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Testimony by Wilsonville Mayor Tim Knapp  
in Support of HB 2589: 

Powerful Class of Neonicotinoid Pesticides Shown to 
Harm Pollinators, Difficult for Professionals to Apply 

For Public Hearing Scheduled on March 26, 2015, Before the  
House Committee On Agriculture and Natural Resources    

To Chair Witt, Vice-Chairs Krieger and McLain, and Members of the Committee: 

The City of Wilsonville supports the concepts of HB 2589 to protect pollinators from 
harmful chemicals containing nitro-group neonicotinoids. 

The City of Wilsonville was the site in June 2013 of reportedly the largest pollinator 
bumble bee-kill in the history of the United States, a distinction that our community does 
not relish — all due to the application of neonicotinoid pesticides. This powerful class of 
pesticides has been shown conclusively to harm pollinators throughout the life-cycle of 
the product, with detrimental effects continuing long after initial treatment since plants 
take-up the pesticide into their tissues.  

The environmental impact of neonicotinoids has come under increasing scrutiny 
worldwide. In April 2014, the European Union banned the use of three types of 
neonicotinoid pesticides in crops that attract bees. 

Many local area farming and nursery businesses are dependent upon pollinator health for 
propagation of key nut, fruit and vegetable crops. Pacific Natural Foods, a major national 
organic food-processor with substantial employment and operations in Tualatin and 
Wilsonville, is dependent on healthy populations of pollinators for successfully farming 
over 1,000 acres in the Willamette Valley. 

The City supported the Oregon Department of Agriculture’s adoption in February 2015 of 
OAR 603-057-0388 that “Prohibits the application of four neonicotinoid insecticides, 
regardless of application method, on linden trees.” The Department found that four 
separate bumble bee-kill incidents related to applications of dinotefuran or imidacloprid in 
2013 and three separate bee-kill incidents in 2014.  

The City notes that each of these pollinator-killing incidents was brought about by the 
use of neonicotinoid insecticides by duly licensed pesticide applicators — technicians 
trained in correct pesticide application. One might observe that, “If the experts can’t get it 
right, what would make us think that homeowners and others can do a better job?” 
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The Department reports that pesticide applicators began using the insecticides 
thiamethoxam or clothianidin as replacements for dinotefuran or imidacloprid. The 
Department found that thiamethoxam and clothianidin are closely related to dinotefuron 
and imidacloprid (all are nitroguanidine neonicotinoid insecticides), and can be equally or 
possibly more hazardous to bumble bees. Thus, after evaluating the toxicity and half-lives 
of thiamethoxam and clothianidin and investigating potential alternatives; and discussing 
the findings with industry, the Department concluded that a change in the rule is 
appropriate to safeguard pollinator health, which is crucial for the success of Oregon’s 
long-term agricultural operations. 

The City agrees also with the recommendations of the “Report to the Oregon Legislative 
Assembly” by the Task Force on Pollinator Health released in November 2014: 

1. Oregon should develop a strong, effective outreach and education strategy on 
pollinator health, including best management practices. (HB 3362) 

2. Oregon should fully fund a state-of-the-art bee health diagnostic facility at Oregon 
State University. (HB 3360) 

3. An integrated pollinator health research plan should be developed and funded to 
improve understanding of the many issues affecting pollinator health. (HB 3361) 

4. A sustainable revenue stream to fund the proposed outreach, education and 
research programs is needed. 

Enactment of HB 2589 is compatible with the recommendations of the Task Force and 
provides the Department with flexibility to determine “exemptions” from the prohibition 
of neonicotinoids to accommodate unanticipated situations. 

The City of Wilsonville respectfully urges a “Do Pass” vote on HB 2589 by the House Com- 
mittee On Agriculture and Natural Resources. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely,  
 

 
Tim Knapp, Mayor 
City of Wilsonville 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  

 Los Angeles Times, Jun 21, 2013, “Pesticide blamed in death of 25,000 bumblebees 
in Oregon” 

 ABC News, Jun 22, 2013, “More Than 25,000 Bees Die in Oregon.” 

 Time magazine, August 19, 2013, “A World Without Bees: The Price We'll Pay If We 
Don't Figure Out What's Killing The Honeybee.” 



 

Pesticide blamed in death of 25,000 
bumblebees in Oregon 
June 21, 2013|By Devin Kelly | This post has been corrected. See the note below for details. 

A pesticide used to control aphids has been singled out as the cause in this week's deaths 
of tens of thousands of bumblebees in a retail parking lot in Oregon, state officials said 
Friday. 

At least 25,000 bees were found dead and more were dying in a Target parking lot in 
Wilsonville, about 18 miles southwest of Portland, in what experts have described as the 
largest known die-off of bees in the United States. 

Witnesses reported bees falling from trees and littering the ground. 

