78th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY — 2015 Regular Sesion MEASURE: SB 381

PRELIMINARY sSTAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER:
Senate Committee on Judiciary

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL: May have fiscal impact, statement not yetssued

SUBSEQUENT REFERRAL TO:
Action:
Vote:
Yeas:
Nays:
Exc.:
Prepared By: Channa Newell, Counsel
Meeting Dates: 2/17, 319

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Requires Oregon State Bar Board of Governors ladecmember from region
outside state of Oregon who maintains office oeteidOregon but is active member of Bar. Provi8eard authority
to establish dates by which payment to professidadaility insurance must be made, requires writtetice of
delinquency of payment, and allows reasonable tinzeire default. Modifies structure of board of bsaminers.
Declares emergency; effective on passage.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: Proposed (-2) amendments modify function of BadrBar
Examiners (BBX). Requires Supreme Court to ap@BX members in accordance with rules of SupremearCo
Requires at least two public members. SpecifieX BBo carry out admission examination of bar aapits in
accordance with bar bylaws and Supreme Court rutegudes investigation of applicants’ characted éitness within
BBX charge. Specifies admission documents aredemtial and that admission process is judiciatpealing for
public records disclosure purposes.

BACKGROUND: The Oregon State Bar (Bar) was established in 1®BBovide oversight of the practice of law in
Oregon. It does this through licensing and digaipl lawyers, regulating the practice of law, g@ndviding

information and assistance to lawyers and the pufilhe Bar oversees over 14,000 active lawyetsre@tly, the
Board of Governors has 18 members who overseectiviias of the Bar. Fourteen of the Board merslae active
attorneys in the state who represent different iggavgcal areas. Four members are members of thiEpin 1977, the
Board created the Professional Liability Fund (PltRandatory primary malpractice coverage for afiraeys in private
practice in Oregon.

Senate Bill 381 increases the members of the BafgBbvernors to nineteen members. The new membst be an
Oregon licensed attorney who maintains a practitside of the state. The measure also gives thedBiear authority
to establish dates on which PLF contributions rbesinade and removes fixed timelines for correaticstelinquencies
of payment.
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