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The Governor’s Recommended Budget for 2013-2015 calls for the elimination of the State Library’s
Government Research Services team. This group has been the partmership organization for Willamette
Valley Genealogical Society (WVGS), providing the cataloging and processing of the genealogy
materials purchased by WVGS. They also staff the Reference Desk, helping state employees and the
public find government or historical information while WVGS volunteers answer genealogy questions.
Questions that are raised by this announcement:

Wil the Reference Room remain open and research materials be available to the public?
Although 1t is not stated in the mission of the Library, the Oregon State Library also serves the general
public besides state agencies, Oregon libraries and the sight-impaired. Not all materials in the Oregon
State Library are listed in the on-line catalog, and many documents have to be viewed at the library,
especially in the Orvegon or Special Collections,

The Reference Room is the public face of the Oregon State Library. The Oregon State Library:

1) staffs and maintains the Reference Reom Monday through Friday and on one Saturday each
month

2) provides space for a genealogy collection and catalogs donated genealogical materials

3) helps recruit and train volunteers for book repair, cataloging, and genealogical research
assistance

4} is also open one Saturday a month for the WVGS meeting and for the public to do research

5) co-sponsors a Volunteer Training workshop once a year

6) maintains equipment in the Reference Room, such as microfiim readers, printers and
computers

7} updates and maintains on the Oregon.gov/0SL web site which includes information on
Genealogy at the Library

8) helps students from public schools and Willamette Heritage Center with student projects,
genealogical and historical.

What happens to the partnership between the Oregon State Library and WVGS?
WVGS has the largest and best collection of genealogy resources in Oregon. What will happen
to this collection? '

In 1987, WVGS and OSL formed a partnership and sign a Memorandum of Understanding for each
Biennium, which includes the statement that the Oregon State Library and the Willamette Valley
Genealogical Society "mutually desire to maintain and enhance the Genealogical Resource
Center, providing genealogical research services, material and facilities for genealogist and
Oregon history researchers at the Oregon Staie Library",

The Willamette Valiey Genealogical Society promotes awareness of the coliections of the State

Library and

1) helps recruit and train genealogy volunteers to help in the Reference Room Menday through
Friday and on the open Saturday

2) donates genealogical and historical materials to the Library, more than several thousand
books and periodicals over the years
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