77th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - 2013 Regular Session MEASURE: HCR 26
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: Sen. Thomsen
Senate Committee on Health Care & Human Services

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL.: No fiscal impact

Action: Be Adopted

Vote: 5-0-0
Yeas: Knopp, Kruse, Shields, Steiner Hayward, Monnes Anderson
Nays: 0
Exc.: 0

Prepared By: Sandy Thiele-Cirka, Administrator

Meeting Dates: 4/22

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Urges Oregonians to ensure that all families have means to raise their children in
healthy environment.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:

e Oregon’s annual child neglect statistics
o Keeping Kids Safe license plate

e Parent education and support systems

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: No amendment.

BACKGROUND: Annually, the 50 states, the District of Columbia and the U.S. Territories report child welfare data to
the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS) of the Children’s Bureau, the Administration on
Children, Youth and Families (ACYF). Each state is responsible for establishing a definition of child abuse based on
federal standards. The existing federal definition of child abuse and neglect, according to the Child Abuse Prevention
and Treatment Act, states: “Any recent act or failure to act on the part of a parent or caretaker which results in death,
serious physical or emotional harm, sexual abuse or exploitation; or an act or failure to act, which presents an imminent
risk of serious harm.”

Advocacy groups, like the Child Welfare League of America, report that in 2010, Oregon had 71,886 referrals for child
abuse and neglect. Within this grouping, 29, 021 reports were referred for investigation. In 2010, 11,734 children were
victims of abuse or neglect in Oregon and 22 children reportedly died as a result.

House Concurrent Resolution 26 encourages Oregonians to integrate efforts to support programs that ensure healthy
environments for raising children.
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