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Dear Lawmakers,

I’'m an Urban Land Steward at an Oregon land trust, the Wetlands Conservancy.
I’'m writing on behalf of my personal experience with Oregon’s Outdoor Schools.

There is a hidden reason for Oregon's amazing culture. From Portlandia to the
small rancher out east, Oregonians are full of surprises because we go against
the norms. Oregonians have strong opinions, but they are also open to
discussion and think for themselves. Oregonians are something special, and we
need to support HB 2648 to keep that critical Outdoor School experience alive.
Oregonians are better citizens because of Outdoor School, and I've seen
testimony to that on every angle.

| grew up in Beaverton and went to Outdoor School as a 6th grader. | could tell
you about how that sparked a change in me that led me to work for an Oregon
non-profit dedicated to saving Oregon's estuaries, wetlands and wildlife and
educating people of all ages, but | can do one better. On my path to working
for this non-profit, | taught at Outdoor School.

Today's children are more relevant than my experience. My brother, a doctor at
OHSU, could tell you how the widespread overuse of technology is becoming
dangerous to children's health. I'm sure you have a good understanding of this.
My best friend, working in social work, could tell you how she sees Portland
youth failing to communicate healthily with their friends and family because so
much of it happens through a screen. You probably know this, too.

I've seen thousands of students come off of buses and walk into nature, their
hands free of machines, their eyes and ears open to the world. They're
uncomfortable and vulnerable without their digital safety-net. Although I'm a
huge advocate for learning about nature, | would argue the most important
thing that's happening at Outdoor School is purely humanitarian. Students are
learning to be social and part of a healthy community. Students are learning to
observe and listen to nature, and to each other. Students are experiencing their
peers and teachers on a whole new level. Students are learning that you can
see millions of things on a screen, but a screen doesn't allow you to fee/
anything.

| wish there was a before and after photo of every child at outdoor school.
Arriving, students are frightened, nervous, anxious, and shut down. Leaving,
students exhibit emotions you want to see in your population. Students are
kind, excited, active, smiling, caring, feeling, and charged up for more



Dear Lawmakers,

Monday, March 23 will bring advocates of outdoor education to Salem for the Outdoor
School lobby day. Though | can't join them, as your constituent I'd like to add my voice
to the lobby and urge you to support the Outdoor School for All legislation in the 2015
session, Senate Bill 439.

You know how important the Outdoor School experience is for thousands of Portland
middle school students. The program is tenuous in every school district budget, and in
recent years has been reduced to just two days in Portland. But worse, the vast majority
of Oregon school districts do not yet offer the Outdoor School experience to their sixth
graders. SB 439 will change that, and support a full week of outdoor learning for every
Oregon sixth grader. All 42, 500 of them!

My daughters Laurel and Lydia both participated in Outdoor School as sixth graders at
Beaumont Middle School and returned many times as student leaders when they
attended Grant High School. Lydia told me about a little girl named Maria in one of her
groups from a school in North Clackamas. Maria's family had only recently arrived in
Oregon from Mexico and she spoke very little English. At Outdoor School Maria
flourished because she and her classmates learned the unfamiliar plant names
TOGETHER, and right there she became part of her class in a way she had not been
before. At campfire, Lydia said, Maria sang the camp songs with the brightest eyes in
the group.

That's what Outdoor School means to Oregon kids. Connection — with one another,
with the rivers and forests of Oregon, with their own love of learning. Please support
Outdoor School for All, and vote for Senate Bill 439.

Sincerely,

Edward Wolf

3414 NE 18th Avenue
Portland, OR 97212
503-331-1498



March 12th, 2015
Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor School is the place where I learned the skills I use in everyday life today. It is the place
where I learned the confidence and determination I used to get to get a stable well paying job at
16. It is the place I learned how much I love the natural world, and the people in it. Outdoor
School is where my eyes were opened to a new potential for me, a greater me.

Before I stepped off the bus at Sandy River Outdoor School for the first time to be trained as a
Student Leader, I was timid, quiet to most, and speaking in front of more than five people would
put me in a panic. I knew no one, I sat alone quietly in the loud dining hall, barely spoke a word
to anyone. My first week I went home sick near the end. After that I was not going to go back,
didn't want to. In December I got a small postcard in the mail, wishing me "Happy Holidays" and
on the back was every signature from the staff members I was convinced had forgotten about me
entirely. But they hadn't. That moment there I knew I had to come back and put my best two feet
forward. The next session I went to Outdoor School three times, each time growing more
confident and more willingness to learn. My time at Outdoor School is not done, I still have
more weeks to learn more about myself, the wonderful kids I teach and befriend, the natural
world, and the people around me.I had moved around a lot, never being in a house for more than
three years, I had finally had found a feeling of "Home" that I had never felt before.

Each time I step off that bus one or many new challenges will arise, some things that I'm not
ready for, some that I am but thing I need to pull through all the same. I know now that this is the
case throughout life. A wise person once told me "The moment you think you know everything
is the moment you know nothing at all" and I take that with me wherever I find myself. I am not
done learning, I am not done growing, and I am not done supporting Outdoor School and the
people attached to it. I never will be. Outdoor School is a place where Sixth graders learn to be
themselves through learning about the world around them. Its where High School students learn
to be leaders. Its where the future of Oregon is shaped. I urge your support for HR 2648 to
secure lasting funding for every Oregon 5th or 6th grader to experience Outdoor School.

Thank you for your time,
Gunnar Pedersen



Dear Lawmakers,

| am asking for support of HB 2648. | am a grandparent, parent, an Outdoor school attendee, a
Outdoor School volunteer, and a citizen of Oregon. | want the best for our children and young
adults. | believe every student should have the opportunity to experience outdoor school.

At 54 it has been more then 40 years since | attended outdoor school as a 6th grader. | still
carry the memories and lessons | received there. For myself and many of my classmate at
James John School in North Portland this was our first experience out in nature and away from
home. We arrived at camp both excited and fearful. Soon we were placed in groups with other
kids from all over the city. In the short week there we learned trust and how to work as a team.
Without even realizing it the science of nature was brought to us in real world scenarios. Many
things we learned in classrooms now made sense. And many new lessons that could not be
attained through a book were brought to life.

A few years later as a high school student | had the opportunity to volunteer as a camp
counselor. | wanted to repay the gift | had received. This was my first experience leading a
group of my own. | remembered how | felt back in sixth grade so | was able to relate now. |
understood the tension and fear they carried. | was almost overwhelmed at the idea that these
kids were looking to me to lead. | remember one boy asking me if | liked having the week away
from school and no school work. | explained that as a volunteer | was not exempt from my class
work and was expected to make it all up when | got home. The look of appreciation he gave me
was priceless.

These experiences are vital in creating an adult that cares. Care about their school work. Care
about nature. Care about others. These are the things that make a good “citizen”.

Thank you for your time and support.
Sincerely,

Robin Zimmerman



outdoor schools statewide could serve to bolster the adaptation of environmental literacy to our
students and could make our 2030 goal reachable.

There are many environmental education practitioners in the state eagerly waiting for an
opportunity to inspire students towards sustainability and environmental literacy. Residential
schools can be operated very efficiently - the Corvallis school for which | worked as an
undergrad paid only administration, medical personnel, and cooks, while utilizing university
students as instructors and high school students as cabin leaders - and resources abound.
HB2648 would be a definite step in the right direction toward meeting our 2030 goals in
environmental education.

| thank you for consideration of this bill and believe that your support of outdoor schools
for all Oregon students will serve a huge service to the state.

Sincerely,

William F. Nelson
Bend, Oregon



Dear Lawmakers,

I am a long-time outdoor school educator, having taught in programs in Oregon and
California for eight years. | also attended a Washington County ods program in the ‘70s. |
recently attained an MAT in environmental education from George Fox University in Newberg in
which | focused research on the implementation of the Oregon Environmental Literacy Plan
(OELP) and HB2544 which calls for Oregon to be environmentally literate by 2030.

Today | write to you on behalf of efforts on HB2648, in which outdoor school programs
are provided for all students in the state. Knowing the vast benefits of outdoor education (far
beyond the environmental science applications of hands-on learning), | encourage legislation
that hastens our state’s environmental literacy. The opportunity for 6th grade kids to interactively
see nature at work in a residential program, making connections with each other and with their
environment, affords many different benefits that are otherwise not on the proverbial test. Of
course, outdoor school presents natural science by its very design, but its design also presents
cross-curricular benefits across the educational spectrum; individual confidence, citizenship,
health and physical fitness, inspiration, community-building, and environmental awareness
derived from a well-run outdoor school program can translate back into the classroom as better-
rounded students. My graduate studies suggested that outdoor schools set a grand foundation
for all the strands of the OELP.

| know that many schools in the state are striving toward achieving a better sense of
ecological awareness and that many teachers are open to addressing real community issues. |
also know that, around 6th grade, students reach a sense of awareness that allows them to see
a larger picture of the world: one larger than simply their own personal world-view. Finally, |
suggest that localized and grass roots understanding of one’s immediate surroundings (rather
than trickle-down standardized education) serves to tie students to community and region. In
building an environmentally literate Oregon, a hands-on learning opportunity like outdoor school
sets young adults on a path toward understanding their (our) communities, thus empowering
them to help make informed and responsible decisions as adults that pertain to focused
community issues.

While there is no silver bullet toward reaching environmental literacy, the opportunity for
students to recognize the needs of their community by experiencing systems thinking, hands-on
learning, team building, exercise, and independence in the course of a residential stay at
science camp sets up a phenomenal basis upon which classroom teachers may draw. With
concerted effort between schools and environmental education programs, teachers will be able
to draw upon outdoor school successes. With more emphasis on what isn’'t on the test, students
become individuals - thinkers - and more than just statistics. Outdoor school teaches children to
become active participants in society and that, to me, is what education is all about: not a test
score.

Oregon is supposed to be a leader in the country in environmental issues. Our national
Congresspeople are a very positive force in this. With the 2009 passage of No Oregon Child
Left Inside (HB 2544), the Oregon legislature seemed committed to that goal as well. Six years
have passed and, still, the overlapping of the complementary environmental literacy curricular
goals with common core goals seems very far removed from public schools. The availability of



March 15, 2015
Dear Lawmakers,

| am a retired wetland scientist who also reviews Outdoor School grant
proposals for the Gray Family Foundation. | am requesting your support for
HR2648, which will secure lasting funding for every Oregon 5th or 6th grader
to experience Outdoor School.

As a parent who taught stream ecology at Outdoor School, | have seen first-
hand how this experience exposes many children to the opportunities and
challenges of a week away from parents in an outdoor setting. One would
think that living in an area like ours, most of the students would have been
exposed to the outdoors, but surprisingly, this is not the case. For many,
this is their first time away from home, and often their first time more than
25 miles from where they live.

| have watched how this experience builds self-sufficiency and leadership
skills, particularly in the high school “counselors”. Many of the activities
teach the students to collaborate and work together. Perhaps the most
amazing result is to watch the light go on in a child who has had no previous
interest in science. | remember one young man who was totally fascinated
with a stone fly larva on a rock | had pulled out of the stream. In fact, my
own son subsequently served as a teacher at an outdoor school run by a
local watershed council.

Thank you for your interest in Outdoor School. If | can be of any assistance,
or if you have any questions regarding Outdoor School benefits, please
contact me at my email: ha.stout@charter.net.

Sincerely,
Heather A. Stout

1236 NE Jones RD
Bend, OR 97701



March 16, 2015
Dear Lawmakers,

I am a sixth grade teacher at Crook County Middle School in Prineville, Oregon. | also serve as
co- director of Crook County Schools Outdoor School program; a program that was the first to
start in our state in 1958.

We have organized this quality program to create a rich learning environment. Outdoor School
is fun, action packed, and full of memorable moments. At the same time it is a safe place for
everyone. Some classes are on riverbanks, or near lakes collecting macro invertebrate stream
information; deep in the woods learning about forest ecology, or on a nearby mountain
classifying plant species and learning survival skills. But most importantly we are learning about
others, ourselves, and our community as we build relationships with the people in our school
community.

I am encouraging you to support HR2648 to secure lasting funding for every Oregon 6th grader
Here in Crook County this program has been an important part of the community for so many
years. It doesn't just affect 6th graders but high school students as well. We feel our program
is especially unique because of the influence of the senior high students who act as counselors
for a 5 day period.

Through the decades we have had several students actually go as a young 6th grader,
comeback as a high school counselor, and then return as a teacher. This has been a powerful
life changing program for literally thousands of people throughout the years.

One of our current teachers was once a young “troubled man” as he would describe himself. He
had a teacher believe in him by asking him to be a high school counselor. His week long
experience was so powerful that he decided that working with kids could possibly be a career
choice. He received his college degree and now is a teacher/outdoor school teacher/coach and
father figure to literally hundreds of students who love him dearly. Suffice to say it is a
wonderful and powerful story!!

It has been a huge energy drain on our program trying to fund raise and apply for grants year
after year. As directors, we are becoming weary of the process and have decided that funding
has to be solidified from either the district or state. Please contact us if you have any questions

Sincerely,
Les Parker Co-director les.parker@crookcounty.k12.or.us

Lori Meadows Co-director lori.meadows@crookcounty.k12.or.us
Crook County Outdoor School Program






April 2015
Dear Lawmakers,

| am a retired teacher with most of my experience at the fourth, fifth, and sixth grade
levels. My husband is retired from the National Park Service as a Resource
Management Specialist. Together we have been involved in Outdoor Education
Programs in Florida, Oklahoma, and most recently in the Outdoor School Program in
the Baker 5J School District in Oregon.

Many students in Oregon are not exposed to contact with the outdoor world around
them. We urge your support for HR 2648.

Passage of this bill will allow all 5" or 6" grade students to experience the hands-
on learning needed to understand the environmental relationships that exist within their
local communities and in the world at large, as well as the necessity of maintaining
these healthy relationships.

In programs such as those established by the passage of this bill, students learn
collaborative skills, self-confidence, and social skills in working with other students to
meet the goals of an assigned activity.

Here in Northeast Oregon, we have many opportunities to interact with our
surroundings. As instructors in Baker 5J District's Outdoor School for ten years, we
have seen students grow in their understanding of forest lands, wetlands, conservation,
wildlife habitat, recreational and survival skills.

Please support this worthwhile HR 2648,

Thomas M. and Barbara E. Taylor
40049 Rhody Road

Baker City, OR 97814
541-894-2473
ghosttrail@msn.com



Dear Lawmakers,

My name is Gigi Meyer and | own Windflower Farm LLC, a 20-acre, sustainable, bio-
diverse produce and livestock farm in Bend, OR

| am urging your support for HR 2648 to secure lasting funding for every Oregon 5th
or 6th grader to be able to experience Outdoor School. Our state has a proud and
longstanding reputation for nurturing our natural resources and appreciating our
spectacular, natural environment. Enabling our youth to partake in hands-on,
outdoor learning will not only invigorate their individual minds and bodies but also
hold promise that Oregon’s environmental legacy will continue into the future.

As an elementary and high school student at Catlin Gabel School in Portland, | was
fortunate to have many opportunities to explore and study my State's varied and
landscapes and ecosystems. These early forays made a lasting impression on me and
cemented my desire to create a life that was appreciative of and in tune with the
natural world. My stints after college as a caretaker of farms in Puget Sound, WA and
in Tuscany, Italy provided me with hands-on education and became critical
stepping-stones towards my ultimately owning and managing a farm of my own.

