78th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY — 2015 Regular Sesion MEASURE: SB 849
Preliminary STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER:
Senate Committee on Judiciary

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL: May have fiscal impact, statement not yetssued

Action:

Vote:
Yeas:
Nays:
Exc.:

Prepared By: Laura Handzel, Administrator
Meeting Dates: 3/30

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Revises Oregon ski statutes to allow ski area emeréo limit liability except in
cases of intentional acts or gross negligencenbsfierms. Clarifies skier responsibilities. Applie activities
occurring on or after the effective date. Decla@@rgency, takes effect on passage.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: No amendment.

BACKGROUND: The State of Oregon includes thirteen ski araa$Gregon’s ski statutes date back to 1979.
Recently there have been revived discussions reggifte liability of ski areas and to what degrtemay be limited.
This occurred, for instance, in the cas®adley v. Mt. Bachelor, Inc., decided by the Oregon Supreme Court in
December of 2014. The questiorBagley was whether an anticipatory release of a ski opesdiability for its own
negligence was enforceable where plaintiff assevislation of public policy rendering it unconscable. The
Bagley Court found in favor of the plaintiff on shjjuestion and remanded the case back to thedrial, where the
case currently remains.

Senate Bill 849 revises Oregon ski statutes tavedki area operators to limit liability except iases of intentional acts
or gross negligence. The bill defines terms rel&deskiing. Senate Bill 849 also clarifies skiespensibilities. The bill
applies to activities occurring on or after thesefive date. It declares an emergency and takest&ffi passage.
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