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Dear Lawmakers,

My name is Lena Grover and | am a junior at Grant High School. | have been a student leader
with the Outdoor School program for three sessions and plan on being a part of the Outdoor
School community long after | graduate. | am urging your support for HR 2648 to secure funding
for every 5th or 6th grader in Oregon to go through the Outdoor School program. This program
is imperative for kids to experience because they receive hands on experiences and they are in
an environment that allows the opportunity for success.

| personally went through the Outdoor School program as a sixth grader, and it was one of the
best experiences of my middle school career. Because of my student leaders and the
supportive environment that was created by Outdoor School, | was finally able to understand
how the environment directly affected me and my community. The learning environment that
Outdoor School provides encouraged me to come back as a student leader. In doing so, | have
taught many sixth graders about environmental sciences. By learning out of a classroom, kids
benefit from hands on experiences by being able to see and touch what they are leaning about.
By giving 5th and 6th graders an experience, they are able to absorb and comprehend science
more effectively because the information is being presented to them in a way that appeals to
multiple learning styles. During my time at Outdoor School, | have gained leadership skills and
furthered my knowledge on the Pacific Northwest ecosystem. This encouraged me to take
college level courses in environmental sciences and has also inspired my future career. Before
Outdoor School | was soft spoken and unable to talk in front of large groups, but this community
has given me an indescribable confidence that | can now apply in my everyday life. | will forever
be grateful for the program that has taught me so much, and hope for every 5th and 6th grader
in Oregon to get the same opportunity.

At the end of every week, our site supervisor tells us to never forget the “real

world”. Many think that Outdoor School is a vacation from the “real world”, but | can

assure it is not. The world we are surrounded by in our day-to-day lives, filled with cell
phones, cement buildings, and city lights, is not the real world. Being out in nature,
surrounded by a plethora of species and microorganismes, that is the real world. If we do

not educate the future generations about the environment, it will crumble. Students

should be given the opportunity to inform themselves about the environment that

surrounds them everyday. If we do not give them this opportunity now, there will be no world
left.

Thank you for your time,

Lena Grover



March 17" 2015
Dear Lawmakers,

My name is Minh Nguyen. | went to Outdoor School (ODS) as a 6th grader, and my life
was changed for the better. I'm writing to ask you to support HR 2648 to guarantee that
every sixth grader will get a chance to experience the same nurture, growth, and love
from ODS.

Unlike summer camp, which are quite expensive, ODS is free for all students. Many of
them have never spent a week away from home; all are adjusting to the transition from
elementary to middle school and the changes to their bodies. Puberty wasn't kind to me.
| had recently moved to the US from Vietnam. | was the awkward sixth grader with thick
glasses, oily skin, and endless questions. ODS was where | could be myself. There, |
became a loam warrior with stripes of mud on my face, told ridiculous stories about my
pet rock “Pebble," and fell in love with the forest. | struggled to read books and learned

better through hands-on activities. ODS showed me there are more than one way to
learn.

Since | was a sophomore, | have returned to ODS every year to ensure that no matter
how thick one’s glasses are, how ungraceful puberty is, or how curious one is, everyone
is accepted. True to the motto of ODS, “everyone’s got their thing.” When | returned, |
expected to teach, and | did, but more importantly, my campers taught me. They
showed me kindness, innocence, and imagination. | was the grateful recipient of trinkets
such as four-leaf clovers, friendship bracelets, and endearing cards. | was taught to be
a friend who listened to problems ranging from leaky boots to homesickness and a
leader who convinced campers to break one cookie into ten pieces.

Despite my lack of sleep and piles of unfinished homework, nothing is more rewarding
than spending a week as a teacher, role model, and friend to young campers, just as
others had done for me. It saddens me greatly that not all 6th graders are able to thrive
in the ODS community.

Outdoor school is a unique and unifying experience for Oregonians. A letter really does
the program no justice. Please contact me at (503) 516 - 3972 or email me at
9nguyen.minh@gmail.com if you have further questions.

Thank you for consideration and support,

Minh Nguyen
11909 SE Grant St
Portland OR, 97216
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ACCESS Academy
2334 NE 57th Ave.
Portland, OR 97212,

April 17, 2015

Representative Barbara Smith Warner
800 NE Court St.
Salem OR 97301

Dear Representative Smith Warner,

My name is Zachary Robinson. | am a student at ACCESS Academy in Portiand, Oregon. |
would like to share my opinions on the bill to extend Qutdoor School to all students in Oregon.
QOutdoor School should certainly be extended to all students in the state of Oregon, both as a
matter of equity and as a matter of results.

Outdoor school needs to be extended to all students. This is a simple equity issue. If kids in one
part of the state are doing a significant curriculum extension and kids in another part of the state
aren't, then that's obviously inequitable. Providing outdoor school to every kid in the state will fix
this problem.

Outdoor School needs to be extended to every child, but | believe that the Legislature should
hold off on extending it to five nights until there is more data on the respective benefits. There is
a very large study going on using data from four Oregon school districts. The data shows a
partial correlation between outdoor school length and attendance, but the study is not complete,
and the jump can be attributed to other factors. We should make sure we know the henefits
before we spend several million doltars.

| can't say | liked Outdoor School. Spending a few nights in the woods, sleeping In a sleeping
bag, and constantly singing. Then, during Field "Study," running around trying to avoid a bunch
of high schoolers making bird noises. Doesn't sound fun at all. That might just be because I've
never needed any incentive for learning. | just want to learn for the sake of knowing things.
However, | can understand that some kids don't like academics, and Outdoor School provides a
way to reach those kids, as well as form lasting bonds.

In conclusion, Outdoor School should be extended to all students. However, more studies are
needed before spending millions of dollars to extend it to five nights.

Sincerely,

| Z,/« O 36

Zachary Robinson
ACCESS Academy
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2334 NE 57th Ave.
Porttand, OR 97212

April 17,2015

900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301

To State Senator Michael Dembrow:

Outdoor school should last 6 days instead of 4 because learning about nature while living in
nature is definitely a once in a lifetime opportunity. And if the districts decide to provide this
opportunity to its students, they should provide it to the fullest extent.

I am a 7th grader at ACCESS Academy and I attended Outdoor School at Arrawanna last year
where I made some great memories and friends.

Last year was my first year in the PPS district and for the first part of the year, school was just
mediocre. Sure I had friends but they were just people I sat next to in class, not someone who I
would invite over to my house. I remember that a week before we left, the teacher asked us to write
down the top three people we would like to be in a cabin with. I wrote down, who I thought, were
the three nicest people in the class. But when we got back our cabin mates, not a single person I
asked for was in my cabin and that was a disappointment. Little did I know, though, that one of
those people would become one of the best friends I could ever ask for.

Outdoor School isn't just a place to learn about nature but a place to make friends that will last
for a lifetime. There are kids out there that might have similar stories to mine, and providing a 6 day

program will give them more opportunities to experience a story of their own.

Sincerely,
Joy Yun
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ACCESS Academy
2334 NE 57th Ave
Portiand OR 97213

April 16 2015

900 Court St. NE
Salem OR 9730

To State Representative Barbara Smith Warner and State Senator Michael Dembrow:

There is a pending issue throughout the state; there are students who don't go to
Outdoor School, many young students don't even have the opportunity to go to outdoor
school. | do not however, think that we need to have 6 days at Outdoor School. 3 days
is plenty of time to learn about 4 subjects. We have half a day for each subject.

| went to Outdoor School around this time last year, we spent nearly 3 days
there. | thought the education was great, we had half a day to learn about the sail,
water, animals or plants of Sandy River Oregon. The social community was also
exceptional, all of the counsellars encouraged meeting new friends and talking to
people as much as possible. This is a very important experience for many kids,
especially the fact that they talk to people and are exposed to many different lifestyles.

There are some interesting facts about Outdoor School that correlate with
students' attendance. When students attended Outdoor School, their attendance
noticeably raised. There are many reasons for this; students who attend Outdoor School
feel much more comfortable around their peers, because they were forced to live with
them for three days and form relationships. Since there Is so much positive energy
coming from the camp staff and counsellors, those relationships are almost always
positive. Another reason they attended school more is that they are put in tough
situations at Outdoor School, they have to find a solution to a possible problem that
faced them. Some students rarely even get outside in the wilderness, if ever, and hence
the name, Outdoor School is outdoors, in the forest.

Thank you for taking the time to read this and your consideration of my thoughts.
Sincerly,

L) o)

Xander Hansen, ACCESS Academy
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ACCESS Academy
2334 NE 57th Ave
Portland, OR 97213

900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301

To State Representative Barbara Smith Warner:

I think that Outdoor School should be an experience that every 6th grader can enjoy. In
case you don't know, Outdoor School is a yearly event in which sixth-graders all over Oregon
go to a nature site for a few days and nights. | went there last year, and it was an eye-opening
experience for me...but | do think it should be longer.

To make matters worse, not every 8th-grader in Oregon gets the opportunity to go to
Outdoor School. Those that do only get to go for 2, accasionally 3 nights. 6 years ago, every
6th-grader got to go for five nights. A bill is about to be passed next week that may aliow this. |
don't think that 3 nights is nearly enough time to build relationships and get to enjoy the beauty of
Outdoor School like we should.

Don't take my word for it, though--Mrs. Kelley, a professor at Portland State University, has
been doing a survey on this subject. Turns out, kids that go to Outdoor School improve their
attendance records from 5th to 7th grade. And the longer they stay at Outdoor Schaol, the higher
their attendance rate is. Although the research isn't d's definitely some strong evidence to
suggest that Outdoor School benefits students rather than hinder them. Education policy makers
are supposed to help better education, correct?

So | ask you: please help pass the bill.

Respectfully,
Evan Reynolds




2334 NE 57th ave

April 16, 2015

900 court st. NE Salem OR 97031

To the state representative:

My name is Abduliah Rahman, I'm a 7th grader that attends access Academy. | went
to outdoor school last year and had a great experience. Outdoor school was a great
experience to bond with people from my school as well as other people that go to
different schools. The camp is a really good way to learn about nature in a peaceful
outdoor setting. | think that all 6th graders should have equal opportunity to go to
outdoor schoal. | think this because outdoor school teaches people important skills that
you usually won't learn in a classroom. | went for three days to outdoor school but a six
day program could be much more beneficial for students because they could really
improve in performance at school. All in all outdoor school is a really memorable
experience that everybody should have access to. | think that the three day program is
really rushed and if was extended could be much better. all in all outdoor school is a
really memorable experience that everybody should have access to. | hope the bill gets
passed because it could really benefit students so they can improve ih many areas.

-kind regards Abdullah Rahman




ACCESS Academy
2334 NE 57th Street
Portland, OR
April 16, 2015
900 Court St. NE Salem OR 972301
Dear Representative Barbara Smith Walker,
Hi, my name is Lux Sanchez, and | attend ACCESS Academy. | think that Outdoor School

should be avaifable to all 6th graders in the grand state of Oregon. | believe this becauseitis a
fun-filled time that everyone should get to experience. Outdoor School provides many vital life
skills that you cannot learn in the classroom, such as making new friends, being comfortable
outside, and most of all, learning about nature in nature.

Also for many 6th graders who are not as privileged, this is the first time that they have ever
got to experience something like Outdoor School, where they go on a trip camping, and they
come back thrilled. Sure, some people may say that they did not like Outdoor School when they
come back, they will soon look back on Outdoor Schoot as a fond memory of being outdoors
with their friends, and with very welcoming counsellors and teachers.

One of the most positive benefits of Outdoor School is that many 6th graders figure out that
learning science can be fun, espegcially in the presence of science. These kids go back to
school refreshed, and with a positive attitude for learning. This can lead to better attendance
records, and hetter report cards.

Ultimately, it is your decision to vote, but please vote YES for a Outdoor School being a privilege

for all Oregon students.

Sincerely,

Lux Sanchez
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ACCESS Academy
2334 NE 56' Ave.
Portland, OR 97213

April 16 2015

State Capitol
900 Court St. NE
Salem, OR 97301

To State Representative Barbara Smith Warner and State Senator Michael Dembrow,

I, Joshua Bromley, a student of ACCESS Academy thinks that Outdoor School should
be available to all students of the state of Oregon. Last year, | went to Outdoor School as a sixth
grader. | really enjoyed it and | wish it was available to all students. | learned a lot about nature
in those three days and I think that a classroom would not be a good substitute for this learning
experience. For me, this was one of the best experlences of my life. | had a great time here
because | was away from my parents and | had all my friends around me. | could do a lot of
activitles without my parents telling me to to go do homework or go do chores. Another thing
that led me to such a great time is being away from electronics. [ really hate it when | want to
do something with my friends and they are all on their phones. At OUtdoor School, no one is on
their phones so you can go play in the field with your friends when you want. | also think that
Outdoor School was a little rushed. I think that if Outdoor S¢hool was a week, it would have
been more enjoyable because here would have been more time the enjoy nature.

I think Qutdoor School should be available to ali students in Oregon. It provides valuable
learning experience for all students there. Ost of the learning we did was hands on with doing
the actual thing or a scale model. An example of this was at water studies. At water studles, we
learned about Ph and dissolved oxygen. Then we got to measure the Ph and dissolved oxygen
of the water. We got to do this for all studies be it plant, animal, water or rock. An example of a
scale model was at water studies again. We made a model of different areas including city and
clearcut. The we showed what would happen when those areas got polluted. | really enjoyed
the time and | feel that it is a shame that every student in oregon can't experience what |
experienced. '

Sincerely,

wisy

Joshua Bromley
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Dear Lawmakers,

| am writing in support of Outdoor School for all 5th graders because environmental literacy is critical for
the well-being and health of our citizens. | am a college educator, and | am certain that students with
exposure to natural ecosystems and how they function, are better able to make connections among
natural and physical sciences.

College students often refer all the way back to their experiences in outdoor school, when learning about
nutrient cycling, photosynthesis, water use, etc.

Environmental literacy is indeed critical. Without it, policymakers and presidential candidates make
unsound decisions about our use of natural resources, and seem to fail to understand important issues
such as climate change. OQutdoor school helps people understand the process of science.

Please support Outdoor School for all Oregon kids, and move the legislation for HB 2648 and SB 439 out
of committee with funding so that they can be voted on, and passed into law.

Sincerely,

Alexie McNerthney
4140 NE Davis St
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

As someone who attended outdoor school in 6th grade, | feel it should be available to all kids. Kids fearn
how to explore nature and get excited about being outside. They learn valuable skills that can carry them
on to adulthood.

Thank you for supporting this bill and | hope that | can see it in the near future!

Warm regards,

Amanda Willett

5502 SE Cooper St
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor schools provide kids with an incredible resource--the chance to explore the natural world. There
is so much to be learned from direct experience of the out of doors, that helps not only engage kids in
school work, but gives them inner resources. Getting to get out of the city when | was a kid was so
important--1 had a tough childhood and camp provided a much needed break. And since my parents were
urbanites, it was the only way | could ever get access. And those kids whose parents don't have access
or time or money to spend in the wilderness need this even more--they're the ones we'll be counting on to
preserve our natural world.

Thank you for supporting Outdoor School for all Oregon kids. | hope you will move to pass the bills we
need to make this a possibility!

Warm regards,
Annie Rose Shapero

1732 Ne Sumner St
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

| have had the privilege of attending Outdoor School with students for 25 years. During this time, | have
watched students grow, not only from the curriculum, but from the diversity in their cabin groupings.
Outdoor School is a way for children to experience learning in an open, environmental setting. This
experiential learning and inquiry is the way some children learn best. It also can only really occur in a
week long period, where children have time to get into the routine, learn about others, and embrance
learning about water, soils, plants, and animals.

Many children have not had the opportunity to be outdoors in a sleep away camp. For them it can be their
first exposure to the woodsy outdoors. They blossom with this opportunity.

One of my favorite times is when we found a beached salmon and were able to dissect it. We found eggs
inside and the children were in awe. The study of water may be my favorite.

Please save this program and extend it to all students. Everyone should have a chance to learn about the
environment outdoors. Sustainability is the key to our future.

Thank you,
Becky Tooley

Teacher, Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

| grew up in Boy Scouts with frequent outings, from which | learned about nature and myself. Our older
son was a typical California suburban kid until he experienced Outward Bound and discovered a whole
new world — out there and within himself.

Please support Outdoor School so ALL OREGON KIDS have similar learning opportunities.

Support HB2648 and SB439.

Thanks,

Bill Langenes
Portland, OR 97232



Dear Lawmakers

When | was in sixth grade | never got the opportunity to go to outdoor school and | know | missed out.
People are always talking about how much fun they had. As | high schooler | have gone and been a
counselor at outdoor school and it has given me some of my best memory. The kids live it and that should
not be taken away from them.

Please support outdoor school for all Oregon kids.
Sincerely,
Brooke Grover

2700 W Powell Bivd Apt K380
Gresham, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

| grew up in Texas and wasn't afforded the opportunity to attend Outdoor School. We rarely got outside,
and when we did, the instruction was rarely impactful. | didn't know environmental education was even a
career until two years AFTER | graduated from undergraduate school. Once | started working at an
Outdoor Science School in California, my career path was set. | am now a graduate student at SOU
obtaining my double Master's in Environmental Education and Teaching, and hope to inspire other
students to follow their environmental passions as well. Without my experience in outdoor school, | would
have probably gone into research, and would not have been nearly as happy as | am now. Outdoor
School MATTERS. To our students. To our teachers. To our community. To me.

