Why Build An Olympic Class Whitewater Park at Ti’lomikh Falls, Gold Hill

Dollar for dollar, the best investment that can be made this year for Southern
Oregon’s economic development is the proposed $90,000 for the Gold Hill
Whitewater Park at Ti'lomikh Falls on the Rogue River. The State funding provided
by Senate Bill 5525, combined with a grant of $20,000 from the Oregon Community
Foundation, will provide enough money to design the whitewater features and
complete the permitting process. (The OCF grant is contingent upon money from
the State.) This is a priority project endorsed by the Southern Oregon Regional
Solutions Advisory Committee.

Ti'lomikh Falls has the makings of one of the best natural whitewater parks in the
world. It has the characteristics of an Olympic slalom course (length, water flow, and
drop) and has been endorsed by USA Canoe/Kayak, the governing body of Olympic
kayaking. The Olympic tradition is in keeping with the spirit of the Takelma Salmon
Ceremony at Ti'lomikh Falls, where all the surrounding tribes came together in
peace. The economic impact of the Whitewater Park has been estimated by SOREDI
to be $7 million per year. As well as providing economic vitality, the real and yet
relatively safe adventures provided by the Whitewater Park have been shown to be
among the best antidotes for the drug use and desperation that plague the youth of
Gold Hill. e .

A wide variety of groups have already contributed to the Whitewater Park:

ODOT has installed signage leading from Interstate 5 (Exit 40) to Ti’lomikh Falls.
The Rogue River Greenway Foundation has installed a parking lot.

The City of Gold Hill has mapped the river bottom.

Jackson Soil and Water Conservation District has created conceptual plans.
Jackson County Roads & Parks and ODFW have contributed as advisors.

Sawyer Paddles & Oars has moved its headquarters to Gold Hill.

The King of the Rogue Race at Ti'lomikh Falls has become a regional draw.
Travel Medford just filmed a new commercial in Ti’lomikh Falls.

This fall will be an ideal time to design the whitewater features because the river
flow will be near historic lows. While the design is in process, the permitting and
final fundraising will begin. The construction of the whitewater feature is expected
to cost about $1 million to $1.2 million and will be likely be paid for by a grant from
Oregon State Parks. The Rogue Valley Council of Governments (RVCOG) has agreed
to administer the grants and supervise the project.

To put this in perspective, the Gold Hill Whitewater Park at Ti’lomikh Falls will cost
about 10% as much as the new whitewater park in Bend, and yet Gold Hill’s park
will have much larger and more exciting features for both participants and
spectators alike.




The Salmon Geremony
at TI'lomikh Falls

The Takelma. which means “People of the
River,” had a village here. According to
legend, Tilomikh (Te fo meekh} is where
Dahl-Dahl, the Great Dragonfly, brought the
Salmon Ceremony. Although the date of the
first ceremony is unknown, the People of
the River have been celebrating saimon
here for thousands of years.

During the Salmon Ceremony, an elder of
the Takelma sat in the stone seat at the
base of the falis called the “Story Chair”
to net the first salmon of the spring. To
allow salmon to pass upstream to spawn,
the salmon was ritually prepared and
divided, as a sacrament, among all the
people. To ensure that saimon always
returned, divers retumed the banes and
skin of the first fish to the pool below the
falls. Only then did the fishing season begin.

Salmon ceremonies managed the fishery
until 1851, when gold was discovered, and
miners rushed in. A brutal war broke out,
and the Rogue Indians uitimately lost. in
1856, the surviving Takelma and other
tribes were marched 200 miles north to
reservations at Siletz and Grand Ronde.

Mining, overfishing, fogging, farming. dams,
and urbanization deci d the sal )
Hatcheries were built to compensate for
the loss of wild fish and habitat
nevertheless, today's salmon runs are a
fraction of the runs before 1851.

The Saimon Ceremony might have been
forgotten but for the courageous women
who kept the story alive. in 1880, Motly
Orton returned from 6rand Ronde to live
here. in 1933, Frances johnson and family
traveled here from Siletz. Molly and Frances
told the story to john P. Harrington of the
Smithsonian Institution. They also told the

story to young Agnes Baker.

In 2007, Grandma Agnes Baker Pilgrim, the
oldest living Takelma, came here with a
photograph of her father, seated on the
Story Chair, taken in 1933 by john
Harrington. The Story Chair was
rediscovered, and the Salmon Ceremony
restored. Since then, four dams have been
removed from the river, and the salmon
runs have improved.

