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CHAPTER XII
THE SMASHING OF RELIGIOUS GROUPS

You must know that until recent times the complete subject of
mental derangement, whether so light as simple worry or so heavy as
insanity, was the sphere of activity of the church and only the church.

Traditionally in civilized nations and barbaric ones the priesthood
alone had in complete charge the mental condition of the citizen. As a
matter of great concern to the psychopolitician this tendency stiil
exists in every public in the Western World and scientific inroads into
this sphere have occurred only in official and never in public quarters.

The magnificent tool welded for us by Wundt would be as nothing if
it were not for official insistence in civilized countries that ‘‘scientific
practices’’ be applied to the problem of the mind. Without this official
insistence or even if it relapsed for a moment, the masses would grasp
stupidity for the priest, the minister, the clergy when mental condition
came in question. Today in Europe and America *‘scientific practices’’
in the field of the mind would not last moments if not enforced entirely
by officialdom.

It must be carefully hidden that the incidence of insanity has
increased only since these ‘‘scientific practices’’ were applied. Great
remarks must be made of ‘‘the pace of modern living’’ and other
myths as the cause of the increased neurosis in the world.” It is
nothing to us what causes it if anything does. It is everything to us that
no evidence of any kind shall be tolerated afoot to permit the public
tendency toward the church its way. If given their heads, if left to
themselves to decide, independent of officialdom, where they would
place their deranged loved ones the public would choose religious
sanitariums and would avoid as if plagued places where ‘'scientific
practices’’ prevail.

Given any slightest encouragement, public support would swing on
an instant all mental healing into the hands of the churches. And there
are Churches waiting to receive it, clever churches. That terrible
monster the Roman Catholic Church still dominates mental healing
heavily throughout the Christian world and their well schooled priests
are always at work to turn the public their way. Among
Fundamentalist and Pentecostal groups healing campaigns are
conducted, which, because of their results, win many to the cult of

*Note: [Many articles on mental health indicate that insanity is caused
by social stresses.]
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