Thank you for taking the time to read our letters! Please support Oregon School for ALL and move the
QOutdoor School Legislation (HB 2648 and SB 439) forward out of committee with FUNDING!! You would
be helping our future citizens, increasing environmental literacy, and positively affecting communities
throughout Oregon.

Sincerely,
Caroline Burdick

220 W Rapp Rd Unit 70
Talent, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor School is hugely important to learning. The experiences students have at Outdoor School cannot
be replicated in a classroom. Please bring Outdoor School back to all schools in Oregon!

Thank you for your time.
Carolyn Williams

3322 NE 127th Ave
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

| was a Student Leader at Camp Howard from 2005-2009 during high school. I'm not sure what led me to
be a Student Leader in the first place, but once | stepped foot onto the camp, | fell in love.

Through my 5 weeks of experience, | was able to meet peers | would have never otherwise interacted
with and formed lifelong bonds. | was able to become the mentor and leader | had always wanted to be. |
directly changed the lives of students and saw the difference a week of Outdoor School could make in the
class's most trouble-making kids. They would have never have had the opportunity to explore, learn and
feel nature. The students who struggled in the classroom, thrived in this environment and difference of
hands on, experiential learning.

Seeing the impact Outdoor School had on my life, the students | taught, and my friends, | knew that |
would pursue a career in public service focusing on youth development. The values | learned from Camp
Howard Outdoor School of cultural diversity, leader first and friend second, love and logic, and to always
be learning translates directly into my work with youth organizations today.

While | am grateful for the opportunity Outdoor School has afforded me, my peers, and many students
thus far, there are still too many students in Oregon that need the opportunity of Outdoor School. |
implore you to move the Outdoor School Legislation (HB 2648 and SB 439) out of committee with
funding, into law, and into the lives of our students.

Thank you,

Catherine Wehage



Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor School is one of the best educational opportunities for young students. Not only does it instill in
them an understanding of nature's processes and beauty, but it provides an experience unlike any other
in the educational system.

Please support the Outdoor School legislation to make it part of every child's experience.
Warm regards,

Charlie Hyman
12365 SW Malloy Way
Sherwood, OR



Dear Lawmakers:

I am writing to urge you to pass HB2648 and SB 439. Outdoor School is a proven way to get kids to
engage in learning about the environment. With several million more people expected to move to Oregon
in coming years, and water shortages, timber resources, etc... we really need a populace that is educated
on how to manage the stewardship of resources.

Outdoor School has a 60 year tradition in the state and every Oregon school child should benefit from the
program, not just the kids in schools that can afford it. Outdoor School is VERY popular: focus groups
around the state poll around 65-70% in approval of funding ODS for ail Oregon kids. Higher in rural areas
than urban, actually!

Please support these bills.
Thank you,

Christine Jennings
11553 NW Damascus St.
Portland, OR 97229



Dear lawmakers,

| attended Outdoor School at Trestle Glen in 1989. It was a defining moment in my life as it was when |
decided that | wanted to be a science teacher and teach 6th graders about the environment, just like at
Outdoor School. When | graduated from Oregon State University with degrees in Zoology and Fisheries, |
went back to Outdoor School as an educator. | was able to plan lessons, lead high school students, and
teach students about the things | loved to learn about. It was an exceptional experience that solidified my
decision to get my Masters in Teaching and become that teacher that | dreamt about being as a 6th
grade.

I am now a math teacher in Umatilla and our 6th graders have never gotten the amazing opportunity that |
had to go to Outdoor School. Again, this experience changed the trajectory of my life and as an educator,
| know how much it could positively impact my students.

| urge you to vote to make it possible for all Oregon students to experience Outdoor School: an
experience that would have a positive effect on students lives and the communities of Oregon.

Thank you,
Cindy Townsend
Clara Brownell Middle School

Umatilla, Oregon

1080 W. Ridgeway Ave.
Hermiston, OR



Dear Legislators,

| have been involved in outdoor education my entire life. | have seen students respond in educational,
social and emotional ways that have helped them succeed in life. Past students continue to visit me and
tell me how important Outdoor School was to them. Outdoor experiences in high school convinced me to
enter the natural resource field and eventually to become a science teacher.

Please continue to support Outdoor Schools and especially legislation that makes it available to all
students such as HB 2648 and SB 439. Please help move it out of committee and onto the floor so it can
be voted on and passed into law.

Sincerely,
Clair Thomas

5840 Brickyard Road
Tillamook, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

As an employee of Outdoor School | have the opportunity to serve all students, no matter what their
background is. Each week | see students eat three hot meals, something they might not get at home. |
watch students learn in a way they do not get to in the classroom, getting their hands dirty, and drawing
conclusions on their own. | see students work together in teams, and work to create a community that
values all people and is intentional in all that it is.

Every week at Outdoor School | work with high school students who give of themselves and whole-
heartedly serve sixth graders. | see high school students teach others, and learn how to be comfortable in
their own skin.

This program opens doors for personal growth, friendship, love, and a passion for science.

As a high school student leader | learned how to be confident and humble, how to create a welcoming
learning environment, and how to take feedback for personal development. As a staff member, | see sixth
graders learn new things, and in a way that is not possible in the classroom. | hear students say over and
over again, "science in cool", and that learning at Outdoor School is different because they get to "get
their hands dirty”, and "see how nature works".

I'm urging you to put in the time and energy needed to push HB 2648 and SB 439 out of committee so
that it can be voted on. Funding Outdoor School for all Oregon sixth graders will push Oregon into the
forefront for education. We live in an incredible natural place, and teaching those who live here about the
place their live is vital to creating citizens that care for and advocate for their home. Thank you for all that
you do for people, and for serving us in this way. Most of all, thank you for believing in a program that
teaches kids about their world, and about themselves.

Warm regards,
Claire Bruncke

3316 E. Burnside St.
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

I am writing you today to consider giving the youth in our school district and educational experience that
will stay with them for the rest of their lives. | remember going to camp Yambhill, The smells the sights the
sounds. Everything that we were taught is still with me and | so want our youth to experience this. We
learned so much in that one week that we could not have understood in such a way if taught in the
classroom. The dilation of pupils and understanding how light enters the eyes, was my most memorable
lesson.

The bonding that happened with other students | had never thought to hang out with prior to outdoor
school was priceless. We as 6th grade students gained a better understanding of each other and nature. |
was in the last 6th grade class to attend Tom McCall Middle school. The next year it was turned into an
Upper Elementary School. The week of outdoor school holds a Dear place in my heart. When | became a
Mother and my children started school | was so thrilled for them knowing they were on a journey to learn
and experience great things. | feel that not offering outdoor school is robbing our children of a Jam
packed week that will give them a greater appreciation of our beautiful Forests. The day | came home
from my outdoor school experience, | no longer littered. | cared about our Forest, Plants, rivers and furry
friends so much more than ever before. Please | beg of you give this gift to the children of our school
district. They deserve the best!

Please show your support for our children's education. Please consider moving the Outdoor School
Legislation (HB 2648 and SB 439) out of committee so that it can be voted on and passed into law.

Thank you for your support!

Crystal Eleckel
2432 Main st
Forest Grove



Dear Lawmakers,

First off they did not have outdoor school when | was young, but | can see the immeasurable importance
of it for our youth of today.

Children are so "tech connected", that they miss so much even in their own backyards. They need to get
next to nature, learn about the importance of how each thing is connected to another in the life cycle.
Learn how to respect and protect our great natural resources, and most importantly learn how to do their
small part to restore damage habitats, and enhance what we have.

Outdoor school should be for all, not just the few that can either get a scholarship or have the funds to
pay for the opportunity. Please help every child get the chance to be "outdoors".

State Senator Whitsett and State Representative Whitsett, please support Outdoor School for Oregon
Kids. | would also like to thank you for all your great work for our community and for Oregon.

Thank you,
Cynthia Deas

PO Box 172,
Bonanza, Oregon 97623



Dear Lawmakers,

Research clearly shows that a very important factor in the difference between kids as they progress
through school is the time between enrichment periods. Poor kids are longer than well off kids are less
time between enrichment. This is Outdoor School. Vote yes. Help level a tilted field, please.

Our lack of support for our schools is showing. Help end this starvation diet we have placed our schools
on. It is short sighted and wrong. Support Outdoor school.

Warm regards,

Daniel Betty
3910 Donald Street
Eugene, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

Beyond reading & writing, outdoor school was the most educational part of grade school | remember. Far
more important than most of the garbage | was forced to learn. It teaches kids how to be social and
interact well together, as well as giving them an opportunity to learn different things, and in a different
way. Not all kids' are good "book learners." Outdoor school gives kids' a hands on approach to learning.

Please vote for outdoor education funding.
Sincerely,
David Corey

23162 S Bluhm Rd
Beavercreek, OR



Dear Lawmaker,

| write asking you to support HB 2648 and SB 439, a call for Outdoor Education in Oregon. Of course the
educational content is critical, but amazing things happen in the woods that have nothing to do with the
woods themselves. From my perspective as a former teacher (and lifelong Oregonian) the long term
value is in bringing together students from different schools, different communities, different backgrounds
and giving them a common classroom, a shared topic, and days to experience it.

These benefits may be hard to measure in our data driven world, but talk to any one of tens of thousands
of adult Oregonians who experienced Outdoor Education and you'll hear of its personal value to them, of
the life choices many of them made because of having a sense of place, and in turn the benefits which
have accrued to communities around Oregon because of those people. Outdoor Education is an
affordable, vital piece of the fabric for Oregon - educationally, economically, culturally. It helps make good
people and a better state.

Thank you,

David Levine
4045 N. Commercial Ave,
Portland, OR 97227



Dear Lawmakers,

As a young person, Oregon Outdoor School provided me with an incredible opportunity to learn, explore,
and connect with my peers. In addition to hands-on learning about science and our environment, | also
got to learn about team building and had the opportunity to create more resilient social networks of
support that | had not established in class or at home.

While attending Corvallis High School, | was able to return to ODS as a student leader, being of service to
younger generations while developing my leadership skills, learning about social responsibility, what it
means to be of service, teamwork, and balancing playfulness with boundary setting and strong guidance.

Please support Oregon Outdoor School for all Oregon kids, and move the Outdoor School Legislation
(HB 2648 and SB 439) out of committee so that they can be voted on and passed into law.

Thank you,
Diné Redhawk

8107 N Van Houten Ave
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmaker,

| lived in Amity out door school.It was amazing.We went to Cascade Locks, High Dessert Museum. Gone
a week. In the 5 grade. | moved around alot. But that always was a fond memory. | learned a lot about the
Salmon.Oregon being so big and beautiful. | met my pen pal from Bend. It was incredible. SAD my 7 year
old doesn't even have school functions.

Please support for Oregon kids.
Thanks,
Donnell Brake

3316 22nd pl
Forest Grove, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

My oldest brother was able to attend outdoor school, and had a wonderful time. | was so excited for my
turn, but was disappointed to find out | wouldn't be going my sixth grade year. When | had the opportunity
to go as a high school counselor, | was so excited! | returned many times throughout my high school
career, and loved every second of it. | felt free to be my best self there. | was inspired because | was
doing something truly good. | was helping give these sixth grade students an experience they would
never forget. |, myself, will never forget my time at outdoor school! The amazing experience | had while at
ODS has driven my career path. | will begin student teaching next year through Southern Oregon
University, and plan on making a career out of outdoor education. | believe that outdoor school can
change lives, because it changed mine.

Thank you for taking the time to read through my letter. | hope that it has helped illuminate how important
outdoor school is. PLEASE, support Outdoor School for All Oregon Kids, and move HB 2648 and SB 439
forward.

Emily "Roo" Rappleyea
9555 SW Taylor St.
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

| believe that outdoor school is important for everyone to go through. During your time at outdoor school
you are truly able to be your self and fit in with out having to impress or worries about other kids making
fun of you. Its a time where you can come out of your box with out any judgment. You also learn so much
more about things, that actually stick with you and stay with you. You get to have your own counselor who
becomes a role model for your life. Its an amazing experience for both the staff and students. With out
this | feel the children are truly lacking something. | know you may not understand unless you have gone
yourself. | think you should try it out. Even for a couple days go out and enjoy the beauty of Oregon and
learn more about things in a fun way.

| wanna thank you for allowing us to experience this. | also hope that you stand behind outdoor school at
well. | hope that everyone is able to experience the magic or Outdoor school.

Warm regards,
Emma McConville

4453 sw Appletree Pl
Beaverton, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

| wish | could have attended Outdoor Education, but we didn't have that where | grew up. But here in
Oregon, it's been around for 60 years! I've been teaching in Portland Public Schools for 12 years, and
have heard time and time again how much kids LOVE "Outdoor School". It's very popular, and that's a
good thing, as more and more people, like myself, are moving to Oregon every year, so we need to
ensure that the communities of tomorrow are educated in how to manage the stewardship of resources.
Currently Outdoor School is available to some, but we would like it to be available to all kids, not just the
ones who attend schools who can afford it. That's why we are creating these bills. Outdoor School, back
by popular demand!

Thank You,

Eric Miller
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

| never had the chance to go to outdoor school. | dreamed of it - spending time outside in the natural
world away from the built environment is critical for preservation. Helping people connect should be an
integral part of learning. Creating a generation of critical thinkers who can think upstream and
downstream will help the natural world, built environment, and our economy. Learning via outdoor school
is the best way to do this and should be available to all kids, not just the ones that already have
advantages.

Thanks for your time and consideration in helping close yet another gap in education in our beautiful
state.

Sincerely,
Erin Hinton

6504 N Commercial Ave #2
Portland, or 97217



Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor school is an amazing program that needs to continue to be funded, not only is it a
wonderful experience for sixth graders and their teachers, but also for the high school student leaders. |
have had the opportunity to be a student leader at O.D.S. twice now. | believe that the experience | have
had at O.D.S has made me a better person. The community that is built in such a short amount of time is
something that everyone should experience. The environment is like no other, it is positive and accepting
and is perfect to learn in. There is no such thing as a stupid question at outdoor school, as a student
leader you learn so much not only from the staff, but also the six graders and other student leaders.

| personally believe that above all the community that is created out Outdoor School is what
makes it so special. One of the girls in my cabin when asked what her favorite thing about outdoor school
was said, “ When | came here | thought it would be me and my best friend and six other strangers in a
cabin, but now at the end of the week it is me, my best friend, and six other amazing friends.” This was
after spending only two and a half days together. Imagine how she would feel after five or six days at
camp. With all of the staff and students leaders staying in a positive attitude, the support of everyone, and
the bonding that takes place, no other place can do that, but O.D.S.

As a student leader you are responsible for the safety and education of students in their time at
outdoor school. One of my favorite things about outdoor school is getting to see the six graders learn.
Field study is a time that the students are able to learn about plants, animals, water, and soil in nature.
They are learning about the environment they are in. Watching them interact with animals, test the water,
and dig in the dirt is a different way for them to learn. Many strive in that environment and learn so much
from it. You can tell a student in a classroom about caddisflies, but until they are able to see or hold a
caddisfly they are most likely not going to remember that they take things such as rocks and sticks to
make a shell around them. When one of the six-graders in my field study group get that ah-ha moment |
feel like | have succeeded at my job.

Another thing that is so special about outdoor school is that everyone is not afraid to have a little
fun! Whether it's “field day”, campfire, a meal, or we are just walking from place to place everyone is
having fun. On “field day” cabin groups work together while playing team building games. This is a time
when it is hard to find a kid not smiling. Campfire is a time that the kids love by the end of the week, on
the first day they are often nervous to sing and do skits by in front of their peers, but by final campfire the
kids are screaming the lyrics to songs and cheering as loud as they can for the skits. Often kids tell me
that campfire is their favorite part of O.D.S. By the end of their time at O.D.S. it is rare to see a group of
kids not singing or playing a game while walking from place to place. The positivity makes everyone smile
and is a nice change from the high pressure outside world.

That is what makes outdoor school so special! The combination of all of the above things is what
makes the experience different than any other experience. Every 6th grader in the state of Oregon should
have this opportunity. The welcoming and positive environment is a wonderful way for the six graders to
not only grow closer to their classmates, but also to grow individually. So please remember the 6th
graders, the high schoolers, and the teachers. Please think of the learning that is able to take place and
give all sixth graders the opportunity to experience it.

So please take all of this into consideration and move the Outdoor School legislation out of
committee with funding!

Sincerely,
Grace Bruncke

P.O. Box 431
Long Beach, Washington



Dear Lawmakers,

| just wanted to add my voice to those who believe Outdoor School as an invaluable rite of passage for
kids. | grew up in Oregon & Outdoor School in 5th & 6th grade are so indellibly etched in my mind, | will
never forget it!

| remember the excitement of going off to spend a few days without my parents. For the first time ever!

| remember waking up bright & early with all my friends in the cozy cabin in the woods & saying the
pledge of allegiance as some of our classmates belted out "auld lang syne" on their trombone & trumpet.
Greeting the day with bright eyes & bushy tails.

| remember my best friends’ dad we dubbed from that day forward as "Mr. Beaver Marsh" for his efforts
helping & assisting us with our treasure hunt through the marshes of the surrounding campgrounds. I'm
not sure he remembers that part quite so fondly, but | sure do!