In 2012, at age 88, “Grandma Aggie” traveled
by raft to take her seat on the Story Chair.
She blessed the water and said, “We are all
water babies. We are ati people of the
river.”

Abave: Granima Agase Bakwr Pligrim,
88, the cides! Rving Takekna Indian,
isok hor seat en the Stery Chalr sn
Jaly |, 2018. Yiww fhe Story Chair
threogh the stesl ‘telsscepe.”
Phstagraph by Bery Fianey

TVahalmng sider Gwiagwashan (Frances johmsen)
attensied the ancient Salwea Carevny and
fought i tha Aegee laxiln Wiars. In 1933, sha
travaled here from the Sllez Besarvation with
Jahn P. Rarrington of the Smithsoaien
nstnsioa. Frances (left) is picoured with Eveltine
Harnary Baker, mother of Agnes Baker Plgrim.

Funding for this monument
was provided by the Cow Creek
Band of Umpqua indians, who
share Takelma roots and are
restoring the Takelma language.
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Phase 1

Ti'lomikh Falls Whitewater Park

RESTORING Tl ‘LOMIKH

L : - ' e L e R W
View of Rogue River looking south, several snags and downed trees line the bank.

Ti'lomikh was a large Takelma Indian village located on both sides of the Rogue River that was destroyed
in 1853 and became a site for mining and hydropower. The trail intends to honor the history of the
Native People by telling the stories of the Salmon Ceremony, the Story Chair, and revealing the plants
and animals the village would have relied upon. Following the removal of the dam, riparian improve-
ments began. The trail will demonstrate and explain best management practices that we can do today
to be good stewards of the river, including stormwater management and new riparian plantings.

Riparian Trail System for Ti'lomikh Falls Whitewater Park- Phase 1
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onceptual design provided by Lori Tella, Jackson Soil and Water Conservation
District, Feb 2015 for use by the planning team and Gold Hill Whitewater Center.
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1. Interpretive Sign for Ti'lomikh RiverTrail. =~
Opportunity for signage on Gold Hill Diversion Dam
Removal, Site History and Riparian Ecology::Existing
native plantings would be enhanced in this-area.

2. View of River and ‘
Interpretive Riparian Signage 2
This area would be enhanced with riparian plantings,
slopes would be stabilized, and noxious weeds
removed. A mulched path would provide

access to the river.

3. Handicap Parking Spaces

Two parking spaces made of poreus
or permeable pavers allow wheelchair
access to nearby trails.

-

4. Welcome Signage, Park Map and
Interpretive Signage for Bioswale

A Bioswale along the existing parkinglot's
edge with plantings will stow stormwater
Signage and maps would welcome
visitors to the park. Irrigation will be
need to be expanded to this area.

5. Handicap Accessible Trail and Overlook
This ADA accessible trail made of permeable pavers
provides an overlook of the river near the rock outcrop,

6. Stormdrain, Install Checkdam
or Bioswale to control Erosion. Ly
Opportunity for signage on Erosion
Control and Stormwater. Area is dense |
with Himalayan Blackberry and woody =
debris. This wouldtbe part of the -
Riparian Enhancemeat Area.
Temporary irrigatienwould be
required.

7. Interpretive Signage

and View of Ti'lomikh Falls

Opportunity for Signage for plants

of significance to the Takelma. The trailhead
couldibe the location of a demonstration garden.

8. Handicap Accessible Viewpoint

and Sitting Area

Existing Elevated Walkway is narrow and could

be widened and enhanced to include an ADA compliant
overlook with interpretive signage and trail access.

9. Handicap Accessible
Trailhead

Existing signage is in place.
The area could be widened
to provide assess for wheelchairs.

10. Butterfly Berm and Bike Rack ‘
Monarch Butterfly Waystation and bike rack could
' J be installed at the base of the existing walkway.
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Ti'lomikh Falls Whitewater Park

Ti'lomikh Falls
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Riparian Trail System for Ti'lomikh Falls Whitewater Park- Phase 2

Project Overview

Gold Hill, Oregon

onceptual design provided by Lori Tella, Jackson Soil and Water Conservation
District, Feb 2015 for use by the planning team and Gold Hill Whitewater Center.
For conceptual purposes only, all measurements, lines, polygons and locations of

roperty boundaries, utilities, structures, or other details are not authoritative or

recise. For additional information contact the Gold Hill Whitewater Committee.
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Ti'lomikh Falls Whitewater Park =3
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Phase 2

Ti'lomikh Falls Whitewater Park

2. Main Pathway
Widen the existing trail
and add permeable pavers

to enhance p I:?access and
wheelchair acgess to this area.
Near existing si

native p?l"e?’w ‘

8. Natl,"alized Seating Area
Logs and boulders create a
naturalistic seating area for
viewihgjthe river. Existing
noxious weeds should be
removed and replaced with
native perennials.

