
IamwritinginoppositiontoHB3475,the"NationalPopularVote"bill.WhileitspecificallyaddressestheelectionofthePresident(andisprobablymotivatedprimarilybyofthefrustratedfuryoftheLeftattheresultsoftheelectionof2000inwhichtheyareconvincedtheywere"robbed"ofthePresidency)thisbillrepresentsatrendinoursocietytowardmobrule,or"Democracy"asitiseuphemisticallycalled.Assuch,measuressuchasthis,whilemisleadinglybeingpromotedbytheirproponentsassomehowbetteringthelotofthecommonman,willdonothingofthesort.OurnationwasfoundedupontheconceptofrepresentativeGovernment,andnearlyeverythingthathasbeendonesubsequently-includingtheinstitutionofpopularreferendumshereinOregon-toshifttheresponsibilityforlawmakingfromelectedrepresentativesto"popular"controlhasbeenatbestofdubiousbenefit.Theproponentsofthesemeasuresprattleonabout"empowerment"or,evenmorevapidly,oftheneedtotrustsomepurported"wisdomofcrowds",etc.etc.,meanwhileaccusingtheiropponentsofdeprecatingtheintelligenceoftheaverageperson.Theissueisnotatalloneofintelligencebutratheroftwootherfactors:first,theamountoftimethatcitizens(oratleastthatportionofuswhoareoccupiedwithworkandfamily)haveavailabletoinvolveourselveswithproposedlegislation,andsecond,theconstantdistortionsandlieswhichthecitizenryatlargeisfedbyabiased,irresponsiblemedianolongercomprisedofjournalistsbutinsteadofmerestenographers,advocatesforonecauseoranother.Atleastintheory,arepresentativeformofGovernmentprovideselectedofficialswhoareabletofocusalltheirtimeandattentionongovernanceandonobtaininginformationaccurateenoughtoenablethemtosortoutfactfrompropaganda,andthereforeare-again,atleastintheory-morelikelytomakedecisionsbeneficialtothosetheyrepresent.Additionally,withtheincreasingurbanizationofoursocietythereisanagendaunderlyingthistypeofeffortto"Democratize"elections,whichistosubjugatetheruralportionsofAmericatothewillofthoselivingintheurbanenclaves.Oregoninfactisoneoftheworstexamplesofthisnationwide,withitspopulationlargelyconcentratedintheurbanareasandoftencomprisedofpeopleignorantifnotoutrightcontemptuousoftheneedsofthoselivingoutsidethecities.Weseemoreandmorelegislationdirectedatimposingthewillofaninsular,misguidedmajority,uponotherswhoaretherebyeffectivelydeprivedofrepresentation.IftheobjectiveofthisBilliseventuallyrealized,itwilllikelyresultinthepermanentruleofPresidentsrepresentativeonlyofcitydwellers.Iaskthatyourejectnotonlythisbill,butalleffortstounderminerepresentativeGovernment.Thisso-called"progressive"agendawillnotonlynotmakeoursocietymore"democratic",butwillinfactresultinatyrannyofamajority-andonewhichisincreasinglymisled,inthisdayandage.DaveSimmonsDallas,OR503.243.1399


