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WOULD OREGON BE 

GOING OUT ON A LIMB? 



By 2016, almost ¼ of all climate pollution 

in the world will have a price tag attached.  





WILL A POLLUTION PRICE 

HURT OREGON’S ECONOMY? 



BC’s economy is fine. 



California’s economy is fine. 

Source: Next10, California Green Innovation Index, 2014 



RGGI’s economy is fine. 

Northeast States compared to the rest of the US 



PSU found that pricing pollution could 

create jobs across the state 



SHOULDN’T OREGON 

JUST WAIT? 



Oregonians don’t want to wait. 



Other jurisdictions aren’t waiting. 



California is capturing about 1/3 of private 

capital financing of cleantech projects 



CA is growing its clean energy economy. 

Source: Next10, California Green Innovation Index, 2014 
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Investing in clean energy creates many 

more jobs than investing in fossil fuels 



In 2014,  

1 out of 78 jobs  
created in the United States was a  

solar job. 





HOW TO SPEND THE 

MONEY? 



Ways to spend the revenue from a price 

on climate pollution: 

• Help People and Businesses 
• Flat rebate or dividend 

• Cut taxes 

• Help energy-intensive trade-exposed businesses  

• Invest in Clean Solutions 
• Efficiency, renewables, transit, electric vehicles 

• Government General Fund 
• Schools, Roads  
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Lower income households spend more of 

their income on energy compared to 

higher-income households. 
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Source: PSU NERC Study, 2014 



A pollution 

price plus 

dividend 

would give  

most 

Oregonians 

more money 

than they 

have now 





RGGI sets aside 15% of the money to 

help households with electricity bills 
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California invests around 40% of its 

revenue in clean energy solutions, 

particularly transit and efficiency. 

Transit 
36% 

Affordable 
Housing 

near Transit 
16% 

Other 
13% 

Electric Cars 
and Trucks 

24% 

Energy 
Efficiency 

11% 



RGGI invests most of its $1 Billion in 

energy efficiency. It has created 16,000 

jobs. 
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Investing in clean energy creates many 

more jobs than investing in fossil fuels 



3. Do we make good use of the money? 

• Help People and Businesses 
• Flat rebate or dividend 

• Cut taxes 

• Help energy-intensive trade-exposed businesses  

• Help Industries with the Transition 
• ONLY if energy-intensive AND trade-exposed 

• Invest in Clean Solutions 
• Efficiency, renewables, transit, electric vehicles 

• Government General Fund 
• Schools, Roads  



PSU found that investing in the General 

Fund would create jobs across the state 



A pollution price puts wind in the sails of 

clean energy solutions. 

$   $   $ 



THANK YOU. 
 

 

        Kristin@Sightline.org 
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AB 32 GHG Reduction Measures 

AB 32 uses 

a package of 

clean energy 

policies. The 

Cap cap acts 

as the overall 

enforcement 

mechanism. 

 

 





Oregon would generate between several 

$100 thousand and $2 billion per year  



Solar is close to grid parity. 



The BC tax started at $10 and went up to 

$30.  
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California is on track to meet its 2020 goal  

380

400

420

440

460

480

500

2000 2004 2008 2012 2016 2020

Historical

2020 Goal

Source: Lawrence Berkeley National Labs, 2013 



California uses the money for: 

• Rebates: flat per-household rebate on 

electricity bills 

• Investments: Nearly $1 billion per year 

to invest in clean energy 

• 25% of investments must benefit the state’s 

most disadvantaged communities 
 



A flat rebate can make lower-income 

households better-off than they were 

without a price on pollution. 
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California SB 535: spend 25% of the 

revenue on projects benefiting 

disadvantaged communities 
Transit, $19 

Affordable 
Housing (near 
Transit), $65 

Electric 
Vehicles 

(passenger 
and freight), 

$115 

Urban 
Forestry, $18 

Weatherization 
of Homes, $75 





$30/ton invested in state general fund 

would increase wages across the state 



The jobs impact is pretty small. 