10 Seasonal Restrooms
/Ptgéposed location of

Seasonal restrooms and

¢hanging facilities along
/”'existing concrete wall.

12 Wetland Boardwalk
Proposed location of
boardwalk path

into the naturalized
wetland area.

15 Riparian Trail System
Proposed location of :
riparian trail system. Mulched |
trails meander around
riparian plantings,
grassland and wetland
enhanced areas.

| \ |
1. Restrooms

|
Restroom and Ch n_éing Facilites \
adjacent to existing Parking Lot.

Y 3. King of the Rogue Race Start
_ Allow kayaker access to tj’:is area\\
1 ~
o) 4.View Point1
. Enhance view point access
- )\ near existing rock putcrop.
-
Z \ 1‘1
) & 5. View Point 2
4 Enhance view boi and access
2 I near existing rock gutcrop.
ol | 6. ‘ren\;porar)/ Cofferdam /
Y © Install tb\denﬁter river channel |

for instream constriiction. [
1

9, Expert Playwave
A large waye suitablg for
surfing mpetitiqn/s.

11 Picnic Area

Proposed location of

picnic tableand path. Area
can be enhanced with native

perennial Tasses.

13 View Paint 3
Spectator area with view
of Intermediate Playwave

/

14 lniermediate Play Wave
A wave suitable for
suFﬁng competitions.

/16 King of the Rogue Race Finish
Allow kayaker access to this area.
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Conceptual Design

Gold Hill, Oregon

Conceptual design provided by Lori Tella, Jackson Soil and Water Conservation
District, Feb 2015 for use by the planning team and Gold Hill Whitewater Center.
For conceptual purposes only, all measurements, lines, polygons and locations of
property boundaries, utilities, structures, or other details are not authoritative or
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Phase 2

Ti'lomikh Falls Whitewater Park
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Grandma Aggie wants to sit in her family chair.
Who could say no to that? But Grandma Aggie is
no ordinary grandma and her chair

is not the front porch rocker.

idwinter 2012, in Grants Pass, Oregon, the

oldest living Takelma Indian was in bed at

her usual rehab center, tethered to an IV
bag as she recovered from yet another joint replace-
ment. At 87, Agnes Baker Pilgrim could barely sit up,
let alone walk, and she was reminding me of my one

crucial task at her annual Salmon Ceremony on the
Rogue River: securing the golf cart. “Grandma Aggie”
is famous for racing around in a golf cart with one
hand on the steering wheel and the other holding a
bullhorn, blasting everyone out of their teepees and
tents at 6:00 a.m. for the sunrise prayer circle.

“The cart is no problem,” I said. Laurel Acres, our
local golf course, always donates one.

“Good!” She smiled sweetly. “And I want my pic-
ture taken on the Story Chair.”

BY STEPHEN KIESLING
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“But Grandma!” I said finally, picking up my jaw. “The
Story Chair is in the middle of a Class IV waterfall. In fact,
Ti’lomikh (ti low meekh) Falls is the largest falls on the
Middle Rogue.” I shook my head. “You could get ripped up
like one of those old salmon that’s already spawned.”

Grandma just smiled and patted my hand. She had made
up her mind—and nobody says no to Grandma. She is the
matriarch of a huge family that includes great-great-grand-
children. She is also the chair of the International Gouncil
of 13 Indigenous Grandmothers, a world-traveling pack of
tribal elders who consult with the Dalai Lama and have peti-
tioned the pope on behalf of indigenous peoples and sacred
places. The Siletz Reservation, where she was born, calls
Grandma Aggie a “Living Treasure,” and the Oregon Council
of the Arts calls her a “Living Cultural Legend.” Before she
became a spiritual and environmental activist, she was
alogger, a stock car racer, and a jail barber. She’s a force
of nature who became a force for nature—and a source of
inspiration for countless non-Natives like me. Nevertheless,
only a few days earlier it seemed the strongest thing in her
was pneumonia.

