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February	
  23,	
  2015	
  

Testimony	
  to	
  the	
  	
  

JOINT	
  COMMITTEE	
  ON	
  WAYS	
  AND	
  MEANS	
  SUBCOMMITTEE	
  	
  
ON	
  TRANSPORTATION	
  AND	
  ECONOMIC	
  DEVELOPMENT	
  	
  
	
  

RE:	
  	
  SB	
  5513	
  Housing	
  and	
  Community	
  Services	
  Department	
  Budget	
  

NeighborImpact,	
  the	
  community	
  action	
  agency	
  representing	
  Crook,	
  Deschutes	
  and	
  Jefferson	
  counties,	
  appreciates	
  
the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  comment	
  on	
  the	
  tremendous	
  benefits	
  received	
  by	
  Central	
  Oregon	
  residents	
  through	
  Oregon	
  
Housing	
  and	
  Community	
  Services.	
  	
  More	
  than	
  one	
  quarter	
  of	
  our	
  region’s	
  residents	
  are	
  served	
  annually	
  
through	
  one	
  or	
  more	
  services	
  administered	
  through	
  the	
  department,	
  mainly	
  through	
  services	
  related	
  to	
  housing,	
  
energy	
  assistance,	
  weatherization	
  and	
  food	
  banking.	
  

A	
  robust	
  Oregon	
  Housing	
  and	
  Community	
  Services	
  Department	
  is	
  essential	
  as	
  our	
  communities	
  continue	
  to	
  climb	
  
out	
  of	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  the	
  late	
  recession.	
  	
  Unemployment	
  in	
  Crook	
  County	
  remains	
  the	
  highest	
  in	
  Oregon.	
  	
  
Foreclosure	
  rates	
  in	
  Jefferson	
  County	
  remain	
  the	
  highest	
  in	
  the	
  state.	
  	
  Rental	
  prices	
  reached	
  record	
  levels	
  in	
  
Deschutes	
  County	
  this	
  year,	
  yet	
  the	
  allowable	
  increase	
  in	
  fair	
  market	
  rent	
  grew	
  by	
  one	
  dollar.	
  	
  	
  Had	
  the	
  
partnership	
  between	
  OHCS,	
  NeighborImpact	
  and	
  local	
  landlords	
  not	
  been	
  in	
  place,	
  hundreds	
  of	
  families	
  would	
  be	
  
on	
  the	
  street.	
  

We	
  have	
  appreciated	
  the	
  good	
  working	
  relationship	
  we	
  have	
  had	
  with	
  OHCS	
  regarding	
  food.	
  	
  We	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  a	
  
similar	
  positive	
  relationship	
  with	
  the	
  Dept.	
  of	
  Human	
  Services	
  as	
  the	
  food	
  program	
  is	
  transitioned.	
  

We	
  urge	
  the	
  department	
  to	
  continue	
  its	
  successful	
  efforts	
  to	
  stem	
  home	
  loss	
  due	
  to	
  foreclosure.	
  	
  Foreclosure	
  
mitigation	
  has	
  been	
  tremendously	
  successful	
  in	
  our	
  region.	
  	
  More	
  than	
  1000	
  families	
  are	
  still	
  in	
  their	
  homes	
  today,	
  
thanks	
  to	
  the	
  OHCS/NeighborImpact	
  partnership.	
  	
  Unfortunately,	
  the	
  foreclosure	
  crisis	
  has	
  not	
  quite	
  ended	
  for	
  us	
  
with	
  the	
  return	
  to	
  better	
  times.	
  	
  A	
  recent	
  OregonLive	
  report	
  indicated	
  that	
  1	
  in	
  87	
  homes	
  in	
  Jefferson	
  County	
  are	
  in	
  
some	
  stage	
  of	
  foreclosure.	
  	
  Now	
  is	
  not	
  the	
  time	
  to	
  retreat	
  from	
  a	
  successful	
  program.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  far	
  easier	
  and	
  more	
  cost	
  
effective	
  to	
  keep	
  families	
  in	
  an	
  existing	
  home	
  through	
  negotiation	
  with	
  lenders	
  than	
  it	
  is	
  to	
  build	
  new	
  housing	
  to	
  
support	
  families	
  which	
  have	
  lost	
  everything.	
  

We	
  encourage	
  the	
  Department	
  and	
  the	
  legislature	
  to	
  continue	
  to	
  think	
  about	
  regional	
  equity	
  in	
  the	
  distribution	
  of	
  
housing	
  resources.	
  	
  The	
  demand	
  for	
  dollars	
  to	
  support	
  affordable	
  housing	
  is	
  so	
  great	
  throughout	
  our	
  state	
  that	
  any	
  



one	
  region	
  could	
  probably	
  consume	
  all	
  the	
  available	
  resources.	
  	
  Unfortunately,	
  the	
  need	
  is	
  statewide	
  and	
  is	
  
growing	
  in	
  all	
  parts	
  of	
  Oregon.	
  	
  Now	
  more	
  than	
  ever,	
  distribution	
  of	
  resources	
  must	
  be	
  considered	
  through	
  the	
  lens	
  
of	
  a	
  distribution	
  mechanism	
  which	
  provides	
  something	
  to	
  every	
  corner	
  of	
  our	
  large	
  and	
  diverse	
  state.	
  

We	
  ask	
  legislators	
  to	
  bear	
  in	
  mind	
  in	
  approving	
  the	
  OHCS	
  budget	
  that	
  housing	
  is	
  a	
  two-­‐part	
  endeavor.	
  	
  Dollars	
  are	
  
needs	
  to	
  shelter	
  people,	
  but	
  shelter	
  alone	
  is	
  not	
  enough.	
  	
  Dollars	
  are	
  also	
  needed	
  for	
  services	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  those	
  
who	
  are	
  sheltered	
  are	
  successful	
  in	
  creating	
  stable	
  families	
  and	
  stable	
  environments.	
  	
  Services	
  for	
  quality	
  
casework,	
  utility	
  assistance,	
  transit	
  and	
  other	
  essential	
  needs	
  are	
  critical	
  along	
  with	
  construction	
  and	
  rental	
  
assistance	
  dollars	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  make	
  sure	
  every	
  Oregonian	
  succeeds.	
  

In	
  conclusion,	
  we	
  thank	
  legislators	
  and	
  OHCS	
  for	
  their	
  continuing	
  attention	
  to	
  housing	
  as	
  a	
  foundational	
  asset	
  for	
  a	
  
successful	
  community.	
  	
  Director	
  Van	
  Vliet	
  has	
  done	
  an	
  excellent	
  job	
  of	
  remaking	
  the	
  Department	
  in	
  an	
  attempt	
  to	
  
try	
  to	
  streamline	
  its	
  performance	
  and	
  delivery	
  and	
  continues	
  to	
  work	
  to	
  align	
  state	
  efforts	
  with	
  local	
  capacity.	
  	
  The	
  
addition	
  of	
  a	
  housing	
  function	
  to	
  the	
  legislative	
  committee	
  structure	
  has	
  been	
  useful	
  for	
  engaging	
  state	
  policy	
  
makers	
  in	
  the	
  larger	
  discussion	
  about	
  how	
  to	
  successfully	
  grow	
  and	
  build	
  successful	
  communities.	
  

We	
  urge	
  your	
  continued	
  support	
  of	
  the	
  director	
  and	
  the	
  departments,	
  and	
  we	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  continued	
  successful	
  
partnership.	
  

	
  

Sincerely,	
  

	
  

Scott	
  Cooper	
  

Executive	
  Director	
  