I remember exploring the woods & nearby marshes looking for data & evidence of various species for our
science projects, growing within me an appreciation for the outdoors, our environment the world around
me.

| remember the deepening of friendships forged, as only one can when you camp together in the woods
for a few nights, singing songs, sharing mealis & bonding through the sharing of new experiences - some

life changing.

Most of all - | remember the feeling of fresh adventure & learning through hands on experiences which
has carried me so far in my life on this planet.

Please do what you can to save Outdoor School for our Kids!
Thank you so very much for your efforts on their & our behalf. The future is in their precious little hands.
Yours,

Heather McGarry
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

| attended elementary school on Oregon and | attended Outdoor School. My exposure to nature during
Outdoor School inspired me to study biology and the natural world. It is extremely important for children to
expand their understanding of the world that they live in beyond the classroom and playground, (which at
a lot of schools is paved). Our world is so large and we must foster an understanding of connection with
nature because we are a part of it! Our need for education at Outdoor School has not only continued, it
has increased.

I am thankful that | had the opportunity to attend Outdoor School in the 70's and | hope for the opportunity
to be extended to all future Oregon kids. Please support Outdoor School for all Oregon kids by moving
Outdoor School Legislation (HB 2648 and SB 439) out of committee so they can be voted on and passed
into law.

-Heidi Post
7805 SE 70th Ave
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmaker,

My name is Hope, but | am better know at Outdoor School as Epsilon. | am a student leader, and | work
directly with the sixth graders who attend. | have seen firsthand how much of a difference Outdoor School
can make in their lives. | have worked with kids who were became truly inspired by the hands on form of
learning. Outdoor School is a valuable opportunity that is not available to every sixth grader. It introduces
a new way of looking at the world and an opportunity for kids to see, feel, and generally interact with what
they're learning about. And it gives them memories that last a lifetime.

Thank you for your time and | hope that this short message has in some way helped you to decide to
support Outdoor School for All.

Warm regards,
Hope Magee

2241 Barrington Ct SE
Salem, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

Gubser in keiser or, is. Where | went to outdoor school overnight trip, however the following year my
family moved to stayton oregon. | was told at the end of camp that if we became good highschool
students we could come back as highschool staff:-) | couldn't wait.... till my heart was broke when moved,
see at age 12 | had no idea the new school district | was moving too had the same program.. until | turned
17 and my highschool was holding interviews for ods highschool staff spots. | got chosen along with
about 20 others. | loved it... soooo much work, little to no sleep, 100% volunteered time. To be a part of
adult staff, and further working with ods program, you get asked to come back based on your
performance as a student staff. | continued going back for about a decade as adult staff. Our director, and
adult staff are the living proof of what outdoorschool is... all of us are different, have our circles of friends
outside of camp, however because of our shared love of this program we have broken down "clicks, &
groups" and created lasting friendships. Year after year we would see these kids come to camp all
negative, closed off, some scared, some scarred... some with no worries to be seen, all of them needed
to expirience ods.. together. We break down borders, we teach respect, and kindness through actions not
judgment and punishment. The only reason I'm not still involved as an actual adult staff member, is due to
medical issues.

I'm not the best with words, and explaining why things are so very important... the entire time | was writing
| was balling my eyes out bc of all of the beautiful memories of all the children | know this program made
a difference to. In fact, | attended multiple ods programs, and | can honestly say the program director and
staff for stayton oregon is an amazing model to replicate around the rest of oregon. Together we were
given barebones of a program and continued using personal time and resources to build it to where it is
today. Rustin Baumgartner has been the director of stayton ods for quite a whil, and is most definitely still
the driving force that built our program to what it is today. Please consider really taking a look. Don't take
my word for it... get to camp! Go experience it for yourself! | would also suggest meeting with children
who have recently gone to camp, ask them about it.

Thanks,

Jamie
Portland



Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor was an integral part of growing up in Oregon for thousands and thousands of Oregonians. It
helped young minds learn how natural science works and understand the importance of preserving the
environment. Please help make ODS available for all Oregon students again.

Please move the ODS legislation (HB 2648 and SB 439) out of committee so it can be voted on and
passed into law.

Thank you,
James Sitzer

2944 SE Tibbetts St.
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

| ask you to please vote for Outdoor School for all 5th/6th graders. | believe that Outdoor school creates a
greater, more focused, more connected classroom.

Thanks so much, please move Outdoor School Legislation out of committee so they can be voted on and
passed into law!!

Thanks again,
Jans Ingber

5915 N Kerby ave
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor education is valuable for everyone to make connections between what they learn and the natural
world! | wish | had it as a kid, and think it should be for all kids.

Thanks,
Jeff Sprague

1645 N Humboldt St
Portland, Oregon



Dear Lawmakers,

I think all students should have the experience of outdoor school. Students who go have the opportunity
to start figuring out who they are in the world and how they can help the animals and plants to survive.
These are things that you cannot learn by reading any textbook. Students need to experience the world
through their own eyes.

I would like to ask that you support outdoor school for all Oregon students by moving the Outdoor School
Legislation out of committee with funding.

Thank you!
Jenny Newman

1284 SW maplecrest dr
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmaker,

I am an Oregon native living on the east coast. Going to Outdoor School as a 6th grader sent me on a
trajectory or environmentalism that stays with me today. Not only did | gain appreciation for the out of
doors, | also developed leadership and group skills. | went on to be a student leader in high school and
worked on staff as a program leader for 4 sessions. | have seen the impact Outdoor School has on 6th
graders, high schoolers, and all adults. Confidence is gained, leadership and communication refined and
everyone leaves a fuller expression of themselves.

Outdoor School is a Oregon icon, and | truly don't believe Oregon would be as progressive as it is without
so many generations having had this experience.

Thank you,
Jessa Harger

66 Frost place
Brattleboro, VT



Dear Lawmakers,

Through many years, | withessed many students excel at outdoor activities where academics was hard. |
saw friendships forged and "real" life experienced. | saw students be away from home for the first time
and become independent. | think the nature experience is hard to duplicate without an organized outdoor
school. | do hope it continues as permanent curriculum.

Thank you for supporting outdoor school for Oregon kids.
Sincerely,
Joee Dauer

75356 Fern Hill Rd
Rainier, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

| want to share a story with you--a story about Outdoor School has shaped my life and changed me for
the better.

| attended the Outdoor School program for the first time in 6th grade while | was at Seliwood Middle
School. At first, | was terribly afraid to go. | was a shy kid and had a hard time being away from my
parents. | was also afraid of the "outdoor" part of the program especially; | was sure that | would have to
spend the week wet, cold and dirty. Worst of all, my birthday fell in the middie of that week. | begged my
mom to let me stay home, but she wouldn't hear of it. "Try it out," she said. "I think you'll really like it."

My mom was right. From the moment | arrived at Camp Howard, | was welcomed into a community of
positive and supportive leaders who made sure | was comfortable. | was sometimes wet and cold, but
those sensations were overshadowed by the wonder of discovering the natural world. | fell in love with the
forest and the natural beauty of Oregon. On my birthday, the whole site sang to me and my counselors
gave me a special earth bead to wear on the string of my Wood Cookie nametag (still one of my favorite
gifts | have ever received). When | got home, | begged my mom to let me go back to Camp Howard. As a
sixth grader, Outdoor School introduced me to the natural world and showed me that | was a part of it.

| went back to ODS as a high school student to be a student leader, teaching on the Plants Field Study. If
anything, | loved Outdoor School even more as a high school student than | did as a sixth grader. | began
to think of myself in new ways--as a teacher, as a leader and as a role model. Serving as a student leader
at Outdoor School gave me confidence to fulfill these roles in my regular life as well, and the passion for
teaching that | discovered at ODS has led me to pursue a career as a n educator.

| cannot stress enough how influential outdoor school has been in shaping my conception of myself and
the world around me. | am tremendously grateful to have had the opportunity to experience the Outdoor
School program, and | hope you will join me in supporting Outdoor School for all Oregon kids. Please
help move the HB 2648 and SB 439 out of committee with funding so that they can be voted on and
passed into law. Thank you for all you are doing to support this great program for the next generation of
Oregon students.

Warm regards,
Joellen Sweeney

3620 SE Flavel
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

| directed Resident Outdoor Schools in Eugene and Medford School Districts between 1968 and 1986
and was a consultant for schools in Central Point And Medford after | retired.

Resident Outdoor Schools are needed for all elementary school districts in providing opportunities for
students who do poorly in classrooms with 4 walls made of bricks. Students were motivated in using Math
skills to measure trees in height, circumference, radius, including age of the tree with a tree borer as a
few examples. | saw boys writing Journals of their observations in insects found in both aquatic and
forested areas for the first time, etc.

Outdoor schools provide for positive attitudes in social activities including outdoor games and music
during the breaks during the day's programs.

College and high school seniors who are skilled in areas like biology, recreation, math, and instrumental
music, etc are counsellors and they assist in the small groups and other activities. They are the positive
“role models" with these students during the 24 hours they are with them.

In Eugene, District 4J, successful Outdoor Schools experiences led to a 5-6th Grade Outdoor Alternative
School for several years, but school budgets are the first to cut them out, but they are successful in many
districts in Oregon. Please support Outdoor School legislation (HB 2648 and SB 439) out of committee
with funding and pass into law. Thank you.

Sincerely,

John F. Heilbronner

34 years in Elementary Education
Retired

770 Harlaow Road,

Springfield, Oregon, 97477



Dear Lawmakers,

I didn't get a chance to go to outdoor school as a kid, but has an amazing experience as a college student
serving as a counselor supporting children with special needs. You could really feel how the experience
awakened all their senses, and gave them a new perspective and sense of purpose.

Please support Outdoor School for all kids! This is great public policy that will make a difference across all
our communities.

Warm regards,
Joseph Santos-Lyons

2788 SE 82nd Ave
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

As a 6th grade teacher, | have gone to Outdoor School over a dozen times. Each time it has been a very
valuable learning experience for every student, but it is often most valuable for those students who
struggle in the regular classroom setting. Those students often have an experience where learning if fun
instead of frustrating, where they feel like a true learner. Outdoor School was also very important to my
own daughter, who is now 30 years old. Not only did she attend Outdoor School as a 6th grader, she also
returned multiple times as a high school and college student to serve as a counselor. She is an
Oregonian who enjoys our outdoor spaces and is a good steward of the environment, and | attribute a
great deal of her love of nature to the Outdoor School experience.

Sadly, many students have difficulty attending due to the cost of the program. As more and more of the
burden for paying for this program has come to rest on families, fewer students from low income families
are able to easily attend.

Please support HB 2648 and SB 439 and make Outdoor School for all a reality in Oregon.
Warm regards,
Kathleen Jeskey

1055 NW 13th Avenue
Canby, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

| was a counselor at our local Outdoor School in Gold Beach when | was a senior in high school. The kids
were enthusiastic and eager to learn new things about the outdoors. Outdoor School gives children a
glimpse into what goes on in our forests.

Please support our kids by moving HB 2648 and SB 439 out of committee with generous funding.

Thank you,

Kathy Walker

7680 Upper Applegate Road
Jacksonville, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

| am writing to you to encourage you to support HB 2648 and SB 439. | am a classroom teacher at
Ponderosa Elementary School, and have sixteen years of teaching experience. | have experienced
Outdoor School as a sixth grade student, a high school camp counselor, and a college student instructor.
Currently | strive to integrate hands-on outdoor learning experiences in my third grade classroom
because | KNOW the positive impacts it has on students.

As a middle school student, | already had a strong connection to the natural world. Having the experience
as a shy sixth grader gave me more confidence and helped me interact more my peers. | immediately
connected with the activities we did that weren't available in the regular classroom at school. | felt | was
“in my element" at Outdoor School, a feeling not common in my regular middle school classrooms.
Confidence, community, and connection are vital to successful learning environments.

Now, as a classroom teacher, | see how disconnected our students can be. Parents are busy and
stressed. Involved parents are often shuttling kids from one organized sport or activity to another. Other
parents may not have the financial means to get their children involved with these activities at all. Many
students spend an incredible amount of time on-line or playing video games. Outdoor School is one way
as Oregonians that we can communicate the incredible value of exploring and learning outdoors. For
many students, this week can be a respite for all the stress that they may feel in their home lives, and
give them an experience that opens their eyes to the value of connecting and appreciating our natural
environment.

In the future, we will be challenged to meet the ever increasing environmental challenges of our world.
There are many who have said it in different ways. But | like Jacques Yves Cousteau's simple words,
"People protect what they love." And we love what we know. We know by experiencing directly. We will
need the children of today to protect our open spaces and resources. Many students will not get to know
their environment unless we support opportunities like Outdoor School. Let's be leaders in our nation, and
create a legacy for all of Oregon. Please support HB 2648 and SB 439.

Thank you for your time! Let's get these bills out of the Ways and Means committee with financial support,
so that they can be voted on and passed into law. Perhaps my third grade students will be able to benefit
from your actions today!

Sincerely,
Kim Young

1716 NE Taurus Ct.
Bend, OR



Dear Lawmakers;

As a native Oregonian I'd always taken Outdoor School for granted. It's simply part of living here. | vividly
remember my 6th grade camp experience. Being completely out of my element but feeling safe with my
class and cabin mates. Making new friends from another school, learning and about the web of life
realizing for the first time how we are a part of a large and complex ecosystem. That our daily activity and
choices have impact on the world around us. That week of outdoor school was my only experience at any
sort of camp. Things like the Campfire program or Girlscouts were for girls who had two parents and
money to spare, for me Outdoor School was all | ever got. Yet, that one week at Outdoor School changed
me. | KNEW that I'd be back.

As a high school student the opportunity to be a Outdoor School counselor was major motivation for
maintaining my GPA. | was never a good student, yet in the outdoor school environment | thrived.
Touching young minds. Seeing the kids eyes widen with excitement as they found their own 'secret spot'
where they could sit alone for 30 min and listen to bird song. Learning the camp traditions and learning
how to have a voice that others could respect.

As a college student at PCC | took the opportunity to be an Outdoor School Staff Member. Living at camp
and teaching the high schoolers what they would need to know to be counselors for a week. It was the
first time in my life where | had to truly be responsible. Helping to set the tone of the camp, running my
own after lunch programs, and helping with the major projects that would take months to complete. Mostly
| remember the kids, hundreds and hundreds of 6th graders from all over Oregon. Each camper left with
their own outdoor school story to share. Each one left with a greater understanding of the world we live in.
The left feeling empowered to make a difference in our world.

Today I'm a small business owner and the mother of a 4th grader. When she was enrolled into the
Beaverton School District (in the same elementary school | attended) | simply assumed that Outdoor
School would be part of her experience. When | learned that it was in question | was simply shocked. The
lessons about that | learned 1987 have not changed, if anything it's more important than ever that we
empower our youth to ask questions to learn about our environment. Outdoor School is a vital part of
Oregon's educational heritage, it must be protected as such.

Best Regards,

Kirstin Davis

45 SW 150th Avenue
Beaverton, OR 97006
kirday@gmail.com



Dear Lawmakers

As a native Oregonian I'd always taken Outdoor School for granted. It's simply part of living here. | vividly
remember my 6th grade camp experience. Being completely out of my element but feeling safe with my
class and cabin mates. Making new friends from another school, learning and about the web of life
realizing for the first time how we are a part of a large and complex ecosystem. That our daily activity and
choices have impact on the world around us. That week of outdoor school was my only experience at any
sort of camp. Things like the Campfire program or Girlscouts were for girls who had two parents and
money to spare, for me Outdoor School was all | ever got. Yet, that one week at Outdoor School changed
me. | KNEW that I'd be back.

As a high school student the opportunity to be a Outdoor School counselor was major motivation for
maintaining my GPA. | was never a good student, yet in the outdoor school environment | thrived.
Touching young minds. Seeing the kids eyes widen with excitement as they found their own 'secret spot'
where they could sit alone for 30 min and listen to bird song. Learning the camp traditions and learning
how to have a voice that others could respect.

As a college student at PCC | took the opportunity to be an Qutdoor School Staff Member. Living at camp
and teaching the high schoolers what they would need to know to be counselors for a week. It was the
first time in my life where | had to truly be responsible. Helping to set the tone of the camp, running my
own after lunch programs, and helping with the major projects that would take months to complete. Mostly
| remember the kids, hundreds and hundreds of 6th graders from all over Oregon. Each camper left with
their own outdoor school story to share. Each one left with a greater understanding of the world we live in.
The left feeling empowered to make a difference in our world.

Today I'm a small business owner and the mother of a 4th grader. When she was enrolled into the
Beaverton School District (in the same elementary school | attended) | simply assumed that Outdoor
School would be part of her experience. When | learned that it was in question | was simply shocked. The
lessons about that | learned 1987 have not changed, if anything it's more important than ever that we
empower our youth to ask questions to learn about our environment. Outdoor School is a vital part of
Oregon's educational heritage, it must be protected as such.

