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February 25, 2015
To Members of the Ways and Means Committee on Public Safety:

As AFSCME officers fepresenting Oregon Youth Althorily’s:Juveni)e Parale and Probatlon Officers and
Juvenlle Parole and Probation Asslstants {(AFSCME Local 191);'we are wrlting to reglster our support for
the fuiding levels propased Inthe Governor's 2015-17 Recommended Budget for the Oregon Youth
Authorlly. We also urge the Leglsfature to fully fund the QYA 10«year Strateglc Plan for Facllitles.
The full Implementation of the gency’s Youth Reformiation Systen Is critical to énsure the right youth
recelve the rlght services for rlght length of time, AFSCME supports this Inlttative as It both maximlzes
- public resovirces, safeguards public safely, and ensires opportunities for youth reformation, AFSGME
also strongly supports QYA's cultural nitiative knawn as Posltive Human Development. Many of our
members assisted fn the development of this culture change inltlative and wa are proud of thelr work.
As parole and probation officers, wa support focusing on youth as resources rather than victims or

viliains,

AFSMCE alsa fully supports the OYA 10:year Strateglc Plan for Facilitlas. Youth reformatlon requires
sound factlltles and: programmlng space that supporks the deve]opmental needs of adolescents dnd .
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10- year Slrateglc Plan accOmpllshes that,

Thank you for the opportunity to-provide this letter of support for the OYA's 2015-2017 Budget We
yrge you Lo do évarythilg In your power to ehable the Qregon Youtli Althority to continué Its
iomentum tomplement.data-driven and resgarch informed practices that heneflt Oregon's most at
sk youth and our communlties.

Very truly yours;
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