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Distinguished members of the Ways and Means Committee: Good evening, my name 

is Meredith Lair and I am honored to be here this evening. Thank you for the 

opportunity to discuss our efforts to markedly improve the number of health care 

experts available to rural Oregon through health occupations education and outreach.  

 

I am the executive director for Northeast Oregon Area Health Education Center, or 

NEOAHEC, located on campus here at Eastern Oregon University.  In its 24th year, 

NEOAHEC has offered high quality, STEM and CTE rich pipeline programs to thousands 

of students from grade school to graduate school in direct partnership with EOU and 

under the leadership and direction of Oregon Health and Science University, with the 

ultimate goal of growing our own medical professionals.  

 

There are four Area Health Education Centers in Oregon with our program office and 

budget located within OHSU. NEOAHEC has a flourishing partnership with EOU who is 

community driven and regionally focused. Like EOU, we have a large geographic span 

serving 11 counties in Northeast Oregon from the Idaho border to Hood River. 

 

Our geography and ability to nimbly adapt to meet the unique needs of students in our 

frontier communities gives EOU and NEOAHEC the opportunity to serve students 

interested in Math, Science, Technology or a Health Career with comprehensive 

programs like Girls In Science, Saturday Science, Future Health Professionals of Oregon, 

an online health occupations course perfectly designed for frontier high school students, 

and MedQuest, our residential health career exploration camp. Without these 

opportunities many students in our region would not have any exposure to health 

occupations training.  

 



A great testament to our work is our students that go onto practice medicine in a rural 

community and those we are able to track through our pipeline along their way.  

 

Following his passion wasn’t always easy for John Combe who is now works as a 

Nationally Certified Therapeutic Massage and Bodywork therapist in La Grande and has 

the distinguished honor to work on athletes at the summer Olympic games. John’s 

participation as one of NEOAHECs first MedQuest campers helped by immersing him in 

the health care culture. He has now assumed the role of mentor and teacher for young 

students supporting them to become health professionals.  

 

Dr. Steve Koza, a local dentist, OHSU alumnus, and NEOAHEC MedQuest camper, 

counselor and now volunteer preceptor and financial supporter, was given a scholarship 

by NEOAHEC to attend a Dental Careers Institute. He was one of the two youngest 

students in his graduating class from OHSU. He owns Koza Family Dental Care clinic in La 

Grande, stretching his impact on the community by employing ten in his clinic. In 

addition to basic family dental care, Koza also works as a clinical instructor and is a past 

chair of the NEOAHEC board.  

 

We started tracking current students like Bailey earlier in the pipeline as she 

participated in our Girls in Science middle school camp, MedQuest as a student and 

counselor, OHSU’s Med Stars Camp, and is now an undergraduate student at EOU 

pursuing a pre-health degree to go onto a physical therapy program with the intention 

of coming back to serve a rural community.  

 

Another way we grow our own medical professionals is to provide OHSU with a pool of 

deserving and well-qualified students for our state’s Scholars for Healthy Oregon 

Program or SHOI. SHOI was created last year providing $2.5 million in scholarships to 

incentivize students from or with ties to Oregon to serve our state’s rural medical needs 

after graduation. I had the distinct pleasure of meeting one of the scholarship recipients 



who is from Pendleton at a reception this winter. Elizabeth is in her first year of the 

Physician Assistant program and is already being sought after to practice at a clinic in 

Pendleton upon her gradation, illustrating the overwhelming demand for practitioners 

in rural Oregon and why OHSU and the state of Oregon has made such a worthy 

investment in rural healthcare. Elizabeth said the training to become a Physician’s 

Assistant is rewarding and intense and said the experience is made easier by knowing 

she won’t graduate with huge student loans hanging over her head.  

 

NEOAHEC continues to work diligently to achieve excellent outcomes to address the 

healthcare professional shortage that only continues to grow. As you can see students 

from a rural background, given tools from AHEC programs come back to serve the rural 

communities they came from. I thank your committee for your support of AHEC and 

rural healthcare outlined in the OHSU budget and your support of our greatest partner, 

Eastern Oregon University.  