It is time to move HB 2648 and SB 439 out of committee and into a vote.
Best regards.
Kirstin Davis

45 SW 150th Ave
Beaverton, OR



Dear lawmakers,

Outdoor school is not just a place to learn but a home. Many children attend each year expecting only to
learn but they find friendship and find themselves. Many go and it's there first time away from home.
When | went as a 6th grader it was my first time away from home, but within a day it became a second
home. Between amazing cabin leaders and amazing teachers | learned about animals, soil, water, plants
and the weather. | learned songs that we sang on the way home. When my class left | cried because |
wished school was the way outdoor school was. Outside, wet, and interactive every step of the way.

Years later when | returned as a student leader | learned just how much everyone prepped for those kids.
When they step off the bus and look around a student leader is waiting. | learned about leadership, |
learned about teaching, | learned how to handle myself in a stressful situation. Now a few years after high
school | still use the things it taught both as a 6th grader and as a student leader. | sing the songs to my
newborn daughter to calm her down and | know ways to help my environment and lessen my footprint
based on what | learned in outdoor school. It's a program all children should experience, and have the
chance to go back to. When | went back | was struggie with depression and anxiety, my peers showed
me love, my adult leaders showed me compassion and understanding while pushing me to be my best
and because of outdoor school | learned even more about myself. In a way outdoor school saved me. I've
made friends there that | have even now, we even still call each other by our nicknames. It truly is a
program all children should have access too because it truly is an amazing way to learn.

Thank you, | hope you support outdoor school, | hope you help move ods legislation out of committee.
Krystal Shillingford

621 ne 162nd ave
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor School is a vital part of the education of our children and sadly one of the few places where kids
learn directly about the environment in a hands on fashion. In addition, the opportunities for peer
leadership, connection with kids from different communities, and working together to create an intentional
community based on respect for others and for the natural world is life changing. Multiple generations of
my family have benefitted from ODS as students, student leaders and staff. | believe the learning,
leadership and love everyone involved in ODS shares pays dividends for a lifetime.

Please move this legislation out of committee with full funding so every Oregon child has this valuable
experience.

Sincerely,

Laura Dellinger
3316 E. Burnside Street
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

I think Outdoor School is an important opportunity and experience for all children in Oregon Schools. In a
state with such a diverse climate and so many natural features that are found few other places, the ability
to get to explore parts of it in a safe and structured setting is a valuable experience that helps create a
rounded education and more knowledgeable citizens in the future. | attended Corridor Elementary in
Eugene, Oregon for all of grade school and was able to attend my school's Outdoor School program both
years (4th and 5th grade). Learning about fish and frogs in a book is one thing, but actually seeing them
swim around or finding their slimy eggs is something you can't read. The experiences | had at Outdoor
School will stay with me and have helped shape me into the person | am today. | went back in High
School and volunteered as a counselor. Having the opportunity to play a role in these kids' experiences
and reconnect with old friends from grade school was almost as valuable as attending in the first place.

Outdoor School offers many valuable experiences for children and the communities in which they attend
school; | urge you to support its role in a complete education.

Thank you for taking the time to consider the opinions of those you represent. Thank you for your service.
Laurel Goerger

1345 Ferry St.
Eugene, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

My son and daughter each attended a full week of Outdoor School and it was one of the most important
parts of their early education. My daughter is now a junior in college, majoring in geology and headed to a
career of scientific research on climate and landscape. My son is still in high school, deciding on his
career path, but involvement in the outdoors seems a given. But my interest in supporting Outdoor School
does not involve my children. I'm passionate about Outdoor School for All for three reasons: it's practical,
it's healthy, and, most importantly, it's equitable.

For a time, | worked on behalf of ranchers, fishermen, foresters, who were stewarding the natural
resources to sustain rural livelihoods and healthy food for all of us. These people depend on urban and
rural decision-makers who understand how to steward them, too. It's a practical matter to educate young
people now who will steward these resources into the future.

Teaching children about nature engenders a feeling that leads them to explore it further. And being in
nature is one of the best things you can do for your health. Research is emerging showing that exposure
to nature reduces stress and relieves anxiety. Exposure to nature for children engenders a lifelong
appreciation and can spark an interest in later study of natural systems and science.

Unfortunately, outdoor education is becoming something only kids from wealthy school districts can
afford. Without universal Outdoor School, we widen the gap ever more between children who are
provided opportunities to thrive and those who are not.

When | moved to Oregon with my family in 2001, | was delighted at this rite of passage that was part of
every kid's experience in Oregon. With roots in the 1950's it defined something really special about this
state. In the past few years | have been dismayed at how diminished Outdoor School has become. Most
schools are able to participate without a sizable contribution from parents.

Thank you for all the work you are doing on behalf of all of the people in our districts and in our state.
Please help move SB 439 and HB 2648 out of committee with funding and get us heading us back in the
right direction for our young people, our environment, and the healthy future of our state.

Sincerely,
Lauren S. Johnson

4726 NE 14th Place
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor School is very important to me. As a teacher of sixth grade, | get to attend ODS every year as a
chaperone, and am amazed at how much the kids get out of it each and every year. | didn't grow up in
Oregon, and feel like the kids here have such a remarkable program and opportunities that | did not have
as a child. I've seen kids grow more in the 5 days at ODS than | see in a year's time in the classroom.
Some are pushed out of their comfort zone by making friends, missing home, or even trying new things,
while others emerge as leaders they didn't know they were. The science curriculum is so valuable, but it's
more than that. It's a unifying experience that all Oregon sixth graders can share, which is something
rare. I'm fortunate enough to work at a school that funds the week-long trip for all our students. | believe
all kids should have this same opportunity.

| humbly ask that you support Outdoor School for all Oregon kids. | ask that you move the ODS
Legislation (HB 2648 and SB 439) out of committee so that they can be voted on and passed into law.

Thank you for your time.
Malia Wilkins

14620 SW 92nd Ave.
Tigard, OR



Dear Lawmakers:

I am writing to urge you to help support and move the Outdoor Education bills, HB 2648 and SB 439,
through the committees they are in and out onto the legislature floors.

Outdoor School for 5th/or 6th graders is a very very popular program both in cities and rural areas.
Outdoor School is a magnificent and important program, one that all Oregon school children should have
the opportunity to attend, not just those who can afford it. A week-long experiential, overnight has proven
to be extremely popular with the children who have had the opportunity to go. They get to learn about the
natural world hand-on. They become educated about our resources of water, timber, animals, plants
which will help their understanding what stewardship is needed for these resources. They also learn
important social skills and team-building while having the great deal of fun camps should be.

Two of my children and two grandchildren who had the opportunity to attend the week-long Outdoor
School programs when they were in 6th grade in the Portland Public Schools came home so happy with
their experiences they didn't want it to end. It changed the life of my son who went on to become a high
school counselor and then a professional children outdoor educator for years.

Again, | urge you to do all you can to support these bills --HB 2648 and SB 439 -- for the sake of our
children.

Thank you.

Marian Grebanier
5738 SW Brugger St.
Portland, OR 97219



Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor School provides young people with a real-world classroom in which to learn about soil, water,
zoology, botany and environmental science. What better place to study these things than in a forest?

It's also clear now that urban youth benefit greatly from the opportunity to connect to the natural world
with their peers and teachers.

Please fund Outdoor School and get our kids outside! Please move Outdoor School Legislation (HB 2648
and SB 439 out of committee with funding so they can be voted on and passed into law.

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.
Sincerely,
Marianne ltkin

909 SE 72nd Ave
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

Having two sons who experienced Outdoor School in the 1970s, knowing the breath and depth of their
love and care for the outdoors, and myself gaining so much enjoyment from being "in tune" with the
moon, trees and plants in Portland gardens, and walks on the beach, | know the psychological benefit of
the Outdoors.

Kids need intimate experiences with Nature in order to grow up and care for Nature. One reaon for
obesity: kids not getting outside and playing. Possibly ADHD numbers would diminish with kids having
more time Outdoors and in Nature.

Please move Outdoor School legislation out of committee so that it can be voted on.
Please.

Warm regards,
Marie Langenes

1620 NE Broadway #436
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

I hope you will seriously consider funding outdoor school for all of Oregon's children. We live in a beautiful
state and | am deeply saddened when | meet children who have not had the opportunity to get out and
explore it. If everyone had grandparents like mine, who would take them camping for a month every
summer in the national forest, Outdoor School would be even more magical and more likely to influence
kids' understanding of the importance of our environment and natural resources.

Please support HB 2648 and SB 439. It's an investment in the future as well as the present.
Warm regards,
Marilyn Harrison

14703 NW Killin Road
Banks, OR



Dear Lawmakers,
I am asking you to fully support Outdoor School for All Students.

First is the huge earth science education the kids get. Unlike a regular classroom Outdoor School is
hands on. Touch, smell, vision, hearing and sometimes even taste are used to teach our kids about the
earth.

Outdoor School is often a child's first time away from family for more than a weekend. They make new
bonds and | know from one of my daughters that sometimes those bonds last well beyond school years.

Outdoor School can spark an interest in earth conservation. When our kids get to spend time in nature
the hope is that they will develop a relationship with it and work at least minimally to help take care of it.
These are just a few of the invaluable lessons learned and experienced at outdoor school that last a
lifetime.

My daughter's were students at Mt. Tabor Middle School in Portland, Oregon, and my granddaughter was
a student at Roosevelt Elementary School in Klamath Falls, Oregon when they had the pleasure of going
to Outdoor School.

Please move the Outdoor School Legislation (HB 2648 and SB 439) out of committee with funding so that
they can be voted on and passed into law. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Mary McCain

PO Box 722
Lincoln City, OR



Dear Lawmakers,
All children in Oregon deserve the experience, education, and joy of Outdoor School.

As a four-time former Outdoor School counselor, | loved watching young students from
all walks of life blossom through the days and nights of hands on education, team
building, and class bonding. Through the phenomenal Outdoor School programming
and staffing, students who often fall through the cracks and fail to "join in" are quickly
swept up in the excitement of learning in a vibrant, experience-rich setting. Bringing the
classroom out of doors, 24/7, breathes life into their school experience in a way that no
other program can.

Please join me in recognizing the benefit and importance of funding Outdoor School for
all Oregon students in the years to come. Their future depends on your support!

Warm regards,

Maryn Goolsby Favors
2829 SE Belmont St
Apt 208

Portland, Oregon



Dear Lawmakers,

I am the Co-Founder and Director of Whole Earth Nature School, a Eugene-based nonprofit focused on
nature education. | am also the father of a three month old boy. | know from my experience working with
hundreds of kids and their parents that outdoor education can transform kids lives in amazing ways. Last
year a parent came to me at a volunteer recruiting event and told me a story about her 9 year old son.
Several months after attending one of our outdoor programs she and her son were on a hike together.
Along the way she was stung by a wasp and became upset. In the middle of her crisis her son
disappeared down the trail. He reappeared a few minutes later with a medicinal plant (Plantago major) in
his hand and instructed her on how to make a poultice to help the pain and swelling. She was stunned by
the fact that her son had not only noticed the plant earlier on in the day but he had remembered it's
location and was able to respond with it in a crisis. And the best part, she told me, was that the plant
actually worked and reduced the pain. That's why she was coming out to volunteer she wanted to help
change other kids lives in the same way that her son's was changed.

I can only provide a small amount of this kind of education to my son. As a parent, | am dependent on
others to teach my son the things that | can't. | want my son to have the opportunity to attend outdoor
school when he is the right age. And, as it is right now, the odds that he will have that opportunity are
dwindling.

Please support HB 2648 and SB 439. Help the bills move out of committee and be fully funded. We need
outdoor school for all Oregon kids.

Thank you!
Matthew Bradley

1605 Hemlock St
Eugene, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

My sister, two years older than myself missed Halloween being at out door school- she didn't even care!
Crazy for a 6th grader. | still rember going as a 6th grader at Mt. Tabor Middle School in Portland;
meeting new people, learning about plants and soil, being careful with waste so toxins wouldn't get into
the soil. This was my first ever camping experience and it changed things for me. | returned to ODS
Sandy River as a high school student four times. | realized how much | loved kids and teaching. | also
went in College as a special needs 1 on 1. I've now been a teaching ten years!! On occasion | meet
others who had the same experience and we can ALWAY S remember the details, my counselors Yoshi
and Stripes, Grizzly and Snake all over the place. | still have letters from these amazing people. | hope
Outdoor School stays around for years longer. It really did shape my life and impacted my past.

Thank you lawmakers for my chance years ago to attend ODS. Please fund this amazing program.
Megan Halligan

5990 NW Primrose St.
Albany, OR 97321



Dear Lawmakers,

| was one of the lucky ones. Outdoor school as a sixth grader and teaching at outdoor school my junior
and senior years. The experience was transformative.

Not only did it cement my love of the outdoors, it gave me leadership experiences outside of the normal
variety at high school.

Please support outdoor school for all children. Please move hb2648 snd sb439 out of committee so that
our children can benefit from this educational experience.

Warm regards,

Melissa Wetherell-Moore
307 SW 8th circle
Troutdale, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

As a lifelong Oregonian and one who participated in the Outdoor School program (as both a 6th grader
and later as a counselor), | urge you to support bills HB 2648 and SB 439. | believe much of my love and
respect for the natural beauty of Oregon can be traced to the experience and essential education that |
received in these programs. | believe that all children in Oregon should have this experience, not just
those from wealthier schools. | also believe that as more people move to Oregon, the values of love and
respect for nature will be even more important if we are to maintain the beauty and resources that we
have.

Thank you,

Michael Danner
6235 NE Sumner St
Portland , Oregon 97218



Dear Lawmakers,

I did not get to go to outdoor school as | grew up in Ca and they did not have it there when | was young.
My kids got to go and have wonderful memories as well as | work in an elementary school and watched
many kids go and come home. In my experience they are sad at first to go at the thought of being away
from home, but when they return they are sad to leave all thier wonderful friends and relationships that
they made. They come home renewed, happy full of stories, songs and happy memories! | love the things
they make, | love hearing the stories they tell, and | love them singing thier songs. My kids always came
home singing and the kids at school usually sing thier songs at lunch and on the playgrounds.

They learn a lot and make great relationships that last, as well as learn great skills in understanding other
people, and the teens that get to be councilors leam responsibility and compassion and thinking skills. |
always love it when | hear them call each other by thier spunky nicknames, and | still have all of my kids
wonderful artwork they made and the badges that they earned. Please bring it back!

Thank you for your support and consideration!
Michelle Morgan

20156 Canterwood ct
Oregon City, OR



Dear Lawmakers,
Think of these things as you consider moving HB2648 & SB439 out committee:

1. The type of learning that happens at outdoor school is unique to outdoor school. It doesn't happen in
the classroom and the week spent at outdoor school will be rife with learning that will stick. We all know
this. Those of us that were lucky enough to attend an outdoor school in 6th grade know it and those that
taught outdoor school know it. | remember recording my observations in my journal. | remember the
concepts (when | was there it was ECDCICA) | know what all those letters stand for and | understand how
they relate to the world that | live in. Science!!

2. Before 6th grade there is not a lot of hard evidentiary science in schools. This is a strong foundation.

3. For many low income families (and not low income families too) this is the first (only) overnight camp
that there kids will experience. There is a huge benefit to that kind of independence.

4. Outdoor school is magic!

Thank you for taking the time to read my letter. | am passionate about the importance of this experience
for all Oregon kids! This is who we are in Oregon. Please move Outdoor School Legislation (HB2648 &
SB439) out of committee so that they can be voted on and passed into law.

Gratefully,

Molly Porter

Parent & voter
2559 NW Overton, A
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmaker,

I grew up in a state that didn't have Outdoor School, but | can unreservedly say that people who've been
Outdoor School educators have changed my life for the better, and have helped me learn to be of service
to not only people in need, but our environment in need. Meeting Outdoor School educators helped me
become a better educator, a kinder person, and a better all around helper. And as an educator, I've
always supported my students who needed flexibility in their schedules to attend outdoor school because
| believed the experience was of value, and indeed, those who attend, come back to class with broader
minds and more eager to learn than ever.

Thank you for the wonderful tradition and legacy of Outdoor School, the opportunity is an invaluable
experience. Please support Outdoor School for all Oregon kids.

Warm regards,
Nancy Slavin

PO Box 1196
Tillamook, OR 97141



Dear Lawmakers,

After spending six weeks at Camp Howard as a Student Leader, | shifted to a Special Needs Volunteer
position to continue working with sixth graders. | worked one-on-one with a student three days. Learning
to step back and be a shadow for a student gave me a chance to see Outdoor School through a sixth
grader's eyes.

During three days, the student felt loved and accepted by everyone and thrived during field study. He told
me he is bullied and he was nervous about being away from his mom for the first time, but he felt like
everyone is kind at Outdoor School. During the week, he learned how to tell left from right, make
connections with nature and his everyday life, and thrived to be a better learner.

Getting on the bus, he blinked back tears and said, "l wish | could stay here all week". Three days made
leaps in his life, but with a longer, more stable Outdoor School, | would have loved to have seen him
continue to grow and love the outdoors.

For me, | can never thank Blue Fin and Alice Ott Middie School for providing me a safe, positive place to
return to. Including my sixth grade experience, | spent eight weeks to date at Camp Howard, and plan on
being a one-on-one volunteer in the future.

Thank you taking time to read and work towards a better education opportunity for Oregon students. The
skills students learn are priceless and carry them throughout life. Passions begin at a young age, and |
found mine here.

