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77th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY – 2013 Regular Session MEASURE:  SB 517   

STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: CONSENT 

House Committee on Land Use  

 

REVENUE: No revenue impact 

FISCAL:  No fiscal impact 

Action:  Do Pass and Be Placed on the Consent Calendar    

Vote:  6 - 0 - 1 

 Yeas: Cameron, Davis, Holvey, Thatcher, Unger, Clem 

 Nays: 0 

 Exc.: Frederick 

Prepared By: Lynn Beaton, Administrator 

Meeting Dates: 4/4 

 

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:  Allows governing body of public body owning land in approved or proposed diking 

or drainage district to appoint designee to act on behalf of and represent public body to exercise rights of landowner in 

district, including serving on board of supervisors. 
  

 

ISSUES DISCUSSED:  

 Wide variety of issues that the drainage districts address 

 Expertise required to address drainage and diking districts 

 Responsibilities of proposed designee to districts 

 

 

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: No amendment. 

 

 

BACKGROUND: Drainage districts are formed to reclaim and drain swampy, wet or overflowed lands. Diking districts 

are formed in areas to dike or dam lands subject to overflow by tidewaters or floods. The board of supervisors for a 

district is elected by landowners, with each owner receiving one vote per acre of land owned within the district. Only 

landowners are eligible to serve on the board of supervisors except when the landowner is a public body. In the case of 

lands belonging to a public body, the presiding officer or member of the governing body may act on behalf of the public 

body as a landowner within the district, including acting as a supervisor of the district.   

 

Senate Bill 517 would authorize a governing body’s designee to act on behalf of the public body in district matters, 

including acting as a supervisor of the district.   
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