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78th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY – 2015 Regular Session MEASURE:  SJM 10   

PRELIMINARY STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY  CARRIER:  

Senate Committee on Environment and Natural Resources  

 

REVENUE: No revenue impact 

FISCAL:  May have fiscal impact, statement not yet issued 

SUBSEQUENT REFERRAL: None 

Action:   

Vote:   

 Yeas:  

 Nays:  

 Exc.:  
Prepared By: Dan Roper, Committee Services Intern 

Meeting Dates: 3/30 

 

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:   Urges Congress to pass legislation to create Willamette Falls National Heritage 

Area, appropriate funds to restore and open Willamette Falls Locks, and facilitate revitalization of the proposed area. 

 

 

ISSUES DISCUSSED:  
 

 

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT:    
 

 

BACKGROUND:  The proposed Willamette Falls National Heritage Area includes Willamette Falls, historic 

areas of Lake Oswego, West Linn and Oregon City and the Willamette River communities extending upstream to 

Willamette Mission State Park.  Willamette Falls and Willamette River have been and continue to be important hubs for 

trade, transportation, commerce and recreation.  The proposed area is an important nexus of geologic phenomena 

resulting from the Missoula Floods and was a significant gathering place for fishing and trade among numerous peoples 

for centuries prior to white settlement.  The power of the Willamette Falls served as a catalyst for industry in the 

American West, powering early sawmills and eventually generating hydropower for the world-famous Oregon City 

Woolen Mills, two paper mills and the oldest extant multi-lift bypass navigation locks for commercial traffic in the 

United States.  The 2,000-mile journey of the Oregon Trail ended at Oregon City, which was the first capital of the 

Oregon Territory and the first United States city west of the Rocky Mountains to be incorporated. 

 

National Heritage Areas (NHAs) are designated by Congress as places where natural, cultural, and historic resources 

combine to form a cohesive, nationally important landscape.  NHAs are a grassroots, community-driven approach to 

heritage conservation and economic development. Through public-private partnerships, NHA entities support historic 

preservation, natural resource conservation, recreation, heritage tourism, and educational projects.  Forty-nine NHAs 

have been designated by Congress since 1984. Each NHA is created through individual federal law.  

 