“But Grandma,” I began again.

She shushed me and then her eyes softened. “My father
sat in the Story Chair. My ancestors for thousands of years.
It’s my time.”

The Story Chair is where Dahl-Dahl, the Great Dragonfly,
created the Salmon Ceremony to bring peace to the tribes
who were killing each other over fish. Grandma Aggie’s
ancestors were elders who sat in the stone seat and man-
aged the fishery. No one knows the date of the first Salmon
Ceremony, but tribal stories hold the memory of Mount
Mazama blowing up to form Crater Lake more than 7,700
years ago—and moccasins were found buried under the
volcanic ash. To look into Grandma Aggie’s eye is to peer
into aritual perhaps older than Christianity, Judaism, and
Hinduism.

If the Story Chair were in Europe, or Israel or India, this
symbol of peace and sustainable fisheries management
would appear in guidebooks and inspire highway signs
and postcards. Tourists would visit and have their pictures
taken. But here in Oregon, the Siletz Tribal Council didn’t
even want a roadside marker.

Why? In the brutal process we now call ethriic cleans-
ing, sacred sites are typically hit the hardest, and Ti’lomikh
was no exception. Only by a miracle did the Story Chair
survive, and the Siletz Tribal Council still fear their fellow
Americans may destroy it. Grandma Aggie, however,
believed her photo on the Story Chair could help change all
that. Her ultimate vision is a Dragonfly Bridge just upstream

of the Story Chair to symbolize the return of Dahl-
Dahl. She sees it as a powerful symbol of peace not
just for Native Americans, but for all people.

How do you say no to that?

Aswe talked, I realized that I had two new friends
who would likely help. Oliver Fix is a whitewater
kayaker from Germany who won the 1996 Olympic
Gold Medal. His wife, Gilda, from Costa Rica, was
an Olympic kayaker as well as a professional raft
guide. I was on Team USA for rowing in 1980, and had
just received a notice from USA Olympians asking
athletes to raise public awareness on Olympic Day,
which coincided with the Salmon Ceremony. Part
of the modern Olympic mission is to support indig-
enous peoples, so it would be fitting to put together an
international Olympic Team to take Grandma down
Ti’lomikh Falls.

SoIsaid OK, I'd get on it. But as I walked out of
the rehab center I inhaled sharply. This adventure could
prove lethal. What took my breath away is that Grandma
knew it too. That was part of the ritual. To ensure that the
fish always return, someone has to dive into the falls to offer
his or her life to the salmon.

THE PEOPLE OF THE RIVER

Takelma means “people of the river,” which is not the same
as “people who happen to live along the river.” In Takelma
mythology, the Rogue is the main artery of aliving animal
with its head at Mount Mazama, its ribs along the Table
Rocks, and its tail through the Pacific sands of Gold Beach.
Our lives follow the river’s path, bursting forth from the
Boundary Spring below Mount Mazama, growing fast and
tumbling through the Upper Rogue gorges, then widening
and slowing—and finally flowing into the Pacific. It is the
salmon that bring life back.

To the Takelma, salmon equaled survival. The pound of
flesh they ate each day was their primary protein. Dried
salmon was also their currency, and their major source of
trade. The deep pool below Ti'lomikh Falls was where the fat
spring Chinook would gather and hold through the summer
before their final dash to the spawning beds upstream—
and so the pool swirling with fish became the navel of the
Takelma universe. It is said that when a man dipped his net

To ensure that the fish
always return, someone has
to dive into the falls to offer
his or her life to the salmon.
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from the Story Chair, it would take two men to lift it.

To get a sense of what happened at Ti’lomikh Falls, imag-
ine it is early spring. You are hungry, perhaps starving, and
you are among other hungry people from tribes that some-
times kill each other and have walked as far as one hundred
miles. As the rushing race of spring Chinook fills the f)ool,
the leader of the Takelma takes to the Story Chair. His job
is to judge the number of fish in the run and to decide how
many can be taken. Once that crucial decision is made, he
dips his net into the pool to take the first fish of the season.
Those first fish were ritually prepared as a sacrament and
shared among all the people. Finally, at the culmination of
the ceremony, the leader takes the bones and skin of the first
salmon and dives into the falls. Only then does the real fish-
ing and feasting begin.