At 56 years of age, | represent the typical age of the American farmer and feel a
sense of urgency and concern that our youth be exposed, excited and encouraged to
take up the plow and help feed the coming generations in our local communities.
Windflower has hosted all ages of students for on-farm activities and learning. This
year I've signed on with Rogue Farm Corps’ internship program to provide intensive
training to a future farmer.

In an era where young children are plugged in early and often to passive electronic
devices and spend an increasing number of hours indoors in non-physical pursuits, |
feel it is urgent that we provide an antidote to “nature deficit disorder”. Funding for
Outdoor School would provide young students, at a pivotal time in their
development, amazing adventures and meaningful experiences to better connect
them to their world and open their eyes to possibilities they might not otherwise
know.

Thank you for your time and consideration
Sincerely,

Janet L. (Gigi) Meyer
Windflower Farm
26285 Walker Rd.
Bend, OR 97701
541.318.1417



March 20, 2015

Dear Lawmakers,

| am an OSU Extension Service 4-H Youth Development Extension Agent in Baker County,
Oregon. For the last 20 years Baker County has conducted a 6th Grade Outdoor School

program and | have been a volunteer instructor and an evaluation analysis facilitator.

| encourage your support for HR 2648 to secure funding for every Oregon 5th or 6th grader to
experience an outdoor school event.

From my 20 years of outdoor school teaching experience, observation, and compiling
evaluation data here is what | know:

= an average of 13 science classes are presented in one week, subjects include forestry, fire,
entomology, ecology, botany, watershed, wildlife, archaeology, soils, geology, orienteering

= youth observe adults as instructors in a leadership role and interact with professionals living in
their community

= parents have the opportunity to participate and interact with their children during classes

= youth are introduced to possible career paths available in the natural sciences

= youth learn how forestry, insects, ecology, fire, botany, etc. all tie together

= every year, evaluation results indicate a significant impact in knowledge and skills learned at
the statistical level of p=<.05. This means that the program makes a significant difference to

their science skills and knowledge learned and we can prove it

= the program provides the opportunity for social skill development within groups. Classes are
mixed so students must partner with others they don’t know to accomplish a goal or skill

= the program introduces youth to high school science subjects, fulfills science Benchmark
requirements, and expands the scope of science learning that the regular classroom curriculum
doesn’t provide and the teachers don’t have time to include in their schedule

Thank you for your support.

Janice Cowan



environment. He increased his knowledge of science significantly in those five days, and overcame many
fears related to his social anxiety. He gained the confidence to take on additional new situations after that
time. But, we are blessed to have the money to pay for that experience for him. Other students, with
needs like his, or other, similar needs, don't have the money. They would benefit so much from this
experience, if only they could access it through their public school.

But beyond the emotional connection to this program, Outdoor School is a tremendous educational
opportunity for students. So many individuals don't have the ability to learn just by reading a textbook, or
listening to a lecture. So many are kinesthetic learners, who need that hands on opportunity. Outdoor
School does this. The curriculum incorporates STEM — Science, Technology, Engineering and Math core
standards as well as Next Generation Science Standards; and uses hands-on science based applied
teaching methods.

Again, | urge you to pass House Bill 2648, to allow every student in Oregon an opportunity to participate
in this wonderful program. If you have any questions about the information | have shared with you today,
please feel free to contact me by email (taramarieh@msn.com) or by phone (503-348-5660). Thank you.

Sincerely,

Tara MH Martin



Dear Lawmakers,

My name is Tara Martin, and | am an alum of Multhomah County's Outdoor School Program. | attended
as a sixth grade student at Harriet Tubman Middle School, and participated for five sessions as a Student
Leader (at the time called a Junior Counselor) while attending Jefferson High School. | returned to
Outdoor School while attending Oregon State University to volunteer my time for a week as a Special
Needs Student Leader, providing one-on-one services to a student identified with Severe
Emotional/Behavioral Needs. | again returned after completing my Bachelor's degree, for two sessions
as a staff member with Outdoor School.

As a student, | was shy and hesitant in new situations. The warmth and support | felt while at Outdoor
School, and the ability to become a leader in small group situations helped build my self-esteem, as well
as my communication skills and interpersonal relationship skills. In high school, my family went through
significant stress as my parents divorced, and | suffered from my own struggles with depression and
suicidal ideation. My time at Outdoor School helped keep me grounded and brought me a great deal of
happiness. | formed friendships at Outdoor School that | still have now, over twenty years after
graduating from high school.

My experiences at Outdoor School also helped me determine who and what | wanted to be when | grew
up. | developed an appreciation for the forests of Oregon, and a desire to help sustain them through
thoughtful practices. Initially, when | went to Oregon State University, | entered the Wildlife Biology
Program. This love of the outdoors and science was fueled by my experiences at Outdoor School.
When, by the end of my freshman year, [ learned that academically, my brain was geared for a different
type of learning than that required for a degree in Wildlife Biology, | turned toward another interest that |
developed with Outdoor School--caring for kids. | majored in Human Development and minored in
Psychology, and knew that | wanted to work with kids who were struggling, just as | had been, and give
them the support and light that | was provided while at Outdoor School. | went on, after working on the
staff at the Collins and Sandy River sites, to complete a Master of Social Work degree at Portland State
University. For the past 15 years, I've been employed as a Child Welfare Social Worker with the State of
Washington, where | have been a supervisor for the past two years. Outdoor School can do the same
thing for so many other students, instilling self-confidence, social skills, leadership potential; as well as
offering High School students experience in teaching, coaching, counseling and other career paths.

Now, as a parent of a first grader at Butler Creek Elementary School in the Centennial School District, |
am saddened to know that he will not be able to attend Outdoor School. Our district cut the program
because of the reduced budget the last several years. | am active in our school, and currently | am a Vice
President on the board of our PTA. But | know that no matter how hard | hope, | cannot change these
policies on my own, and | cannot secure the funding for Outdoor School on my own. That is why | am
urging your support for HB 2648 to secure lasting funding for every Oregon 5th or 6th grader to
experience Outdoor School. Today, approximately 50% of Oregon’s 5th and 6th graders are denied the
opportunity to experience Outdoor School. Inequitable access to Outdoor School contributes to the
achievement gap in Oregon schools. Only 5 of Oregon’s 36 report 100 % Outdoor School program
participation. Four counties report no participation and eight counties report less than 20 percent student
participation.

My son has special needs as a result of his premature birth, which include Sensory Integration Disorder
and Generalized Anxiety Disorder. Last summer, he was fortunate enough to participate in the weeklong
summer day camp, Adventure Wild, that is connected with Outdoor School. He blossomed in that



Dear Lawmakers,

I am a former Outdoor school 6th grader, high school student leader, and staff
member.

Outdoor School (ODS) was a pivotal part of my experience and is the reason | work in
natural resource restoration and community development today.

Though ODS may seem like a low priority on the list, it provides a lot of what
participants are lacking in their lives, providing critical insights for how to work together
and collaborate, find joy in learning, teaches critical thinking skills and much needed
science, and fundamentally makes our world a better place.

Please support full funding for Qutdoor School with HB 2648 and SB 439

Sincrely,

Sara Ennis



Dear Lawmakers,
I am a former Outdoor school 6th grader, high school student leader, and staff member

Outdoor School (ODS) was a pivotal part of my experience and is the reason | work in natural
resource restoration and community development today.

Though ODS may seem like a low priority on the list, it provides a lot of what participants are
lacking in their lives, providing critical insights for how to work together and collaborate, find joy
in learning, teaches critical thinking skills and much needed science, and fundamentally makes
our world a better place.

Please support full funding for Outdoor School with HB 2648 and SB 439.
Sincerely,

Sara Ennis
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To Representative Mike McLane —

My name is Gigi Meyer and I own Windflower Farm LLC, a 20-acre, sustainable, bio-
diverse produce and livestock farm in Bend, OR

I am urging your support for HR 2648 to secure lasting funding for every Oregon 5Sth or
6" grader to be able to experience Outdoor School. Our state has a proud and
longstanding reputation for nurturing our natural resources and appreciating our
spectacular, natural environment. Enabling our youth to partake in hands-on, outdoor
learning will not only invigorate their individual minds and bodies but also hold promise
that Oregon’s environmental legacy will continue into the future.

As an elementary and high school student at Catlin Gabel School in Portland, I was
fortunate to have many opportunities to explore and study my State’s varied and
landscapes and ecosystems. These early forays made a lasting impression on me and
cemented my desire to create a life that was appreciative of and in tune with the natural
world. My stints after college as a caretaker of farms in Puget Sound, WA and in
Tuscany, Italy provided me with hands-on education and became critical stepping-stones
towards my ultimately owning and managing a farm of my own.

At 56 years of age, I represent the typical age of the American farmer and feel a sense of
urgency and concern that our youth be exposed, excited and encouraged to take up the
plow and help feed the coming generations in our local communities. Windflower has
hosted all ages of students for on-farm activities and learning. This year I’ve signed on
with Rogue Farm Corps’ internship program to provide intensive training to a future
farmer.

In an era where young children are plugged in early and often to passive electronic
devices and spend an increasing number of hours indoors in non-physical pursuits, I feel
it is urgent that we provide an antidote to “nature deficit disorder”. Funding for Outdoor
School would provide young students, at a pivotal time in their development, amazing
adventures and meaningful experiences to better connect them to their world and open
their eyes to possibilities they might not otherwise know.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Janet L. (Gigi) Meyer
Windflower Farm
26285 Walker Rd.
Bend, OR 97701
541.318.1417



April 2015
Dear Lawmakers,

I am a retired teacher with most of my experience at the fourth, fifth, and sixth grade
levels. My husband is retired from the National Park Service as a Resource
Management Specialist. Together we have been involved in Outdoor Education
Programs in Florida, Oklahoma, and most recently in the Outdoor School Program in
the Baker 5J School District in Oregon.

Many students in Oregon are not exposed to contact with the outdoor world around
them. We urge your support for HR 2648.

Passage of this bill will allow all 5" or 6" grade students to experience the hands-
on learning needed to understand the environmental relationships that exist within their
local communities and in the world at large, as well as the necessity of maintaining
these healthy relationships.

In programs such as those established by the passage of this bill, students learn
collaborative skills, self-confidence, and social skills in working with other students to
meet the goals of an assigned activity.

Here in Northeast Oregon, we have many opportunities to interact with our
surroundings. As instructors in Baker 5J District's Outdoor School for ten years, we
have seen students grow in their understanding of forest lands, wetlands, conservation,
wildlife habitat, recreational and survival skills.

Please support this worthwhile HR 2648,
Thomas M. and Barbara E. Taylor
40049 Rhody Road

Baker City, OR 97814

541-894-2473

ghosttrail@msn.com



environment. He increased his knowledge of science significantly in those five days, and overcame many
fears related to his social anxiety. He gained the confidence to take on additional new situations after that
time. But, we are blessed to have the money to pay for that experience for him. Other students, with
needs like his, or other, similar needs, don't have the money. They would benefit so much from this
experience, if only they could access it through their public school.

But beyond the emotional connection to this program, Outdoor School is a tremendous educational
opportunity for students. So many individuals don't have the ability to learn just by reading a textbook, or
listening to a lecture. So many are kinesthetic learners, who need that hands on opportunity. Outdoor
School does this. The curriculum incorporates STEM — Science, Technology, Engineering and Math core
standards as well as Next Generation Science Standards; and uses hands-on science based applied
teaching methods.

Again, | urge you to pass House Bill 2648, to allow every student in Oregon an opportunity to participate

in this wonderful program. If you have any questions about the information | have shared with you today,
please feel free to contact me by email (taramarieh@msn.com) or by phone (503-348-5660). Thank you.

Sincerely,

Tara MH Martin



Hello Representative Piluso,

My name is Tara Martin, and | am an alum of Multhomah County's Outdoor School Program. | attended
as a sixth grade student at Harriet Tubman Middle School, and participated for five sessions as a Student
Leader (at the time called a Junior Counselor) while attending Jefferson High School. | returned to
Outdoor School while attending Oregon State University to volunteer my time for a week as a Special
Needs Student Leader, providing one-on-one services to a student identified with Severe
Emotional/Behavioral Needs. | again returned after completing my Bachelor's degree, for two sessions
as a staff member with Outdoor School.

As a student, | was shy and hesitant in new situations. The warmth and support | felt while at Outdoor
School, and the ability to become a leader in small group situations helped build my self-esteem, as well
as my communication skills and interpersonal relationship skills. In high school, my family went through
significant stress as my parents divorced, and | suffered from my own struggles with depression and
suicidal ideation. My time at Outdoor School helped keep me grounded and brought me a great deal of
happiness. | formed friendships at Outdoor School that | still have now, over twenty years after
graduating from high school.

My experiences at Outdoor School also helped me determine who and what | wanted to be when | grew
up. | developed an appreciation for the forests of Oregon, and a desire to help sustain them through
thoughtful practices. Initially, when | went to Oregon State University, | entered the Wildlife Biology
Program. This love of the outdoors and science was fueled by my experiences at Outdoor School.
When, by the end of my freshman year, | learned that academically, my brain was geared for a different
type of learning than that required for a degree in Wildlife Biology, | turned toward another interest that |
developed with Outdoor School--caring for kids. | majored in Human Development and minored in
Psychology, and knew that | wanted to work with kids who were struggling, just as | had been, and give
them the support and light that | was provided while at Outdoor School. | went on, after working on the
staff at the Collins and Sandy River sites, to complete a Master of Social Work degree at Portland State
University. For the past 15 years, I've been employed as a Child Weifare Social Worker with the State of
Washington, where | have been a supervisor for the past two years. Outdoor School can do the same
thing for so many other students, instilling self-confidence, social skills, leadership potential; as well as
offering High School students experience in teaching, coaching, counseling and other career paths.

Now, as a parent of a first grader at Butler Creek Elementary School in the Centennial School District, |
am saddened to know that he will not be able to attend Outdoor School. Our district cut the program
because of the reduced budget the last several years. | am active in our school, and currently | am a Vice
President on the board of our PTA. But | know that no matter how hard | hope, | cannot change these
policies on my own, and | cannot secure the funding for Outdoor School on my own. That is why | am
urging your support for HB 2648 to secure lasting funding for every Oregon 5th or 6th grader to
experience Outdoor School. Today, approximately 50% of Oregon’s 5th and 6th graders are denied the
opportunity to experience Outdoor School. Inequitable access to Outdoor School contributes to the
achievement gap in Oregon schools. Only 5 of Oregon’s 36 report 100 % Outdoor School program
participation. Four counties report no participation and eight counties report less than 20 percent student
participation.

