WELLNESS & EDUCATION BOARD OF CENTRAL OREGON (WEBCO)

BOARD Kan Fahlgran Mike Ahern Tammy Baney John Rextord
Commissioner Commissioner Commissioner Superintendent
Craok County Jefferson County Daschutes County High Desert ESD

March 12, 2015

TO:  Senate Human Services and Early Childhood Committee
Chair Sara Gelser, Vice Chair Olsenand Members of the Committee

RE:  SB 213 - Early Learning Hubs

On behalf of the Wellness & Education Board of Central Oregon, we are submitting this letter of support
for SB 213 that will make Early Learning Hubs permanent. The passage of SB 213 will allow our local
communities to continue the work being undertaken to ensure all children in our region have the
opportunities and supports they need to enter school ready to succeed and with health and development
on track. The research is very clear, investing early makes a significant impact on later life, not just in
terms educational outcomes but in long term health outcomes as well.

Our region has 17,456 birth through six year olds and approximately 10,243 (59%) of those children meet
the statutory definition of “at risk” and are significantly less likely to receive the supports and
opportunities they need to be successful. It is our responsibility as a community to close the opportunity
gap and to ensure the experiences a child has during those early years creates a strong foundation for
future success. Through the region’s Hub, we are not only gaining a common understanding of the issues
and needs of our communities and children, but we are making progress and holding ourselves
accountable for working together to address the needs. A few examples of our progress include®

e Expansion of Relief Nursery services to Crook County — now available in all three counties

e Medical provider agreements to implement Reach Out and Read program in 8 regional sites

e Improved quality of child care from two sites qualifying as 3-Star or higher in 2014 to 24 in 2015

e Pre-K Teams working in five demonstration schools across the region and incorporating the
Growth Mindset approach

e 85 early childhood scholars are participating in professional development opportunities through
COCC Partners in Practice program to improve quality of child care in region’s underserved areas

e A unified and concerted effort to coordinate home visiting programs from prenatal to head start

Healthy children and families are the cornerstone of a healthy and prosperous society. Strengthening
early learning and our regional efforts through the Early Learning Hub is benefiting the families and young

childrép in our region — we urge you to support SB 213 so that we can continue this important work.

/] N
Ken Ehlgren v Je ag/tp AV I
WEBCO Chair, Crook County Conypilssioner () ecutive Director
John RexM Muriei‘&eﬁVergne-Brown’ O '
EL Leadership Council Chair and WEBCO Board Member EL Leadership Council Vice Chair
Superintendent, High Desert ESD Director, Crook County Health Department

+* See. ATTACHMENT’S 2659 SW Fourth Street  Suite 200 Redmond, Oregon 97756 (541) 923-9698
www.webcohub.org  info@webcohub.org
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