


UPSTREAM 

In a resource deficient world, legislation needs to focus on the “best bang for the buck.” 

Growing, strong, robust and healthy brains is essential for developing a platform for children to be successful 
in life. Recognizing that critical brain development occurs by the time a child is 3 years of age spotlights the 

need for “upstream” support to provide services when the child is young.  
Continued investment in programs like HB5016 or HB 3380 are a continued need. 

 

 

There are targeted “windows of opportunity” . . .periods when the brain is particularly efficient at specific 
types of learning. . . and timing is crucial (e.g. syntax 5-6yrs). Promoting the development of synaptic 
superhighways best occurs in the first three years of life. If appropriately stimulated (e.g. language rich 
environments, caring nurturing adults) 50 trillion synapses at birth turn into 1000 trillion at one year of 
age.  Early stimulation impacts brain architecture “affecting the way the brain is wired” with the weight of 
the brain tripling by age 3.  The absence of appropriate touch results in brains 20-30% smaller. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Focusing on the early “windows of opportunity” . . 
.when the timing is crucial and the brain is 
particularly efficient at specific types of learning 
will: 

Shape the way the brain develops 
Impact developmental outcomes 
Help minimize secondary disabilities 
Decrease school age special education  
Potentially decrease child abuse.  If children 
are delayed or disabled they are at 2-10x 
greater rate of abuse. 

 



 

 
 
Build early services (especially 0-3) rather than prisons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Untangle the myriad of early services 

The recommendations for supporting young children and their families are fairly universal.  Legislatively long 

term embark on the journey of developing a new streamlined model of services that isn’t splintered into the 

service buckets of early HeadStart, HeadStart, Oregon PreK, early intervention, early childhood special 

education, relief nurseries, etc. Recognizing the economies of scale, consider the development of a “new 

day” single agency program (that is not wastefully clogged with mounds of bureaucratic paperwork) to 

support Oregon families with young children. Add back the specialized services as needed (e.g. specialized 

instruction). Short term support existing services especially those focused on birth-to-three.  Keep the vision 

towards promoting healthy brain development via services offered to young children and their families.  

HB3380 allows children access to community facilitated preschools which typically are less expensive 

service models than a standard HeadStart or PreK program.  HB5016 supports early intervention services 

giving these children a better shot at being independent and functional adults.                                                                                

Sue Kline RN, MS   Former Director of Child Development Services                                                                                 

(Jackson County’s early intervention/early childhood special education program)  

Quiet Crisis 
Our nation’s children under the age of 3 
and their families are in trouble and their 
plight worsens every day.  Inadequate 
prenatal care, infant care and child care; 
isolated parents; insufficient attention 
(only 1/2 of the children are read to by 
parents) and 1 in 3 arrive at school 
unprepared to learn. Babies don’t make 
the news: they don’t commit crimes, do 
drugs or drop out of school. 
 



Chair Buckley,  

Ways and Means Committee Members, 

I am writing to respectfully request that you continue to protect and expand the modest investment in 
Early Learning in Oregon thru the following measures. 

The Kindergarten Partnership and Innovation Fund provides seed grants that empower school and 
community collaboration such as the successful P-3 Initiative at Jackson Elementary, here in Jackson 
County. Given the instability of education funding in Oregon, these kinds of community and school 
partnerships are absolutely vital if we are going to get children from disadvantaged backgrounds ready 
to learn and on par with their peers when they enter Kindergarten. The brain malleability between the 
ages of birth and 4 years old has been well documented, and early intervention for low income children 
in particular has shown to have dramatic results in achieving normal placement and graduation rates, as 
well as continuing on to higher education. This makes sense not only for closing the achievement gap, 
but from a cost standpoint as well: providing services in the most cost effective manner when they do 
the most good. A modest $9 million investment will allow this important work to continue in the 2015-
2017 biennium. 

HB5016 will allocate $30 million in the next biennium to make high quality preschool available to more 
children from low income families, including families not eligible for Head Start but who also cannot 
afford private preschool. HB3380 will begin building a statewide preschool system that not only aligns 
with Head Start, but allows for a mix of other providers, which may be a more cost effective alternative 
when the specific circumstances surrounding a child’s needs and family supports is evaluated. Not all 
children need the full array of Head Start services, but still need high quality preschool to avoid falling 
behind their peers. 

High quality preschool for children from low income families can close the achievement gap before it 
starts and improve the chance for academic and future success for all children, regardless of their 
background. I urge you to continue this important investment by supporting these initiatives. 

