






 
April 3, 2015 

 

Yamhill County Fire Defense Board Supports HB 3455 

 

The Yamhill County Fire Defense Board is comprised of 10 Fire and EMS Agencies 

serving Yamhill County.  They include Amity, Carlton, Dayton, Dundee, Lafayette, 

McMinnville, Newberg, Sheridan West Valley and Yamhill Fire Districts/Departments.  

Our Emergency Providers protect 720 sq. miles from the Coast Range to the Willamette 

River.   

 

We would like to encourage our State Representatives and State Senators to CO-Sponsor HB 

3455 relating to the allocation of ATV grant funds derived from the sale of ATV permits for our 

Fire and EMS Districts. I want to urge the legislature to pass this legislation so our Fire and EMS 

Districts can receive the adequate funds to offer sufficient resources when accidents and fires 

occur. Concerns are greater due to the extreme nature of this recreational sport and the ever 

increasing size, weight, and carrying compactly of the OHV being produced and used. We 

encounter instances of severe injury and multiple patient situations. Due to the remote locations 

where these accidents occur, we need to be able to quickly and adequately traverse the difficult 

terrain to address the severity of the situation. 

 

This HB would place Fire and EMS District representatives as voting members on the ATV 

Advisory Committee. Currently, we are inadequate in response time and resources for accidents 

and fires started in the wild terrain where ATV sport enthusiasts recreate. Having active 

representation on the board would help us acquire the funds necessary for protecting Oregon’s 

ATV retreaters and forests. In addition, many rural fire districts have “mutual aid agreements” 

with areas that have Off-Highway funding for ATV recreation and routinely get called for 

assistance; they will also become eligible for grant proposals. We support HB 3455 because it’s a 

common sense solution to keep Oregonians and our environment safe. 

 

 John Stock, Yamhill County Fire Defense Board Chief 

 Dundee, Or 

 503-554-8442 

  

 

 

 

 







   NORTH BAY FIRE DISTRICT 
Office of the Fire Chief                         

 

 

February 20, 2015 

RE: SUPPORT OF INCLUDING FIRE AND EMS TO ATV ALLOCATION BOARD 

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

The fire service has experienced many changes throughout the years. The biggest 
changes are the services that fire agencies provide and how we provide those services. 
Traditionally firefighters were just that, firefighters; the folks who showed up to put the 
fire out. Today fire agencies not only respond to fires, but medical emergencies and 
technical calls for service. Departments that provide medical response find themselves 
allocating well over 80% of their time to EMS responses and providing basic and 
advanced life support measures. 
 
I represent a fire district of 30 square miles on the Oregon coast. North Bay Fire 
responds to ATV accidents in and around the Dunes NRA, as well as public and private 
lands. We also provide mutual aid to the Hauser Fire District. Hauser provides a sand 
response and patient transport to north Coos County. Funding to Staff and equip this 
type of a response can be challenging, as most departments are volunteer and are 
under-funded. Departments are not only providing emergency medical services, but 
face the challenges and logistics that go along with providing service. It is not 
uncommon to have our recreating population grow by the thousands depending on 
weather and the time of year. The impact is felt by all agencies that respond. 
 
The addition of fire and EMS representation on the ATV Allocation Board appear to be 
the two remaining pieces that have been left out of the puzzle. Fire and EMS 
representation could potentially benefit the patients we treat, who in most cases require 
well trained responders, an urgent response, specialized equipment, rapid treatment 
and transport to the hospital. All of the aforementioned are performed by the fire and 
EMS personnel who respond. 
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of LC 3538, which would include Fire and 
EMS representation on the ATV Allocation Board. 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 

James W. Aldrich 
Fire Chief 



Oregon Fire Chiefs Association. 25030 SW Parkway Ave, Suite 330. Wilsonville, OR 97070. 888.846.5741. www.ofca.org 

	
  
	
   	
  

Oregon Fire Chiefs Association 
 

Statement on HB 3455 
 

March 25, 2015 
 
 
 
The Oregon Fire Chiefs Association supports the concepts in HB 3455. This bill would 
add representation on the ATV Allocation Board for fire and EMS representation. Due 
to the ever-changing world, Fire & EMS find themselves more often in response to ATV 
accidents and incidents in remote areas and incidents due to ATV recreation. To meet 
those responses, it is important to have that voice at the table when considering how to 
best allocate resources. HB 3455 opens that conversation and the Oregon Fire Chiefs 
Association looks forward to working further on this bill. 
 
  
 
 

 
 

	
  



    Winchester Bay Fire & Rescue 
P.O. Box 1006  

Winchester Bay, OR 

97467 

Racing the Reaper 

 
 

 

   

Thomas “Scott” Anderson, OR-EMT-I 

Fire Chief 

Winchester Bay Rural Fire Protection District 

P.O Box 1006  

Winchester Bay, OR 

97467 

(541) 271-3808 

Wbfire21@gmail.com  

 

 

 

As a Fire Chief /EMT in a rural fire district I have responded to, assisted, with and preplanned for response into life 

threatening injuries, and other request for assistance in rural, dunes and other off highway response areas. We need 

the ability to respond as quickly and safely as possible with sufficient manpower to make a difference.  Quick 

response with properly trained and equipped Fire fighters EMT’s often is the difference in the success of the 

outcome.  In these cases, a quick response can save an injured citizen from dismemberment, disability and even 

death.   

 

I would like to encourage our state representatives and state senators to Co-Sponsor LC 3538 relating to the 

allocation of ATV grant funds derived from the sale of ATV permits for our EMT and Fire Districts. I want to urge 

the legislature to pass this legislation so our EMT and Fire Districts can receive the adequate funds to offer sufficient 

resources when accidents and fires occur. Concerns are greater due to the extreme nature of this recreational sport 

and the ever increasing size, weight, and carrying compactly of the OHV being produced and used. We encounter 

instances of severe injury and multiple patient situations. Due to the remote locations where these accidents occur, 

we need to be able to quickly and adequately traverse the difficult terrain to address the severity of the situation.  

 

This LC would place EMT & Fire District representatives as voting members onto the ATV Allocation Grant Board. 

Currently, we are inadequate in response time and resources for accidents and fires started in the wild terrain where 

ATV sport enthusiasts recreate. Having active representation on the board would help us acquire the funds necessary 

for protecting Oregon’s ATV retreaters and forests. In addition, many rural fire districts have “mutual aid 

agreements” with areas that have Off-Highway funding for ATV recreation and routinely get called for assistance; 

they will also become eligible for grant proposals. We support LC 3538 because it’s a common sense solution to 

keep Oregonians and our environment safe. 

 

Thank you for your attention and feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  

 

Dedicated to the service of Oregon,  

 

 

Thomas Anderson, OR-EMT I 

Fire Chief  
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