My son has special needs as a result of his premature birth, which include Sensory Integration Disorder
and Generalized Anxiety Disorder. Last summer, he was fortunate enough to participate in the weeklong
summer day camp, Adventure Wild, that is connected with Outdoor School. He blossomed in that



April 13
Dear Lawmakers,

When | was in 6th grade, my class got the opportunity to go to Outdoor School. | remember hearing
seventh graders talk about their experiences and hearing them talk all about the amazing time they had. |
have to admit, the idea of leaving my family for a week and spending it with people | had never met
before was scary. However, by the end of the week | had many new friends and from different schools all
over Oregon. Not only was Outdoor School educational, but it gave me a chance to be more outgoing and
step outside of the box to meet new people. | remember that the last night at outdoor school was full of
tears. My entire cabin could not stop crying because we had become to connected over the course of the
few days. Before departing, | remember crying as | waved goodbye to all of the awesome counselors and
my new friends. | hope that other kids will be able to say they had an experience like this because | know
that 1 will never forget spending nights by the campfire talking with my newfound friends about the salmon
migration process and comparing the beads and badges we had earned over the course of the day.

Skylar

Age 13

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR
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Monday, April 13
Dear Lawmakers,

When | went to Outdoor School in 6th grade, | had a really fun time. | got to meet new people and make
new friendships, | got to learn new things that | wouldn't have learned in normal school, and | got to try
new skills that | didn't know | had. Outdoor School is a great way for children to connect with the
environment and other schools that they wouldn't have been able to without this program. | believe that
every kid should be able to go to Outdoor School and should be able to connect in this way.

Thank you,

Rhea Mehta

Age 13

Oregon Episcopal School
Beaverton, OR



Monday, April 13
Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor school may seem like a minor experience that costs money and is slowly becoming an old
tradition fading away. When it is actually and amazing experience that teaches kids valuable information
about the world around them. Here in Oregon we are known for being "green” with lots of natural forests
and wildlife. What would be the point of our future generations not knowing the importance of what
Oregon is so proud of.

I was lucky enough to go to Kiwanilong, Hancock, and Arrah Wanna for outdoor school. | had an amazing
time and wouldn't hesitate to go back. | cannot imagine Oregon without outdoor school.

Rebecca Walters

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Beaverton, OR



Monday, April 13

Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor Education brings students together and teaches them how to appreciate the natural world. | was
fortunate enough to be able to attend Outdoor School and have since been a changed person. | became
more open to nature and to my peers and learned in a complimentary but different way from my
classroom experience during the trip. | feel that everyone, no matter what background they come from,
should be able to experience Outdoor School. Please support Oregon's youth.

Raja

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



March 16, 2015

| am a sixth grade teacher at Crook County Middle School in Prineville, Oregon. | also serve as
co- director of Crook County Schools Outdoor School program; a program that was the first to
start in our state in 1958.

We have organized this quality program to create a rich learning environment. Outdoor School
is fun, action packed, and full of memorable moments. At the same time it is a safe place for
everyone. Some classes are on riverbanks, or near lakes collecting macro invertebrate stream
information; deep in the woods learning about forest ecology, or on a nearby mountain
classifying plant species and learning survival skills. But most importantly we are learning about
others, ourselves, and our community as we build relationships with the people in our school
community.

| am encouraging you to support HR2648 to secure lasting funding for every Oregon 6" grader.
Here in Crook County this program has been an important part of the community for so many
years. It doesn't just affect 6™ graders but high school students as well. We feel our program is
especially unique because of the influence of the senior high students who act as counselors for
a 5 day period.

Through the decades we have had several students actually go as a young 6" grader,
comeback as a high school counselor, and then return as a teacher. This has been a powerful
life changing program for literally thousands of people throughout the years.

One of our current teachers was once a young “troubled man” as he would describe himself. He
had a teacher believe in him by asking him to be a high school counselor. His week long
experience was so powerful that he decided that working with kids could possibly be a career
choice. He received his college degree and now is a teacher/outdoor school teacher/coach and
father figure to literally hundreds of students who love him dearly. Suffice to say it is a
wonderful and powerful story!!

It has been a huge energy drain on our program trying to fund raise and apply for grants year
after year. As directors, we are becoming weary of the process and have decided that funding
has to be solidified from either the district or state. Please contact us if you have any questions

Sincerely,
Les Parker Co-director les.parker@crookcounty.k12.or.us
Lori Meadows Co-director lori.meadows@crookcounty.k12.or.us

Crook County Outdoor School Program



Oregon State Legislature

I am a long-time outdoor school educator, having taught in programs in Oregon and California for
eight years. | also attended a Washington County ods program in the ‘70s. | recently attained an MAT in
environmental education from George Fox University in Newberg in which | focused research on the
implementation of the Oregon Environmental Literacy Plan (OELP) and HB2544 which calls for Oregon to
be environmentally literate by 2030.

Today | write to you on behalf of efforts on HB2648, in which outdoor school programs are
provided for all students in the state. Knowing the vast benefits of outdoor education (far beyond the
environmental science applications of hands-on learning), | encourage legislation that hastens our state’s
environmental literacy. The opportunity for 6th grade kids to interactively see nature at work in a
residential program, making connections with each other and with their environment, affords many
different benefits that are otherwise not on the proverbial test. Of course, outdoor school presents natural
science by its very design, but its design also presents cross-curricular benefits across the educational
spectrum; individual confidence, citizenship, health and physical fitness, inspiration, community-building,
and environmental awareness derived from a well-run outdoor school program can translate back into the
classroom as better-rounded students. My graduate studies suggested that outdoor schools set a grand
foundation for all the strands of the OELP.

| know that many schools in the state are striving toward achieving a better sense of ecological
awareness and that many teachers are open to addressing real community issues. | also know that,
around 6th grade, students reach a sense of awareness that allows them to see a larger picture of the
world: one larger than simply their own personal world-view. Finally, | suggest that localized and grass
roots understanding of one’s immediate surroundings (rather than trickle-down standardized education)
serves to tie students to community and region. In building an environmentally literate Oregon, a hands-
on learning opportunity like outdoor school sets young adults on a path toward understanding their (our)
communities, thus empowering them to help make informed and responsible decisions as adults that
pertain to focused community issues.

While there is no silver bullet toward reaching environmental literacy, the opportunity for students
to recognize the needs of their community by experiencing systems thinking, hands-on learning, team
building, exercise, and independence in the course of a residential stay at science camp sets up a
phenomenal basis upon which classroom teachers may draw. With concerted effort between schools and
environmental education programs, teachers will be able to draw upon outdoor school successes. With
more emphasis on what isn’t on the test, students become individuals - thinkers - and more than just
statistics. Outdoor school teaches children to become active participants in society and that, to me, is
what education is all about: not a test score.

Oregon is supposed to be a leader in the country in environmental issues. Our national
Congresspeople are a very positive force in this. With the 2009 passage of No Oregon Child Left Inside
(HB 2544), the Oregon legislature seemed committed to that goal as well. Six years have passed and,
still, the overlapping of the complementary environmental literacy curricular goals with common core
goals seems very far removed from public schools. The availability of outdoor schools statewide could
serve to bolster the adaptation of environmental literacy to our students and could make our 2030 goal
reachable.

There are many environmental education practitioners in the state eagerly waiting for an
opportunity to inspire students towards sustainability and environmental literacy. Residential schools can
be operated very efficiently - the Corvallis school for which | worked as an undergrad paid only
administration, medical personnel, and cooks, while utilizing university students as instructors and high
school students as cabin leaders - and resources abound. HB2648 would be a definite step in the right
direction toward meeting our 2030 goals in environmental education.

| thank you for consideration of this bill and believe that your support of outdoor schools for all
Oregon students will serve a huge service to the state.

Sincerely,
William F. Nelson
Bend, Oregon



Dear Lawmakers.

Please keep outdoor school open to all children of Oregon. Outdoor is important to us all. Me and my
class have had many memories there, from making new friends to having fun playing in the fields and
coming back to the cabin covered in mud. Kids should all experience outdoor school because it helps kids
connect to the outdoors and get away from the modern civilization of technology. As a child, outdoor
school helps us connect to our friends and even ourselves.

Nicholas Chang

Age 13

Oregon Episcopal School
West Linn, OR



experiences. If you want Oregon to be a strong community, you must have
Outdoor School. Outdoor School is where people learn to be human to each
other.

| will let others tell you statistics and figures. What | know for certain as a born
and bred Oregonian is that we need to love this place and each other to survive.
Unfortunately, | am unable to be present Monday, March 23", 2015. However, |
would be happy to follow up.

One quick story: Once, a troubled student went missing after dinner at Outdoor
School. Staff went running and searching for this student, and he was quickly
found sitting in the estuary alone. He said he wanted to go home. Later, | sat
with him in the lodge talking. This student had never had anyone run to find
him. He didn't grow up in a home that listened and validated his feelings. He
acted up a lot in school. It was policy to send the student home and a parent
was on their way. At the end of our talk, he looked me in the eye with tears
streaming down his face because he was scared to go home. [t’s not always
this obvious, but Outdoor School is a place where people learn what a home
really is.

Thank you for working for our future,
Megan Garvey



Dear Senator Chip Shields,

I’'m an Urban Land Steward at an Oregon land trust, the Wetlands Conservancy.
I’'m writing on behalf of my personal experience with Oregon’s Outdoor Schools.

There is a hidden reason for Oregon's amazing culture. From Portlandia to the
small rancher out east, Oregonians are full of surprises because we go against
the norms. Oregonians have strong opinions, but they are also open to
discussion and think for themselves. Oregonians are something special, and we
need to support HB 2648 to keep that critical Outdoor School experience alive.
Oregonians are better citizens because of Outdoor School, and I've seen
testimony to that on every angle.

| grew up in Beaverton and went to Outdoor School as a 6th grader. | could tell
you about how that sparked a change in me that led me to work for an Oregon
non-profit dedicated to saving Oregon's estuaries, wetlands and wildlife and
educating people of all ages, but | can do one better. On my path to working
for this non-profit, | taught at Outdoor School.

Today's children are more relevant than my experience. My brother, a doctor at
OHSU, could tell you how the widespread overuse of technology is becoming
dangerous to children's health. 1'm sure you have a good understanding of this.
My best friend, working in social work, could tell you how she sees Portland
youth failing to communicate healthily with their friends and family because so
much of it happens through a screen. You probably know this, too.

I've seen thousands of students come off of buses and walk into nature, their
hands free of machines, their eyes and ears open to the world. They're
uncomfortable and vulnerable without their digital safety-net. Although I'm a
huge advocate for learning about nature, | would argue the most important
thing that's happening at Outdoor School is purely humanitarian. Students are
learning to be social and part of a healthy community. Students are learning to
observe and listen to nature, and to each other. Students are experiencing their
peers and teachers on a whole new level. Students are learning that you can
see millions of things on a screen, but a screen doesn't allow you to fee/
anything.

| wish there was a before and after photo of every child at outdoor school.
Arriving, students are frightened, nervous, anxious, and shut down. Leaving,
students exhibit emotions you want to see in your population. Students are
kind, excited, active, smiling, caring, feeling, and charged up for more



Dear lawmakers,

Outdoor school is very important to a kids life, education and friendships. Outdoor school helps kid learn
about nature and the environment. | have learned to love a respect the outdoors from outdoor school. |
deeply encourage you too pass this law.

Luke

Age 13

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



April 9" 2015
Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor education is important to me because we can learn about the
outdoors and how to help it, we can make a difference in the world later in
our lives because we have this experience and education in the outdoors.
All kids should have the opportunity to participate in outdoor school
because we can learn how to help the outdoors and, we can be

independent and learn how to think for ourselves at outdoor camp or any
other camp.

I think that every kid should have the opportunity to go to outdoor camp
because we should have a chance to learn about the outdoors and its
many wonders.

Sofia
Age 11
Portland, Oregon Episcopal School



April 13" 2015
Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor school is very important to me. From 1st to 3rd grade, my school
did a three day outdoor school program. Now, every summer, | go with
OMSI for week long over night camps, very similar to outdoor school. The
one thing | learned in outdoor schools is the importance of doing your part.
You learn this in school, but it is very important on Outdoor School so that
your cabin is clean, that you complete tasks on time, and so that you have
a good time. | think Outdoor school should be provided for everyone so
they can have time to make new friends, have fun, and relax away from
the stresses of normal activities.

Makana
Age 12
Portland Oregon Episcopal School



Honorable Representative Doherty
State Capitol
Salem, OR 97310

Benno Lyon
5738 SW Brugger St.
Portland, OR 97219

Re: House Bill 2648 “Outdoor School for All”
March 10, 2015

Dear Representative Doherty,

| am asking you to support HB 2648 that would create a funding source for all Oregon 5th or 6th
graders to attend a full week of Outdoor School. Outdoor School changed my life, and my
current career as a 6th grade science teacher can be directly linked to my own trip to Camp
Howard in 6th grade, and the five times | volunteered as a high school Student Leader at
Outdoor School.

Oregon has long been a leader in outdoor education. Outdoor School began over 60 years ago
in southern Oregon as a way to educate an urbanizing population on the importance of
agriculture, forestry and healthy natural systems. We've learned that the kind of hands-on
learning rooted in science practiced at Outdoor School successfully engages students and
improves learning outcomes. In 2010, Oregon adopted an “Environmental Literacy Pian”
targeting all grade levels with age-appropriate experiences using STEM standards that will
directly result in improved career opportunities for graduates as well as creating more aware
and knowledgeable citizens. Now all we need is to put these great ideas to work for us.

A recent study conducted by the Gray Family Foundation found that less than half of Oregon
middle schoolers attend any kind of Outdoor School. Students in poorer districts are particularly
deprived of this effective and transformative experience. We are losing a critical opportunity to
connect Oregonians across divides of income, geography and knowledge.

Please be a part of the solution to the inequities we currently have in experiential education
Please help create the opportunity for all Oregon students to go to Outdoor School for alll.
Outdoor School for Alll Oregon grown. Naturally smart.

Thank you very much for considering this request.

Sincerely,

Benno Lyon

6th Grade Science Teacher
Oregon Episcopal School



March 15, 2015

Heather Stout
1236 NE Jones RD
Bend, OR 97701

Representative Knute Buehler
900 Court Street NE

H-389

Salem, Oregon 97301

Dear Representative Buehler,

I am a retired wetland scientist who also reviews Outdoor School grant
proposals for the Gray Family Foundation. I am requesting your support for
HR2648, which will secure lasting funding for every Oregon 5% or 6™ grader
to experience Outdoor School.

As a parent who taught stream ecology at Outdoor School, I have seen first-
hand how this experience exposes many children to the opportunities and
challenges of a week away from parents in an outdoor setting. One would
think that living in an area like ours, most of the students would have been
exposed to the outdoors, but surprisingly, this is not the case. For many,
this is their first time away from home, and often their first time more than
25 miles from where they live.

I have watched how this experience builds self-sufficiency and leadership
skills, particularly in the high school “counselors”. Many of the activities
teach the students to collaborate and work together. Perhaps the most
amazing result is to watch the light go on in a child who has had no previous
interest in science. I remember one young man who was totally fascinated
with a stone fly larva on a rock I had pulled out of the stream. In fact, my
own son subsequently served as a teacher at an outdoor school run by a
local watershed council.

Thank you for your interest in Outdoor School. If I can be of any assistance,
or if you have any questions regarding Outdoor School benefits, please
contact me at my email: ha.stout@charter.net.

Sincerely,

Heather A. Stout



Letter to Camp Tamarack Leaders from a High School Camp Leader in 2014

Camp Tamarack and the wonderful people who make it work are a rare gem that cannot be summed up in any amount of
words. [ have lived in many different places in my life but none as beautiful or wholesome as the environment we are
blessed with here. I had an amazing, life changing experience that has given me the confidence to thrive in the real
world. Tamarack is not the real world. This place is unlike any other and I hope it lasts forever.

