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77th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY – 2013 Regular Session MEASURE:  SB 597 

STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER:  

Senate Committee on Veterans and Emergency Preparedness 

 

REVENUE:  No revenue impact 

FISCAL:  Fiscal statement issued 

Action:  Do Pass and Be Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means 

Vote:  3 - 0 - 1 

 Yeas: Olsen, President Courtney, Boquist 

 Nays 0 

 Exc.: Monnes Anderson 

Prepared By: Cheyenne Ross, Administrator 

Meeting Dates: 3/21, 3/28 

 

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES:  Reiterates that funds held in Emergency Communications account must be used for 

purposes described in ORS 403.240. Requires statutory change to deviate from purposes described in ORS 403.240. 

Declares emergency, effective on passage. 

 

 

ISSUES DISCUSSED: 
 • History of diversion of funds and of interest on funds 

 • Critical need to upgrade emergency communications equipment/technology 

 • Critical nature of emergency services 

 • Potential disqualification of states that divert 9-1-1 funds, from applying for federal dollars under  

  NET 911 Improvement Act of 2008  

 

 

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT:  No amendment. 

 

 

BACKGROUND:  Oregon Revised Statute 430.240 lists all the emergency services purposes that funds held in the 

Emergency Communications Account may be used for; however, the Legislative Assembly has diverted or attempted to 

divert (“sweep”) these funds a half-dozen times for other purposes when it deems such diversion necessary. Senate Bill 

597 reiterates that funds in the Emergency Communications Account may only be used for the purposes listed under 

ORS 430.240. 
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