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Co-chairs Devlin and Buckley, Members of the Committee, my name is Wayne Belmont and I live in 
Lincoln County.  I am County Counsel for Lincoln County but am not testifying today in that capacity; I 
submit this testimony in my capacity as a member of the Board of Directors of Legal Aid Services of 
Oregon.  As a long-time board member of both Legal Aid Services of Oregon and the Oregon Law Center, 
I have seen firsthand the vital role that legal aid plays in ensuring fairness in our justice system and 
protecting vulnerable Oregonians. I testify to urge you to support increased funding for legal aid. 

 
As you know, legal aid offices throughout our state play a critical role providing access to justice and a 
level playing field for low income Oregonians. Our clients need legal aid’s help keeping themselves and 
their children safe from domestic violence, protecting their homes, getting food, finding medical care 
and supporting their families. The need is great, and the need is growing as the effects of the great 
recession continue. Currently about 850,000 people in Oregon are eligible for legal aid with only 90 legal 
aid lawyers statewide to serve them all.  At the same time that client need was increasing due to the 
recession, decreased revenue forced legal aid to eliminate 20% of the staff positions statewide and close 
two offices. 

 
We have a legal aid office in Newport that serves hundreds of low-income clients each year here in 
Lincoln County.  Because legal aid offices have sufficient revenue to meet only about 15% of the legal 
needs of our clients, our Lincoln County office, like all legal aid offices, routinely conducts community 
needs assessments to determine the highest priority legal needs.  We survey low-income clients, judges, 
private attorneys, nonprofit organizations and other community partners to determine the most serious 
legal needs in the communities that we serve and we then target our services to address the most 
serious legal needs.  Here in Lincoln County, we also have a local advisory council that consists of local 
attorneys and community representatives that advises our local office on legal needs in the community 
and how best to meet those needs.  I also serve on that council and hear firsthand about those unmet 
needs.  

 
Like other legal aid offices, we have found that the highest priority legal needs in our community include 
domestic violence and housing issues.  We have also found that protecting the elderly and disabled is a 
high priority in our community.  To respond to this need, our local legal aid office helps to protect 
elderly and disabled clients from abuse, helps with problems relating to nursing homes and assisted 
living facilities, and helps elders and people with disabilities on other issues to protect their privacy, 
dignity and independence.   

 
Legal aid offices also work to prevent legal problems.  For example, our local legal aid office serves on an 
Elder and Disabled Multidisciplinary Committee with law enforcement, the district attorney’s office, 
state services for Seniors and People with Disabilities and other agencies to try to address elder abuse 
and suspected elder abuse through a community response.  We also work with judges and law 
enforcement to proactively address domestic violence issues. 
 
Legal aid is doing vital work to protect families, the elderly and disabled and other vulnerable members 
of our communities.  I urge your support for additional funding for legal aid so that they can do more of 
this vital work statewide to meet critical legal needs in our communities. Thank you for giving me an 
opportunity to testify today. 



My name is Jay Roelof  -  Chair of Outreach - Lincoln City Congregational Church.   

Our church is very active in volunteering for and financially supporting the 
survival and education of homeless K-12 kids in our community.  

SO WHY AM I HERE? 

Since I believe that a rising tide lifts all boats, I am here to ask that the Oregon State K-
12 Education Budget be increased from $7.235 billion to at least $7.5 billion.  

I use as the source for my comments to you, information that I received from 
Colt Gill, the President of the Confederation of Oregon School Administrators 
 
They draft the educational goals of all the K-12 schools in the state of  Oregon.   
 
He is also: A commissioner on the Oregon State Quality Education Commission, which  
estimates the cost of meeting those state-wide educational goals.   
 
Mr. Colt says: 

• Oregon’s  K-12 schools received about 45% of the state budget 12 years ago. 
• Over those years it dropped and then rose again to 39.7%,  
 

BUT, the current approved state budget allocates only 39.1 %: 
• that amount is supposed to not only support our increased existing costs,  
• but it must also support, for the first time, a very worthwhile decision to expand 

Kindergarten from half day to full day.     
  
I THINK THAT we should at least continue to allocate 39.7% of our State K-12 
education budget  

• which would increase the State K-12 budget to about $7.5 billion  
• and that STILL leaves the school system with a HUGE challenge! 

 
Right now Oregon ranks 49th in graduation rates and class size across the country!    
 
We also have one of the shortest school years in the country!  
 
For example,    

• If you are a child growing up in Portland, Oregon,  
and your cousin is growing up right across the river in Vancouver, Washington,  

• by the time they graduate from high school,  
the one in Vancouver has had about a year and a half more school than a kid who grew up in Portland.  

• So they’re coming out with more skills and a larger knowledge base than Oregon graduates,  
 
I think that says even a $7.5 billion State Budget is in no way an “excessive amount!”  
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