
 

 
This summary has not been adopted or officially endorsed by action of the Committee.  

 MINORITY REPORT 
Seventy-Eighth Oregon Legislative Assembly - 2015 Regular Session MEASURE: SB 941 MRB2 
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: Rep. Wilson 
House Committee On Rules 
 

Fiscal:                Fiscal impact issued   
Revenue:             Has minimal revenue impact 
Action Date: 04/23/15 
Action: Do Pass With Amendments And Be Printed B-Engrossed.   
Meeting Dates:   04/22, 04/23 
Signers of the Report: Rep. Carl Wilson, Rep. Bill Kennemer 
Prepared By:  Erin Seiler, Committee Administrator 
 
WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: 
Increases penalty for providing to licensed dealer or private seller false name or materially false information or identification 
in connection with purchase or transfer of firearm or ammunition, with intent to deceive dealer or seller about lawfulness of 
purchase or transfer. Increases penalties for certain crimes related to unlawful possession, purchase and transfer of firearms. 
Appropriates $44 million in General Fund revenue to Oregon Health Authority for 2015-17 biennium to provide mental health 
services. 
 
ISSUES DISCUSSED: 

 History of background check legislation in Oregon 
 Implementation and enforcement of private firearm transfer legislation 
 Internet sales of firearms 
 Situational examples of private transfers between individuals 
 Constitutionality of universal background checks 
 Cost of implementation 
 Oregon State Police background check system 
 Exceptions to private transfer background check requirement 
 Cost and ability to ship or deliver firearm to gun dealer 
 Recent cases of gun violence 
 Gun dealers responsibilities when individuals do not pass background check 
 Emergency clause 
 Amendments 

 
EFFECT OF MINORITY AMENDMENT: 
Replaces measure. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Senate Bill 941-MRB2 would increase penalties for several crimes related to the purchasing and transferring of firearms. It 
would increase the penalty for providing to licensed dealer or private seller a false name or materially false information or 
identification in connection with purchase or transfer of a firearm or ammunition, with the intent to deceive dealer or seller 
about lawfulness of purchase or transfer. This practice is commonly referred to as a “straw purchase.” The penalty for a straw 
purchase would be increased from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class C felony. 
 
SB 941-MRB2 would increase the penalty for the unlawful purchase of a firearm from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class C 
felony; increase penalty for the unlawful transfer of firearm from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class C felony; increase penalty 
for unlawful possession of a firearm from a Class A misdemeanor to a Class C felony and would increase penalty for a felon 
in possession of a firearm from Class C felony to Class B felony. 
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In addition, SB 941-MRB2 appropriates $44 million in General Fund revenue to Oregon Health Authority for 2015-17 
biennium to provide mental health services. 
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