OREGON RECREATION

& PARK ASSOCIATION
May 14, 2015
To: Joint Ways and Means Subcommittee on Capital Construction N
The Honorable Tobias Reed, Co-Chair The Honorable Tina Kotek
The Honorable Fred Girod, Co-Chair The Honorable Greg Smith
The Honorable Val Hoyle The Honorable Peter Courtney

The Honorable John Huffman The Honorable Richard Devlin
RE: Support of Reconnect Forest Park Project Request

On behalf of nearly 1,000 members of the Oregon Recreation and Park Association (ORPA), including 62 park and recreation
agencies as well as professionals, and volunteers, | am pleased to express support for Portland Parks & Recreation’s
Reconnect Forest Park funding request. State financial support is essential to enable Portland Parks & Recreation to
improve accessibility and enhance the visitor and user experience at Forest Park and to continue its stewardship of this
important natural area and historic park facility that is one the crown jewels of parks in Oregon.

In addition to our other legislative work, ORPA is always pleased to support legislation that provides resources to local park
and recreation providers, especially for facilities as significant as Forest Park. We support Portland’s Reconnect Forest Park
request for several reasons:

Forest Park is a celebrated public park icon that is representative of Portland the entire State of Oregon. It is an
important recreational facility for residents in the Portland region, along with the many tourists who visit Forest
Park annually. For visitors who never venture beyond Portland, their experience at Forest Park forges their
impression of parks in Oregon — including whether or not they are enticed to return or to expand their travels to
other state, county, district, or local park and recreation facilities.

Forest Park is an important natural area that provides critical habitat to nearly 200 species and is a component of a
much larger regional ecosystem. With such tremendous species diversity, Forest Park is an important ecological
resource for the entire state. Funding to design and build a visitor center at Forest Park would greatly enhance the
park’s ability to serve as an essential educational facility to the region and the entire state and to ensure public
understanding of the critical role of the park to Oregon’s environment.

ORPA’s legislative platform includes supporting “legislation that calls for and funds the formation of partnerships
to provide such services [that promote active healthy lifestyles].” The State of Oregon’s financial investment in
Forest Park’s improvement would enable Portland Parks & Recreation to leverage the resources it already is
investing and to encourage a broader population of Oregon’s residents and visitors to access the park for
recreational purposes and reap the companion health benefits thereof.

The State of Oregon’s investment in the Reconnect Forest Park project represents an excellent opportunity for the state to
support this amazing urban natural area and to ensure its access and relevance to a broad population. ORPA strongly

encourages the Subcommittee to approve Portland Parks & Recreation’s Reconnect Forest Park funding request.

Thank you for your consideration, and please feel free to contact me or Cindy Robert, ORPA’s lobbyist, if we may offer any
additional information to the Committee.

Sincerely,
Stephanie Redman, Executive Director

PO Box 12165 - Portland OR 97212 | www.orpa.org | 503-867-8447




contaminants; and assess any necessary remediation and state and federa)
permitting requirements.

®  Local Zoning and Permitting — ldentify local requirements for stormwater
treatment, environmental zone, urban forestry.

=  Structural — Determine the load required to support a building at the site.

= Land Survey — Determine the topography of the site, establish site
boundaries and other land features.

Phase 4: Design/Engineering/Permitting $1,800,000
Status: Funding sought:through Legislatiire

To include:
= Professionai design consultant services
=  Land use and building permit fees
= Contracting procurement process services

Phase 5: Building & Site Improvemeﬁts Costs $92,700,000
($7,300,000 Visitor Center + $2,400,000 Site = $9,700,000)
Status: Funding source to be determined

To include facility and site construction work of:
= 10,000 square foot visitor center
= Parking for approximately 40 cars with a bus turn-around
= Public restrooms and drinking fountain
= An ADA accessible trail into Forest Park
" An interpretive.overlook

Total Project Cost (Phases [-5) ~$12.600.000
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Contacts:

Portland Parks & Recreation
Mike Abbaté, Director

Forest Park Conservancy
Renee Myers, Executive Director

renee@forestparkconservancy.org

Portland Government Relations
Elizabeth Edwards, Senior Associate
elizabeth.edwards@portiandorepon.gov
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RECONNECT FOREST PARK

Funding an Entrance to Forest Park

Forest Park is one of the largest forested natural areas within city limits in the
country. The park has over 5,000 wooded acres and provides tremendous
ecological, recreational and health benefits for the region. However, Forest Park
lacks a recognizable entry point.

An entrance was identified as a need in the Forest Park Natural Resources
Management Plan (NRMP), adopted by City Council in 1995. The NRMP
recommends, among other things, the development of a regional trailhead that
would include parking, seasonal restroorms, a drinking fountain and a multi-use,
ADA accessible trail to connect with Leif Erikson and Fire Lane |.