 

Thank you so much for this opportunity to appear before the committee.  
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My name is Robert Messinger, from Summerville in Union County, Oregon. I am a retired professional 
forester.  I am a member of the OSU Extension Advisory Committee locally and chairperson of the Budget 
Committee.  I am here to ask for your committee’s support of SB 657.  
 
The local 4H and Extension programs are of vital importance to the communities of Northeast Oregon.  The 
program recorded 23,718 direct individual contacts with youth and adults in our region-from Union County 
based faculty, 11,513 indirect contacts, 224,437 media contacts, and was assisted by 128 volunteers. The 
local program areas include Family & Community Health, Crops, Forestry, 4-H, and Master Gardeners. The 
local Extension staff members also participate in a wide variety of community based coalitions, boards, and 
planning committees.  
 
As members of the joint Ways and Means Committee, you know that SB 657 provides for an investment of 
$16 million to strengthen OSU programs serving both natural resources (agriculture, forestry and marine) 
and human resources (family, youth and community). Specifically these include, the OSU Extension Service, 
Oregon Agriculture Experiment Station (AES) and Oregon Forest Research Laboratory. This money is a 
needed investment in the future of our local communities. The 3% increase offered in the Governor’s budget 
will be insufficient to allow our existing work to be fully funded. Without SB 657 funding some programs may 
have to be reduced or curtailed.  
  
Although I am very supportive of all the OSU Extension Service programs, my special interest is in the 
Extension Forestry program. The program provides valuable resources and information tools to help private 
forest landowners manage their natural resources. The local extension foresters have developed a wide 
array of forestry education programs, newsletters and short courses designed to assist the private 
landowners in obtaining the technical information they need to properly manage their forest lands. 
Examples of these programs include: 
 
1. Master Woodlands Program, a program that provides specialized training by OSU Forestry Extension for 

qualified family forest land owners to be effective volunteers & community leaders. 
2. Northeast Oregon Tree School, a day long class that provides valuable “hands on” training in a wide 

variety of resource management subjects, taught by experts in the their field.  
3. Blue Mountains Renewable Resources Newsletter, which contains important articles for land managers 

and helps to transfer current research findings and development information. 
4. My Blue Mountains Woodland, a new partnership between OSU Extension and many local agencies, 

that seeks to dramatically increase the number of currently under-engaged Landowners in active 
stewardship of their forested property.  

5. Forest Tax Workshops, designed to provide landowners understand the various tax forms and filing 
requirements for forestlands. 

6. Forest succession workshops 
7. Water and wildlife management workshops 
8. Tree insect and disease workshops and field trips 
9. Logging contract and log pricing information 

 
The Forestry Extension program is very important to local landowners, especially small woodland owners, 
because without OSU Extension there is no program readily available to provide the information.  There is 
no other easily accessible source in Northeast Oregon.  Please support the efforts of the OSU Extension 
Service and other Statewide Public Services by supporting SB 657.  With your support, the important 
education and research, so vital to local stakeholders, will be able to continue. Thank you for the opportunity 
to provide input for this hearing. 
 
Robert Messinger 
67826 Hunter Road 
Summerville, Or 97876 



I would like your support on all efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions HB3250. This could 
definitely justify use of the emergency clause.  
 
I support any and all efforts to remove incentives for illegal aliens to work and/or live/remain in this 
state. We do not have the resources to accommodate this population and illegal immigration is not a 
healthy input into today's society. 
 
 
Charles L. LeBold 
Union, OR 
541-562-6153 
 



4/10/2015 
 
Hi. My name is Rebecca Elliott. I'm from La Grande. I'm here tonight on behalf of many other parents 
who could not be here.  
 
I am simply a mother. 
 
My three children are here with me tonight. I love them FIERCELY. When I become a mother, they 
instantly became the most important thing in my life. Every decision I make for them is carefully 
weighed and considered. I am their mother: I know them better than anyone else in the world. I 
alone know what is in the very best interest of my my children.  
 
Senator Steiner Hayward: 
I HAVE NEVER, and WILL NEVER need the stamp of approval from a doctor, teacher, dentist or any 
other type of professional to tell me that my choice for them is okay, and I abhor you for thinking that 
is something you should mandate. It is an erosion of my parental rights and I will not accept it, nor 
will my fellow Oregonians.  
 
