Raszka Shelley

From: Susan Heublein <sueheublein@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2015 5:48 AM

To: Rep Witt; Rep Krieger; Rep Mclain; Rep Barreto; Rep Esquivel; Rep Frederick; Rep
Gorsek; Rep Whitsett; Rep McKeown

Cc: Gallagher Chuck; Raszka Shelley

Subject: My opposition to House Bills 2050 and 2181

Chair Witt and members of the committee:

House Bills 2050 and 2181 would allow countieadbin opposition to Measure 18, specifically teume the
practice of hunting cougars with dogs. | persgnath opposed to these bills being submitted, restew
considered, or approved. | am a citizen of Oregjeimg in rural Clackamas County, Molalla, Oregon.

| am here to voice my strong opposition to HB 2@8d HB 2181. Additionally, | request that all pemglbills
that concern the rollback of Measure 18 be puteasatly in the legislative process. | believe thbetter
approach would be for this committee to direct akivay group to discuss cougar management in Orbgse(
upon objective science..

These two identical bills would allow counties tipt out" of Measure 18, which, in part, bannedubke of
trailing hounds to hunt cougars for sport. Thesmpsed bill undercut the voters, encourage couttdies
circumvent the state election process, and sufjjeson’s cougar population to unspagthunting methods.
doing so, HB 2050 and 2181 fully discount the thaet cougars are an important component of Oregon's
natural heritage and remain highly valued by th@nity of Oregon voters.

Measure 18 is law and it is the will of the peomkour state, including myself. The people of Gmredave
twice voted to oppose the use of hounds to hunjax@ubecause that method is not "fair chase" hgnBasse:
in 1994 by a majority, Measure 18 enjoyed eventgrgqaublic support in 1996 when voters rejectecléob
measure to repeal it. Perhaps just as importaeasMre 18 works.

Some of the tenants of Measure 18 that | strongpbose include:

« Measure 18 already allows the use of hounds taa@ondividual animals that pose a threat to proper
or public safety.

- ODFW uses dogs to remove cougars as part of itg&ddanagement Plan.

«  ODFW's own 2014 data indicate there is no neettdond-hunting of cougars.

- Cougar complaints are at their lowest level sinaadlire 18 was passed

« Nearly 100 times more cougar tags were sold in 2048 1993

- If counties are permitted to opt out of Measureth8y will circumvent two other decisions made by
myself and my fellow Oregon's voters, and will rentcheaningless the state's initiative process, a
component of good governance that is highly prizg@®regonians.

« These bills would create a patchwork, county-byrtg@approach to managing cougars, throwing the
state's comprehensive management plan for thesabmninto utter chaos and taking away the ODFW's
ability to manage cougars.

Cougars, as an apex predator species, serve antampmwle of balancing our natural ecosystemsthey are
vulnerable to persecution. Because these iconycrasle mammals are extremely vulnerable to perssagut
Oregon's cougars must be protected and managedl.févithout ecologically functional populationgumars
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cannot affect their important top-down role in aiag ecosystems. Cougars also encourage biological
diversity.

Hound hunting is cruel, unsporting, and disfavdsgdregonians. Hound hunting involves fitting dogth
high-tech radio or GPS collars that allow huntermbnitor the dogs' movement remotely. After tharias
have treed a cougar, trophy hunters arrive to sti@ostressed, cornered animal from close proxiniityring
these hunts, nursing female cougars are oftentetder hound hunting. During the chase, kittezs loe
separated from their mothers. When their mothexkidled, dependent kittens can die from starvation
predation or exposureBiologists have also documented that kittens haenlkilled on the ground by packs
dogs. Hunting hounds trespass onto private proged protected lands; they harass and harm ngettar
species.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify..
Susan Heublein

PO Box 1022
Molalla, OR 97028