The staff is caring, compassionate and dedicated to providing the perfect atmosphere for outdoor
education. Their purpose is to deliver a message to the youth of Central Oregon. They teach us to connect
with one another and the importance of our natural world.

They provide a loving, caring, and understanding environment that not every child experiences in the home lives. This
place is made to change lives and I am honored to be a part of it. Tamarack is given a handful of terrified student leaders
and over a hundred hyperactive 5th grade students. It returns a handful of confident adults and a united understanding
group of prepared middle school students. What happens in between is what I call, The Magic. In a matte of a week there
isa complete turnaround in attitude, respect, and self-confidence for every individual involved. The amount of personal
growth 1 witnessed in my time at Tamarack was inspiring,

Each night before bed I felt a feeling of proud accomplishment that I do not feel too often, I carry that
feeling with me everyday because it gives me the freedom and confidence to take my life in any direction my heart

desires. I will be forever grateful to this place for bringing out the best in myself and those around me. Nothing compares
to the love of nature and the magic of Tamarack. —

Taylor Richards, High

School Student Leader



Dear Senator Chip Shields,

My name is Lena Grover and I am a junior at Grant High School. I have been a
student leader with the Outdoor School program for three sessions and plan on being a
part of the Outdoor School community long after I graduate. I am urging your support for
HR 2648 to secure funding for every 5th or 6th grader in Oregon to go through the
Outdoor School program. This program is imperative for kids to experience because they
receive hands on experiences and they are in an environment that allows the opportunity
for success.

I personally went through the Outdoor School program as a sixth grader, and it
was one of the best experiences of my middle school career. Because of my student
leaders and the supportive environment that was created by Outdoor School, I was finally
able to understand how the environment directly affected me and my community. The
learning environment that Outdoor School provides encouraged me to come back as a
student leader. In doing so, I have taught many sixth graders about environmental
sciences. By learning out of a classroom, kids benefit from hands on experiences by
being able to see and touch what they are leaning about. By giving 5™ and 6" graders an
experience, they are able to absorb and comprehend science more effectively because the
information is being presented to them in a way that appeals to multiple learning styles.
During my time at Outdoor School, I have gained leadership skills and furthered my
knowledge on the Pacific Northwest ecosystem. This encouraged me to take college level
courses in environmental sciences and has also inspired my future career. Before Outdoor
School I was soft spoken and unable to talk in front of large groups, but this community
has given me an indescribable confidence that I can now apply in my everyday life. I will
forever be grateful for the program that has taught me so much, and hope for every 5th
and 6th grader in Oregon to get the same opportunity.

At the end of every week, our site supervisor tells us to never forget the “real
world”. Many think that Outdoor School is a vacation from the “real world”, but I can
assure it is not. The world we are surrounded by in our day-to-day lives, filled with cell
phones, cement buildings, and city lights, is not the real world. Being out in nature,
surrounded by a plethora of species and microorganisms, that is the real world. If we do
not educate the future generations about the environment, it will crumble. Students
should be given the opportunity to inform themselves about the environment that
surrounds them everyday. If we do not give them this opportunity now, there will be no
world left.

Thank you for your time,
Lena Grover



Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor Education gives an opportunity for students to challenge themselves, make new friends, and
learn in a new environment. Children that attend outdoor school come back with fun memories and
building blocks for their futures. Hands on earning about the environment, making new friends from other
schools within your cabin, taking responsibility and having freedom (away from your parents). My
experience at Outdoor School encorporated all of these things. | attended Outdoor School in 6th grade
(Camp Arrah Wannah). It was a really fun and interesting experience that | will never forget. | made a few
new friends that | am still in touch with, spent a week without my family which helped me for later trips,
and | learned a lot about the environment we live in. Please support Outdoor School for all Oregon kids,
as it will provide building blocks for their futures.

Ky

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



April 13
Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor school was important to me because it helped me become educated about the environment and
how nature works. All kids should get the outdoor school experience because it is a fun time with friends
that also helps educate.

Cole

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

When | went to outdoor school in the sixth grade, | didn't know what to expect to be honest. It became
more and more clear to me the further into the trip that outdoor school was a real treat, and it was a
reward that just couldn't be matched.

Colin

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Lake Oswego, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

When | first went to outdoor school, | wasn't excited at all. In fact, | wasn't looking forward to it. | was
nervous about being away from home for so long, and | hadn't really had the experience of being away for
extended periods of time. When we got to outdoor school, it slowly started to grow on me. The friends |
made were so much fun, and so were the counselors and teachers who were there. | still remember some
of the things that we learned about the soil and environment. Also, | made much better connections with
my grade. | was so upset to leave, and | am still in touch with a few of the people | meet. | hope that you
will pass this law, because | think that this a valuable experience that | want everyone to have.

Thank you for supporting Outdoor School.

Kendall

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



4/13/15

Dear Lawmakers,

I think that all kids should be able to experience outdoor school because it was a really great learning
experience for me and | think it is very helpful both educationally and sécially. It helps you learn about
nature and the world, which a lot of people don't have access to education about. It also helped me build
social skills because, outside of my friends, | am pretty shy, and | don't introduce myself to people that
often. | think it helped me because we all needed to learn how to get to know new people in a short period
of time, which | think is a good skill to have for the future. These are just a couple of concrete reasons |
have for wanting all kids to go to outdoor school, but | think you should support kids getting to go just
because it is an amazing and fun experience everyone should have.

Please support Outdoor school for all kids!

Karenna Hall

Age 13

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

When | first came to OES for 6th grade, | could not wait to go to Outdoor School. | am the type of person
that lives practically half their life outside and | couldn't bare to live somewhere that didn't have anywhere
to hike. When I first arrived at Outdoor School, | couldn't believe my dream was coming true. It turned out
that Outdoor School was actually a lot better than | had expected, even though | was convinced that it
was going to be the best place in the world. Outdoor School became a second home for me, and [ still
remember the sadness | felt when it was over. | remember bursting into tears as | got on the bus to go
home. Outdoor School was all | could think about and | even wore my name tag for the next week
afterward. All kids should be able to become this close with nature and the outdoors as | have. In my
opinion, it is a very important part of learning. Please give other middle schoolers this chance at being this
close to something and having a chance to bond. For the future of our country and our world, give us this
experience.

Jacquie Molloseau

Age 12

Oregon Episcopal School
Beaverton, OR



April 13

Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor education is important to me because of the experience and the knowledge of nature you did not
know before. You also gain skills you did not have.

Please support outdoor school.

Jacen

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Beaverton, OR



April 13 2015

Dear Lawmakers,

| think that Outdoor school is super important. The first time | went to outdoor school was in first grade
and | remember being really scared to be away from my family but my classmates were always there for
me and the experience helped build my friendships. The way that my classmates treated was so great
that it inspired me to to treat new students the same way the next year. | don't think this would have
happened if | hadn't gone to Outdoor School. | hope you will pass this law to give these experiences to
everyone.

Sincerely,

Ingrid Doubleday

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



April 13
Dear Lawmakers,

To me outdoor school is a change to get outdoors and explore the worlds around us. It can teach kids to
be more active and that you can have fun away from the computer.

Thank you for supporting outdoor school to all Oregon kids.

lan

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



March 12th, 2015
Dear Senator Richard Devlin,

Outdoor School is the place where I learned the skills I use in everyday life today. It is the place
where I learned the confidence and determination I used to get to get a stable well paying job at
16. 1t is the place I learned how much I love the natural world, and the people in it. Outdoor
School is where my eyes were opened to a new potential for me, a greater me.

Before I stepped off the bus at Sandy River Outdoor School for the first time to be trained as a
Student Leader, I was timid, quiet to most, and speaking in front of more than five people would
put me in a panic. I knew no one, I sat alone quietly in the loud dining hall, barely spoke a word
to anyone. My first week I went home sick near the end. After that I was not going to go back,
didn't want to. In December I got a small postcard in the mail, wishing me "Happy Holidays" and
on the back was every signature from the staff members I was convinced had forgotten about me
entirely. But they hadn't. That moment there I knew I had to come back and put my best two feet
forward. The next session I went to Outdoor School three times, each time growing more
confident and more willingness to learn. My time at Outdoor School is not done, I still have
more weeks to learn more about myself, the wonderful kids I teach and befriend, the natural
world, and the people around me.I had moved around a lot, never being in a house for more than
three years, I had finally had found a feeling of "Home" that I had never felt before.

Each time I step off that bus one or many new challenges will arise, some things that I'm not
ready for, some that T am but thing I need to pull through all the same. I know now that this is the
case throughout life. A wise person once told me "The moment you think you know everything
is the moment you know nothing at all" and I take that with me wherever I find myself. I am not
done learning, I am not done growing, and I am not done supporting Outdoor School and the
people attached to it. I never will be. Outdoor School is a place where Sixth graders learn to be
themselves through learning about the world around them. Its where High School students learn
to be leaders. Its where the future of Oregon is shaped. I urge your support for HR 2648 to
secure lasting funding for every Oregon 5th or 6th grader to experience Outdoor School.

Thank you for your time,
Gunnar Pedersen



ROBIN ZIMMERMAN

Latayette. OR 97127
Cell (503) 560-2517
grietbilli@gmail.com

April 23,2015

To the House Revenue and Education Committee:

I am asking for support of HB 2648. I am a grandparent, parent, an Outdoor school attendee, a
Outdoor School volunteer, and a citizen of Oregon. I want the best for our children and young adults.
believe every student should have the opportunity to experience outdoor school.

At 54 it has been more then 40 years since I attended outdoor school as a 6™ grader. I still carry
the memories and lessons I received there. For myself and many of my classmate at James John School in
North Portland this was our first experience out in nature and away from home. We arrived at camp both
excited and fearful. Soon we were placed in groups with other kids from all over the city. In the short week
there we learned trust and how to work as a team. Without even realizing it the science of nature was
brought to us in real world scenarios. Many things we learned in classrooms now made sense. And many
new lessons that could not be attained through a book were brought to life.

A few years later as a high school student I had the opportunity to volunteer as a camp counselor.
wanted to repay the gift I had received. This was my first experience leading a group of my own. I
remembered how I felt back in sixth grade so I was able to relate now. I understood the tension and fear
they carried. I was almost overwhelmed at the idea that these kids were looking to me to lead. I remember
one boy asking me if I liked having the week away from school and no school work. I explained that as a
volunteer [ was not exempt from my class work and was expected to make it all up when I got home. The
look of appreciation he gave me was priceless.

These experiences are vital in creating an adult that cares. Care about their school work. Care
about nature. Care about others. These are the things that make a good “citizen”.

Thank you for your time and support.
Sincerely,

Robin Zimmerman



Monday, April 13

Dear Lawmakers,

I'm fourteen years old and in eighth grade. Two years ago, | had the amazing experience of going to
QOutdoor School. This was the first camp I'd ever been to with kids from different schools, and | loved it. At
Outdoor School, | met and made friends with kids from other schools, some of which | still know today. It's
a unique and special tradition to me, a memory | will cherish forever. Please support Outdoor School for
all Oregon kids, and help them to have the experience | had.

Thank you,

Ella

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



Dear Senator Shields,

Monday, March 23 will bring advocates of outdoor education to Salem for the Outdoor
School lobby day. Though | can’t join them, as your constituent I'd like to add my voice
to the lobby and urge you to support the Outdoor School for All legislation in the 2015
session, Senate Bill 439.

You know how important the Outdoor School experience is for thousands of Portland
middle school students. The program is tenuous in every school district budget, and in
recent years has been reduced to just two days in Portland. But worse, the vast majority
of Oregon school districts do not yet offer the Outdoor School experience to their sixth
graders. SB 439 will change that, and support a full week of outdoor learning for every
Oregon sixth grader. All 42, 500 of them!

My daughters Laurel and Lydia both participated in Outdoor School as sixth graders at
Beaumont Middle School and returned many times as student leaders when they
attended Grant High School. Lydia told me about a little girl named Maria in one of her
groups from a school in North Clackamas. Maria's family had only recently arrived in
Oregon from Mexico and she spoke very little English. At Outdoor School Maria
flourished because she and her classmates learned the unfamiliar plant names
TOGETHER, and right there she became part of her class in a way she had not been
before. At campfire, Lydia said, Maria sang the camp songs with the brightest eyes in
the group.

That's what Outdoor School means to Oregon kids. Connection — with one another,
with the rivers and forests of Oregon, with their own love of learning. Please support
Outdoor School for All, and vote for Senate Bill 439.

Sincerely,

Edward Wolf

3414 NE 18th Avenue
Porttand, OR 97212
503-331-1498



March 16, 2015

| am a sixth grade teacher at Crook County Middle School in Prineville, Oregon. | also serve as
co- director of Crook County Schools Outdoor School program; a program that was the first to
start in our state in 1958.

We have organized this quality program to create a rich learning environment. Outdoor School
is fun, action packed, and full of memorable moments. At the same time it is a safe place for
everyone. Some classes are on riverbanks, or near lakes collecting macro invertebrate stream
information; deep in the woods learning about forest ecology, or on a nearby mountain
classifying plant species and learning survival skills. But most importantly we are learning about
others, ourselves, and our community as we build relationships with the people in our school
community.

| am encouraging you to support HR2648 to secure lasting funding for every Oregon 6™ grader.
Here in Crook County this program has been an important part of the community for so many
years. It doesn’t just affect 6" graders but high school students as well. We feel our program is
especially unique because of the influence of the senior high students who act as counselors for
a 5 day period.

Through the decades we have had several students actually go as a young 6™ grader,
comeback as a high school counselor, and then return as a teacher. This has been a powerful
life changing program for literally thousands of people throughout the years.

One of our current teachers was once a young “troubled man” as he would describe himself. He
had a teacher believe in him by asking him to be a high school counselor. His week long
experience was so powerful that he decided that working with kids could possibly be a career
choice. He received his college degree and now is a teacher/outdoor school teacher/coach and
father figure to literally hundreds of students who love him dearly. Suffice to say itis a
wonderful and powerful story!!

It has been a huge energy drain on our program trying to fund raise and apply for grants year
after year. As directors, we are becoming weary of the process and have decided that funding
has to be solidified from either the district or state. Please contact us if you have any questions

Sincerely,
Les Parker Co-director les.parker@crookcounty.k12.or.us
Lori Meadows Co-director lori.meadows@crookcounty.k12.or.us

Crook County Outdoor School Program



April 13
Dear Lawmakers,

I'was new to the school the year we went to Outdoor School. | was new and | had friends, but | had only
known them for about 5 months, so | didn't feel very close to them. Outdoor school gave me a chance to
connect with the people at my school and some people out of my school. The way the education was
presented was important, because some people are visual learners and some are mental earner. | feel
that both categories of people were catered so they could learn as much as they could. All kids should get
to experience that because the information is important and you become closer to your peers.

Claire

Age 13

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

It is incredibly important for children to go to Outdoor School because it gives them independence that is
necessary for growth and development. All kids should have the opportunity to go to Outdoor School
because it teaches them things about the outdoors that they can use later in life, and learning in a new
environment can be very helpful to children who are struggling. Outdoor School was a very meaningful
experience, and | hope you can please support it for all Oregon kids.