We are not frogs. We realize you are progressively turning up the heat, and we will not stand by 
complacently and allow it. When SB 442 was defeated in the medical committee, you simply 
revamped it and are now trying to bring it through the educational committee with SB 895. It's is 
underhanded and sneaky.  
 
You are in a position that was created to SERVE the people. To exercise THEIR WILL, not your own. 
Please remember that. 
 
 



From: Dale Inslee
To: waysandmeans budget
Subject: Roadshow La Grande
Date: Tuesday, April 14, 2015 8:06:17 AM
Attachments: OHA Bonding Package One Pager (2).pdf

First I regret not being able to speak in person to the committee, and to thank you for
this alternate means to express our needs in eastern Oregon.
 
I represent the Northeast Oregon Housing Authority, needless to say we house the
less fortunate folks of Union, Baker, Grant, and Wallowa counties. Although in a rural
setting we are experiencing a shortage of safe decent and affordable housing, the
rents are higher than average wages can support, the housing stock is out dated and
run down, are most resent 38 unit LIHTC project was the first to be built in over 20
yrs. Now this modern energy efficient safe and decent complex has 193 families on
the waiting list and we haven’t completed the project yet. This one fact shows the
need for more housing in our area. There are families in motels, storage units and
worse awaiting emergency housing from the community action groups but the need
far exceeds the supply.
 
Please consider the $100,000,000 bond initiative to end homelessness and develop
affordable housing in Eastern Oregon also.
 
(see attached one pager)
 
Have a Great Day
 

~Dale Inslee
P.H.M. Executive Director

Northeast Oregon Housing Authority
2608 May Lane / P.O. Box 3357, La Grande, OR 97850
Office: 541-963-5726 / Cell: 541.910.0595

dinslee@gmail.com /www.neoha.org
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 Oregon needs innovative approaches to meet 
      growing housing needs 
 
$100 million needed for affordable housing 
 
Oregon Housing Authorities (OHA), the statewide association of public housing authorities, 
strongly supports the proposed bonding package that will allocate $100 million for Oregon 
Housing and Community Services (OHCS) to develop new affordable housing units. As both 
administrators of the Section 8 program, and as owners and developers of affordable 
housing, we know first-hand the dire need for this resource across the State of Oregon. There 
are communities in Deschutes, Linn, Benton and Jackson County where securing a low-cost 
rental unit is virtually impossible. Throughout the state, too many families are rent-burdened, 
meaning they spend more than a third of their income on rent. The lack of affordable housing 
increases homelessness and displacement for low-income families and their children.    
 
Community benefits to housing stability 
 
Everyone needs a safe place to call home. We know that children are more successful in 
school and have better health when their housing is stable. We know that families can better 
manage their health when they are not burdened with rents that exceed a third of their 
income. Currently, too many families must choose between paying their rent, their bills, or 
buying food and medicine. In such situations, there is no right choice. Increasing the state’s 
supply of affordable housing in all settings –rural, urban and suburban, will help make rents 
better fit their household budget. 
 
Our commitment to make it work  
 
OHA will work in partnership with OHCS to help develop a comprehensive investment 
strategy for the $100 million that will best meet the needs of low-income Oregonians. Our 
goal will be to have these funds leverage federal programs and federal funding including 
HUD’s Rental Assistance Demonstration program, the preservation of public housing, project 
based Section 8 and other resources managed by OHA members. The resources and needs 
of OHA members are unique and OHCS will need to deliberately factor in these opportunities 
and challenges as it puts together a thoughtful investment strategy. Further, these funds have 
an opportunity to be flexible and adaptable to the unique and dynamic nature of the real 
estate market in communities across the great state of Oregon. 







	  


For more information contact Ryan Fisher: (503) 807-7525 ryan@nwpublicaffairs.com 


Who we are 
 
The 22 agencies of Oregon Housing Authorities (OHA) are committed to providing safe and 
affordable housing to Oregonians facing income, disability or other life challenges.  
 
We believe children, seniors, and people with disabilities need a place to call home in order 
to be healthy and successful in life. Our members work collaboratively to bring increased 
visibility and a united voice for affordable housing to Oregon. 
 