Thank you, 

Karen Starchvick 

Former Chair, Stand for Children Jackson County 

 

 



From: Sherry Ettlich
To: waysandmeans budget
Subject: Testimony
Date: Saturday, April 25, 2015 2:21:20 PM

Testimony

Thank you for traveling to Southern Oregon to hear our concerns.

My name is Sherry Ettlich and I have been a mathematics professor at SOU for 27 years and currently
head our STEM division.

I have watched the hard choices legislators have made over the last two decades that have steadily
shifted costs from the State to students.

I appreciate your commitment to reinvest in higher education. I am here to ask you to carefully consider
the university president's recommendation to increase that to $755M.

This is essential to the TRUs who cannot take advantage of the same economies of scale available to
larger institutions, especially with the dissolution of OUS.

SOU is particularly challenged by our desire to provide opportunities to all students, not just those most
likely to graduate. The additional investment is needed to strengthen and grow the support systems for
these students to meet the 40-40-20 vision set by you all.

In conclusion, education is an economic driver for our state as you have all noted in setting Oregon's
40-40-20 goal. Help us rise to meeting this goal and opening higher education to all by funding the
universities at $755M. Thank you for your consideration.

mailto:sae@opendoor.com
mailto:wambudget@leg.state.or.us
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Co-Chairs Devlin and Buckley and Members of the Committee,

Hello, my name is Emily Pfeiffer and I am a sophomore at Southern Oregon University. Today I

am here to inform you of the negative impacts that state divestment in higher education has had on my
life and other students in Oregon.

When lstarted schoolin the fall of 2Ot4,lknewthat lwanted a career in psychology, which
meant pursuing higher education was something I had to do if I wanted a job in the field of counseling.
One of the main reasons ldecided to attend Southern Oregon Universitywasthat lknew lwould be

paying significantly less for my degree than if I attended a school such as the University of Oregon.
Currently, I have about nine thousand dollars in student loan debt. I have been forced to take out loans,

even though I am a recipient of the Oregon Opportunity Grant and the Pell Grant.

I have also had to take it upon myself to work almost twenty hours a week just to make sure I

can pay rent and buy basics for myself such as food and electricity. I have to be carefulevery time I buy
necessities such as groceries because I fear I will run out of money to pay my rent. All of this is a result of
me having to put such an extreme amount of my own income towards my education.

As for other students at Southern Oregon University, they are facing very similar preventable
circumstances. Currently Southern Oregon University is in retrenchment, which runs the risk of having to
cut programs such as the fine arts. As a university that prides themselves as being "the Liberal Arts
University of the West", it seems ridiculous that we cannot provide students with a degree in fine arts if
they wish to pursue it. The more cuts our school faces, the less we become a liberal arts university and

become more of a trade school.

The path that this state is headed down in regard to student loans'is an incredibly dangerous
one. Student are being priced out of higher education and are being forced to enter the work force right
out of high school, out of fear of going into high amounts of debt and falling deeper into poverty. lt is

clear that the state budget for universities needs to be set at $755 million in order to ensure students
will have the opportunity to pursue higher education without debt creating such a negative impact on
our lives and future goals

Thank You.

Sincerely,

Emily Pfiefer

Southern Oregon University

PfieferE@SOU.edu

S$regonSludents
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To: Joint Committee on Woys ond Meons
From: Tiffony Reordon, Southern Oregon University
RE: University Funding

Co-choirs Devlin ond Buckley ond Members of the Commiitee,

My name is Tiffany Reardon and I am a part time student at SOU and just got admitted into the OHSU

School of Nursing. I am originally from Milwaukie Oregon and I am a first generation college student
coming from a low income household.

I was raised by a single mother who did her best to provide for me. She struggles to keep up and since

coming to SOU and making Ashland my home I have been on my own financially.

I now work 2 jobs which is about 25 hours per week. This has decreased significantly from last year
where I was working 4 jobs to survive. Now that I am making a better wage I am able to work less and

devote more time to school. This does not include my work with student government or my work with
clubs on campus. After my second year of full time enrollment I dropped down to part time because I

could not afford the cost of tuition along with rent and bills and other necessities to survive, like food.

I knew that education would be my key to a secure future and unfortunately have been met with
challenges affording that future.

With two degrees I will be graduating with nearly 580,000 in debt. This number is not only terrifying but
also makes me question whether or not I am pursuing the best option for my future. After graduating I

will be paying back student loans and rates higher than my monthly rent. And many other students
share this same reality.