Christina

Age 13

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



a place they feel that they are safe and can be the best versions of themselves, perhaps even
one that they feel they can’t be at high school. Here at Outdoor School we support and
encourage our high school students to be their true selves, believing whole-heartedly, that each
one is special and has something to offer to their 6" grade students and we foster leadership,
self-reliance, and teaching abilities in them. For this reason alone | believe that every county,
school district, and municipality, should strongly consider sending their students to Outdoor
School. We are creating the future leaders, teachers, and scientists of Oregon.

The work we do with 6™ grade students here at Arrah Wanna Outdoor School is exhausting, and
laborious, but is by far the most rewarding and meaningful thing I've ever done in my life. Even
as an adult | feel transformed by the power, beauty, sense of belonging, and love I've found
here at Outdoor School week in and week out. | am writing to you, not as an employee, but as a
citizen who feels so passionately about the need for everyone to experience this place of
belonging and true fraternity with nature and their fellow Oregonians, that | would (and do)
happily work 16-18hr days, 6 days a week for the rest of my life just to see the smiles on the
faces of students as they learn a song, or how to identify a Douglas Fir, or better yet to see their
eyes light up when they finally realize that, “Yes! Science can be fun! | can learn something!”

Itis in this spirit that | urge you to support SB 439 and HB 2648 that would provide this amazing
experience for a full week to our youth all across the state. Oregon has been on the forefront of
the environmental movement since its inception, let's keep it that way!

Sincerely,

Christopher “Peake” Sharpe
Animals Field Instructor
Arrah Wanna Outdoor School



Dear Lawmaker,

My name is Christopher Sharpe and | am writing to you in support of a full week of Outdoor
School for all 5 or 6™ grade Oregonians. | believe that the Outdoor School program is one that
sets our state ahead of the rest of the country, both in Environmental Education and
responsibility, but also in preparing our middle and high school students for future careers as
leaders, teachers, and stewards of our beautiful state.

| have been teaching environmental education for 6 years now, all over the country, and have
yet to find a program as impactful and important as Outdoor School. Three years ago | moved
from Maryland to pursue a career in environmental education, having fallen in love with Oregon
on a visit to a friend in Bend, and knowing that Oregon is a pioneer in that field. Being someone
who is passionate about the outdoors, | feel that the only way to foster that same love,
appreciation, and stewardship in others is to start at the pivotal middle school age. At Outdoor
School we bring students from Portland out in to the woods for (ideally) a week away from
technology, hustle, and their everyday lives and expose them to nature, community building,
and science. One of my favorite things about the Outdoor School program, and something that
I've heard echoed by many teachers, is the ability to take a student who struggles in the
classroom and show them that they can be successful in learning science in an environment
that is not only beautiful and enriching to the soul, but is also comforting, safe, and supportive to
ALL students regardless of their background or specific needs they may have.

We are able to take 6" grade students from inner city school districts and bring them out into the
wilderness, mix them with other students from other schools different than their own, and watch
them grow before our eyes. There is nothing more satisfying to me as an educator, than to see
a student who was hesitant or even afraid to be here on the first night; crying on the last night
because they don’t want to leave this place. For many of the students we serve here, Outdoor
School may be the only time they feel their needs are supported, they are safe, and like they
can get a full 3 meals a day. When you add in the environmental education component, |
believe that we create a truly transformational and impactful experience for our 6™ grade
students, at a time in their lives when they are highly susceptible to outside influences and are
just beginning to form their own identities. Why not provide this opportunity to ALL Oregonian
children, why limit that experience to half a week, and most importantly, why not foster in these
children an appreciation for our natural wonders and this amazing place we all live?

The work that we do here at MESD Outdoor School and programs like it is unmatched
anywhere else in the country. When the program utilizes high school student leaders the impact
on both the high schoolers and the 6" graders is exponentially magnified. Here at Arrah Wanna
Outdoor School where | work, we have high school volunteers lead cabins and even teach
curriculum on one of four field studies (Plants, Animals, Soil, and Water). While the program is
ostensibly for 6" grade students, and while they do receive a great deal of improvements in self-
confidence, STEM proficiency, and learning how to work with others who come from different
backgrounds than their own, | feel that the true beauty of the Outdoor School program lies in the
work we do with our high school volunteers. | cannot even count the number of times | have
helped take a high school student who is unsure of themselves and what their life has in store,
and watch them build self-confidence, leadership, and mentoring abilities throughout the course
of a week here at outdoor school by leading a cabin of 6" grade students successfully. Similarly,
| can't count the number of high school students who've told me that Outdoor School represents



a place they feel that they are safe and can be the best versions of themselves, perhaps even
one that they feel they can’t be at high school. Here at Outdoor School we support and
encourage our high school students to be their true selves, believing whole-heartedly, that each
one is special and has something to offer to their 6™ grade students and we foster leadership,
self-reliance, and teaching abilities in them. For this reason alone | believe that every county,
school district, and municipality, should strongly consider sending their students to Outdoor
School. We are creating the future leaders, teachers, and scientists of Oregon.

The work we do with 6™ grade students here at Arrah Wanna Outdoor School is exhausting, and
laborious, but is by far the most rewarding and meaningful thing I've ever done in my life. Even
as an adult | feel transformed by the power, beauty, sense of belonging, and love I've found
here at Outdoor School week in and week out. | am writing to you, not as an employee, but as a
citizen who feels so passionately about the need for everyone to experience this place of
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faces of students as they learn a song, or how to identify a Douglas Fir, or better yet to see their
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Animals Field Instructor
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Dear Lawmaker,

My name is Christopher Sharpe and | am writing to you in support of a full week of Outdoor
School for all 5" or 6™ grade Oregonians. | believe that the Outdoor School program is one that
sets our state ahead of the rest of the country, both in Environmental Education and
responsibility, but also in preparing our middle and high school students for future careers as
leaders, teachers, and stewards of our beautiful state.

| have been teaching environmental education for 6 years now, all over the country, and have
yet to find a program as impactful and important as Outdoor School. Three years ago | moved
from Maryland to pursue a career in environmental education, having fallen in love with Oregon
on a visit to a friend in Bend, and knowing that Oregon is a pioneer in that field. Being someone
who is passionate about the outdoors, | feel that the only way to foster that same love,
appreciation, and stewardship in others is to start at the pivotal middle school age. At Outdoor
School we bring students from Portland out in to the woods for (ideally) a week away from
technology, hustle, and their everyday lives and expose them to nature, community building,
and science. One of my favorite things about the Outdoor School program, and something that
I've heard echoed by many teachers, is the ability to take a student who struggles in the
classroom and show them that they can be successful in learning science in an environment
that is not only beautiful and enriching to the soul, but is also comforting, safe, and supportive to
ALL students regardless of their background or specific needs they may have.

We are able to take 6™ grade students from inner city school districts and bring them out into the
wilderness, mix them with other students from other schools different than their own, and watch
them grow before our eyes. There is nothing more satisfying to me as an educator, than to see
a student who was hesitant or even afraid to be here on the first night; crying on the last night
because they don't want to leave this place. For many of the students we serve here, Outdoor
School may be the only time they feel their needs are supported, they are safe, and like they
can get a full 3 meals a day. When you add in the environmental education component, |
believe that we create a truly transformational and impactful experience for our 6" grade
students, at a time in their lives when they are highly susceptible to outside influences and are
just beginning to form their own identities. Why not provide this opportunity to ALL Oregonian
children, why limit that experience to half a week, and most importantly, why not foster in these
children an appreciation for our natural wonders and this amazing place we all live?

The work that we do here at MESD Outdoor School and programs like it is unmatched
anywhere else in the country. When the program utilizes high school student leaders the impact
on both the high schoolers and the 6™ graders is exponentially magnified. Here at Arrah Wanna
Outdoor School where | work, we have high school volunteers lead cabins and even teach
curriculum on one of four field studies (Plants, Animals, Soil, and Water). While the program is
ostensibly for 6" grade students, and while they do receive a great deal of improvements in self-
confidence, STEM proficiency, and learning how to work with others who come from different
backgrounds than their own, | feel that the true beauty of the Outdoor School program lies in the
work we do with our high school volunteers. | cannot even count the number of times | have
helped take a high school student who is unsure of themselves and what their life has in store,
and watch them build self-confidence, leadership, and mentoring abilities throughout the course
of a week here at outdoor school by leading a cabin of 6™ grade students successfully. Similarly,
| can’t count the number of high school students who've told me that Outdoor School represents



Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor School, | believe, is really important to a successful education. It showed me how important
wildlife is, and how we need to take care of it. Also it helped me meet new people, which was a nice
change from my school's small community. | tried new things too, things | wouldn't usually do if | was in
the comfort of my home.

Thank you,

Bridget Mclver

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



4/13/15
Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor school is a chance to hang out and get to know other kids out of the school you are in. These
days, everybody is always on their advanced technology and ODS gives you a break and shows you
nature.

Brandon Bee

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Beaverton, OR
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Attention: Rep. Gene Whisnant

Dear Gene

How nice it is for us to have you as one of our representatives; someone we can go directly to
when we have a concern. Even though we are not in your district, we know you always listen
and care greatly for the kids of Oregon.

As the former owners of Camp Tamarack in Sisters, Oregon, we are appealing to you for help.
There are currently two bills before the legislators in Oregon that would provide full funding for
every fifth or sixth-grade student (approximately 50,000 students) to a full week (5 nights/6days)
of Outdoor School or a comparable outdoor education experience reflecting local needs. This is
legislation that directly affects kids in your district.

This is an amazing opportunity for the students of Oregon and is being spearheaded by the
Oregon Outdoor Education Coalition. I encourage you to read about their efforts at
www.oregonoutdoored.org

We’re sure we don’t need to talk to you about the benefits kids get from this type of an
experience. There is so much they gain which means Oregon benefits as those young people
grow into adults. Currently, approximately 50% of Oregon’s 5™ and 6™ graders are denied the
opportunity to experience Outdoor School. Inequitable access to Outdoor School contributes to
the Achievement Gap in Oregon schools. Only 5 of Oregon’s 36 counties report 100% Outdoor
School program participation. Four counties report no participation and eight counties report
less than 20 % student participation. As you can see, this is an unacceptable situation and the
reason we are asking you to support:

e HB 2648: Outdoor School Bill — It Changes Lives. In the House Revenue Committee.

e SB 439: Outdoor School Bill — It Changes Lives. In Ways and Means Committee

The action needed is to amend in committee to attach mechanism for full funding at 22 Million,
which would cover the costs of Qutdoor School for 50,000 students as described above. That’s a
lot of money, however, those behind this effort have ideas for funding. They suggest coverage to
come from one of two ways, those accessing new money:

e Solid Waste Fee: $22 million per year from a fee imposed on all disposal sites that
receive domestic solid waste through a $4.40 increase in the tipping fee. This equates to
$3.75 per household per year.
or

e Unclaimed Bottle Deposit Funds: In 2017, the sources of funds for the Outdoor
Education Fund will be a portion of unclaimed returnable bottle deposits currently
retained by beverage distributors in an amount not to exceed $22 million per year.

We hope you know how much we appreciate your service and applaud the work you do. Please,
say “hi” to Josie for us and hope we might see you soon.

Sincerely,

Ted and Edie Jones,
Former owners / Directors of Camp Tamarack, Sisters, OR



Attention: Rep. Gene Whisnant

Dear Gene:

How nice it is for us to have you as one of our representatives; someone we can go directly to
when we have a concern. Even though we are not in your district, we know you always listen
and care greatly for the kids of Oregon.

As the former owners of Camp Tamarack in Sisters, Oregon, we are appealing to you for help.
There are currently two bills before the legislators in Oregon that would provide full funding for
every fifth or sixth-grade student (approximately 50,000 students) to a full week (5 nights/6days)
of Outdoor School or a comparable outdoor education experience reflecting local needs. This is
legislation that directly affects kids in your district.

This is an amazing opportunity for the students of Oregon and is being spearheaded by the
Oregon Outdoor Education Coalition. 1 encourage you to read about their efforts at
WWW .org.

We’re sure we don’t need to talk to you about the benefits kids get from this type of an
experience. There is so much they gain which means Oregon benefits as those young people
grow into adults. Currently, approximately 50% of Oregon’s 5™ and 6™ graders are denied the
opportunity to experience Outdoor School. Inequitable access to Outdoor School contributes to
the Achievement Gap in Oregon schools. Only 5 of Oregon’s 36 counties report 100% Outdoor
School program participation. Four counties report no participation and eight counties report
less than 20 % student participation. As you can see, this is an unacceptable situation and the
reason we are asking you to support:

* HB 2648: Outdoor School Bill — It Changes Lives. In the House Revenue Committee.

* SB 439: Outdoor School Bill — It Changes Lives. In Ways and Means Committee

The action needed is to amend in committee to attach mechanism for full funding at 22 Million,
which would cover the costs of Outdoor School for 50,000 students as described above. That’s a
lot of money, however, those behind this effort have ideas for funding. They suggest coverage to
come from one of two ways, those accessing new money:

* Solid Waste Fee: $22 million per year from a fee imposed on all disposal sites that
receive domestic solid waste through a $4.40 increase in the tipping fee. This equates to
$3.75 per household per year.
or

* Unclaimed Bottle Deposit Funds: In 2017, the sources of funds for the Qutdoor
Education Fund will be a portion of unclaimed returnable bottle deposits currently
retained by beverage distributors in an amount not to exceed $22 million per year.

We hope you know how much we appreciate your service and applaud the work you do. Please,
say “hi” to Josie for us and hope we might see you soon.

Sincerely,

Ted and Edie Jones,
Former owners / Directors of Camp Tamarack, Sisters, OR



Monday, April 13
Dear Lawmakers,

| believe that the law regarding the funding of Outdoor School should be passed. | myself had an
exceptional time at Outdoor School. Every child should get the opportunity to experience this. | learnt so
much about the outdoors and the world around me. The experience really allowed me to meet other
students from different schools, and | have made good friends from it. | bonded with my cabin-mates and
cabin leaders, and this gave me a chance to meet new people. In Outdoor School, we took a hands-on
learning style, and that is something we couldn't have done in school.

| honestly believe that every child in Oregon should be able to experience the amazing opportunity that |
have. | felt like | really learnt from it, and it was an overall great experience.

Sincerely,
Anisha Kumar
Age 13
Beaverton, OR



Monday, April 13

Dear Lawmakers,

Personally outdoor school is an essential opportunity or children to make friends, enjoy the outdoors, and
to be thoroughly educated on the ecosystem. Currently | am in 8th grade, and am still hanging out with
friends | met at outdoor school regularly. Outdoor school also gave me a chance to mingle with other
schools. | also really enjoyed learning about the outdoors and being away from home for sometime it
gave me a sense of independence and responsibility.

Alma

Age 13

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



Ona night
campﬁ're——a” the kids were sharing their favorite Part about

summer camP, we were at VCI’y

camp. This one little girl named Brooke stood up and said
that her favorite Part about camp was sPcnding time with
» l

me. After she said that, I had an cPiPhany, like “wow,
rca”g matter to these kids.

