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Deaf employment in the U.S.

Deaf employment in the United States

For the first time, there are some statistics investigating the employment rate of working-age individuals with hearing
loss in the United States. The following table is taken directly from Table 2.3, found in the Disability Statistics
Compendium for 2013, and is based on data from the 2012 American Community Survey from the Census

Bureau. All caveats, which can be found at the bottom of Table 2.3, linked above, should be kept in mind when
reviewing the following. This includes other warnings from elsewhere within this guide, in regard to the difficulties of
defining the term "hearing disability."

Three notes to consider when comparing the following table to broader employment statistics for the general
population:

This data comes from the 2012 American Community Survey; as such, general employment data to be compared to
this table should originate from approximately the same time period.

Neither the Compendium nor the Census Bureau clarify very much about what percentage of the population with
hearing loss includes individuals with additional disabilities; these numbers likely include individuals with visual,
mobility, intellectual, or other disabilities in addition to deafness.

There is still little differentiation between types and severity levels of hearing loss; thus, this information should be
considered as holding a great deal of huance.

State Population ages Employed (#) Employed (%)
18-64 with hearing
disability (est)
Alabama 83,376 36,550 43.8
Alaska 16,552 8,888 53.7
Arizona 82,244 41,662 50.7
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South Dakota 14,074 9,964 70.8

Tennessee 103,809 45,582 43.9
Texas 357,574 182,971 51.2
Utah 30,716 17,102 55.7
Vermont 10,868 5,449 50.1
Virginia 79,940 41,548 52.0
Washington 105,878 55,901 52.8
West Virginia 47,463 15,519 32.7
Wisconsin 70,800 39,804 56.2
Wyoming 10,256 7,043 68.7
Total 4,022,334 1,975,853 49.1
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