Salmon ceremonies managed the Rogue fishery until
1851, when gold was discovered nearby. As it turned out, the
Story Chair is the midpoint between two
hills now called Gold Hill and Nugget
Butte, and Ti’lomikh became ground
zero for mining. The sloping bank on
one side of the Story Chair was blasted
into a sheer cliff by water cannon.

Another channel was likely blasted with
explosives to divert water out of the pool
to pick up the gold. Years later, more bed-
rock would be blasted to create canals for
a series of dams for hydropower. Before
all this could happen, however, the People
of the River had to be driven out.

PETERBRITT

Grandma Aggie's father, George Baker, on the Story Chair (left),

Miners banded into militias of “exterminators,” begin-
ning a time of terror that ended in 1856, when the outnum-
bered tribes were finally defeated by the United States Army.
All the Native Peoples of Southern Oregon were marched
two hundred miles north to reservations at Siletz and Grand
Ronde. In 1883, photographer Peter Britt published a photo-
graph of Lady Oscharwasha in a beaded buckskin dress that

" slfe had sewn for her own burial. The photo, printed nation-

wide, was titled “The Last of the Rogue Rivers.”

A CEREMONY REBORN
The story of Ti'lomikh, however, was not completely obliter-
ated. In 1933, Takelma elder Frances Johnson—who had
attended the Salmon Ceremony and fought in the Rogue
River Indian War—traveled from the Siletz Reservation

to Ti’'lomikh with John P. Harrington, a linguist from the
Smithsonian Institution. It was a time of low water, and
Harrington waded out to the Story Chair,
made some measurements, and drew a

rough map for the Smithsonian archives.
Harrington also took a photograph of
Johnson’s nephew, George Baker, seated on
the Story Chair.

Agnes Baker Pilgrim was just a girl then,
and didn’t make the trip to Ti’lomikh. She
grew up with her Great Aunt Frances’s
stories of the Salmon Ceremony and the
photograph of her father sitting on a rock,
but she didn’t know the two were connected.

In 1993, when Agnes Baker Pilgrim had a
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The bones and skin of the salmon are wrapped in cedar before the dive

into the pool. The young men dove into the slack-water channel as their

part of the ceremony instead of the pool below the falis.

spiritual awakening and resurrected the Salmon Ceremony,
she chose a place on the Applegate River because she didn’t
know the real location of the original ceremony.

In December 2006, Grandma Aggie came to my home
on the Rogue River with Thomas Doty, a storyteller and
historian who had copied Harrington’s field notes from the
Smithsonian. Doty knew the location of Ti’lomikh. He’d
known it for 20 years. But he had never been able to find the
Story Chair to prove it. Doty brought copies of Harrington’s
field notes and read aloud the description of the chair. What
Doty didn’t realize was that the George Baker in the field
notes was Grandma Aggie’s father. When Doty finished,
Grandma burst out laughing. It was then that she realized
that the rock in the old photograph was the Story Chair.

A few days later, I put the photograph in a plastic bag, put
on awetsuit and a life jacket, and found the Story Chair—
hidden in plain sight. It was, after all, the centerpiece of a
very public ceremony. Robert Kentta, the Cultural Officer
of the Siletz Reservation, then authenticated the chair,
but didn’t want any publicity. Too many sites had been
destroyed, he explained. Nevertheless, a few months later, a
couple of hundred Native Americans were camped in teepees
and tents on my land. Sweat lodges were fired up and long
prayers sung while Grandma Aggie and two of her daughters
cooked salmon on redwood planks around an alder fire.

I got to be one of the divers who returned the skin and
bones of the salmon to the river. We didn’t dive directly into

the falls, and we didn’t reach the bottom. What we did do
was scary enough—and wild and magical. Afterward, a pair
of bald eagles perched for several days in the cottonwood,
drawn by Grandma Aggie’s cooking fire. I'd never seen eagles
here before.

The next year the abandoned hydroelectric dam above
the falls was removed. In 2009, the United States officially
apologized to Native Americans. In 2010, the Gity of Gold
Hill successfully petitioned the United States Geological
Survey to officially restore the ancient name of Ti’lomikh.