 
Rental assistance 
 
 � OHA delivers rental assistance to 33,600 low-income Oregon households.   
 � We own and manage more than 5,500 units of public housing for low-income        
      families, seniors and people with disabilities.  
 � We give more than 36,000 children a place to call home 
 � Every year, housing authorities distribute more than $176 million in rental           
      assistance payments to 12,800 private landlords throughout Oregon.  
 
 
Development 
 
Oregon Housing Authorities have built and acquired more than 10,400 units of affordable 
housing throughout the state and currently have more than 1,300 new units in the 
development pipeline.  We work with public and private partners to finance and build 
affordable housing that fits communities and boosts local economies. We believe the dream 
of quality, sustainably-built affordable housing can be best achieved by partnership and the 
successful leveraging of local, state and federal funding resources. 
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Distinguished members of the Ways and Means Committee: Good evening, my name 

is Meredith Lair and I am honored to be here this evening. Thank you for the 

opportunity to discuss our efforts to markedly improve the number of health care 

experts available to rural Oregon through health occupations education and outreach.  

 

I am the executive director for Northeast Oregon Area Health Education Center, or 

NEOAHEC, located on campus here at Eastern Oregon University.  In its 24th year, 

NEOAHEC has offered high quality, STEM and CTE rich pipeline programs to thousands 

of students from grade school to graduate school in direct partnership with EOU and 

under the leadership and direction of Oregon Health and Science University, with the 

ultimate goal of growing our own medical professionals.  

 

There are four Area Health Education Centers in Oregon with our program office and 

budget located within OHSU. NEOAHEC has a flourishing partnership with EOU who is 

community driven and regionally focused. Like EOU, we have a large geographic span 

serving 11 counties in Northeast Oregon from the Idaho border to Hood River. 

 

Our geography and ability to nimbly adapt to meet the unique needs of students in our 

frontier communities gives EOU and NEOAHEC the opportunity to serve students 

interested in Math, Science, Technology or a Health Career with comprehensive 

programs like Girls In Science, Saturday Science, Future Health Professionals of Oregon, 

an online health occupations course perfectly designed for frontier high school students, 

and MedQuest, our residential health career exploration camp. Without these 

opportunities many students in our region would not have any exposure to health 

occupations training.  

 



A great testament to our work is our students that go onto practice medicine in a rural 

community and those we are able to track through our pipeline along their way.  

 

Following his passion wasn’t always easy for John Combe who is now works as a 

Nationally Certified Therapeutic Massage and Bodywork therapist in La Grande and has 

the distinguished honor to work on athletes at the summer Olympic games. John’s 

participation as one of NEOAHECs first MedQuest campers helped by immersing him in 

the health care culture. He has now assumed the role of mentor and teacher for young 

students supporting them to become health professionals.  

 

Dr. Steve Koza, a local dentist, OHSU alumnus, and NEOAHEC MedQuest camper, 

counselor and now volunteer preceptor and financial supporter, was given a scholarship 

by NEOAHEC to attend a Dental Careers Institute. He was one of the two youngest 

students in his graduating class from OHSU. He owns Koza Family Dental Care clinic in La 

Grande, stretching his impact on the community by employing ten in his clinic. In 

addition to basic family dental care, Koza also works as a clinical instructor and is a past 

chair of the NEOAHEC board.  

 

We started tracking current students like Bailey earlier in the pipeline as she 

participated in our Girls in Science middle school camp, MedQuest as a student and 

counselor, OHSU’s Med Stars Camp, and is now an undergraduate student at EOU 

pursuing a pre-health degree to go onto a physical therapy program with the intention 

of coming back to serve a rural community.  

 

Another way we grow our own medical professionals is to provide OHSU with a pool of 

deserving and well-qualified students for our state’s Scholars for Healthy Oregon 

Program or SHOI. SHOI was created last year providing $2.5 million in scholarships to 

incentivize students from or with ties to Oregon to serve our state’s rural medical needs 

after graduation. I had the distinct pleasure of meeting one of the scholarship recipients 



who is from Pendleton at a reception this winter. Elizabeth is in her first year of the 

Physician Assistant program and is already being sought after to practice at a clinic in 

Pendleton upon her gradation, illustrating the overwhelming demand for practitioners 

in rural Oregon and why OHSU and the state of Oregon has made such a worthy 

investment in rural healthcare. Elizabeth said the training to become a Physician’s 

Assistant is rewarding and intense and said the experience is made easier by knowing 

she won’t graduate with huge student loans hanging over her head.  