Sincerely,
Natalie M. Burke

7040 SE 118th Drive
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

I am writing to you because of my sincere belief that Outdoor School is a powerful program worthy of
funding at a state-wide level, and | urge you to take action now. Not only is it a fun program providing
unique hands-on learning (so rare in these days of standardized tests), it is also a key part of raising

generations of Oregonians with the tools necessary to protect our valuable natural resources.

Oregon owes much of its livability to the values and lessons taught in the last 50 years of Outdoor School.
Now it's time to ensure that every Oregon student has those same opportunities for another 50 years and
beyond.

I was a sixth-grader in Hillsboro, OR and cried all the way home from Outdoor School, since | had fallen
in love with it. Four years later, | volunteered as a cabin counselor as much as was allowed throughout
high school. Teaching soil science at Outdoor School was my first job right out of college. While my
career path has since taken me in other directions, | consider the Outdoor School program a highlight of
my young years, and an indispensable part of who | am today. | hope that you will consider putting your
full support behind HB 2648/SB 439.

Sincerely,

Nayana Jennings
5217 NE 14th PL
Portland, OR 97211



Dear Lawmakers,

As an educator, | believe the benefits of Outdoor School are tremendous. The indoor classroom
can never compare to the outdoor classroom! Actually, they complement each other, reinforcing
"book” learning and making it come alive!

This is a time to thank all lawmakers for having Outdoor School in the past, plus encourage your
support for Outdoor School for all Oregon children in the future. Please, also move the Outdoor
School Legislation (HB 2648 and SB 439) out of committee with funding so that they can be
voted on and passed into law.

Warm regards,
Patty Chalupsky

43418 KINGSTON LYONS DR SE
STAYTON, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

As a 55 year old tax paying citizen | don't remember much about elementary school but | DO remember
outdoor school! What a gift it was to spend a week with kids from our school and other schools in the
great outdoors!

| remember the morning flag raising and how | got the privilege of raising it one morning, how we
catalogued bugs and plants and birds in our journals and how we sang - oh we sang!

Back in the day Outdoor School was just something you did and every 5th grader watched as the buses
left with the 6th graders leaving and said, "next year it will be US!" But by the time our kids got to that
same place, outdoor school was no more something that just happened. And while we have been very
blessed and able to send our kids to camp, everyone is not so fortunate. Please, please, please restore
Outdoor School......

Thank You for your consideration of this worthwhile bill!

Peggy Honyak
295 Boice Street S
Salem, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

As a high school student, 20 years ago, | enthusiastically participated in every session of Outdoor School
that | was able (5 sessions!). | was a quiet, insecure, somewhat lost teenager who thrived in the
supported leadership role provided by Outdoor School. The program gave me motivation to maintain my
grades and helped me recognize an otherwise overlooked skill set. | have now been teaching and
working as a mediator for 12 years and | have Outdoor School to thank for much of my success.

As a teacher | have seen the power that Outdoor School has to boost 6th grade minds. They connect with
our Oregon forests, and some experience success in learning that is elusive for them in the traditional
classroom. Educators know that those small moments of success can transform a young person.

Thank you for considering this letter. Please support Outdoor School for all kids in Oregon.

Sincerely,

Rachael Torchi

3143 SE 25th Ave
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

I loved outdoor school!

Please support outdoor school for all kids!
Thanks,

Rebecca Priest
6545 N Fenwick
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor School is important to me because it represents opportunities that cannot be reproduced in a
traditional classroom. This legislation would enable kids from all backgrounds to participate in the kind of
experience | had the chance to go to when | was in fifth grade. It was the only time during my childhood |
ever went camping, or spent the night outdoors. The Outdoor School | attended when | was a student at
Clover Ridge Elementary in Albany, OR was a significant social milestone for me, as | know it is for
others. As an outdoor enthusiast and avid camper/hiker, to this day | remember Outdoor School as my
first camping trip, and hope that you will support Qutdoor School for all Oregon Kids so that early quality
outdoor experiences are not reserved for children of families with the means and resources to provide
them. It is an invaluable component of the kind of education we need for our children.

As an outdoor enthusiast and avid camper/hiker, to this day | remember Outdoor School as my first
camping trip, and hope that you will support Outdoor School for all Oregon kids to ensure early quality
outdoor experiences are available to all Oregon youth.

Warm regards,
Renae Myers

4001 POTTER ST APT 6
Eugene, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

I am writing in support of HB 2648 and SB 439. | feel very strongly that outdoor education is an essential
part of one's upbringing--it fosters knowledge and connection with nature and its many resources, as well
as the formation of proper stewardship towards them. It also inspires wonder and an appreciation for
beauty that a classroom simply cannot. | would love to see Outdoor Education get the funding it needs so
that all kids--not just the privileged ones-- can benefit from its rich offerings.

Thank you,

Richard Kreusser
4006 NE 64th Ave.
Portland, OR 97213



Dear Lawmakers,

How can we expect future generations to love, respect, and honor our wild places if they've never once
set foot in them? It's wonderful that so many families feel it is important to expose their children to the wild
outdoors, but there are many families as well that do not have the time or resources to get their children
out into the wild. Our children's education should include such important things as loving and respecting
the wild, basic financial literacy, and how to be a good citizen. This would cover two of those.

Please support the outdoor school.
Sincerely,

Robert Rothwell
1402 Killarney Drive
West Linn, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

When | was a 6th grader, | had never taken an interest in science before because only the boys in my
class liked science. It wasn't until | went to Outdoor School that my mindset was changed. | learned the
Water Cycle Boogie and played sproutball. The best part of camp though was when a couple of my
friends and | even performed a song called Ratlin Bog. For the first time in my life, science was fun; and
to this day, | still haven't forgotten the experience.

The only thing better than being a camper was when my friend Kiersten convinced me to be an Outdoor
School counselor in the spring of my sophomore year. | loved it so much that | went back as a counselor
again. And again. And again. And again.

My most memorable moment as a counselor was when | got to be a field study instructor for a young boy,
let's call him "Johnny." Johnny started off the week hating Outdoor School. He refused to sing songs or
participate in field studies. He didn't even want to play games. Then | pulled Johnny aside for a minute
and asked him why he wasn't having fun. Johnny told me that he wanted to have fun, but felt guilty for
taking up the counselors' time. Once | told Johnny how much | loved Outdoor School and wanted him to
have a fun experience there, he instantly changed. Johnny became the most enthusiastic camper after
that. He even led a song at campfire one night. Knowing that a child was able to learn and have fun
because of my help was life changing.

Now as a senior in high school, | have been a counselor 5 times, and it has been my favorite experience
in high school by far. Outdoor School made me realize that | love teaching, because the look on a kid's
face when they actually love learning (believe me, you don't see that much in high school) is one of the
most joyous, beautiful things I've ever witnessed. Also, | especially realized how much | love
environmental science. Outdoor School exposed me to real environmental issues and taught me about
what | could do to help save the planet. It's empowering to know that my actions have an impact on future
generations. | know that | want my impact to be positive, and to leave a legacy behind me that will protect
this world from environmental destruction. You could almost say it makes me feel like a superhero, saving
the planet one tree at a time.

Outdoor School not only empowered me, but was the place of many "firsts" for me. It was my first time
“"camping,” my first time enjoying science, my first time being a counselor, and the list could go on for a
long time. It is a place of so many wonderful memories, and | am sad that | have to say goodbye.

As | will be attending the University of Southern California in LA next fall, | can honestly say that it is more
heartbreaking saying goodbye to this program than saying goodbye to some of my friends. | even wrote
my application essay about my experience at Outdoor School and how it changed my life so immensely.
In college, | will be studying business administration and environmental science, thanks to Outdoor
School, in an effort to use my business skills to promote and implement techniques of environmental
conservation. Outdoor School is so important. It changed not only my career plans, but my life as a
whole.

| urge you to please support Outdoor School for all Oregon kids. There are children who don't get to go,
and the experience is so valuable and changes lives. In order to support this cause, | ask you to please
move the Outdoor School legislation (HB 2648 and SB 439) out of the committee with funding so the bills
can be voted on and passed. All kids deserve a chance to go to Outdoor School, and right now only you
can make that happen. Thank you for your support.



Sincerely,

Sabrina Ouellette
869 NE Caden Ave.
Hillsboro, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

| am writing not as an Outdoor School camper but as a mother of a daughter who had her life
changed as an Outdoor School leader. My daughter, Katy, known as Turtle, was hired at ODS
after graduating from OSU. She happily spent two sessions mentoring high school student
leaders and teaching "soil made my lunch" to 6th graders. ODS educated Katy on student
management, environmental education, how to have fun and be silly and prepared her for the
real world of teaching. Thanks to Outdoor School Katy also formed lifelong friendships.

| am very proud to say that Katy is a wonderful teacher in Juneau, Alaska.

Outdoor School not only benefits 6th grade students but high school & college students and
graduates!

| do believe that Outdoor School can change lives!

| urge you to support either HB 2648 or SB 439. Both of these bills have stalled in committee
and need your support to be passed out of committee with funding.

Please support Outdoor School for all Oregon students.
Thank you
Sally Kissell

6020 SE Cedar St
Milwaukie, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

I urge you to support Outdoor School for all Oregon kids. Please move HB 2648 and HB 439 out of
committee with funding so that all Oregon students can experience to wonder of learning outdoors.

Thank you,

Sandie Dreyer
75383 Fern Hill Loop
Rainier, Oregon



Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor school is important to me as our kids need to learn about Oregon’s vast heritage. Our natural
resources are so important and the bond and friendships the kids make last a lifetime. | think should be
available to not just public but private and homeschooled kids registered with the state. | went to Mill park
elementary when | was in the 6th grade and got to go to camp arrawanna.....| Remember making our
stoves and candles in tuna can .....best time of my life and my only outdoor experience. ...it made me
appreciate natural habitats, fish, our streams and trees....all that makes us Oregon!

Thank you for your time! Please make this available for all our children. Please move the Outdoor School
Legislation HB2648 and SB 439 out of committee so that it can be voted on and passed into law.

Warm regards,

Sharon Loney

concerned parent

503-470-9923
LONEYSHARON@GMAIL.COM
1823 Cedar st

Forest Grove, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

Please consider making Outdoor School a reality for all of our students. Learning in nature is the best way
to reach our children and to teach them the importance of their connection to the earth.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sharon Richards
NE 11th St.
Bend, OR



Dear Lawmaker,

Please allow for Oregon kids to continue to have the opportunity to attend week long Qutdoor School.
This was my favorite experience in all of grade school. | went to Trestle Glen for a week with my 6th
grade class. It was bonding beyond measure. It was also the first time | was introduced via hands on
methods to the sciences of soil, watersheds, and natural cycles. Outdoor School is vital for Oregon kids'
education. It shaped my relationship to the very place in which I've grown up.

Thank you for supporting Outdoor School for all Oregon kids. Please move the Outdoor School
Legislation, specifically HB 2648 and SB 439 out of committee so that they can be voted on and passed
into law. Your time and effort in support of this endeavor is greatly appreciated.

Thank you and take care.
Shelly Devine

5803 SE Lafayette
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers:

| first started working with Outdoor Schools when | was a senior in high school in 1969. As a high school
counselor | learned valuable environmental, science, and leadership concepts that | could not have
learned in my regular high school setting.

As an adult and teacher | have worked at Outdoor School for 21 years. During those years | have
witnessed engagement and excitement of about 2,000 6th graders as they experience our amazing
outdoor world. | have seen students learn to live and work together in their science field studies as well as
coping with close-quarters cabin living.

| have seen them solve problems as individuals and as groups in challenge courses, in daily chores, and
in learning what it's like to be away from home.

I've watched students try new things as they learn about various career options that include science, the
environment and the possibility of working in the outdoors.

I have seen students hike and explore at physical levels they rarely encounter at home, and fall in love
with beautiful forests, creeks, and rivers.

I've been amazed anew each year as young students and as well as high school counselors emerge from
their shy cocoons to blossom on stage during campfire time, and become fascinated with guest speakers
who share their scientific careers and passions during evening program.

Two of my favorite comments | hear every year from 6th graders attending Outdoor School are, "l love it
here, it's SO COOL!" and "Please, PLEASE can we stay one more week?"

If we hope future generations will take care of our wonderful earth we must first help them learn to love it.
And to do that, they must learn about it and experience the wonder, science, and beauty of it. Outdoor
School is a wonderful way to get that circle of learning and appreciation started.

Thank you for reading my letter about the wonderful opportunity of Outdoor School for Oregon Students. |
would really appreciate your support to make Outdoor School available for all Oregon kids. Please move
HB 2648 and SB 439 out of committee with funding so that each school district will be able to provide
Outdoor School for their students.

Sincerely,
Sherry Evans

Retired (1 year) Teacher and Continuing ODS Volunteer for
Rainier School District #13

74691 Hale Lane
Rainier, Oregon 97048



Dear Lawmakers,

In 6th grade | went to outdoor school and | had a wonderful time, more importantly | learned things that |
remember to this day: things you can eat in the forest, tracks of animals, the names of trees, how to drill a
core in a tree to gauge it's health and learn how old it is, crafts. | learned how to socialize with other
people outside my normal sphere, teamwork, | learned a degree of independence and a lifelong love of
nature.

Please support Outdoor School for All Oregon children, or a community exchange program if you find it
odd to send rural children to outdoor school.

Sincerely,
Stephanie Hosking

2250 Second 185th Ave
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

Our kids would be in better health, would be able to stay in touch with their natural environment and will
be able to transmit it to the next generations. All these activities that they will share in their childhood will
never be forgotten. These trips will help them to grow, create friendships and to learn a lot about the
world and animals life.

Please, support Outdoor School for all Oregon kids.
Thanks!
Stephanie Nicollet

9614 SW Whitford Ln
Beaverton, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor School is the great equalizer that allows strong students and those who need a helper to learn
how to learn by working in the environment in which they live. As a teacher, | have seen many students
who are disinterested in learning in an indoor environment become engaged and involved in an enriched
outdoor experience. All receive individual attention with learning groups of 4 to 8 students.

Outdoor school also allows us to build stronger teachers by allowing high school students to lead younger
students and experience teaching strategies in crowd management. Please make this experience a
guarantee for all 6th grade students. It is a life-changer on several levels.

Thank you.
Steven Garner

13690 SW Willow Top Ln
Tigard, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

| was born and raised in Portland, and have lived here all my life. | went to Camp Adams for Outdoor
School in 6th grade (probably about 1988) and it was a life-changing experience. Even though my
parents were wonderful about supporting my interests surrounding all things outdoor-oriented, the
experience of ODS without them (and with a bunch of other kids) was like no other. | remember
specifically learning about the greenhouse effect by sitting in a dark tent with several other people
breathing and making it hot. I've been deeply concerned about all things environmental ever since. That
concern was part of what has inspired me to continue to live in Portland, ride a bicycle for transportation,
and make other efforts to live as "green" a life as possible. | believe wholeheartedly that every child's
education should include learning about ecology, native flora and fauna, and outdoor life skills. When |
meet fellow native Oregonians (of my generation, who have attended ODS and/or spent a lot of time
outdoors) | feel like | among a strong tribe of folks with shared values of ecological stewardship and
knowledge. | don't ever want to see that fade. Kids need to get outside!

Please support Outdoor School for all Oregon kids; it's a critical part of our local culture. | want to see HB
2648 and SB 439 move out of committee towards a vote.

Thank you,
Susan Langenes

10306 SE 41st Ct.
Milwaukie, OR



Howdy, Lawpeople ~

Oregon is sure in an interesting spot right now. We're growing fast, people are attracted to our state.
There's lots of opportunity in that, but we also have to keep Oregon *Oregon®. Part of what we are is a
state of people who appreciate the outdoors. | grew up in the country, in rural Lane County, yet even |
gained a great deal from going to Outdoor School in the Cascades. We should want that for all our kids
especially urban ones and the newcomers from other states who don't yet have a connection to our
woods and high deserts, the Coast and the wetlands.

Especially if we're ever going to heal the divide between urban and rural, Eastern and Western Oregon,
we need Outdoor School more than ever. We also need to support our education system at large.

Please commit yourselves to Outdoor School for Alll
Thanks so much,
T. Brown

86615 N MODESTO DR
Eugene, Oregon



Dear Lawmakers,

| am writing to ask you to support Outdoor School for All Oregon schoolchildren. As a middle schooler, |
did not have the opportunity to go to Outdoor School. However, between then and the time | was a senior
in high school, our district (Stayton) added this program for all 5th graders. | was lucky enough to go with
them as a counselor. Though that was over 20 years ago, | still remember the connections made with the
kids in my group, my fellow counselors, and with the natural surroundings that we were learning about. |
also remember thinking "this would have been so awesome when | was a kid!". These experiences, even
as a 17-year old, influenced how | interact with my environment, and how | respect the outdoors and all
our natural resources. | think that ALL children deserve the opportunity to learn about our environment,
and as a taxpayer, | support Outdoor School for All.

Thank you for reading, and please support Outdoor School and move the Outdoor School Legislation out
of committee with funding so it can move to a vote.

Sincerely,
Tamara Williams

6128 NE 45th Ave Ste B
Portland, OR



Dear lawmaker,

Outdoor school was amazing and a great learning experience and a way to have fun away from home life
also older kids help as guide/counslers...Reynolds middle school @ Howard so fun!ll

Thank you :) and thank you to continue trying to continue outdoor schools for all kids.
Tannya Timm

137 maple bivd
Woodvillage, OR



Dear Lawmakers,
We are writing in support of house HB 2648 and SB 439.