The acquisition of a key piece of property at the intersection of NW Yeon/Hwy 30
and NWV Kittridge affords ar opportunity to create the Entrance long envisioned
for the park. Portand Parks & Recreation (PP&R) purchased the former
brownfield property and is now poised for the next phase, a feasibility study to
identify site opportunities and constraints.

The development of the Entrance presents both opportunities and challenges due
to its steep slopes, hillside seeps, and environmental zoning. A feasibility study is
critically important to inform PP&R on permitting and construction requirements,
and costs. Included in the feasibility study are numerous technical studies, a
concept plan and cost estimates.

Following the scope developed under the feasibility study, the next phases will
include detailed design development, permitting and project development.

Overview of Project Phases and Estimated Costs {using 2014 dollars)

Phase I: Acquisition $527,000
Status: Completed using Metro Local Share funds

Phase 2: Brownfield Cleanup. Designated NFA by DEQ. $0
Status: Completed by previous owners

Phase 3: Feasibility Study and Survey $500,000

Status: Funding sought through Legislature

To include the following studies:

= Roadway and Traffic — Determine the location of the driveway and parking
lot, and assess required right-of-way improvements.
Gegtechnical — Investigate the physical properties of the site including soil
suitability for improvements, erosion, slopes, geology and location of water
seeps and wetlands. :
Environmental — Identify water resources; perform wetland delineations;
identify sensitive, threatened and/or endangered species; locate possible
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RECONNECT FOREST PARK
March 30, 2015

The Honorable Fred Girod, Co-Chair

The Honorable Tobias Read, Co-Chair

loint Ways and Means Subcommittee on Capital Construction
900 Court St NE, Hearing Room F

Salem, OR 97301

Dear Co-Chairs Girod and Read and Members of the Committee:

We write in support of funding for a visitor center and ADA accessible trailhead at Forest
Park, one of the largest forested natural areas within city limits in the country.

Forest Park has over 5,100 wooded acres, 80 miles of trail, morethan 112 bird and 62
mammal species, and almost half a million annual visitors. The park serves as a natural air
purifier, water collector, and erosion controller and provides tremendous ecological,
recreational and health benefits for the region. However, Forest Park suffers from the lack
of a recognizable entry point.

Developing a brownfield property adjacent to the Park with a visitor center, an ADA
accessible trail, and a parking lot with sufficient space for a school bus to turn-around
would increase access to more Oregonians of all ages, abilities and backgrounds. Presently
there is only a quarter mile of ADA accessible trail and limited opportunities for public
education and outreach.

The City of Portland is making broad investments in Forest Park to fight invasive species
and repair critical infrastructure to help ensure the ongoing health and safety of park
facilities. This request for state funds would help conduct a feasibility study and initial
designs, permitting and engineering to redevelop the brownfield site. A feasibility study to
identify site opportunities and constraints is critically important to the development of the
visitor center and trailhead. Design, permitting and engineering costs bring the project to
shovel ready.

For many years citizens and stakeholders have called for a major investment in the future
of Forest Park. With a holistic look at ecology, recreation and access, this is a unique
opportunity to make a significant improvement to this regional asset - a legacy that will be
passed down to succeeding generations of Oregonians.

We, the undersigned, urge your support for investing in this unique and important asset:
Forest Park.

Enclosure: Reconnect Forest Park Background p.lof2
Updated February 19, 2015
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May 15, 2015

Senator Fred Girod, Co-Chair

Representative Tobias Read, Co-Chair

Joint Ways and Means Subcommittee on Capital Construction
900 Court Street NE, HR F

Salem, OR 97301

303 MW in

Dear Co-Chairs Girod and Read:

[ am writing to express The Trust for Public Land’s support of state funding for an
entrance to Forest Park. This park is unique in Oregon and the nation, with over 5,200
wooded acres, 75 miles of trails, 100 species of birds and 45 mammal species.
Nestled in-between Tryon Creek State Park and a forested corridor that extends all
the way to the Oregon coast, Forest Park is a critically important ecological resource
that cleans our air and water and provides recreational and health benefits for the
region.

Despite its size, Forest Park can be difficult to access. Presently, there is only one
quarter mile of ADA accessible trail and limited opportunities for public education
and outreach. There is no parking lot where a school bus can come in and turn
around. To address these access and outreach challenges, the City of Portland
acquired a former industrial brownfield property that will be the site of a nature
center, ADA accessible trailhead, and parking lot. The next steps involve site
planning, design, engineering and permitting.

We support state funding for these next steps to bring the project to “shovel ready.”
Once built, the entrance to Forest Park will be a significant regional asset that will
make the outdoors accessible to a growing population of Oregonians. I urge you to
allocate funding toward an entrance to Forest Park.

Sincerely,

Nélson M.
Oregon State Director
The Trust for Public Land
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