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April 16, 2015

The Honorable Floyd Prozanski, Chair Senate Judiciary Committee
Salem, Oregon

Penny Okamoto
Executive Director
Ceasefire Oregon
Portland, Oregon

Re: Ceasefire Oregon supports SB 945
Dear Chair Prozanski and Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee,

On February 29, 2000, six-year-old Kayla Rolland was shot to death by her first-grade
classmate in their Flint, Michigan school. The boy who shot her to death found his uncle’s
unsecured gun at the home shared by the boy’s family and uncle. At the time of her death,
Kayla Rolland was the youngest victim of a school shooting in the United States.

Kayla’s death is particularly significant to me because it was the shooting that made me begin
to look at gun violence in the United States.

I'am here today in honor of Kayla Rolland and the thousands of others who have suffered
needlessly from the gun violence that is plaguing our country.

While most gun owners are responsible with their firearms, some gun owners fail to follow
basic safety rules. For example, if your firearm is not on your person it should be unloaded
and stored in a gun safe. If yoyr firearm is on your person, it should be kept under your
control at all times. Children should not be allowed to use guns unsupervised.

These common sense, basic safety rules can and do help to reduce firearm deaths. But some
gun owners make faulty assumptions. For example, some gun owners assume that their young
children will never be able to find the guns hidden in their home. Or they assume that
teenagers know how to handle firearms and would never handle a gun in an irresponsible way.
Some parents wrongly assume that their teenaged children could never be suicidal.

These tragic assumptions lead to injuries and deaths that are completely avoidable.



Some people will question whether a grieving parent should be prosecuted when a child
injures or kills himself with a parent’s gun. Perhaps those people believe the injury or death of
a child is enough punishment. But what about the families and children who were not related
to the gun owner? What about the families of those terrorized in the Reynold’s High School
shooting? Or the Thurston High School shooting? Or the thousands of other children who
were visiting the homes of gun owners when they were unintentionally shot by their friends or
playmates? What do you say to the parents whose children went to a playdate and never came
home again?

Fifteen years ago, if the gun used to kill Kayla Rolland been secured, she would not have been
shot on that horrible day. In the years since her death, many other states have enacted Child
Access Prevention laws in order to educate their citizens about safe storage of firearms. It’s
time for Oregon to do the same. Let’s educate our citizens about gun violence prevention and
the safe storage of weapons. And let’s hold reckless gun owners accountable when they allow
children to access guns unsupervised and without permission.

Ceasefire Oregon strongly urges you to support SB 945.
Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
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Penny Okamoto

Executive Director

Ceasefire Oregon
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SB 945 Child Access Prevention

The proposed Oregon Child Access Prevention bill would make it a crime to endanger a
child by allowing access to an unlocked or unsecured firearm without consent of the child's
parent or guardian.
In addition, the bill would require gun dealers to post notice concerning obligation to prevent
minors from accessing firearm without consent of firearm owner or minor’s parent or
guardian.
Families who enroll their children in gun safety classes or take their children hunting or
target shooting will still be able to do so.
Twenty-eight states and the District of Columbia have already enacted Child Access
Prevention laws.' i
An estimated 26,000 Oregon children under 18 live in a home with an unlocked
firearm.? Many more children visit and play in homes with unsecured firearms.
These children are at a greater risk of unintentional gun violence. U.S. children aged 5 to
14 are eleven times more likely to be killed unintentionally with a gun than similarly aged
children in other developed countries.?
Guns poorly stored increase the risk of unintentional gun deaths.*
o Case studies of unintentional shootings document a high rate of accessible and loaded
firearms in homes where the shootings occurred.’
o In nearly half of cases, the shootings occurred in the home of the victim.’
o More than 90% of the time there was no adult present.”’
Guns properly stored reduce unintentional deaths. Recent studies find that keeping
firearms locked and unloaded, and keeping ammunition stored in a locked location separate
from firearms, reduced unintentional injury in homes with children and teens.®
CAP laws have been associated with lower rates of unintentional gun deaths among
children.’
o Studies have found these laws to be effective in reducing accidental shootings of
children by as much as 23 percent.'’
© Among states w1th the highest levels of child gun deaths, 7 of 10 do not have CAP
laws. Among states with low levels of child gun deaths, 7 of 10 do have CAP laws."'
o Alaska and Louisiana--states ranked highest in the level of gun violence, with weak
gun laws and no CAP laws--had the highest number of children killed by guns from
2001 through 2010: 4 to 5 deaths for every 100,000 children.
o By contrast, 26 states with CAP laws had rates of less than 2 child firearm deaths for
every 100,000 children over this same period."
In 12 states where child access prevention laws had been in effect for at least one year,
unintentional deaths fell by 23% from 1990-94 among children under 15 years of age."
Keeping firearms locked and unloaded and storing ammunition in a locked location separate
from firearms serve as protective measures that reduce youth suicide and unintentional injury
in homes with children and teenagers where guns are stored."
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Thanks to New Yorkers Against Gun Violence for help in compiling this data.