Crews worked Friday morning to wrap protective netting, purchased by the city, around 
the 55 European linden trees in the area. Workers stood on cherry-pickers to place the 
bee-proof shade material around the large trees, which are in full bloom.    

On Monday, concerned calls from shoppers prompted the Xerces Society for 
Invertebrate Conservation -- a Portland-area conservation group -- to sound an alarm. 
The Oregon State Department of Agriculture responded by sending staff to collect 
samples of insects and foliage from the linden trees. 

State officials were able to directly link the deaths to the pesticide Safari, which was 
sprayed on the trees Saturday to control aphids, the department said Friday in a 
statement. Officials have not yet identified the property management agency or the 
crews that applied the pesticide. 

“It was a mistake to put it on linden trees in bloom,” said Dan Hilburn, director of plant 
programs with the Oregon State Department of Agriculture. Linden flowers contain 
nectar highly attractive to bees.  

The pesticide, in a class called neonicotinoids, is lethal to bees and other pollinators. 
Honeybees, ladybird beetles (ladybugs) and syrphid flies were also found dead in the lot, 
said Scott Hoffman Black, executive director of the Xerces Society. 

In terms of assessing penalties, investigators are focusing on whether the pesticide was 
applied inconsistently with its labeling, and whether the activity was conducted in a 
faulty, careless or negligent manner, said Dale Mitchell, the pesticide compliance 
program manager with the Oregon Department of Agriculture.  

http://www.latimes.com/


Violations can carry fines ranging from $1,000 to $10,000, Mitchell said. 

In fact, the product label reads: 

“This product is highly toxic to bees exposed to direct treatment or residues on 
blooming crops or weeds. Do not apply this product or allow it to drift to blooming crops 
or weeds if bees are visiting the treatment area.” 

The environmental impact of neonicotinoids has come under increasing scrutiny 
worldwide. In April, the European Union banned the use of three types of neonicotinoid 
pesticides in crops that attract bees. 

In the United States, one group, the Center for Food Safety, has sued the Environmental 
Protection Agency, saying that neonicotinoids are not regulated properly. 

In a statement, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency said it was aware of the 
Wilsonville bee deaths. “The EPA is tracking the incident closely but at this time we 
cannot comment on ongoing investigations,” the agency said. 

The Wilsonville incident marked an ominous start to National Pollinator Week, an event 
designed to bring attention to the disappearance of bees. An estimated 10 million hives 
have been lost since colony collapse disorder first emerged in 2006. 

Bumblebee hives are much smaller than honeybee hives, and an estimated 150 colonies 
were destroyed in Wilsonville, Black said. 

[For the record, 5:22 p.m., June 25: An earlier version of this post said an 
estimated 10 billion hives been lost since colony collapse disorder first emerged in 2006. 
Only 10 million have been lost.]  

 



 

More Than 25,000 Bees Die in Oregon 
By Gillian Mohney 
@gillianmohney 
 
Jun 22, 2013 9:27pm 

 

More than 25,000 bees were found dead in Wilsonville, Ore. (The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservatio/AP Photo) 

 
The mystery of why thousands of bees fell from the sky has been solved, according to the 
Oregon Department of Agriculture. 

The department announced Friday that it has determined an insecticide caused the deaths this 
week of 25,000 bees in Wilsonville, Ore. 

The bees were found scattered across a parking lot earlier this week.  

Mace Vaughn and his partner Rich Hatfield of the non-profit environmental group the Xerces 
Society worked with the Oregon Department of Agriculture to discover the cause by 
painstakingly picking up specimens of dead bees. 

“We’ve lost a hundred, a hundred fifty colonies at least just from this area — just wiped them 
out,” Vaughn told ABCNews.com affiliate KATU-TV in Portland. 

On Friday, the Oregon Department of Agriculture determined the bees were killed by an 
insecticide called Safari used to kill aphids. The trees where the insecticide was used are being 
netted to protect any surviving bees that might wander into the area. 

The death of the bees in Oregon comes as colony collapse disorder threatens honey bee 
populations across the U.S.  

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, beekeepers have been reported losing between 
30 to 90 percent of their colonies since 2006. There is no known cause for the disorder, in which 
bees abruptly leave the hive. 

http://abcnews.go.com/author/gillian_mohney
http://twitter.com/gillianmohney
http://www.katu.com/news/local/Experts-determine-Wilsonville-bee-die-off-caused-by-insecticide-212267081.html?tab=video&c=y
http://www.oregon.gov/ODA/Pages/news/130621bees.aspx
http://abcnews.go.com/Technology/bee-sperm-bank-prevent-colony-collapse-disorder/story?id=19403788
http://a.abcnews.com/images/US/ap_dead_bees_oregon_jt_130622_wblog.jpg
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