My husband and I have been teachers in Oregon for a combined 62 years - most of that time we have worked
directly with 6th graders, thus we have had the privilege of sending hundreds of children to Multnomah County
Outdoor School.

We teach at an independent school that serves a mostly affluent population that, nonetheless, is in great need of
education around natural resources, ecology and the environment and diversity.

In spite of the trend of shortening the ODS experience to just three days and two nights, our school has been
committed to the full five day program. Why, you might ask when we have a rich science program to offer our
students? When we stop and think about Outdoor School, it's mostly about nature and relationships. Over time
society has come to understand that it's these two things that support us at the deepest, most basic levels. When 6th
graders from four, or sometimes five different schools come together for a full 6 day week at Outdoor School they
create a microcosm of what we hope will exist for them in the future of our state - a place where differences can be
celebrated and everyone can get behind the common goal of living sustainably with an awareness the the natural
world is not finite.

Until recently, a week Outdoor of School has been a given in Oregon. I believe it's one of the reasons why
Oregonians have a love of the natural world and a sense of respect for our history of being reliant on natural
resources. Times are changing - water will surely become a scare commodity and we'll need to manage timber and
grazing lands with great care. With Qutdoor School firmly in place for all Oregon 6th graders, we should be able to
count on a citizenry that is informed and passionate about what makes Oregon a special place.

Let's grow the leaders of the future and give every 6th grader the experience they deserve.
Please vote in favor of these two bills. Oregon kids deserve this valuable program.
Sincerely,

Toni Holmberg and

Brad Baugher

5052 SW Nevada Ct.
Portland, Oregon. 97219



Dear Oregon Legislators:

As the former owners of Camp Tamarack in Sisters, Oregon, we are appealing to you for help. There are
currently two bills before the legislators in Oregon that would provide full funding for every fifth or sixth-
grade student (approximately 50,000 students) to a full week (5 nights/6 days) of Qutdoor School or a
comparable outdoor education experience reflecting local needs. These bills are:

* HB 2648: Outdoor School Bill — It Changes Lives. In the House Revenue Committee.

* SB 439: Outdoor School Bill — It Changes Lives. In Ways and Means Committee

What an amazing opportunity this is for you to support the children of Oregon. Spearheaded by the
Oregon Outdoor Education Coalition, you can read about their efforts at www.oregonoutdoored.org.

The benefits kids get from this type of an experience extend far beyond the fun of being outside.
Research shows that grades go up, behavior improves and a child's ability to relate to their surroundings
increases tremendously. Besides building an appreciation for what Oregon has to offer, students become
good stewards of what has been entrusted to them. There is so much they gain which means Oregon
benefits as those young people grow into adults.

However, currently, approximately 50% of Oregon’s 5th and 6th graders are denied the opportunity to
experience Outdoor School. Inequitable access to Outdoor School contributes to the Achievement Gap in
Oregon schools. Only 5 of Oregon’s 36 counties report 100% Outdoor School program participation. Four
counties report no participation and eight counties report less than 20 % student participation. As you can
see, this is an unacceptable situation and the reason we are asking for your support

The action needed is to amend in committee to attach mechanism for full funding at 22 Million, which
would cover the costs of Outdoor School for 50,000 students as described above. That's a lot of money,
however, those behind this effort have ideas for funding. They suggest coverage to come from one of two
ways, thus accessing new money:
. Solid Waste Fee: $22 million per year from a fee imposed on all disposal sites that receive
domestic solid waste through a $4.40 increase in the tipping fee. This equates to $3.75 per household per
year.

or
. Unclaimed Bottle Deposit Funds: In 2017, the sources of funds for the Outdoor Education Fund
will be a portion of unclaimed returnable bottle deposits currently retained by beverage distributors in an
amount not to exceed $22 million per year.

We believe this is an effort worthy of legislation and have faith that you will also recognize it as such. We
implore you to move the Outdoor School Legislation (HB 2648 and SB 439) out of committee with funding
so that they can be voted on and passed into law.

Sincerely,

Ted and Edie Jones,

former owners of Camp Tamarack, Sisters, OR
67040 Rock Island Ln

Bend, OR
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TWIN
ROOKS

April 20, 2015

Encountering Christ on the Oregon Coast

Regarding HB 2648 and SB 439
Dear Lawmakers,

I am a trained teacher licensed in Oregon and have
committed much of my life to outdoor schools because they
address my personal goals and philosophies as a holistic
educator. Ron Miller, founder of the journal “Encounter:
Education for Meaning and Social Justice” gives the Meet Challenges
following definition for holistic education.’

Build Confidence

Develop Character

Find Friendship

“That is a philosophy of education based on the Explore Creation
premise that each person finds identity, meaning, and
purpose in life through connections to their Expand Knowledge
community, the natural world, and to humanitarian
values such as compassion and peace. Holistic
education aims to callpforth from pel:)ople an intrinsic EXPERIENCE GROWTH
reverence for life and a passionate [lifelong] love of
learning.”

At Twin Rocks Friends Camp this is my educational
philosophy for Qutdoor School. Holistic education differs
from other forms of education because of its emphasis on
experiential learning and the significance placed on
relationships and primary human values. These are essential
goals to consider when educating students who will succeed
in life as healthy, prosperous and happy Oregonians
contributing to the greater good of this State. In an
educational system driven by tests and academic achievement
teachers often feel there is little room for healthy personal
and community development in schools. It is partially
because of this disparity that I believe outdoor school should
be a part of every student’s experience.

Another aspect of outdoor school often overlooked is teacher
experience and retention. For a teacher to stay connected in a
school and desire to continue to pursue their passion for
education and seek the best for their students they must

: http://www.great-ideas.org/enc.htm
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Encountering Christ on the Oregon Coast

feel as though they are successful. Ttaught as a teacher in Oregon and judge my own success based on
the lifelong success of my students after they graduated from my classrooms. It does a teacher’s heart
good and encourages them like few other things can to see their students learning life skills at outdoor
school alongside academic achievements and implementing them in the future. For many students
outdoor school is something a teacher can refer back to throughout the year, or in following years to
keep a struggling child on track.

Many students have their first experience away from home at
outdoor school, for some of them it may also be their first
experience in nature. At Outdoor School each person has the
opportunity to recognize they are a part of something bigger
and have a responsibility for their own actions. A great deal
of time is spent creating a safe and positive space for students
who may not have this safety at home. Outdoor Schools at
Twin Rocks give everyone involved a glimpse of a better
world. For many this becomes a goal to personally strive for
back home as they reflect on their friendships and memories
which last a lifetime.

Outdoor Schools are better equipped compared to traditional
classrooms to provide an authentic learning experience and
help paint a bigger picture so students can see how their school
work is applicable in real life.

I have seen students eyes light up as they discover
a world they didn’t know existed outside their own
door, and are inspired to make a difference in their
homes, schools, and community. At outdoor
school students learn about good stewardship of
the environment and are challenged academically
in cross-cutting ways touching on all major
disciplines. This type of experiential, cross-
cutting education is now a focus of Common
Core? and the Next Generation Science Standards’
adopted by Oregon. Outdoor schools have been
operating with these teaching strategies for years
and it is time to invest in and further develop these
preexisting resources to serve all Oregonians.

? http://www.corestandards.org/
) http://www.nextgenscience.org/
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I believe having an outdoor school experience should be a part of every Oregon student’s education
because at Twin Rocks I have repeatedly witnessed outdoor school communities changing lives for the
better. Adult staff and volunteers experience a week of hard work and encouragement as they are
blessed by watching students make healthy choices and grow. Volunteers emerge from each program
tired, but with a renewed sense of purpose to contribute positively in their own community. High
School counselors often start outdoor school feeling insecure, defensive, lonely and selfish. The
outdoor school experience gives them the opportunity to serve their community by putting others first,
finding a purposeful and positive self-image, and developing a healthy understanding of love and
empathy for others in a world desperately seeking good people.

Encountering Christ on the Oregon Coast

Please support an Outdoor School experience for all students by moving the Outdoor School
Legislation (HB 2648 and SB 439) forward with funding in support of a bright future for Oregon.

Thank You,

Joel Thomas
Outdoor Education Coordinator
joel@twinrocks.org

www.odspartnership.org

My name is

Joe. L

and | vant:
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i Ona nigl-lt durins summer camp, we were at the very last
campﬁ'rc—a” the kids were sharing their favorite part about
camp. This one little girl named Brooke stood up and said
that her favorite part about camp was spcnding time with
me. After she said that, 1 had an ePiPhang, like “wow,” I
rca”g matter to these kids.

There are moments and kids like Brooke that rca”g make
you realize how much you imPact
kids’ lives, as the memories we
helP them makc, and the
cxPcricnccs tl'lcg have, stay with
them forever. The week or half
week that the kids get to spcncl
at CamP Tamarack can changc
their lives.

Since its most recent start last
sPring, CamP Tamarack has been
changing kids’ lives week after

week through its various

Working or vo|unte:erin5 at Camp Tamarack is like |ivin5 ina
different rca|it3. One of the first things you do when you
arrive is choose a new name Cusua“y outdoor related,) like
RPA students Comet, Taurus, Nature, Cygnus, or MaPlc.
You become a different and better person whose purpose
for a week, or months, is to give kids an oPPorl:unitg to learn
in a fun and safe environment.

Ever since going out to Camp
Tamarack the very first week of
outdoor school 1 have become
more confident, | have found a
home, Familg, role model, and 1
have realized how much 1 can
make a difference. Tamarack has
cl')angecl me for the better and
the more | gve to it, the more |
have received.

Camp Tamarack imPacts and
changcs many lives. RPA

programs (outdoor school,
summer camp, TY camp, and other
Family events). Charlie Anderson, the camp’s owner and
director, started “On E)c|a9 Ty,” a non Proﬁ't organization
that is the base of Tamarack for and in memory of his
brother, 'Iyler, who loved the outdoors. Since the beginning,
T3|cr’s memory has been cht alive, as he is even on the t-
shirts given to students, a silhouette |oo|<ing down on the
camp. From the start, there has been a vision for this camp
and I believe that vision has become a reality.

RPAs George Hegarty describes the program, “The
environment and facilities at Camp Tamarack create an ideal
outdoor learning space for cxPcricntial education. By giving
RPA students the abi|it3 to be a part of this amazing, Placc
as hig}'l school assistants, the sense of communitg and
students ‘owning their educations’ that is a |argc part of our
educational mission will be a Powchu| part of the lcaming

cxPcricncc for cvcrgonc.”

graduatc Taglor Richards
(Taurus) said he gaincd “newfound
confidence” and started to carry himself in a “more
respcctful manner” because of the influence of the kids at
Tamarack. Another student lcadcr, Faith Story (Zorra,)
talked about how she gaincd “|cadcrshi|:> skills and took a
more Positivc outlook on the world.”

Tamarack brings out the best in Peoplc. it brings Pcople
togcthcr, forms Fricndships, as well as families - it's a home
to many and an escape for all.

Tamarack is one of a few things that is one hundred
percent good. Without it, Central Oregon would be at such
a hugc loss. In the short time it’s been here, it has alrcacly
changccl 50 many lives, mine included. While many words
could be used to describe CamP Tamarack, “home” has to
be my favorite.




Monday, April 13

Dear Lawmakers,

Personally outdoor school is an essential opportunity or children to make friends, enjoy the outdoors, and
to be thoroughly educated on the ecosystem. Currently | am in 8th grade, and am still hanging out with
friends | met at outdoor school regularly. Outdoor school also gave me a chance to mingle with other
schools. | also really enjoyed learning about the outdoors and being away from home for sometime it
gave me a sense of independence and responsibility.

Alma

Age 13

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



Monday, April 13
Dear Lawmakers,

| believe that the law regarding the funding of Outdoor School should be passed. | myself had an
exceptional time at Outdoor School. Every child should get the opportunity to experience this. | learnt so
much about the outdoors and the world around me. The experience really allowed me to meet other
students from different schools, and | have made good friends from it. | bonded with my cabin-mates and
cabin leaders, and this gave me a chance to meet new people. In Outdoor School, we took a hands-on
learning style, and that is something we couldn't have done in school.

| honestly believe that every child in Oregon should be able to experience the amazing opportunity that |
have. | felt like | really learnt from it, and it was an overall great experience.

Sincerely,
Anisha Kumar
Age 13
Beaverton, OR



Attention: Rep. Gene Whisnant

Dear Gene:

How nice it is for us to have you as one of our representatives; someone we can go directly to
when we have a concern. Even though we are not in your district, we know you always listen
and care greatly for the kids of Oregon.

As the former owners of Camp Tamarack in Sisters, Oregon, we are appealing to you for help.
There are currently two bills before the legislators in Oregon that would provide full funding for
every fifth or sixth-grade student (approximately 50,000 students) to a full week (5 nights/6days)
of Outdoor School or a comparable outdoor education experience reflecting local needs. This is
legislation that directly affects kids in your district.

This is an amazing opportunity for the students of Oregon and is being spearheaded by the
Oregon Outdoor Education Coalition. [ encourage you to read about their efforts at
www.oregonoutdoored.org,

We’re sure we don’t need to talk to you about the benefits kids get from this type of an
experience. There is so much they gain which means Oregon benefits as those young people
grow into adults. Currently, approximately 50% of Oregon’s 5" and 6™ graders are denied the
opportunity to experience Outdoor School. Inequitable access to Outdoor School contributes to
the Achievement Gap in Oregon schools. Only 5 of Oregon’s 36 counties report 100% Outdoor
School program participation. Four counties report no participation and eight counties report
less than 20 % student participation. As you can see, this is an unacceptable situation and the
reason we are asking you to support:

* HB 2648: Outdoor School Bill — It Changes Lives. In the House Revenue Committee.

* SB 439: Outdoor School Bill — It Changes Lives. In Ways and Means Committee

The action needed is to amend in committee to attach mechanism for full funding at 22 Million,
which would cover the costs of Outdoor School for 50,000 students as described above. That’s a
lot of money, however, those behind this effort have ideas for funding. They suggest coverage to
come from one of two ways, those accessing new money:

* Solid Waste Fee: $22 million per year from a fee imposed on all disposal sites that
receive domestic solid waste through a $4.40 increase in the tipping fee. This equates to
$3.75 per household per year.
or

* Unclaimed Bottle Deposit Funds: In 2017, the sources of funds for the Outdoor
Education Fund will be a portion of unclaimed returnable bottle deposits currently
retained by beverage distributors in an amount not to exceed $22 million per year.

We hope you know how much we appreciate your service and applaud the work you do. Please,
say “hi” to Josie for us and hope we might see you soon.

Sincerely,

Ted and Edie Jones,
Former owners / Directors of Camp Tamarack, Sisters, OR
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4/13/15
Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor school is a chance to hang out and get to know other kids out of the school you are in. These
days, everybody is always on their advanced technology and ODS gives you a break and shows you
nature.

Brandon Bee

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Beaverton, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

Qutdoor School, | believe, is really important to a successful education. It showed me how important
wildlife is, and how we need to take care of it. Also it helped me meet new people, which was a nice
change from my school's small community. | tried new things too, things | wouldn't usually do if [ was in
the comfort of my home.

Thank you,

Bridget Mclver

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmaker,

My name is Christopher Sharpe and | am writing to you in support of a full week of Outdoor
School for all 5" or 6™ grade Oregonians. | believe that the Outdoor School program is one that
sets our state ahead of the rest of the country, both in Environmental Education and
responsibility, but also in preparing our middle and high school students for future careers as
leaders, teachers, and stewards of our beautiful state.

| have been teaching environmental education for 6 years now, all over the country, and have
yet to find a program as impactful and important as Outdoor School. Three years ago | moved
from Maryland to pursue a career in environmental education, having fallen in love with Oregon
on a visit to a friend in Bend, and knowing that Oregon is a pioneer in that field. Being someone
who is passionate about the outdoors, | feel that the only way to foster that same love,
appreciation, and stewardship in others is to start at the pivotal middle school age. At Outdoor
School we bring students from Portland out in to the woods for (ideally) a week away from
technology, hustle, and their everyday lives and expose them to nature, community building,
and science. One of my favorite things about the Outdoor School program, and something that
I've heard echoed by many teachers, is the ability to take a student who struggles in the
classroom and show them that they can be successful in learning science in an environment
that is not only beautiful and enriching to the soul, but is also comforting, safe, and supportive to
ALL students regardless of their background or specific needs they may have.

We are able to take 6" grade students from inner city school districts and bring them out into the
wilderness, mix them with other students from other schools different than their own, and watch
them grow before our eyes. There is nothing more satisfying to me as an educator, than to see
a student who was hesitant or even afraid to be here on the first night; crying on the last night
because they don’t want to leave this place. For many of the students we serve here, Outdoor
School may be the only time they feel their needs are supported, they are safe, and like they
can get a full 3 meals a day. When you add in the environmental education component, |
believe that we create a truly transformational and impactful experience for our 6™ grade
students, at a time in their lives when they are highly susceptible to outside influences and are .
just beginning to form their own identities. Why not provide this opportunity to ALL Oregonian
children, why limit that experience to half a week, and most importantly, why not foster in these
children an appreciation for our natural wonders and this amazing place we all live?