One thing that has become obvious to me is the need for family financial support. For the students who
do not have that support, we are left to make tough decisions that impact the reality of achieving more

than what we come from.

Please fund 5755 million for universities and SSSO million for Community Colleges and restore the cuts
to higher education. Help insure that the future is assessable and realistic to achieve for everyone, not
just the group who can pay outright for it.

Thank you so much for your time.
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Co-chairs Devlin and Buckley and Members of the Committee,

Hello, my name is Heather Buchanan and I am a second year student at Southern Oregon University

and a member of the Honors College.

I come from a dual income household and growing up, I always knew that I would be able to go to
college and get the education I needed to pursue my professional and personal goals. I chose to
come to SOU because it offers small classes sizes with professors that are able to further my career
aspirations and has a small campus that fosters personal and professional relationships. While in
college, I have had the opportunity to become greatly involved in student government, take heavy

course loads, and attend and present at many leadership development conferences without fear of
not being able to take time off work or not working enough hours to pay for my schooling and

personal expenses.

These opportunities allow me to get the most out of my college career and make me a more

competitive applicant for graduate schools and future employers, which will greatly increase my

ability to follow my dreams and gain meaningful employment after graduation. However, I am only
able to do this because I receive a scholarship and financial assistance from my parents. My story is
not typical of Oregon college students. For far too many people, rising tuition costs means they are

forced to work multiple jobs while attending school and incur thousands of dollars of student debt
to earn a degree. This makes them unable to pursue the opportunities I pursued and prevents them
from being as competitive an applicant as they could be which hinders their ability to find
meaningful employment after graduation; and thus pursue their passions.

Education cannot be the great equalizer, which many of you believe it to be, if so many of the
career-furthering opportunities available to students are only accessible to those who have the
financial security to pursue them. I therefore urge you to make Oregon universities the equalizing

forces they have the potential to be by stopping the downpour of debt, restoring the cuts, and

putting the University budget at 5755 million and Community Colleges at 560 million

Thank you for your time,

Heother Buchonon

Southern Oregon University

Buchonoh@SOU.edu
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Co-Choirs Devlin ond Buckley, ond Members of the Committee,

Thonk you for letting me speok here todoy. My nome is Regino Monnino ond I om o
senior of Southern Oregon University college student, on SOU senior, who is ond I om
groduoting this June with obove o 3.5 GPA, ond olso with over $45,OOO of student-loon
debt. As o person who grew up in poverty, in eorly childhood with two porents on
Sociol Security Disobility, in foster core os o pre-ieen, ond then under legol guordionship
in my odolescence.,

I feel very honored to hove hod the opportunity to ottend o university ond be oble to
succeed here.

A University, ond to succeed there. Unfortunotely, during ihis time I hove olso been
fighting mony bottles with everything from food insecurity, to housing insecurity, to
heolth issues.

ln the hondful of yeors since I hove been ottending college, I hove seen o very
troubling trend of disodvontoged students being priced out of higher educotion.
lncreosingly, I heor people insist thot they could never offord to go bock to school.

The retrenchment of SOU, which I see os of leost portiolly coused by continued trend of
disinvestment of by the stote in higher educotion, is currently resulting in the eliminotion
of progroms thoi help people who hove o horder time odjusting to college. For
exomple, the SOU Schneider Children's center where I work is on the chopping block
this yeor, cousing oll kinds of logisticol problems for students with young children-
students who ore considered "nontroditionol". I hove reod thol the Multiculturol
Resource Center olso scored low in priority, which I consider highly disturbing
considering whot borriers mony people of color hove to go through to try io ottend
college.

I urge you to consider moking rurol colleges, ond "nontroditionol" or minority
troditionolly underrepresented ond underserved identified siudents, o higher priority to
the siote.

I strive to be o person who serves the community os I olso become finonciolly
self-sufficient. Yet I feelstrongly thot the disinvestment in higher educotion is putting too
much burden on this generotion of college students; ihis some generotion who's been
told time ond time ogoin thot wiih persistence we will moke it. I feor wiihout the
promise of employment upon groduotion our student loon debt numbers will only hold
us bock. Pleose restore funding to Oregon's public universities by funding them of o
minimum of $Z55million.