There are moments and kids like Brooke that rea”y make
you realize how much you impact
kids' lives, as the memories we
helP them ma|<c, and the
cxPcricnces theg have, stay with
them forever. The week or half
week that the kids get to sPcnd
at CamP Tamarack can change
their lives.

Since its most recent start last
sPring, CamP Tamarack has been
changing kids’ lives week after
week through its various
programs (outdoor school,
summer camp, TY camp, and other
Familg events). Charlie Anderson, the camP’s owner and
director, started “On Bc|a3 Ty,” a non Proﬁ't organization
that is the base of Tamarack for and in memory of his
brother, Tylcr, who loved the outdoors. Since the bcginning,
'Iy|cr’s memory has been cht alive, as he is even on the t-
shirts given to students, a silhouette lool(ing down on the
camp. From the start, there has been a vision for this camp
and I believe that vision has become a rea|ity.

RPAs George Hegarty describes the program, “The
environment and facilities at Camp Tamarack create an ideal
outdoor lcarning space for cxPcricntial education. By gving
RPA students the abilitg to be a part of this amazing Placc
as high school assistants, the sense of community and
students ‘owning their educations’ that is a large part of our
educational mission will be a PowerFu| part of the Iearning

cxPcrience for evergonc.”

or  unteeringat CamP Tamarack is like living ina
different rcalitg. One of the first things you do when you
arrive is choose a new name (usua”y outdoor related,) |
RPA students Comet, Taurus, Nature, Cygnus, or Maple.
You become a different and better person whose
for a week, or months, is to give kids an oPPortunitg to
in a fun and safe environment.
Ever since going out to
Tamarack the very first week
outdoor school 1 have
more conﬁ'clcnt, I have found
home, {:ami|3, role model, and |
have realized how much | ca
make a difference. Tamarack has
changcd me for the better
the more | give to it, the more |

have received.

Camp Tamarack imPacts
changes many lives. R
graduate Taglor Richard
(Taurus) said he gained “newfound

confidence” and started to carry himself in a
respcchcu| manner” because of the influence of the kids
Tamarack. Another student lcadcr, Faith Storg (Zorra,)
talked about how she gained “leadership skills and took a

more Positivc outlook on the world.”

Tamarack brings out the best in Pcoplc. It brings
togcthcr, forms Fricnclships, as well as families - it’s
to many and an escape for all.

Tamarack is one of a few things that is one hundred
percent goocl. Without it, Central Oregon woulcl be at such
a hugc loss. In the short time it’s been here, it has alreacig
changcd 50 many lives, mine included. While many words
could be used to describe CamP Tamarack, “home” has to
be my favorite.
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TWIN

Encountering Christ on the Oregon Coast

I believe having an outdoor school experience should be a part of every Oregon student’s education
because at Twin Rocks I have repeatedly witnessed outdoor school communities changing lives for the
better. Adult staff and volunteers experience a week of hard work and encouragement as they are
blessed by watching students make healthy choices and grow. Volunteers emerge from each program
tired, but with a renewed sense of purpose to contribute positively in their own community. High
School counselors often start outdoor school feeling insecure, defensive, lonely and selfish. The
outdoor school experience gives them the opportunity to serve their community by putting others first,
finding a purposeful and positive self-image, and developing a healthy understanding of love and
empathy for others in a world desperately seeking good people.

Please support an Outdoor School experience for all students by moving the Outdoor School
Legislation (HB 2648 and SB 439) forward with funding in support of a bright future for Oregon.

Thank You,

Joel Thomas

Outdoor Education Coordinator
Jjoel@twinrocks.org
www.odspartnership.org

TWIN ROCKS FRIENDS CAMP AND CONFERENCE CENTER
P.O. Box 6 ® Rockaway Beach, Oregon 97136 ¢ 503-355-2284 ® www.twinrocks.org



TWIN

Encountering Christ on the Oregon Coast
feel as though they are successful. Itaught as a teacher in Oregon and judge my own success based on
the lifelong success of my students after they graduated from my classrooms. It does a teacher’s heart
good and encourages them like few other things can to see their students learning life skills at outdoor
school alongside academic achievements and implementing them in the future. For many students
outdoor school is something a teacher can refer back to throughout the year, or in following years to
keep a struggling child on track.

Many students have their first experience away from home at
outdoor school, for some of them it may also be their first
experience in nature. At Outdoor School each person has the
opportunity to recognize they are a part of something bigger
and have a responsibility for their own actions. A great deal
of time is spent creating a safe and positive space for students
who may not have this safety at home. Outdoor Schools at
Twin Rocks give everyone involved a glimpse of a better
world. For many this becomes a goal to personally strive for
back home as they reflect on their friendships and memories
which last a lifetime.

Outdoor Schools are better equipped compared to traditional

classrooms to provide an authentic learning experience and

help paint a bigger picture so students can see how their school

work is applicable in real life.
I have seen students eyes light up as they discover
a world they didn’t know existed outside their own
door, and are inspired to make a difference in their
homes, schools, and community. At outdoor
school students learn about good stewardship of
the environment and are challenged academically
in cross-cutting ways touching on all major
disciplines. This type of experiential, cross-
cutting education is now a focus of Common
Core? and the Next Generation Science Standards®
adopted by Oregon. Outdoor schools have been
operating with these teaching strategies for years
and it is time to invest in and further develop these
preexisting resources to serve all Oregonians

2 http://www.corestandards.org/
® http://www.nextgenscience.org/

TWIN ROCKS FRIENDS CAMP AND CONFERENCE CENTER
P.O. Box 6 ¢ Rockaway Beach, Oregon 97136 ¢ 503-355-2284 ¢ www.twinrocks.org



TWIN
ROOKS

Encountering Christ on the Oregon Coast

April 20, 2015
Dear Lawmakers,

I am a trained teacher licensed in Oregon and have
committed much of my life to outdoor schools because they
address my personal goals and philosophies as a holistic
educator. Ron Miller, founder of the journal “Encounter:
Education for Meaning and Social Justice” gives the
following definition for holistic education.'

“That is a philosophy of education based on the
premise that each person finds identity, meaning, and
purpose in life through connections to their
community, the natural world, and to humanitarian
values such as compassion and peace. Holistic
education aims to call forth from people an intrinsic
reverence for life and a passionate [lifelong] love of
learning.”

At Twin Rocks Friends Camp this is my educational
philosophy for Outdoor School. Holistic education differs
from other forms of education because of its emphasis on
experiential learning and the significance placed on
relationships and primary human values. These are essential
goals to consider when educating students who will succeed
in life as healthy, prosperous and happy Oregonians
contributing to the greater good of this State. In an
educational system driven by tests and academic achievement
teachers often feel there is little room for healthy personal
and community development in schools. It is partially
because of this disparity that I believe outdoor school should
be a part of every student’s experience.

Another aspect of outdoor school often overlooked is teacher
experience and retention. For a teacher to stay connected in a
school and desire to continue to pursue their passion for
education and seek the best for their students they must

! http://www.great-ideas.org/enc.htm

Regarding HB 2648 and SB 439

TWIN ROCKS FRIENDS CAMP AND CONFERENCE CENTER
P.O. Box 6 ® Rockaway Beach, Oregon 97136 # 503-355-2284 ¢ www.twinrocks.org
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Dear Oregon Legislators

As the former owners of Camp Tamarack in Sisters, Oregon, we are appealing to you for help. There are
currently two bills before the legislators in Oregon that would provide full funding for every fifth or sixth-
grade student (approximately 50,000 students) to a full week (5 nights/6 days) of Qutdoor School or a
comparable outdoor education experience reflecting local needs. These bills are:

* HB 2648: Outdoor School Bill - It Changes Lives. In the House Revenue Committee.

* SB 439: Outdoor School Bill - It Changes Lives. In Ways and Means Committee

What an amazing opportunity this is for you to support the children of Oregon. Spearheaded by the
Oregon Outdoor Education Coalition, you can read about their efforts at www.oregonoutdoored.org

The benefits kids get from this type of an experience extend far beyond the fun of being outside.
Research shows that grades go up, behavior improves and a child's ability to relate to their surroundings
increases tremendously. Besides building an appreciation for what Oregon has to offer, students become
good stewards of what has been entrusted to them. There is so much they gain which means Oregon
benefits as those young people grow into adults.

However, currently, approximately 50% of Oregon’s 5th and 6th graders are denied the opportunity to
experience Outdoor School. Inequitable access to Outdoor School contributes to the Achievement Gap in
Oregon schools. Only 5 of Oregon’s 36 counties report 100% Outdoor School program participation. Four
counties report no participation and eight counties report less than 20 % student participation. As you can
see, this is an unacceptable situation and the reason we are asking for your support

The action needed is to amend in committee to attach mechanism for full funding at 22 Million, which
would cover the costs of Outdoor School for 50,000 students as described above. That's a lot of money,
however, those behind this effort have ideas for funding. They suggest coverage to come from one of two
ways, thus accessing new money:
. Solid Waste Fee: $22 million per year from a fee imposed on all disposal sites that receive
domestic solid waste through a $4.40 increase in the tipping fee. This equates to $3.75 per household per
year.

or
. Unclaimed Bottle Deposit Funds: In 2017, the sources of funds for the Outdoor Education Fund
will be a portion of unclaimed returnable bottle deposits currently retained by beverage distributors in an
amount not to exceed $22 million per year.

We believe this is an effort worthy of legislation and have faith that you will also recognize it as such. We
implore you to move the Outdoor School Legislation (HB 2648 and SB 439) out of committee with funding
so that they can be voted on and passed into law.

Sincerely,

Ted and Edie Jones,

former owners of Camp Tamarack, Sisters, OR
67040 Rock Island Ln

Bend, OR



Dear Lawmakers,
We are writing in support of house HB 2648 and SB 439

My husband and I have been teachers in Oregon for a combined 62 years - most of that time we have worked
directly with 6th graders, thus we have had the privilege of sending hundreds of children to Multnomah County
Outdoor School.

We teach at an independent school that serves a mostly affluent population that, nonetheless, is in great need of
education around natural resources, ecology and the environment and diversity.

In spite of the trend of shortening the ODS experience to just three days and two nights, our school has been
committed to the full five day program. Why, you might ask when we have a rich science program to offer our
students? When we stop and think about Outdoor School, it's mostly about nature and relationships. Over time
society has come to understand that it's these two things that support us at the deepest, most basic levels. When 6th
graders from four, or sometimes five different schools come together for a full 6 day week at Qutdoor School they
create a microcosm of what we hope will exist for them in the future of our state - a place where differences can be
celebrated and everyone can get behind the common goal of living sustainably with an awareness the the natural
world is not finite.

Until recently, a week Outdoor of School has been a given in Oregon. I believe it's one of the reasons why
Oregonians have a love of the natural world and a sense of respect for our history of being reliant on natural
resources. Times are changing - water will surely become a scare commodity and we'll need to manage timber and
grazing lands with great care. With Outdoor School firmly in place for all Oregon 6th graders, we should be able to
count on a citizenry that is informed and passionate about what makes Oregon a special place.

Let's grow the leaders of the future and give every 6th grader the experience they deserve.
Please vote in favor of these two bills. Oregon kids deserve this valuable program.
Sincerely,

Toni Holmberg and

Brad Baugher

5052 SW Nevada Ct.
Portland, Oregon. 97219



March 15, 2015
Dear Lawmakers,

| am a retired wetland scientist who also reviews Outdoor School grant
proposals for the Gray Family Foundation. | am requesting your support for
HR2648, which will secure lasting funding for every Oregon 5th or 6th grader
to experience Outdoor School.

As a parent who taught stream ecology at Outdoor School, | have seen first-
hand how this experience exposes many children to the opportunities and
challenges of a week away from parents in an outdoor setting. One would
think that living in an area like ours, most of the students would have been
exposed to the outdoors, but surprisingly, this is not the case. For many,
this is their first time away from home, and often their first time more than
25 miles from where they live.

I have watched how this experience builds self-sufficiency and leadership
skills, particularly in the high school “counselors”. Many of the activities
teach the students to collaborate and work together. Perhaps the most
amazing result is to watch the light go on in a child who has had no previous
interest in science. | remember one young man who was totally fascinated
with a stone fly larva on a rock | had pulled out of the stream. In fact, my
own son subsequently served as a teacher at an outdoor school run by a
local watershed council.

Thank you for your interest in Outdoor School. If | can be of any assistance,
or if you have any questions regarding Outdoor School benefits, please
contact me at my email: ha.stout@charter.net.

Sincerely
Heather A. Stout

1236 NE Jones RD
Bend, OR 97701



March 16, 2015
Dear Lawmakers,

| am a sixth grade teacher at Crook County Middle School in Prineville, Oregon. | also serve as
co- director of Crook County Schools Outdoor School program; a program that was the first to
start in our state in 1958.

We have organized this quality program to create a rich learning environment. Outdoor School
is fun, action packed, and full of memorable moments. At the same time it is a safe place for
everyone. Some classes are on riverbanks, or near lakes collecting macro invertebrate stream
information; deep in the woods learning about forest ecology, or on a nearby mountain
classifying plant species and learning survival skills. But most importantly we are learning about
others, ourselves, and our community as we build relationships with the people in our school
community.

| am encouraging you to support HR2648 to secure lasting funding for every Oregon 6th grader
Here in Crook County this program has been an important part of the community for so many
years. It doesn't just affect 6th graders but high school students as well. We feel our program
is especially unique because of the influence of the senior high students who act as counselors
for a 5 day period.

Through the decades we have had several students actually go as a young 6th grader,
comeback as a high school counselor, and then return as a teacher. This has been a powerful
life changing program for literally thousands of people throughout the years.

One of our current teachers was once a young “troubled man” as he would describe himself. He
had a teacher believe in him by asking him to be a high school counselor. His week long
experience was so powerful that he decided that working with kids could possibly be a career
choice. He received his college degree and now is a teacher/outdoor school teacher/coach and
father figure to literally hundreds of students who love him dearly. Suffice to say itis a
wonderful and powerful story!!

It has been a huge energy drain on our program trying to fund raise and apply for grants year
after year. As directors, we are becoming weary of the process and have decided that funding
has to be solidified from either the district or state. Please contact us if you have any questions

Sincerely,
Les Parker Co-director les.parker@crookcounty.k12.or.us

Lori Meadows Co-director lori.meadows@crookcounty.k12.or.us
Crook County Outdoor School Program



Benno Lyon
5738 SW Brugger St.
Portland, OR 97219

Re: House Bill 2648 “Outdoor School for All”
March 10, 2015

Dear Lawmakers,

| am asking you to support HB 2648 that would create a funding source for all Oregon 5th or 6th
graders to attend a full week of Outdoor School. Outdoor School changed my life, and my
current career as a 6th grade science teacher can be directly linked to my own trip to Camp
Howard in 6th grade, and the five times | volunteered as a high school Student Leader at
Outdoor School.

Oregon has long been a leader in outdoor education. Outdoor School began over 60 years ago
in southern Oregon as a way to educate an urbanizing population on the importance of
agriculture, forestry and healthy natural systems. We've learned that the kind of hands-on
learning rooted in science practiced at Qutdoor School successfully engages students and
improves learning outcomes. In 2010, Oregon adopted an “Environmental Literacy Plan”
targeting all grade levels with age-appropriate experiences using STEM standards that will
directly result in improved career opportunities for graduates as well as creating more aware
and knowledgeable citizens. Now all we need is to put these great ideas to work for us.