The work that we do here at MESD Qutdoor School and programs like it is unmatched
anywhere else in the country. When the program utilizes high school student leaders the impact
on both the high schoolers and the 6™ graders is exponentially magnified. Here at Arrah Wanna
Outdoor School where | work, we have high school volunteers lead cabins and even teach
curriculum on one of four field studies (Plants, Animals, Soil, and Water). While the program is
ostensibly for 6" grade students, and while they do receive a great deal of improvements in self-
confidence, STEM proficiency, and learning how to work with others who come from different
backgrounds than their own, | feel that the true beauty of the Outdoor School program lies in the
work we do with our high school volunteers. | cannot even count the number of times | have
helped take a high school student who is unsure of themselves and what their life has in store,
and watch them build self-confidence, leadership, and mentoring abilities throughout the course
of a week here at outdoor school by leading a cabin of 6" grade students successfully. Similarly,
I can’t count the number of high school students who've told me that Outdoor School represents



a place they feel that they are safe and can be the best versions of themselves, perhaps even
one that they feel they can’t be at high school. Here at Outdoor School we support and
encourage our high school students to be their true selves, believing whole-heartedly, that each
one is special and has something to offer to their 6™ grade students and we foster leadership,
self-reliance, and teaching abilities in them. For this reason alone | believe that every county,
school district, and municipality, should strongly consider sending their students to Outdoor
School. We are creating the future leaders, teachers, and scientists of Oregon.

The work we do with 6™ grade students here at Arrah Wanna Outdoor School is exhausting, and
laborious, but is by far the most rewarding and meaningful thing I've ever done in my life. Even
as an adult | feel transformed by the power, beauty, sense of belonging, and love I've found
here at Outdoor School week in and week out. | am writing to you, not as an employee, but as a
citizen who feels so passionately about the need for everyone to experience this place of
belonging and true fraternity with nature and their fellow Oregonians, that | would (and do)
happily work 16-18hr days, 6 days a week for the rest of my life just to see the smiles on the
faces of students as they learn a song, or how to identify a Douglas Fir, or better yet to see their
eyes light up when they finally realize that, “Yes! Science can be fun! | can learn something!”

It is in this spirit that | urge you to support SB 439 and HB 2648 that would provide this amazing
experience for a full week to our youth all across the state. Oregon has been on the forefront of
the environmental movement since its inception, let's keep it that way!

Sincerely,

Christopher “Peake” Sharpe
Animals Field Instructor
Arrah Wanna Outdoor School



Dear Lawmaker,

My name is Christopher Sharpe and | am writing to you in support of a full week of Outdoor
School for all 5" or 6" grade Oregonians. | believe that the Outdoor School program is one that
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appreciation, and stewardship in others is to start at the pivotal middle school age. At Outdoor
School we bring students from Portland out in to the woods for (ideally) a week away from
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I've heard echoed by many teachers, is the ability to take a student who struggles in the
classroom and show them that they can be successful in learning science in an environment
that is not only beautiful and enriching to the soul, but is also comforting, safe, and supportive to
ALL students regardless of their background or specific needs they may have.

We are able to take 6™ grade students from inner city school districts and bring them out into the
wilderness, mix them with other students from other schools different than their own, and watch
them grow before our eyes. There is nothing more satisfying to me as an educator, than to see
a student who was hesitant or even afraid to be here on the first night; crying on the last night
because they don't want to leave this place. For many of the students we serve here, Outdoor
School may be the only time they feel their needs are supported, they are safe, and like they
can get a full 3 meals a day. When you add in the environmental education component, |
believe that we create a truly transformational and impactful experience for our 6" grade
students, at a time in their lives when they are highly susceptible to outside influences and are
just beginning to form their own identities. Why not provide this opportunity to ALL Oregonian
children, why limit that experience to half a week, and most importantly, why not foster in these
children an appreciation for our natural wonders and this amazing place we all live?

The work that we do here at MESD Outdoor School and programs like it is unmatched
anywhere else in the country. When the program utilizes high school student leaders the impact
on both the high schoolers and the 6™ graders is exponentially magnified. Here at Arrah Wanna
Outdoor School where | work, we have high school volunteers lead cabins and even teach
curriculum on one of four field studies (Plants, Animals, Soil, and Water). While the program is
ostensibly for 6™ grade students, and while they do receive a great deal of improvements in self-
confidence, STEM proficiency, and learning how to work with others who come from different
backgrounds than their own, | feel that the true beauty of the Outdoor School program lies in the
work we do with our high school volunteers. | cannot even count the number of times | have
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a place they feel that they are safe and can be the best versions of themselves, perhaps even
one that they feel they can’t be at high school. Here at Outdoor School we support and
encourage our high school students to be their true selves, believing whole-heartedly, that each
one is special and has something to offer to their 6™ grade students and we foster leadership,
self-reliance, and teaching abilities in them. For this reason alone | believe that every county,
school district, and municipality, should strongly consider sending their students to Outdoor
School. We are creating the future leaders, teachers, and scientists of Oregon.

The work we do with 6" grade students here at Arrah Wanna Outdoor School is exhausting, and
laborious, but is by far the most rewarding and meaningful thing I've ever done in my life. Even
as an adult | feel transformed by the power, beauty, sense of belonging, and love I've found
here at Outdoor School week in and week out. | am writing to you, not as an employee, but as a
citizen who feels so passionately about the need for everyone to experience this place of
belonging and true fraternity with nature and their fellow Oregonians, that | would (and do)
happily work 16-18hr days, 6 days a week for the rest of my life just to see the smiles on the
faces of students as they learn a song, or how to identify a Douglas Fir, or better yet to see their
eyes light up when they finally realize that, “Yes! Science can be fun! | can learn something!”

It is in this spirit that | urge you to support SB 439 and HB 2648 that would provide this amazing
experience for a full week to our youth all across the state. Oregon has been on the forefront of
the environmental movement since its inception, let's keep it that way!

Sincerely,

Christopher “Peake” Sharpe
Animals Field Instructor
Arrah Wanna Outdoor School



Dear Lawmakers,

It is incredibly important for children to go to Outdoor School because it gives them independence that is
necessary for growth and development. All kids should have the opportunity to go to Outdoor School
because it teaches them things about the outdoors that they can use later in life, and learning in a new
environment can be very helpful to children who are struggling. Outdoor School was a very meaningful
experience, and | hope you can please support it for all Oregon kids.

Christina

Age 13

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



April 13
Dear Lawmakers,

I was new to the school the year we went to Outdoor School. | was new and | had friends, but | had only
known them for about 5 months, so | didn't feel very close to them. Outdoor school gave me a chance to
connect with the people at my school and some people out of my school. The way the education was
presented was important, because some people are visual learners and some are mental learner. | feel
that both categories of people were catered so they could learn as much as they could. All kids should get
to experience that because the information is important and you become closer to your peers.

Claire

Age 13

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



March 16, 2015

| am a sixth grade teacher at Crook County Middle School in Prineville, Oregon. [ also serve as
co- director of Crook County Schools QOutdoor School program; a program that was the first to
start in our state in 1958.

We have organized this quality program to create a rich learning environment. Qutdoor School
is fun, action packed, and full of memorable moments. At the same time it is a safe place for
everyone. Some classes are on riverbanks, or near lakes collecting macro invertebrate stream
information; deep in the woods learning about forest ecology, or on a nearby mountain
classifying plant species and learning survival skills. But most importantly we are learning about
others, ourselves, and our community as we build relationships with the people in our school
community.

| am encouraging you to support HR2648 to secure lasting funding for every Oregon 6™ grader.
Here in Crook County this program has been an important part of the community for so many
years. It doesn't just affect 6" graders but high school students as well. We feel our program is
especially unique because of the influence of the senior high students who act as counselors for
a 5 day period.

Through the decades we have had several students actually go as a young 6™ grader,
comeback as a high school counselor, and then return as a teacher. This has been a powerful
life changing program for literally thousands of people throughout the years.

One of our current teachers was once a young “troubled man” as he would describe himself. He
had a teacher believe in him by asking him to be a high school counselor. His week long
experience was so powerful that he decided that working with kids could possibly be a career
choice. He received his college degree and now is a teacher/outdoor school teacher/coach and
father figure to literally hundreds of students who love him dearly. Suffice to say it is a
wonderful and powerful story!!

It has been a huge energy drain on our program trying to fund raise and apply for grants year
after year. As directors, we are becoming weary of the process and have decided that funding
has to be solidified from either the district or state. Please contact us if you have any questions

Sincerely,
Les Parker Co-director les.parker@crookcounty.k12.or.us
Lori Meadows Co-director lori. meadows@crookcounty.k12.or.us

Crook County Outdoor School Program



Dear Senator Shields,

Monday, March 23 will bring advocates of outdoor education to Salem for the Outdoor
School lobby day. Though | can't join them, as your constituent I'd like to add my voice
to the lobby and urge you to support the Outdoor School for All legislation in the 2015

session, Senate Bill 439.

You know how important the Outdoor School experience is for thousands of Portland
middle school students. The program is tenuous in every school district budget, and in
recent years has been reduced to just two days in Portland. But worse, the vast majority
of Oregon school districts do not yet offer the Outdoor School experience to their sixth
graders. SB 439 will change that, and support a full week of outdoor learning for every
Oregon sixth grader. All 42, 500 of them!

My daughters Laurel and Lydia both participated in Outdoor School as sixth graders at
Beaumont Middle School and returned many times as student leaders when they
attended Grant High School. Lydia told me about a little girl named Maria in one of her
groups from a school in North Clackamas. Maria's family had only recently arrived in
Oregon from Mexico and she spoke very little English. At Outdoor School Maria
flourished because she and her classmates learned the unfamiliar plant names
TOGETHER, and right there she became part of her class in a way she had not been
before. At campfire, Lydia said, Maria sang the camp songs with the brightest eyes in
the group.

That’'s what Outdoor School means to Oregon kids. Connection — with one another,
with the rivers and forests of Oregon, with their own love of learning. Please support
Outdoor School for All, and vote for Senate Bill 439.

Sincerely,

Edward Wolf

3414 NE 18th Avenue
Portland, OR 97212
503-331-1498



Monday, April 13

Dear Lawmakers,

I'm fourteen years old and in eighth grade. Two years ago, | had the amazing experience of going to
Outdoor School. This was the first camp I'd ever been to with kids from different schools, and | loved it. At
Outdoor School, | met and made friends with kids from other schools, some of which 1 still know today. It's
a unique and special tradition to me, a memory | will cherish forever. Please support Outdoor School for
all Oregon kids, and help them to have the experience | had.

Thank you,

Ella

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



ROBIN ZIMMERMAN

1282 3" St. Unit 25

Lafayette, OR 97127
Cell (503) 560-2517
grielbill@gmail.com

April 23, 2015

To the House Revenue and Education Committee:

I am asking for support of HB 2648. I am a grandparent, parent, an Outdoor school attendee, a
Outdoor School volunteer, and a citizen of Oregon. I want the best for our children and young adults.
believe every student should have the opportunity to experience outdoor school.

At 54 it has been more then 40 years since I attended outdoor school as a 6™ grader. I still carry
the memories and lessons I received there. For myself and many of my classmate at James John School in
North Portland this was our first experience out in nature and away from home. We arrived at camp both
excited and fearful. Soon we were placed in groups with other kids from all over the city. In the short week
there we learned trust and how to work as a team. Without even realizing it the science of nature was
brought to us in real world scenarios. Many things we learned in classrooms now made sense. And many
new lessons that could not be attained through a book were brought to life.

A few years later as a high school student I had the opportunity to volunteer as a camp counselor. I
wanted to repay the gift I had received. This was my first experience leading a group of my own. I
remembered how I felt back in sixth grade so I was able to relate now. I understood the tension and fear
they carried. I was almost overwhelmed at the idea that these kids were looking to me to lead. I remember
one boy asking me if I liked having the week away from school and no school work. I explained that as a
volunteer I was not exempt from my class work and was expected to make it all up when I got home. The
look of appreciation he gave me was priceless.

These experiences are vital in creating an adult that cares. Care about their school work. Care
about nature. Care about others. These are the things that make a good “citizen”.

Thank you for your time and support.
Sincerely,

Robin Zimmerman



March 12th, 2015
Dear Senator Richard Devlin,

Outdoor School is the place where I learned the skills I use in everyday life today. It is the place
where I learned the confidence and determination I used to get to get a stable well paying job at
16. It is the place I learned how much I love the natural world, and the people in it. Outdoor
School is where my eyes were opened to a new potential for me, a greater me.

Before I stepped off the bus at Sandy River Outdoor School for the first time to be trained as a
Student Leader, I was timid, quiet to most, and speaking in front of more than five people would
put me in a panic. I knew no one, I sat alone quietly in the loud dining hall, barely spoke a word
to anyone. My first week I went home sick near the end. After that I was not going to go back,
didn't want to. In December I got a small postcard in the mail, wishing me "Happy Holidays" and
on the back was every signature from the staff members I was convinced had forgotten about me
entirely. But they hadn't. That moment there I knew I had to come back and put my best two feet
forward. The next session I went to Outdoor School three times, each time growing more
confident and more willingness to learn. My time at Outdoor School is not done, I still have
more weeks to learn more about myself, the wonderful kids I teach and befriend, the natural
world, and the people around me.I had moved around a lot, never being in a house for more than
three years, I had finally had found a feeling of "Home" that I had never felt before.

Each time I step off that bus one or many new challenges will arise, some things that I'm not
ready for, some that I am but thing I need to pull through all the same. I know now that this is the
case throughout life. A wise person once told me "The moment you think you know everything
is the moment you know nothing at all" and I take that with me wherever I find myself. I am not
done learning, I am not done growing, and I am not done supporting Outdoor School and the
people attached to it. I never will be. Outdoor School is a place where Sixth graders learn to be
themselves through learning about the world around them. Its where High School students learn
to be leaders. Its where the future of Oregon is shaped. I urge your support for HR 2648 to
secure lasting funding for every Oregon 5th or 6th grader to experience Outdoor School.

Thank you for your time,
Gunnar Pedersen



April 13
Dear Lawmakers,

To me outdoor school is a change to get outdoors and explore the worlds around us. It can teach kids to
be more active and that you can have fun away from the computer.

Thank you for supporting outdoor school to all Oregon kids.

lan

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



April 13 2015

Dear Lawmakers,

I think that Outdoor school is super important. The first time | went to outdoor school was in first grade
and | remember being really scared to be away from my family but my classmates were always there for
me and the experience helped build my friendships. The way that my classmates treated was so great
that it inspired me to to treat new students the same way the next year. | don't think this would have
happened if | hadn't gone to Outdoor School. | hope you will pass this law to give these experiences to
everyone.

Sincerely,

Ingrid Doubleday

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



April 13

Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor education is important to me because of the experience and the knowledge of nature you did not
know before. You also gain skills you did not have.

Please support outdoor school.

Jacen

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Beaverton, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

When [ first came to OES for 6th grade, | could not wait to go to Outdoor School. | am the type of person
that lives practically half their life outside and | couldn't bare to live somewhere that didn't have anywhere
to hike. When | first arrived at Outdoor School, | couldn't believe my dream was coming true. It turned out
that Outdoor School was actually a lot better than | had expected, even though | was convinced that it
was going to be the best place in the world. Outdoor School became a second home for me, and [ still
remember the sadness | felt when it was over. | remember bursting into tears as | got on the bus to go
home. Outdoor School was all | could think about and | even wore my name tag for the next week
afterward. All kids should be able to become this close with nature and the outdoors as | have. In my
opinion, it is a very important part of learning. Please give other middle schoolers this chance at being this
close to something and having a chance to bond. For the future of our country and our world, give us this
experience.

Jacquie Molloseau

Age 12

Oregon Episcopal School
Beaverton, OR



4/13/15

Dear Lawmakers,

| think that all kids should be able to experience outdoor school because it was a really great learning
experience for me and | think it is very helpful both educationally and socially. It helps you learn about
nature and the world, which a lot of people don't have access to education about. It also helped me build
social skills because, outside of my friends, | am pretty shy, and | don't introduce myself to people that
often. | think it helped me because we all needed to learn how to get to know new people in a short period
of time, which | think is a good skill to have for the future. These are just a couple of concrete reasons |
have for wanting all kids to go to outdoor school, but | think you should support kids getting to go just
because it is an amazing and fun experience everyone should have.

Please support Outdoor school for all kids!

Karenna Hall

Age 13

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

When | first went to outdoor school, | wasn't excited at all. In fact, | wasn't looking forward to it. | was
nervous about being away from home for so long, and | hadn't really had the experience of being away for
extended periods of time. When we got to outdoor school, it slowly started to grow on me. The friends |
made were so much fun, and so were the counselors and teachers who were there. | still remember some
of the things that we learned about the soil and environment. Also, | made much better connections with
my grade. | was so upset to leave, and | am still in touch with a few of the people | meet. | hope that you
will pass this law, because | think that this a valuable experience that | want everyone to have.

Thank you for supporting Outdoor School.

Kendall

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

When | went to outdoor school in the sixth grade, | didn't know what to expect to be honest. It became
more and more clear to me the further into the trip that outdoor school was a real treat, and it was a
reward that just couldn't be matched.

