77th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - 2013 Regular Session MEASURE: SB 426 A
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: Rep. Tomei
House Committee on Judiciary

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL: No fiscal impact

Action: Do Pass

Vote: 6-0-3
Yeas: Cameron, Garrett, Hicks, Tomei, Williamson, Barker
Nays: 0
Exc.: Barton, Krieger, Olson

Prepared By: Mike Schmidt, Counsel

Meeting Dates: 5/16

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Updates and conforms terminology to use term “person with mental illness” rather
than “mentally ill person.”

ISSUES DISCUSSED:
e The purpose of Senate Bill 426 as amended is to modernize the statutory language
e This was formerly the counterpart of Senate Bill 421, which is what the background relates to

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: No amendment.

BACKGROUND: Two recent cases have brought the mental health code to the forefront in Oregon. The Spinosa case
in Washington county where a man charged with murder would have been released from custody after being found
“unable to aid and assist” his counsel in trial, and where the hospital stated that he received the maximum benefit
through hospital involuntary civil commitments that he could receive. The other case is that of Cheryl Kidd, the woman
who killed Eugene Police Department Officer Chris Kilcullen, who is still in the Oregon State Hospital. Presently the
state hospital is attempting to treat her so that she regains competence to aid and assist but, if unsuccessful, Ms. Kidd
may fall into the same justice and community safety gap. Senate Bill 426 A brings terminology up to date.
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