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9. Oregon College Savings Plan (OCSP) 
OCSP is a new partner for ASPIRE. During the 2012-13 academic year, Lori Ellis, ASPIRE and Outreach 
Administrator, and Michael Parker, Executive Director of OCSP, visited eight communities in Oregon 
and provided “How to Pay for College” seminars with plans to continue in the future. Ms. Ellis and 
Mr. Parker produced six webcasts on paying for college to be housed on their agency websites.   

10.  Oregon Community Foundation (OCF) 
ASPIRE was developed as a collaborative project between OCF and OSAC. OCF continues to support 
ASPIRE with annual grants that have funded an evaluation, a training and development specialist, 
and partnership grants for ASPIRE sites. 

11. Oregon GEAR UP 
ASPIRE is in the fifth year of a six-year grant with Oregon GEAR UP. This grant provided ASPIRE with 
funding to create and develop two pilot projects: eASPIRE and ASPIRE for middle schools. ASPIRE 
staff and GEAR UP staff work together to support middle schools and high schools that participate 
in both programs.  

12. Oregon Mentors 
The Juan Young Trust awarded Oregon Mentors a grant to develop trainings and resources for the 
ASPIRE program, which included Vodcasts and trainings on mentoring and grant writing for ASPIRE 
sites. Additionally, Lori Ellis currently serves on Oregon Mentor’s Provider Council.  

13.  The Ford Family Foundation (TFFF) 
TFFF has been a strong supporter of ASPIRE since its inception and has been instrumental in the 
growth of ASPIRE since 1998. Currently, ASPIRE has a three-year grant from TFFF to support ASPIRE 
sites and staff in Eastern Oregon.  

14.  US Bank 
For the 2012-13 academic year, US Bank provided two regional grants to help support ASPIRE sites. 
US Bank continues to be a partner and is currently strategizing with ASPIRE on the partnership for 
2013-14. 

15.  Western Oregon University (WOU) 
WOU provides up to two $500 scholarships per ASPIRE site to ASPIRE students. WOU has hosted the 
ASPIRE fall conference multiple times and continues to be a strong supporter of the ASPIRE 
program.   

16.  Youth Transition Program (YTP) 
YTP is a new partnership established by Keith Ozols, YTP Executive Director, and Lori Ellis, ASPIRE 
and Outreach Administrator, based on their previous partnership through Incight. ASPIRE staff will 
train YTP specialists on how to access education can training beyond high school.  


