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States across the country are considering l
opioids. And, for good reason.

Opioid abuse has, arguably, become the lar
abuse of pain medications results from fam
legally prescribed to another family memb
costs, economic costs, and criminal justice
human costs are even greater.

Across the country, more than 16 thousand
involving pain medications, and 1 in 20 pe
using prescription pain medicines for nonm

Although opioid abuse is a major problem,
millions of Americans every year. Many pe
time, while others who suffer from chronic
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Chronic pain is a debilitating and costly aff
year. It is, therefore, imperative that opioid
it.

A new technology, referred to as abuse-det
designed to reduce the abuse of opioids wh
therapy have access to the medicines they 
have been approved in the last year.

The initial results from this new technolog

Being an innovative medicine, abuse-deter
patented drugs currently, although it is no
branded and generic) are currently under d
deterrent formulations have been available
and generic versions.

Prescribing abuse-deterrent opioids implie
lower-priced generic drugs to higher-price
versions of abuse-deterrent formulations b
arises: are the current higher prices for abu

Based on a new study I authored for Econo
examines whether abuse-deterrent opioids
enough to justify the current higher expen

The benefit abuse-deterrent opioids provid
human, health, and economic costs associa
these costs, abuse-deterrent medicines em
typical methods opioid abusers will use. Fo
formulations that maintain their extended
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Other formulations will release an agent th
release an agent that creates un-pleasant s
opioid is used.

A study that examined the impact from an
reduced abuse of opioids by 18 percent am
commercially insured patients. In total, su
billion in benefits – the benefits being a re
workplace productivity, and higher crimin
abuse.

The EconoSTATS study then compared the
abuse-deterrent opioids. The study compa
basis. On a per patient basis, and adjusting
drug, the total annual benefits created by a
Patented opioids only cost between $600 a
annually, depending upon the assumption

Therefore, the use of abuse-deterrent opio
minus the additional costs) of between $1,

Further research is still necessary due to th
positive net benefit found by the EconoSTA
deterrent opioids are an important advanc
abuse of opioid pain medications.

Such advancements are crucial not only be
These advancements also ensure that the p
have access to the medicines they need.
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This article is available online at: http://onforb.es/1x2tSQf
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