HOMECOMING
Two weeks before the 2012 Salmon Ceremony, Oliver Fix
came for a test run down Ti’lomikh Falls. The Rogue was
running unseasonably high, and I had been calling Grandma
every couple of weeks to see if she had changed her mind.
She hadn’t. So Oliver and I first cleared a path to get her golf
cart to the edge of the river, and then we inflated my raft. We
put on life jackets and helmets, grabbed a couple of paddles,
and pushed off. We had never rafted together before, but I
knew the route and we had a perfect run down the series of
large drops into the pool below the falls. Suddenly the whole
adventure seemed easy, and I relaxed. What made me ner-
vous was that Gilda Fix, the professional raft guide, would
have no part of it.

Our next test run didn’t happen till Friday evening, the
day before the public Salmon Ceremony. Grandma wanted
Native Americans as well as Olympians in the boat, and we
ended up with eight paddlers.
Overloaded, we managed to —— ) -
clear the falls, but failed to _ r'
reach the Story Chair. We car- 3 ¥
ried the raft back upstream and .
tried again, and this time one
paddler was ejected into the
falls. No one was hurt, but we
had to face what Gilda knew all
along: Keeping Grandma inside
the raft would be a matter of
luck. Meanwhile, Aggie’s family
called her doctor to ask what
he thought. Apparently, the
doctor was perfectly willing to
say no to Grandma. He said it
was crazy.

By Saturday evening, after
the public salmon feast took
place, I felt obligated to finally

il
N

say no to Grandma, but I hesitated because I figured she
would come to that decision herself. Her family, her doctor,
and now everyone else were united against it, so she had to
change her mind. Exhausted, I fell asleep early that night to
the sound of drums from the Bear Dance, feeling sick and
discouraged.

When I awoke Sunday morning, however, I didn’t want
to quit. This was Olympic Day! My own Olympics was 1980,
the year we boycotted the Moscow games because Russia
invaded Afghanistan. I didn’t want to feel that way again.

I had three old USA Olympic T-shirts, and I put one on.

I grabbed the other two shirts, as well as an Olympic flag
that was signed at the 2010 Winter Games in Vancouver by
Dick Fosbury, alocal hero who won the Gold Medal for the
high jump in 1968, and by Norman Bellingham, a 1988 Gold
Medal kayaker. At the Opening Ceremony in Vancouver, all
six hundred indigenous tribes of Canada had come together
for the first time in history to welcome the world.

Then I found Oliver, who had spent the previous after-
noon scouting a different route to the Story Chair. If we
screwed up, it would be a disaster, but success wouldn’t be
amatter of luck. I gave him a USA T-shirt, and the German
Gold Medalist put it on. Then Gilda announced that she was
willing to do a test run, so I gave her the third T-shirt—we
had our Olympic Team. As we prepared to get in the raft, we
heard that someone awoke in the middle of the night and

We returned to camp to find

that someone had dug a hole for
burying compost in the middle

of the golf cart path to the river.
Volunteers were working to make
abridge, but the sand was too soft.
Grandma would have to walk.

reported to Grandma that the river was glowing. Grandma
took it as a sign and was getting dressed to go.

So we gathered a former Marine and another experienced
paddler from among the group and pushed off into the river
for the test run. With Gilda in command and following
Oliver’s new route, we landed easily on the upstream side of
the rock outcropping that holds the Story Chair. Then we
practiced for Grandma by carrying Gilda to the Story Chair.
It all seemed doable, so we left the two men on the rock to
catch the raft when we returned with Grandma.

Then disaster struck. We returned to camp to find that
someone had dug a hole for burying compost in the middle
of the golf cart path to the river. Volunteers were working
to make a bridge, but the sand was too soft. Grandma would
have to walk.

The next struggle was with Grandma herself. She showed
up in a new buckskin dress and a beaded cap and holding an

The salmon is cooked upright on planks so that the fatty oils marinate and baste the fish to keep it moist,
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BRIDGE OF DREAMS

Jim Waddell, an engineer and artist who works with commu-
nity groups to help turn visions into reality.

Grandma recounted her dream while Waddell drew. She
then signed the drawing, and it was given to artist Brian
Borello to expand the concept. Next the drawings were given
to Gary Rayor of OBEC Engineering for a reality check. Soon
after that, the Rogue River Greenway Foundation and the City
of Gold Hill endorsed the idea.

The next step is to raise at least $25,000 to fund a
national design competition. (See GoldHillWhitewater.org to
add your $5.) The engineers will use biomimicry to design
a spectacular Dragonfly Bridge downstream from Oregon's
premier tourist attraction, Crater Lake. The ultimate goal is
to create a symbol of peace and sustainability that reminds
us that we are all People of the River—and that, as Grandma
says, "Human beings are not intruders. We are participants!”