A recent study conducted by the Gray Family Foundation found that less than half of Oregon
middle schoolers attend any kind of Outdoor School. Students in poorer districts are particularly
deprived of this effective and transformative experience. We are losing a critical opportunity to
connect Oregonians across divides of income, geography and knowledge.

Please be a part of the solution to the inequities we currently have in experiential education
Please help create the opportunity for all Oregon students to go to Outdoor School for all.
Outdoor School for Alll Oregon grown. Naturally smart.

Thank you very much for considering this request.

Sincerely,

Benno Lyon

6th Grade Science Teacher
Oregon Episcopal School



experiences. If you want Oregon to be a strong community, you must have
Outdoor School. Outdoor School is where people learn to be human to each
other.

| will let others tell you statistics and figures. What | know for certain as a born
and bred Oregonian is that we need to love this place and each other to survive.
Unfortunately, | am unable to be present Monday, March 23", 2015. However, |
would be happy to follow up.

One quick story: Once, a troubled student went missing after dinner at Outdoor
School. Staff went running and searching for this student, and he was quickly
found sitting in the estuary alone. He said he wanted to go home. Later, | sat
with him in the lodge talking. This student had never had anyone run to find
him. He didn't grow up in a home that listened and validated his feelings. He
acted up a lot in school. It was policy to send the student home and a parent
was on their way. At the end of our talk, he looked me in the eye with tears
streaming down his face because he was scared to go home. It’s not always
this obvious, but Outdoor School is a place where people learn what a home
really is.

Thank you for working for our future,
Megan Garvey



Dear Lawmakers,

I’'m an Urban Land Steward at an Oregon land trust, the Wetlands Conservancy.
I’'m writing on behalf of my personal experience with Oregon’s Outdoor Schools

There is a hidden reason for Oregon's amazing culture. From Portlandia to the
small rancher out east, Oregonians are full of surprises because we go against
the norms. Oregonians have strong opinions, but they are also open to
discussion and think for themselves. Oregonians are something special, and we
need to support HB 2648 to keep that critical Outdoor School experience alive.
Oregonians are better citizens because of Outdoor School, and I've seen
testimony to that on every angle.

| grew up in Beaverton and went to Outdoor School as a 6th grader. | could tell
you about how that sparked a change in me that led me to work for an Oregon
non-profit dedicated to saving Oregon's estuaries, wetlands and wildlife and
educating people of all ages, but | can do one better. On my path to working
for this non-profit, | taught at Outdoor School.

Today's children are more relevant than my experience. My brother, a doctor at
OHSU, could tell you how the widespread overuse of technology is becoming
dangerous to children's health. I'm sure you have a good understanding of this.
My best friend, working in social work, could tell you how she sees Portland
youth failing to communicate healthily with their friends and family because so
much of it happens through a screen. You probably know this, too.

I've seen thousands of students come off of buses and walk into nature, their
hands free of machines, their eyes and ears open to the world. They're
uncomfortable and vulnerable without their digital safety-net. Although I'm a
huge advocate for learning about nature, | would argue the most important
thing that's happening at Outdoor School is purely humanitarian. Students are
learning to be social and part of a healthy community. Students are learning to
observe and listen to nature, and to each other. Students are experiencing their
peers and teachers on a whole new level. Students are learning that you can
see millions of things on a screen, but a screen doesn't allow you to feel
anything.

| wish there was a before and after photo of every child at outdoor school.
Arriving, students are frightened, nervous, anxious, and shut down. Leaving,
students exhibit emotions you want to see in your population. Students are
kind, excited, active, smiling, caring, feeling, and charged up for more



Dear Lawmakers,

Monday, March 23 will bring advocates of outdoor education to Salem for the Outdoor
School lobby day. Though | can’t join them, as your constituent I'd like to add my voice
to the lobby and urge you to support the Outdoor School for All legislation in the 2015
session, Senate Bill 439.

You know how important the Outdoor School experience is for thousands of Portland
middle school students. The program is tenuous in every school district budget, and in
recent years has been reduced to just two days in Portland. But worse, the vast majority
of Oregon school districts do not yet offer the Outdoor School experience to their sixth
graders. SB 439 will change that, and support a full week of outdoor learning for every
Oregon sixth grader. All 42, 500 of them!

My daughters Laurel and Lydia both participated in Outdoor School as sixth graders at
Beaumont Middle School and returned many times as student leaders when they
attended Grant High School. Lydia told me about a little girl named Maria in one of her
groups from a school in North Clackamas. Maria's family had only recently arrived in
Oregon from Mexico and she spoke very little English. At Outdoor School Maria
flourished because she and her classmates learned the unfamiliar plant names
TOGETHER, and right there she became part of her class in a way she had not been
before. At campfire, Lydia said, Maria sang the camp songs with the brightest eyes in
the group.

That's what Outdoor School means to Oregon kids. Connection — with one another,
with the rivers and forests of Oregon, with their own love of learning. Please support
Outdoor School for All, and vote for Senate Bill 439.

Sincerely,

Edward Wolf

3414 NE 18th Avenue
Portland, OR 97212
503-331-1498



March 12th, 2015
Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor School is the place where I learned the skills I use in everyday life today. It is the place
where [ learned the confidence and determination I used to get to get a stable well paying job at
16. It is the place I learned how much I love the natural world, and the people in it. Outdoor
School is where my eyes were opened to a new potential for me, a greater me.

Before I stepped off the bus at Sandy River Outdoor School for the first time to be trained as a
Student Leader, I was timid, quiet to most, and speaking in front of more than five people would
put me in a panic. I knew no one, I sat alone quietly in the loud dining hall, barely spoke a word
to anyone. My first week I went home sick near the end. After that I was not going to go back,
didn't want to. In December I got a small postcard in the mail, wishing me "Happy Holidays" and
on the back was every signature from the staff members I was convinced had forgotten about me
entirely. But they hadn't. That moment there I knew I had to come back and put my best two feet
forward. The next session I went to Outdoor School three times, each time growing more
confident and more willingness to learn. My time at Outdoor School is not done, I still have
more weeks to learn more about myself, the wonderful kids I teach and befriend, the natural
world, and the people around me.I had moved around a lot, never being in a house for more than
three years, I had finally had found a feeling of "Home" that I had never felt before.

Each time I step off that bus one or many new challenges will arise, some things that I'm not
ready for, some that I am but thing I need to pull through all the same. I know now that this is the
case throughout life. A wise person once told me "The moment you think you know everything
is the moment you know nothing at all" and I take that with me wherever I find myself. I am not
done learning, I am not done growing, and I am not done supporting Outdoor School and the
people attached to it. I never will be. Outdoor School is a place where Sixth graders learn to be
themselves through learning about the world around them. Its where High School students learn
to be leaders. Its where the future of Oregon is shaped. I urge your support for HR 2648 to
secure lasting funding for every Oregon 5th or 6th grader to experience Outdoor School.

Thank you for your time,
Gunnar Pedersen



Dear Lawmakers,

| am asking for support of HB 2648. | am a grandparent, parent, an Outdoor school attendee, a
Outdoor School volunteer, and a citizen of Oregon. | want the best for our children and young
adults. | believe every student should have the opportunity to experience outdoor school.

At 54 it has been more then 40 years since | attended outdoor school as a 6th grader. | still
carry the memories and lessons | received there. For myself and many of my classmate at
James John School in North Portland this was our first experience out in nature and away from
home. We arrived at camp both excited and fearful. Soon we were placed in groups with other
kids from all over the city. In the short week there we learned trust and how to work as a team.
Without even realizing it the science of nature was brought to us in real world scenarios. Many
things we learned in classrooms now made sense. And many new lessons that could not be
attained through a book were brought to life.

A few years later as a high school student | had the opportunity to volunteer as a camp
counselor. | wanted to repay the gift | had received. This was my first experience leading a
group of my own. | remembered how | felt back in sixth grade so | was able to relate now. |
understood the tension and fear they carried. | was almost overwhelmed at the idea that these
kids were looking to me to lead. | remember one boy asking me if | liked having the week away
from school and no school work. | explained that as a volunteer | was not exempt from my class
work and was expected to make it all up when | got home. The look of appreciation he gave me
was priceless.

These experiences are vital in creating an adult that cares. Care about their school work. Care
about nature. Care about others. These are the things that make a good “citizen”.

Thank you for your time and support.
Sincerely,

Robin Zimmerman



outdoor schools statewide could serve to bolster the adaptation of environmental literacy to our
students and could make our 2030 goal reachable.

There are many environmental education practitioners in the state eagerly waiting for an
opportunity to inspire students towards sustainability and environmental literacy. Residential
schools can be operated very efficiently - the Corvallis school for which | worked as an
undergrad paid only administration, medical personnel, and cooks, while utilizing university
students as instructors and high school students as cabin leaders - and resources abound.
HB2648 would be a definite step in the right direction toward meeting our 2030 goals in
environmental education.

| thank you for consideration of this bill and believe that your support of outdoor schools
for all Oregon students will serve a huge service to the state.

Sincerely,

William F. Nelson
Bend, Oregon



Dear Lawmakers,

| am a long-time outdoor school educator, having taught in programs in Oregon and
California for eight years. | also attended a Washington County ods program in the ‘70s. |
recently attained an MAT in environmental education from George Fox University in Newberg in
which | focused research on the implementation of the Oregon Environmental Literacy Plan
(OELP) and HB2544 which calls for Oregon to be environmentally literate by 2030.

Today | write to you on behalf of efforts on HB2648, in which outdoor school programs
are provided for all students in the state. Knowing the vast benefits of outdoor education (far
beyond the environmental science applications of hands-on learning), | encourage legislation
that hastens our state’s environmental literacy. The opportunity for 6th grade kids to interactively
see nature at work in a residential program, making connections with each other and with their
environment, affords many different benefits that are otherwise not on the proverbial test. Of
course, outdoor school presents natural science by its very design, but its design also presents
cross-curricular benefits across the educational spectrum; individual confidence, citizenship,
health and physical fitness, inspiration, community-building, and environmental awareness
derived from a well-run outdoor school program can translate back into the classroom as better-
rounded students. My graduate studies suggested that outdoor schools set a grand foundation
for all the strands of the OELP.

I know that many schools in the state are striving toward achieving a better sense of
ecological awareness and that many teachers are open to addressing real community issues. |
also know that, around 6th grade, students reach a sense of awareness that allows them to see
a larger picture of the world: one larger than simply their own personal world-view. Finally, |
suggest that localized and grass roots understanding of one’s immediate surroundings (rather
than trickle-down standardized education) serves to tie students to community and region. In
building an environmentally literate Oregon, a hands-on learning opportunity like outdoor school
sets young adults on a path toward understanding their (our) communities, thus empowering
them to help make informed and responsible decisions as adults that pertain to focused
community issues.

While there is no silver bullet toward reaching environmental literacy, the opportunity for
students to recognize the needs of their community by experiencing systems thinking, hands-on
learning, team building, exercise, and independence in the course of a residential stay at
science camp sets up a phenomenal basis upon which classroom teachers may draw. With
concerted effort between schools and environmental education programs, teachers will be able
to draw upon outdoor school successes. With more emphasis on what isn’t on the test, students
become individuals - thinkers - and more than just statistics. Outdoor school teaches children to
become active participants in society and that, to me, is what education is all about: not a test
score.

Oregon is supposed to be a leader in the country in environmental issues. Our national
Congresspeople are a very positive force in this. With the 2009 passage of No Oregon Child
Left Inside (HB 2544), the Oregon legislature seemed committed to that goal as well. Six years
have passed and, still, the overlapping of the complementary environmental literacy curricular
goals with common core goals seems very far removed from public schools. The availability of



Dear Lawmakers,

My name is Gigi Meyer and | own Windflower Farm LLC, a 20-acre, sustainable, bio-
diverse produce and livestock farm in Bend, OR

| am urging your support for HR 2648 to secure lasting funding for every Oregon 5th
or 6th grader to be able to experience Outdoor School. Our state has a proud and
longstanding reputation for nurturing our natural resources and appreciating our
spectacular, natural environment. Enabling our youth to partake in hands-on,
outdoor learning will not only invigorate their individual minds and bodies but also
hold promise that Oregon’s environmental legacy will continue into the future.

As an elementary and high school student at Catlin Gabel School in Portland, | was
fortunate to have many opportunities to explore and study my State's varied and
landscapes and ecosystems. These early forays made a lasting impression on me and
cemented my desire to create a life that was appreciative of and in tune with the
natural world. My stints after college as a caretaker of farms in Puget Sound, WA and
in Tuscany, ltaly provided me with hands-on education and became critical
stepping-stones towards my ultimately owning and managing a farm of my own.

At 56 years of age, | represent the typical age of the American farmer and feel a
sense of urgency and concern that our youth be exposed, excited and encouraged to
take up the plow and help feed the coming generations in our local communities.
Windflower has hosted all ages of students for on-farm activities and learning. This
year |'ve signed on with Rogue Farm Corps’ internship program to provide intensive
training to a future farmer.

In an era where young children are plugged in early and often to passive electronic
devices and spend an increasing number of hours indoors in non-physical pursuits, |
feel it is urgent that we provide an antidote to “nature deficit disorder”. Funding for
Outdoor School would provide young students, at a pivotal time in their
development, amazing adventures and meaningful experiences to better connect
them to their world and open their eyes to possibilities they might not otherwise
know.

Thank you for your time and consideration
Sincerely,

Janet L. (Gigi) Meyer
Windflower Farm
26285 Walker Rd.
Bend, OR 97701
541.318.1417



March 20, 2015

Dear Lawmakers,

I am an OSU Extension Service 4-H Youth Development Extension Agent in Baker County,
Oregon. For the last 20 years Baker County has conducted a 6th Grade Outdoor School

program and | have been a volunteer instructor and an evaluation analysis facilitator.

| encourage your support for HR 2648 to secure funding for every Oregon 5th or 6th grader to
experience an outdoor school event.

From my 20 years of outdoor school teaching experience, observation, and compiling
evaluation data here is what | know:

= an average of 13 science classes are presented in one week, subjects include forestry, fire,
entomology, ecology, botany, watershed, wildlife, archaeology, soils, geology, orienteering

= youth observe adults as instructors in a leadership role and interact with professionals living in
their community

= parents have the opportunity to participate and interact with their children during classes

= youth are introduced to possible career paths available in the natural sciences

= youth learn how forestry, insects, ecology, fire, botany, etc. all tie together

= gvery year, evaluation results indicate a significant impact in knowledge and skills learned at
the statistical level of p=<.05. This means that the program makes a significant difference to

their science skills and knowledge learned and we can prove it

= the program provides the opportunity for social skill development within groups. Classes are
mixed so students must partner with others they don’t know to accomplish a goal or skill

= the program introduces youth to high school science subjects, fulfills science Benchmark
requirements, and expands the scope of science learning that the regular classroom curriculum
doesn’t provide and the teachers don’t have time to include in their schedule

Thank you for your support.

Janice Cowan



environment. He increased his knowledge of science significantly in those five days, and overcame many
fears related to his social anxiety. He gained the confidence to take on additional new situations after that
time. But, we are blessed to have the money to pay for that experience for him. Other students, with
needs like his, or other, similar needs, don't have the money. They would benefit so much from this
experience, if only they could access it through their public school.

