
Good morning, 

 

Please support HB 2655. However parents should not have to discuss the merits of statewide 

summative assessments in order to opt their student out of a state test. Taking a summative 

assessment annually was never on the ballot, neither were Common Core nor SBAC. So why ask 

them to weigh in on a top-down decision imposed by government bodies?  

 

Lastly were you aware that ALL 3-5 graders have to read the same ELA task on the SBAC? 

Below you will please find a grade 3 ELA task from the SBAC Practice test available for public 

use. All students, including students learning a second language and students with 

disabilities.  PAT President Gwen Sullivan has stated that  teachers viewed administering the 

SBAC as abuse. Asking a student working hard to learn a second language to read this is 

abusive... thanks for your consideration and thanks for all the hard work you do!  

 

Siobhan Burke 

Portland, OR   

 

A Family of Artists 

 

"I think we should paint a mural," suggested Beth. 

 

"What's a mural?" Sam asked. 

 

"A mural is a huge picture that is painted on a wall," Grandma said. "It's 

something that is sure to attract more customers to our store." 

 

For the last two weeks Beth, Sam, and Tim had been busy redecorating the 

shoe store their grandparents owned on Main Street. They had finished 

painting the inside of the store and were pleased with how it looked all fresh 

and clean. Now, they needed to focus on the outside of the building. 

 

At first their grandparents were not sure how to improve the outside; there 

was just a large, plain wall that faced the street. They asked their 

grandchildren if they had any ideas how to grab the attention of people who 

passed the store. Beth suggested a mural. 

 

Grandpa had been a little wary of painting on the wall, but everyone else in 

the family agreed that a mural was a great idea, even Sam. He was not as 

enthusiastic as his brother and sister, but he had helped paint the walls inside 



and had found it to be fun. The outside of the building was different though; 

it required creativity, and he was not sure he would be a great help. 

 

It wasn't that Sam didn't like painting. It was just that when he attempted to 

transfer the images from his mind onto a piece of paper, things never looked 

quite like he wanted them to. 

 

On the other hand, Tim, Sam's older brother, made painting seem easy. Many 

of Tim's paintings could be found throughout their grandparents' apartment 

on the second floor of the shoe store. Tim could study an object and his 

painting would look exactly like the real thing. Beth, their sister, did not like 

to use color, but she was a terrific sketch artist. She liked drawing people and 

buildings. 

 

Grandpa called down the hall, "Sam, come on. We need to go help the others 

soon." 

 

"Okay, Grandpa," replied Sam. "I'll meet you downstairs in a minute." 

 

Beth, Tim, and Grandpa had gone outside to the store earlier in the morning 

to complete some tasks before beginning to paint. Beth began to sketch the 

design on the wall while Tim walked to the hardware store across the street to 

buy different colors of paint. Beth sketched people trying on shoes. She 

created rows of shoes just like the ones inside the store. Across the top of the 

wall Grandma wrote, "Simmons Shoe Sales" in large letters. Tim returned 

with the paint, ready to begin painting. 

 

Sam was not sure what his role would be. He wanted to help but did not think 

there would be anything for him to do. By the time Sam and Grandpa came 

outside, Tim was opening the cans of paint. 

 

Grandpa and Grandma went inside the store to finish some paperwork, and 

Tim started painting. Sam sat on the ground and watched him. 

 

"Sam, you can't just sit there. We need your help to complete this project," 

Tim Said. "You work on painting the bottom sections of the picture while I 

work on the top." 



 

"I'm not sure," Sam said. "I don't want to ruin any of your ideas." 

 

Tim reached down and handed Sam a paintbrush and said, "Be creative with 

the colors, and just paint the objects Beth drew." 

Sam grabbed the paintbrush and began to paint. Sam was having so much fun 

that he was surprised to see that he had finished the bottom of the wall. 

 

"Great job, Sam," Grandpa said as he came out to check on their progress. 

 

"Maybe, just maybe, I am an artist after all," thought Sam. 

 

 

1. What inference can be made about Tim’s relationship with Sam? Support 

your answer with details from the passage. 
 