In May 2013, Grandma Agnes Baker Pilgrim woke up
remembering what seemed a very strange vision from
Il her dreams: a bridge in the shape of a giant dragonfly at
Ti'lomikh Falls. Over the course of the next year, however,
the dream began to make sense. Two bicycle trails—the
Rogue River Greenway and the Bear Creek Greenway—are
expanding toward each other to create a single, 50-mile
bike path connecting the Oregon cities of Grants Pass and
Ashland. The "Golden Spike" that will join the two trails is a
| bicycle bridge over the Rogue River, and one of the potential
crossing points is Ti'lomikh Falls. So, thought Grandma,
maybe Dahl-Dahl, the Great Dragonfly of the Takelma, is
coming back!
On February 24, 2014, Grandma Aggie had a vision of
exactly where the Dragonfly Bridge should cross the river, and
| on April 14, she returned to the spot to draw it. With her was

Artist Brian

j 0Py y .' of Dot Lo R Borello's inter-

. . s I T \ pretation of the

Dragonfly Bridge.

|
|

The first
Conceptual

I8 vt r i Sy . - Engineering of the
' . = =, Dragonfly Bridge
by Gary Rayor of

OBEC Engineering.

| Granma Aggie's vision of the
|

Dragonfly Bridge.

Engineer/artist Jim Waddell
capturing Grandma Aggie's
vision at the site where she

|
| { saw the Dragonfly Bridge
‘ crossing the Rogue River.

To watch an Oregon . |

|

eagle feather fan—looking eerily like Lady __;': Public Broadcasting We didn’t have years of practice together, but |.
Oscharwasha. This is what she planned to documentary on we did have years of practice, and practice |
wear through a Clags IV rapid! Grandma Aggie's does pay. Only seconds later we were pulling |
So Oliver and I took the noble path: Gilda journey, go to alongside the rock into the waiting hands of I

was our raft captain, so it was her job to get
Grandma into a life jacket, and helmet. Gilda
said no to Grandma, and Grandma backed
down, consenting not just to a life jacket, but also
to be rolled in plastic to keep her dress dry.

The journey from the beach to the falls takes only a
few minutes, but after we launched the raft, we pulled up
onto an island to allow Grandma’s family and the rest of
the group to get to observation places atop the cliff down-
stream. There Grandma began to tell stories about life with
her dad. Was she telling her life story just in case? Finally,
after about 20 minutes, Grandma finished her story and we
pushed off toward the first drop. For the next 45 seconds
we drifted downstream. I nervously wondered just how
far Gilda would let us drift, and at the same time I knew a
perfect run would seem effortless. We were almost over the
drop before our paddles got wet, and then we took only a
couple of strokes before Gilda called a pause. I glanced back
and Grandma was singing, in Takelma, I think. Up ahead I
could hear the roar of the falls and the pounding of a drum.
A few seconds later, I heard more Native singing. Somehow
it all seemed too real to be real.

We only had a couple of moves to make in the rapids, and-

Gilda called them almost before there was time to think.

- GoldHillWhitewater.org

' the Plank. His articles have appeared in The New Yorker, Sports

the two men we had dropped off. |
The five of us clustered around Grandma |
like the soldiers raising the flag on Iwo Jima. '
We were so proud to be there and so afraid she
might fall. She actually walked most of the 10 yards ]
over the giant rock to what was now inarguably her chair.
Then Gilda unwrapped Grandma’s plastic and took off her
helmet and life jacket. As Grandma sat down, Gilda gave her
back her beaded cap and her eagle feather fan. Grandma ‘
raised the eagle feathers, smiling at first, and then tears |
streamed down her face. It had been almost 80 years since [
her father was photographed here and 160 years since the i
last Takelma elder had managed the fishery. She had grown ]
up on the reservation at a time when it was illegal to speak
her own language, she had returned to her homeland,
she had restored her ceremony, she had seen four dams
removed, and she had finally taken her place on the Story
Chair, singing for the people and the salmon of the river.
Singing I believe for us all.

Stephen Kiesling is editor in chief of Spirituality & Health and
president of the not-for-profit Gold Hill Whitewater Center at
Ti'lomikh Falls. He is the author of The Shell Game and Walking

llustrated, and Outside.
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