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THE UNIFORM INTERSTATE FAMILY SUPPORT ACT AMENDMENTS (2008)
- A Summary -

The Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) provides universal and uniform rules for
the enforcement of family support orders by: setting basic jurisdictional standards for state
courts; determining the basis for a state to exercise continuing exclusive jurisdiction over a child
support proceeding; establishing rules for determining which state issues the controlling order in
the event proceedings are initiated in multiple jurisdictions; and providing rules for modifying or
refusing to modify another state’s child support order.

In November 2007, the United States signed the Hague Convention on the International
Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of Family Maintenance (“the Convention™). This
Convention contains numerous provisions that establish uniform procedures for the processing of
international child support cases. In July 2008, the Uniform Law Commission amended UIFSA
to incorporate changes required by the Convention. In order for the United States to fully accede
to the Convention it was necessary to modify UIFSA by incorporating provisions of the
Convention that impact existing state law. The 2008 UIFSA amendments serve as the
implementing language for the Convention throughout the states. Importantly, enacting the
UIFSA amendments will improve the enforcement of American child support orders abroad and
will ensure that children residing in the United States will receive the financial support due from
parents, wherever the parents reside.

The bulk of the 2008 amendments are housed in a new section of UIFSA: Section 7. The new
section provides guidelines and procedures for the registration, recognition, enforcement and
modification of foreign support orders from countries that are parties to the Convention.
Specifically, Section 7 provides that a support order from a country that has acceded to the
Convention must be registered immediately unless a tribunal in the state where the registration is
sought determines that the language of the order goes against the policy of the state. Once
registered, the non-registering party receives notice and is allowed the opportunity to challenge
the order on certain grounds. Unless one of the grounds for denying recognition is established,
the order is to be enforced. Additionally, Section 7 requires documents submitted under the
Convention be in the original language and a translated version submitted if the original
language is not English.

In September 2014, Congress passed federal implementing legislation for the Convention.
Importantly, the new law (the Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act)
requires that the 2008 UIFSA amendments be enacted in every jurisdiction as a condition for
continued receipt of federal funds supporting state child support programs. Failure to enact these
amendments during the 2015 legislative session may result in a state’s loss of this important
federal funding.
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