S*r*g*n$trrdsslls
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Sincerely,

Regino Monino

Southern Oregon University

MoninoR@SOU.edul
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April24,2015
To: Joint Committee on Woys ond Meons
From: Ahsante Sankofa Foree, Southern Oregon University

RE: Funding for Universities

Co-Choirs Buckley ond Devlin ond Members of the Committee,

Good morning, I om Ahsonte Sonkofo Foree I om o 3rd yeor Student of Southern
Oregon University. Todoy I om here with my peers from oround the stote to highlight the
impocts of disinvestmenls in public higher educotion is hoving on students ond our
fomilies.

ln my home stoie of Colifornio tuition is too high to be offordoble. My fomilies first
soluiion wos to send me to school in Alobomo, however, I found the homophobio
rompont on my compus too much to beor so I tronsferred io SOU becouse it wos the
ploce where I knew I could be myself. Especiolly becouse ii stonds os one of the most
LGBTQIA+ inclusive compuses in the country. At SOU I could receive the necessory
ocodemic tools so I could horness my possion for socioljusiice ond heoling folk. I om
working toword on interdisciplinory degree between psychology ond sociology, ond I

om seeking to use it in o coreer in clinicol sociol work.

At the outsei I knew thot I would hove to overcome systemotic rocism becouse of my
roce, I knew my leorning differences would moke it difficult os well. Yet the most
forbidding boundory in my woy is ihe tremendous debt I hove occrued, o foct
compounded by the foct thot my colling is not known for being the highest poying.

Moreover I cloim my debt but in truth it is noi octuolly mine. My Fomily hos brought me
here todoy, both in terms of iheir steodfost devotion ond the mony loons they hove
token out to finonce my educotion. Mine is not the only debt thot my fomily corries,
ond it rivols their other omounts of debt. This hos ond will continue to be o burden for
my fomily. I feor thot in the pursuit of my possion ond hoppiness, which is ultimotely to
help people I hove doomed myself ond my fomily to work oll our lives to poy for
opproximotely 5 yeors of educotion. This shouldn't be o feor of onyone with o drive to
leorn ond o gool of o degree.

Thus I osk you, members of the commitiee stop the downpour of debi, restore the cuts,
ond set the university budget of o minimum of $255 million.
Ahsante Foree
(Ah-Sahn-Te)

Director of Diversity
Associated Students of Souther Oregon University
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Testimony of Erik Dahlin 

Oregon Law Center 
 
Co-chairs Devlin and Buckley, Members of the Committee:   My name is Eric Dahlin and I am the 
managing attorney for the Grants Pass office of the Oregon Law Center, one of the statewide 
legal aid programs.  Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of increased funding for 
legal aid.  Legal aid provides justice and fairness for low-income clients who are struggling with 
legal issues related to housing, employment, debts, benefits, domestic violence and other 
issues.  We help people understand their rights and responsibilities under the rule of law.   

Statewide, there are about 850,000 people who are eligible with only 90 legal aid lawyers to 
serve them.  In Josephine County, there are 23,000 people eligible with only 2 legal aid lawyers 
to serve them.  This is well below the recommended ratio of 2 legal aid lawyers per 10,000 
eligible clients for minimum access.  We have seen an increasing demand for services over the 
last two years as the local economy was still struggling.  Like many rural communities, 
Josephine County has a higher rate of poverty and unemployment than other parts of Oregon.  
It has never really been the same since the timber industry faltered.  We see an increasing need 
for services on matters related to domestic violence, housing, employment and benefits. 

I want to tell you a little about my background so you can understand more about individuals 
who work at legal aid.  I am a veteran of the United States Air Force and attended law school 
after completing my military service.  I wanted to work in a rural office because I think that 
there is a closer sense of community.  You can see how your work makes a real difference for 
families and the community over time.  My work started as a staff attorney in the legal aid 
office in Ontario.  I moved to the legal aid office in Coos Bay for a couple of years and then 
came here to become the managing attorney in 1999.    

A large part of my work involves helping people with housing and senior law issues.  We can 
often solve a legal problem with a brief phone call or quick letter.   We have a relatively large 
number of veterans in Josephine County, many whom are living in the Illinois Valley.  They tend 
to come to the office seeking help with benefits.  We often find several things that we can do to 
help them.  We work closely with community partners like the Senior and Disability Services, 
the Department of Human Services, the domestic violence shelter, the housing authority, law 
enforcement and other service providers.   

Legal aid is doing vital work to protect families, the elderly and disabled and other vulnerable 
members of our communities.  I urge your support for additional funding for legal aid so that 
we can do more of this vital work statewide to meet critical legal needs in our communities.  
Please support HB 2329.  Thank you for giving me an opportunity to testify today. 
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