Colin

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Lake Oswego, OR



April 13
Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor school was important to me because it helped me become educated about the environment and
how nature works. All kids should get the outdoor school experience because it is a fun time with friends
that also helps educate.

Cole

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor Education gives an opportunity for students to challenge themselves, make new friends, and
learn in a new environment. Children that attend outdoor school come back with fun memories and
building blocks for their futures. Hands on earning about the environment, making new friends from other
schools within your cabin, taking responsibility and having freedom (away from your parents). My
experience at Outdoor School encorporated all of these things. | attended Outdoor School in 6th grade
(Camp Arrah Wannah). It was a really fun and interesting experience that | will never forget. | made a few
new friends that | am still in touch with, spent a week without my family which helped me for later trips,
and | learned a lot about the environment we live in. Please support Outdoor School for all Oregon kids,
as it will provide building blocks for their futures.

Ky

Age 14

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



Dear Senator Chip Shields,

My name is Lena Grover and I am a junior at Grant High School. I have been a
student leader with the Outdoor School program for three sessions and plan on being a
part of the Outdoor School community long after I graduate. 1 am urging your support for
HR 2648 to secure funding for every 5th or 6th grader in Oregon to go through the
Outdoor School program. This program is imperative for kids to experience because they
receive hands on experiences and they are in an environment that allows the opportunity
for success. '

I personally went through the Outdoor School program as a sixth grader, and it
was one of the best experiences of my middle school career. Because of my student
leaders and the supportive environment that was created by Outdoor School, I was finally
able to understand how the environment directly affected me and my community. The
learning environment that Outdoor School provides encouraged me to come back as a
student leader. In doing so, I have taught many sixth graders about environmental
sciences. By learning out of a classroom, kids benefit from hands on experiences by
being able to see and touch what they are leaning about. By giving 5™ and 6™ graders an
experience, they are able to absorb and comprehend science more effectively because the
information is being presented to them in a way that appeals to multiple learning styles.
During my time at Outdoor School, I have gained leadership skills and furthered my
knowledge on the Pacific Northwest ecosystem. This encouraged me to take college level
courses in environmental sciences and has also inspired my future career. Before Outdoor
School I was soft spoken and unable to talk in front of large groups, but this community
has given me an indescribable confidence that I can now apply in my everyday life. I will
forever be grateful for the program that has taught me so much, and hope for every 5th
and 6th grader in Oregon to get the same opportunity.

At the end of every week, our site supervisor tells us to never forget the “real
world”. Many think that Outdoor School is a vacation from the “real world”, but I can
assure it is not. The world we are surrounded by in our day-to-day lives, filled with cell
phones, cement buildings, and city lights, is not the real world. Being out in nature,
surrounded by a plethora of species and microorganisms, that is the real world. If we do
not educate the future generations about the environment, it will crumble. Students
should be given the opportunity to inform themselves about the environment that
surrounds them everyday. If we do not give them this opportunity now, there will be no
world left.

Thank you for your time,
Lena Grover



Letter to Camp Tamarack Leaders from a High School Camp Leader in 2014

Camp Tamarack and the wonderful people who make it work are a rare gem that cannot be summed up in any amount of
words. I have lived in many different places in my life but none as beautiful or wholesome as the environment we are
blessed with here. I had an amazing, life changing experience that has given me the confidence to thrive in the real
world. Tamarack is not the real world. This place is unlike any other and I hope it lasts forever.

The staff is caring, compassionate and dedicated to providing the perfect atmosphere for outdoor
education. Their purpose is to deliver a message to the youth of Central Oregon. They teach us to connect
with one another and the importance of our natural world.

They provide a loving, caring, and understanding environment that not every child experiences in the home lives. This
place is made to change lives and I am honored to be a part of it. Tamarack is given a handful of terrified student leaders
and over a hundred hyperactive Sth grade students. It returns a handful of confident adults and a united understanding
group of prepared middle school students. What happens in between is what I call, The Magic. In a matte of a week there
isa complete turnaround in attitude, respect, and self-confidence for every individual involved. The amount of personal
growth I witnessed in my time at Tamarack was inspiring.

Each night before bed I felt a feeling of proud accomplishment that I do not feel too often. I carry that

feeling with me everyday because it gives me the freedom and confidence to take my life in any direction my heart
desires. I will be forever grateful to this place for bringing out the best in myself and those around me. Nothing compares
to the love of nature and the magic of Tamarack. —

Taylor Richards, High

School Student Leader



March 15, 2015

Heather Stout
1236 NE Jones RD
Bend, OR 97701

Representative Knute Buehler
900 Court Street NE

H-389

Salem, Oregon 97301

Dear Representative Buehler,

I am a retired wetland scientist who also reviews Outdoor School grant
proposals for the Gray Family Foundation. I am requesting your support for
HR2648, which will secure lasting funding for every Oregon 5" or 6 grader
to experience Outdoor School.

As a parent who taught stream ecology at Outdoor School, I have seen first-
hand how this experience exposes many children to the opportunities and
challenges of a week away from parents in an outdoor setting. One would
think that living in an area like ours, most of the students would have been
exposed to the outdoors, but surprisingly, this is not the case. For many,
this is their first time away from home, and often their first time more than
25 miles from where they live.

I have watched how this experience builds self-sufficiency and leadership
skills, particularly in the high school “counselors”. Many of the activities
teach the students to collaborate and work together. Perhaps the most
amazing result is to watch the light go on in a child who has had no previous
interest in science. I remember one young man who was totally fascinated
with a stone fly larva on a rock I had pulled out of the stream. In fact, my
own son subsequently served as a teacher at an outdoor school run by a
local watershed council.

Thank you for your interest in Outdoor School. If I can be of any assistance,
or if you have any questions regarding Outdoor School benefits, please
contact me at my email: ha.stout@charter.net.

Sincerely,

Heather A. Stout



Honorable Representative Doherty
State Capitol
Salem, OR 97310

Benno Lyon
5738 SW Brugger St.
Portland, OR 97219

Re: House Bill 2648 “Outdoor School for All”
March 10, 2015

Dear Representative Doherty,

| am asking you to support HB 2648 that would create a funding source for all Oregon 5th or 6th
graders to attend a full week of Outdoor School. Outdoor School changed my life, and my
current career as a 6th grade science teacher can be directly linked to my own trip to Camp
Howard in 6th grade, and the five times | volunteered as a high school Student Leader at
Outdoor School.

Oregon has long been a leader in outdoor education. Outdoor School began over 60 years ago
in southern Oregon as a way to educate an urbanizing population on the importance of
agriculture, forestry and healthy natural systems. We've learned that the kind of hands-on
learning rooted in science practiced at Outdoor School successfully engages students and
improves learning outcomes. In 2010, Oregon adopted an “Environmental Literacy Plan”
targeting all grade levels with age-appropriate experiences using STEM standards that will
directly result in improved career opportunities for graduates as well as creating more aware
and knowledgeable citizens. Now all we need is to put these great ideas to work for us.

A recent study conducted by the Gray Family Foundation found that less than half of Oregon
middle schoolers attend any kind of Outdoor School. Students in poorer districts are particularly
deprived of this effective and transformative experience. We are losing a critical opportunity to
connect Oregonians across divides of income, geography and knowledge.

Please be a part of the solution to the inequities we currently have in experiential education.
Please help create the opportunity for all Oregon students to go to Outdoor School for all.
Outdoor School for Alll Oregon grown. Naturally smart.

Thank you very much for considering this request.

Sincerely,

Benno Lyon

6th Grade Science Teacher
Oregon Episcopal School



April 13" 2015
Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor school is very important to me. From 1st to 3rd grade, my school
did a three day outdoor school program. Now, every summer, | go with
OMSI for week long over night camps, very similar to outdoor school. The
one thing | learned in outdoor schools is the importance of doing your part.
You learn this in school, but it is very important on Outdoor School so that
your cabin is clean, that you complete tasks on time, and so that you have
a good time. | think Outdoor school should be provided for everyone so
they can have time to make new friends, have fun, and relax away from
the stresses of normal activities.

Makana
Age 12
Portland Oregon Episcopal School



April 9" 2015
Dear Lawmakers,

Outdoor education is important to me because we can learn about the
outdoors and how to help it, we can make a difference in the world later in
our lives because we have this experience and education in the outdoors.
All kids should have the opportunity to participate in outdoor school
because we can learn how to help the outdoors and, we can be
independent and learn how to think for ourselves at outdoor camp or any
other camp.

I think that every kid should have the opportunity to go to outdoor camp
because we should have a chance to learn about the outdoors and its
many wonders.

Sofia
Age 11
Portland, Oregon Episcopal School



Dear lawmakers,

Outdoor school is very important to a kids life, education and friendships. Outdoor school helps kid learn
about nature and the environment. | have learned to love a respect the outdoors from outdoor school. |
deeply encourage you too pass this law.

Luke

Age 13

Oregon Episcopal School
Portland, OR



Dear Senator Chip Shields,

’'m an Urban Land Steward at an Oregon land trust, the Wetlands Conservancy.
I’'m writing on behalf of my personal experience with Oregon’s Outdoor Schools.

There is a hidden reason for Oregon's amazing culture. From Portlandia to the
small rancher out east, Oregonians are full of surprises because we go against
the norms. Oregonians have strong opinions, but they are also open to
discussion and think for themselves. Oregonians are something special, and we
need to support HB 2648 to keep that critical Outdoor School experience alive.
Oregonians are better citizens because of Outdoor School, and I've seen
testimony to that on every angle.

| grew up in Beaverton and went to Outdoor School as a 6th grader. | could tell
you about how that sparked a change in me that led me to work for an Oregon
non-profit dedicated to saving Oregon's estuaries, wetlands and wildlife and
educating people of all ages, but | can do one better. On my path to working
for this non-profit, | taught at Outdoor School.

Today's children are more relevant than my experience. My brother, a doctor at
OHSU, could tell you how the widespread overuse of technology is becoming
dangerous to children's health. I'm sure you have a good understanding of this.
My best friend, working in social work, could tell you how she sees Portland
youth failing to communicate healthily with their friends and family because so
much of it happens through a screen. You probably know this, too.

I've seen thousands of students come off of buses and walk into nature, their
hands free of machines, their eyes and ears open to the world. They're
uncomfortable and vulnerable without their digital safety-net. Although I'm a
huge advocate for learning about nature, | would argue the most important
thing that's happening at Outdoor School is purely humanitarian. Students are
learning to be social and part of a healthy community. Students are learning to
observe and listen to nature, and to each other. Students are experiencing their
peers and teachers on a whole new level. Students are learning that you can
see millions of things on a screen, but a screen doesn't allow you to fee/
anything.

| wish there was a before and after photo of every child at outdoor school.
Arriving, students are frightened, nervous, anxious, and shut down. Leaving,
students exhibit emotions you want to see in your population. Students are
kind, excited, active, smiling, caring, feeling, and charged up for more



experiences. If you want Oregon to be a strong community, you must have
Outdoor School. Outdoor School is where people learn to be human to each
other.

| will let others tell you statistics and figures. ‘What | know for certain as a born
and bred Oregonian is that we need to love this place and each other to survive.
Unfortunately, | am unable to be present Monday, March 23", 2015. However, |
would be happy to follow up.

One quick story: Once, a troubled student went missing after dinner at Outdoor
School. Staff went running and searching for this student, and he was quickly
found sitting in the estuary alone. He said he wanted to go home. Later, | sat
with him in the lodge talking. This student had never had anyone run to find
him. He didn't grow up in a home that listened and validated his feelings. He
acted up a lot in school. It was policy to send the student home and a parent
was on their way. At the end of our talk, he looked me in the eye with tears
streaming down his face because he was scared to go home. It’s not always
this obvious, but Outdoor School is a place where people learn what a home
really is.

Thank you for working for our future,
Megan Garvey



Dear Lawmakers.

Please keep outdoor school open to all children of Oregon. Outdoor is important to us all. Me and my
class have had many memories there, from making new friends to having fun playing in the fields and
coming back to the cabin covered in mud. Kids should all experience outdoor school because it helps kids
connect to the outdoors and get away from the modern civilization of technology. As a child, outdoor
school helps us connect to our friends and even ourselves.

Nicholas Chang

Age 13

Oregon Episcopal School
West Linn, OR



Oregon State Legislature

| am a long-time outdoor school educator, having taught in programs in Oregon and California for
eight years. | also attended a Washington County ods program in the ‘70s. | recently attained an MAT in
environmental education from George Fox University in Newberg in which | focused research on the
implementation of the Oregon Environmental Literacy Plan (OELP) and HB2544 which calls for Oregon to
be environmentally literate by 2030.

Today | write to you on behalf of efforts on HB2648, in which outdoor school programs are
provided for all students in the state. Knowing the vast benefits of outdoor education (far beyond the
environmental science applications of hands-on learning), | encourage legislation that hastens our state's
environmental literacy. The opportunity for 6th grade kids to interactively see nature at work in a
residential program, making connections with each other and with their environment, affords many
different benefits that are otherwise not on the proverbial test. Of course, outdoor school presents natural
science by its very design, but its design also presents cross-curricular benefits across the educational
spectrum; individual confidence, citizenship, health and physical fithess, inspiration, community-building,
and environmental awareness derived from a well-run outdoor school program can translate back into the
classroom as better-rounded students. My graduate studies suggested that outdoor schools set a grand
foundation for all the strands of the OELP.

I know that many schools in the state are striving toward achieving a better sense of ecological
awareness and that many teachers are open to addressing real community issues. | also know that,
around 6th grade, students reach a sense of awareness that allows them to see a larger picture of the
world: one larger than simply their own personal world-view. Finally, | suggest that localized and grass
roots understanding of one's immediate surroundings (rather than trickle-down standardized education)
serves to tie students to community and region. In building an environmentally literate Oregon, a hands-
on learning opportunity like outdoor school sets young adults on a path toward understanding their (our)
communities, thus empowering them to help make informed and responsible decisions as adults that
pertain to focused community issues.

While there is no silver bullet toward reaching environmental literacy, the opportunity for students
to recognize the needs of their community by experiencing systems thinking, hands-on learning, team
building, exercise, and independence in the course of a residential stay at science camp sets up a
phenomenal basis upon which classroom teachers may draw. With concerted effort between schools and
environmental education programs, teachers will be able to draw upon outdoor school successes. With
more emphasis on what isn’t on the test, students become individuals - thinkers - and more than just
statistics. Outdoor school teaches children to become active participants in society and that, to me, is
what education is all about: not a test score.

Oregon is supposed to be a leader in the country in environmental issues. Qur national
Congresspeople are a very positive force in this. With the 2009 passage of No Oregon Child Left Inside
(HB 2544), the Oregon legislature seemed committed to that goal as well. Six years have passed and,
still, the overlapping of the complementary environmental literacy curricular goals with common core
goals seems very far removed from public schools. The availability of outdoor schools statewide could
serve to bolster the adaptation of environmental literacy to our students and could make our 2030 goal
reachable.

There are many environmental education practitioners in the state eagerly waiting for an
opportunity to inspire students towards sustainability and environmental literacy. Residential schools can
be operated very efficiently - the Corvallis school for which | worked as an undergrad paid only
administration, medical personnel, and cooks, while utilizing university students as instructors and high
school students as cabin leaders - and resources abound. HB2648 would be a definite step in the right
direction toward meeting our 2030 goals in environmental education.

| thank you for consideration of this bill and believe that your support of outdoor schools for all
Oregon students will serve a huge service to the state.

Sincerely,
William F. Nelson
Bend, Oregon



March 16, 2015

| am a sixth grade teacher at Crook County Middle School in Prineville, Oregon. | also serve as
co- director of Crook County Schools Outdoor School program; a program that was the first to
start in our state in 1958.

We have organized this quality program to create a rich learning environment. Outdoor School
is fun, action packed, and full of memorable moments. At the same time it is a safe place for
everyone. Some classes are on riverbanks, or near lakes collecting macro invertebrate stream
information; deep in the woods learning about forest ecology, or on a nearby mountain
classifying plant species and learning survival skills. But most importantly we are learning about
others, ourselves, and our community as we build relationships with the people in our school
community.

| am encouraging you to support HR2648 to secure lasting funding for every Oregon 6™ grader.
Here in Crook County this program has been an important part of the community for so many
years. It doesn't just affect 6" graders but high school students as well. We feel our program is
especially unique because of the influence of the senior high students who act as counselors for
a 5 day period.

Through the decades we have had several students actually go as a young 6" grader,
comeback as a high school counselor, and then return as a teacher. This has been a powerful
life changing program for literally thousands of people throughout the years.

One of our current teachers was once a young “troubled man” as he would describe himself. He
had a teacher believe in him by asking him to be a high school counselor. His week long
experience was so powerful that he decided that working with kids could possibly be a career
choice. He received his college degree and now is a teacher/outdoor school teacher/coach and
father figure to literally hundreds of students who love him dearly. Suffice to say it is a
wonderful and powerful story!!

It has been a huge energy drain on our program trying to fund raise and apply for grants year
after year. As directors, we are becoming weary of the process and have decided that funding
has to be solidified from either the district or state. Please contact us if you have any questions

Sincerely,
Les Parker Co-director les.parker@crookcounty.k12.or.us
Lori Meadows Co-director lori.meadows@crookcounty.k12.or.us

Crook County Outdoor School Program
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