 

NEOAHEC continues to work diligently to achieve excellent outcomes to address the 

healthcare professional shortage that only continues to grow. As you can see students 

from a rural background, given tools from AHEC programs come back to serve the rural 

communities they came from. I thank your committee for your support of AHEC and 

rural healthcare outlined in the OHSU budget and your support of our greatest partner, 

Eastern Oregon University.  

 

Thank you so much for this opportunity to appear before the committee.  
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My name is Robert Messinger, from Summerville in Union County, Oregon. I am a retired professional 
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needed investment in the future of our local communities. The 3% increase offered in the Governor’s budget 
will be insufficient to allow our existing work to be fully funded. Without SB 657 funding some programs may 
have to be reduced or curtailed.  
  
Although I am very supportive of all the OSU Extension Service programs, my special interest is in the 
Extension Forestry program. The program provides valuable resources and information tools to help private 
forest landowners manage their natural resources. The local extension foresters have developed a wide 
array of forestry education programs, newsletters and short courses designed to assist the private 
landowners in obtaining the technical information they need to properly manage their forest lands. 
Examples of these programs include: 
 
1. Master Woodlands Program, a program that provides specialized training by OSU Forestry Extension for 

qualified family forest land owners to be effective volunteers & community leaders. 
2. Northeast Oregon Tree School, a day long class that provides valuable “hands on” training in a wide 

variety of resource management subjects, taught by experts in the their field.  
3. Blue Mountains Renewable Resources Newsletter, which contains important articles for land managers 

and helps to transfer current research findings and development information. 
4. My Blue Mountains Woodland, a new partnership between OSU Extension and many local agencies, 

that seeks to dramatically increase the number of currently under-engaged Landowners in active 
stewardship of their forested property.  

5. Forest Tax Workshops, designed to provide landowners understand the various tax forms and filing 
requirements for forestlands. 

6. Forest succession workshops 
7. Water and wildlife management workshops 
8. Tree insect and disease workshops and field trips 
9. Logging contract and log pricing information 

 
The Forestry Extension program is very important to local landowners, especially small woodland owners, 
because without OSU Extension there is no program readily available to provide the information.  There is 
no other easily accessible source in Northeast Oregon.  Please support the efforts of the OSU Extension 
Service and other Statewide Public Services by supporting SB 657.  With your support, the important 
education and research, so vital to local stakeholders, will be able to continue. Thank you for the opportunity 
to provide input for this hearing. 
 
Robert Messinger 
67826 Hunter Road 
Summerville, Or 97876 
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I HAVE NEVER, and WILL NEVER need the stamp of approval from a doctor, teacher, dentist or any 
other type of professional to tell me that my choice for them is okay, and I abhor you for thinking that 
is something you should mandate. It is an erosion of my parental rights and I will not accept it, nor 
will my fellow Oregonians.  
 
We are not frogs. We realize you are progressively turning up the heat, and we will not stand by 
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From: Dale Inslee
To: waysandmeans budget
Subject: Roadshow La Grande
Date: Tuesday, April 14, 2015 8:06:17 AM
Attachments: OHA Bonding Package One Pager (2).pdf

First I regret not being able to speak in person to the committee, and to thank you for
this alternate means to express our needs in eastern Oregon.
 
I represent the Northeast Oregon Housing Authority, needless to say we house the
less fortunate folks of Union, Baker, Grant, and Wallowa counties. Although in a rural
setting we are experiencing a shortage of safe decent and affordable housing, the
rents are higher than average wages can support, the housing stock is out dated and
run down, are most resent 38 unit LIHTC project was the first to be built in over 20
yrs. Now this modern energy efficient safe and decent complex has 193 families on
the waiting list and we haven’t completed the project yet. This one fact shows the
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worse awaiting emergency housing from the community action groups but the need
far exceeds the supply.
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