But beyond the emotional connection to this program, Outdoor School is a tremendous educational
opportunity for students. So many individuals don't have the ability to learn just by reading a textbook, or
listening to a lecture. So many are kinesthetic learners, who need that hands on opportunity. Outdoor
School does this. The curriculum incorporates STEM — Science, Technology, Engineering and Math core
standards as well as Next Generation Science Standards; and uses hands-on science based applied
teaching methods.

Again, | urge you to pass House Bill 2648, to allow every student in Oregon an opportunity to participate
in this wonderful program. If you have any questions about the information | have shared with you today,
please feel free to contact me by email (taramarieh@msn.com) or by phone (503-348-5660). Thank you.

Sincerely,

Tara MH Martin



Dear Lawmakers,

My name is Tara Martin, and | am an alum of Multnomah County's Outdoor School Program. | attended
as a sixth grade student at Harriet Tubman Middle School, and participated for five sessions as a Student
Leader (at the time called a Junior Counselor) while attending Jefferson High School. | returned to
Outdoor School while attending Oregon State University to volunteer my time for a week as a Special
Needs Student Leader, providing one-on-one services to a student identified with Severe
Emotional/Behavioral Needs. | again returned after completing my Bachelor's degree, for two sessions
as a staff member with Outdoor School.

As a student, | was shy and hesitant in new situations. The warmth and support I felt while at Outdoor
School, and the ability to become a leader in small group situations helped build my self-esteem, as well
as my communication skills and interpersonal relationship skills. In high school, my family went through
significant stress as my parents divorced, and | suffered from my own struggles with depression and
suicidal ideation. My time at Outdoor School helped keep me grounded and brought me a great deal of
happiness. | formed friendships at Outdoor School that | still have now, over twenty years after
graduating from high school.

My experiences at Outdoor School also helped me determine who and what | wanted to be when | grew
up. | developed an appreciation for the forests of Oregon, and a desire to help sustain them through
thoughtful practices. Initially, when | went to Oregon State University, | entered the Wildlife Biology
Program. This love of the outdoors and science was fueled by my experiences at Outdoor School.
When, by the end of my freshman year, | learned that academically, my brain was geared for a different
type of learning than that required for a degree in Wildlife Biology, | turned toward another interest that |
developed with Outdoor School--caring for kids. | majored in Human Development and minored in
Psychology, and knew that | wanted to work with kids who were struggling, just as | had been, and give
them the support and light that | was provided while at Outdoor School. | went on, after working on the
staff at the Collins and Sandy River sites, to complete a Master of Social Work degree at Portland State
University. For the past 15 years, I've been employed as a Child Welfare Social Worker with the State of
Washington, where | have been a supervisor for the past two years. Outdoor School can do the same
thing for so many other students, instilling self-confidence, social skills, leadership potential; as well as
offering High School students experience in teaching, coaching, counseling and other career paths.

Now, as a parent of a first grader at Butler Creek Elementary School in the Centennial School District, |
am saddened to know that he will not be able to attend Outdoor School. Our district cut the program
because of the reduced budget the last several years. | am active in our school, and currently | am a Vice
President on the board of our PTA. But | know that no matter how hard | hope, | cannot change these
policies on my own, and | cannot secure the funding for Outdoor School on my own. Thatis why | am
urging your support for HB 2648 to secure lasting funding for every Oregon 5th or 6th grader to
experience Outdoor School. Today, approximately 50% of Oregon’s 5th and 6th graders are denied the
opportunity to experience Outdoor School. Inequitable access to Outdoor School contributes to the
achievement gap in Oregon schools. Only 5 of Oregon’s 36 report 100 % Outdoor School program
participation. Four counties report no participation and eight counties report less than 20 percent student
participation.

My son has special needs as a result of his premature birth, which include Sensory Integration Disorder
and Generalized Anxiety Disorder. Last summer, he was fortunate enough to participate in the weeklong
summer day camp, Adventure Wild, that is connected with Outdoor School. He blossomed in that



Dear Lawmakers,

I am a former Outdoor school 6th grader, high school student leader, and staff
member.

Outdoor School (ODS) was a pivotal part of my experience and is the reason | work in
natural resource restoration and community development today.

Though ODS may seem like a low priority on the list, it provides a lot of what
participants are lacking in their lives, providing critical insights for how to work together
and collaborate, find joy in learning, teaches critical thinking skills and much needed
science, and fundamentally makes our world a better place.

Please support full funding for Outdoor School with HB 2648 and SB 439

Sincrely,

Sara Ennis



Dear Lawmakers,
I am a former Outdoor school 6th grader, high school student leader, and staff member

Outdoor School (ODS) was a pivotal part of my experience and is the reason | work in natural
resource restoration and community development today.

Though ODS may seem like a low priority on the list, it provides a lot of what participants are
lacking in their lives, providing critical insights for how to work together and collaborate, find joy
in learning, teaches critical thinking skills and much needed science, and fundamentally makes
our world a better place.

Please support full funding for Outdoor School with HB 2648 and SB 439.

Sincerely,

Sara Ennis
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To Representative Mike McLane —

My name is Gigi Meyer and I own Windflower Farm LLC, a 20-acre, sustainable, bio-
diverse produce and livestock farm in Bend, OR

I am urging your support for HR 2648 to secure lasting funding for every Oregon 5th or
6™ grader to be able to experience Outdoor School. Our state has a proud and
longstanding reputation for nurturing our natural resources and appreciating our
spectacular, natural environment. Enabling our youth to partake in hands-on, outdoor
learning will not only invigorate their individual minds and bodies but also hold promise
that Oregon’s environmental legacy will continue into the future.

As an elementary and high school student at Catlin Gabel School in Portland, I was
fortunate to have many opportunities to explore and study my State’s varied and
landscapes and ecosystems. These early forays made a lasting impression on me and
cemented my desire to create a life that was appreciative of and in tune with the natural
world. My stints after college as a caretaker of farms in Puget Sound, WA and in
Tuscany, Italy provided me with hands-on education and became critical stepping-stones
towards my ultimately owning and managing a farm of my own.

At 56 years of age, I represent the typical age of the American farmer and feel a sense of
urgency and concern that our youth be exposed, excited and encouraged to take up the
plow and help feed the coming generations in our local communities. Windflower has
hosted all ages of students for on-farm activities and learning. This year I’ve signed on
with Rogue Farm Corps’ internship program to provide intensive training to a future
farmer.

In an era where young children are plugged in early and often to passive electronic
devices and spend an increasing number of hours indoors in non-physical pursuits, I feel
it is urgent that we provide an antidote to “nature deficit disorder”. Funding for Outdoor
School would provide young students, at a pivotal time in their development, amazing
adventures and meaningful experiences to better connect them to their world and open
their eyes to possibilities they might not otherwise know.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Janet L. (Gigi) Meyer
Windflower Farm
26285 Walker Rd.
Bend, OR 97701
541.318.1417



April 2015
Dear Lawmakers,

| am a retired teacher with most of my experience at the fourth, fifth, and sixth grade
levels. My husband is retired from the National Park Service as a Resource
Management Specialist. Together we have been involved in Outdoor Education
Programs in Florida, Oklahoma, and most recently in the Outdoor School Program in
the Baker 5J School District in Oregon.

Many students in Oregon are not exposed to contact with the outdoor world around
them. We urge your support for HR 2648.

Passage of this bill will allow all 5™ or 6™ grade students to experience the hands-
on learning needed to understand the environmental relationships that exist within their
local communities and in the world at large, as well as the necessity of maintaining
these healthy relationships.

In programs such as those established by the passage of this bill, students learn
collaborative skills, self-confidence, and social skills in working with other students to
meet the goals of an assigned activity.

Here in Northeast Oregon, we have many opportunities to interact with our
surroundings. As instructors in Baker 5J District's Outdoor School for ten years, we
have seen students grow in their understanding of forest lands, wetlands, conservation,
wildlife habitat, recreational and survival skills.

Please support this worthwhile HR 2648,
Thomas M. and Barbara E. Taylor
40049 Rhody Road

Baker City, OR 97814

541-894-2473

ghosttrail@msn.com



environment. He increased his knowledge of science significantly in those five days, and overcame many
fears related to his social anxiety. He gained the confidence to take on additional new situations after that
time. But, we are blessed to have the money to pay for that experience for him. Other students, with
needs like his, or other, similar needs, don't have the money. They would benefit so much from this
experience, if only they could access it through their public school.

But beyond the emotional connection to this program, Outdoor School is a tremendous educational
opportunity for students. So many individuals don't have the ability to learn just by reading a textbook, or
listening to a lecture. So many are kinesthetic learners, who need that hands on opportunity. Outdoor
School does this. The curriculum incorporates STEM — Science, Technology, Engineering and Math core
standards as well as Next Generation Science Standards; and uses hands-on science based applied
teaching methods.

Again, | urge you to pass House Bill 2648, to allow every student in Oregon an opportunity to participate
in this wonderful program. If you have any questions about the information | have shared with you today,
please feel free to contact me by email (taramarieh@msn.com) or by phone (503-348-5660). Thank you.

Sincerely,

Tara MH Martin



Hello Representative Piluso,

My name is Tara Martin, and | am an alum of Multnomah County's Outdoor School Program. | attended
as a sixth grade student at Harriet Tubman Middle School, and participated for five sessions as a Student
Leader (at the time called a Junior Counselor) while attending Jefferson High School. | returned to
Outdoor School while attending Oregon State University to volunteer my time for a week as a Special
Needs Student Leader, providing one-on-one services to a student identified with Severe
Emotional/Behavioral Needs. | again returned after completing my Bachelor's degree, for two sessions
as a staff member with Qutdoor School.

As a student, | was shy and hesitant in new situations. The warmth and support | felt while at Outdoor
School, and the ability to become a leader in small group situations helped build my self-esteem, as well
as my communication skilis and interpersonal relationship skills. In high school, my family went through
significant stress as my parents divorced, and | suffered from my own struggles with depression and
suicidal ideation. My time at Outdoor School helped keep me grounded and brought me a great deal of
happiness. | formed friendships at Outdoor School that | still have now, over twenty years after
graduating from high school.

My experiences at Outdoor School also helped me determine who and what | wanted to be when | grew
up. | developed an appreciation for the forests of Oregon, and a desire to help sustain them through
thoughtful practices. Initially, when | went to Oregon State University, | entered the Wildlife Biology
Program. This love of the outdoors and science was fueled by my experiences at Outdoor School.
When, by the end of my freshman year, | learned that academically, my brain was geared for a different
type of learning than that required for a degree in Wildlife Biology, | turned toward another interest that |
developed with Outdoor School--caring for kids. | majored in Human Development and minored in
Psychology, and knew that | wanted to work with kids who were struggling, just as | had been, and give
them the support and light that | was provided while at Outdoor School. | went on, after working on the
staff at the Collins and Sandy River sites, to complete a Master of Social Work degree at Portland State
University. For the past 15 years, |'ve been employed as a Child Welfare Social Worker with the State of
Washington, where | have been a supervisor for the past two years. Outdoor School can do the same
thing for so many other students, instilling self-confidence, social skills, leadership potential; as well as
offering High School students experience in teaching, coaching, counseling and other career paths.

Now, as a parent of a first grader at Butler Creek Elementary School in the Centennial School District, |
am saddened to know that he will not be able to attend Outdoor School. Our district cut the program
because of the reduced budget the last several years. | am active in our school, and currently | am a Vice
President on the board of our PTA. But | know that no matter how hard | hope, | cannot change these
policies on my own, and | cannot secure the funding for Outdoor School on my own. That is why | am
urging your support for HB 2648 to secure lasting funding for every Oregon 5th or 6th grader to
experience Outdoor School. Today, approximately 50% of Oregon’s 5th and 6th graders are denied the
opportunity to experience Outdoor School. Inequitable access to Outdoor School contributes to the
achievement gap in Oregon schools. Only 5 of Oregon’s 36 report 100 % Outdoor School program
participation. Four counties report no participation and eight counties report less than 20 percent student
participation.

My son has special needs as a result of his premature birth, which include Sensory Integration Disorder
and Generalized Anxiety Disorder. Last summer, he was fortunate enough to participate in the weeklong
summer day camp, Adventure Wild, that is connected with Outdoor School. He blossomed in that



April 13
Dear Lawmakers,

When | was in 6th grade, my class got the opportunity to go to Outdoor School. | remember hearing
seventh graders talk about their experiences and hearing them talk all about the amazing time they had. |
have to admit, the idea of leaving my family for a week and spending it with people | had never met
before was scary. However, by the end of the week | had many new friends and from different schools all
over Oregon. Not only was Qutdoor School educational, but it gave me a chance to be more outgoing and
step outside of the box to meet new people. | remember that the last night at outdoor school was full of
tears. My entire cabin could not stop crying because we had become to connected over the course of the
few days. Before departing, | remember crying as | waved goodbye to all of the awesome counselors and
my new friends. | hope that other kids will be able to say they had an experience like this because | know
that 1 will never forget spending nights by the campfire talking with my newfound friends about the salmon
migration process and comparing the beads and badges we had earned over the course of the day.

Skylar

Age 13

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR
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Monday, April 13
Dear Lawmakers,

When | went to Outdoor School in 6th grade, | had a really fun time. | got to meet new people and make
new friendships, | got to learn new things that | wouldn't have learned in normal school, and | got to try
new skills that | didn't know | had. Outdoor School is a great way for children to connect with the
environment and other schools that they wouldn't have been able to without this program. | believe that
every kid should be able to go to Outdoor School and should be able to connect in this way.

Thank you,

Rhea Mehta

Age 13

Oregon Episcopal School
Beaverton, OR



Monday, April 13
Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor school may seem like a minor experience that costs money and is slowly becoming an old
tradition fading away. When it is actually and amazing experience that teaches kids valuable information
about the world around them. Here in Oregon we are known for being "green" with lots of natural forests
and wildlife. What would be the point of our future generations not knowing the importance of what
Oregon is so proud of.

I was lucky enough to go to Kiwanilong, Hancock, and Arrah Wanna for outdoor school. | had an amazing
time and wouldn't hesitate to go back. | cannot imagine Oregon without outdoor school.

Rebecca Walters

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Beaverton, OR



Monday, April 13

Dear Lawmakers,

QOutdoor Education brings students together and teaches them how to appreciate the natural world. | was
fortunate enough to be able to attend OQutdoor School and have since been a changed person. | became
more open to nature and to my peers and learned in a complimentary but different way from my
classroom experience during the trip. | feel that everyone, no matter what background they come from,
should be able to experience Outdoor School. Please support Oregon's youth.

Raja

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR






Dear lawmaker,

This letter is in support of Outdoor School, and | am hoping you will support the continuance of this
invaluable program. | have attended many outdoor schools, throughout Ca. and Or., and | have also
been a teacher at the Portland based outdoor schools.

| feel the experience the students get from this program is incredibly important in the shaping of their lives
in regards to the out of doors and their appreciation of nature and their natural surroundings.

With technology being more and more 'on the front burner', and kids not getting outside as much, Outdoor
School is even more important now than it was many years ago.

Please support these programs throughout Oregon
Thank you,

Vicki Bugbee-Reed
Sisters, Oregon 97759
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