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Dear Chair Monnes Anclerson and Members of the Committce:

Mﬂ name is Jo Be“ and ] am here on behalf of the Te]ehealtl—w A“iance of Oregon, a

statewide organization dedicated to imProving telehealth services in Oregon‘

Oregon is in the midst of changing our health care clc]ivcrg system and we believe that
telehealth is going to be a keg comPoncnt to the success of that change. As CCOS,
hosPita]s and clinics focus on access to care and meeting health outcomes, telehealth offers a
uniquc oPPortunit3 to bring togethcr Primarg care with sPecialist and urban with rural. |t will
also give Patients in rural communities the abi]itg to receive necessary treatments without
having to leave their communities——making it casier and safer for the Patients and l(eePing more

health care dollars in local communities.

While there are cha”cnges to imPlemcnting telehealth, none of the issues are insurmountable.
SPB569isan oPPortunit9 to address one of the key issues that has been a sticking Point for
originating facilities - creéentialing. Creclentia]ing is founded on the PrinciPle that
l—rosPita!s are rcsPonsiblc for ensuring the highcs’c qualitg of care Possible for Paticnts.
Thermcore, medical care facilities take steps to verixcg their healthcare Providcrs’
ProFiciencg ’chrough the co”ection) verification, and evaluation of data relevant to the
Practitioncr’s Proxcessional PerFormance. T heissue of who is credentialed at a hospital is
extremely important to the integrity of the site. [or telehealth to be successful, the receiving

site must have full confidence in the Proviclers that are og:ering the services.
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TAO is very suPPortive of the intent of 55 569, as we want to avoid having a
situation devclop in Oregon like one that occurred in Montana several years ago,
when Psychiatrists at one clinic stoPPecl c{elivcring services to originating site
hosPitals because the burden of credentialing for each individual was too

}Durdcnsomc

We do have several Poin’cs of concern that we want to be certain are addressed to
Fu”g support the bill:
1) Ang checklists and/or standards that are devc]opcc{ have cqua] input from
both originating and distance site hosPitals; and
2) The iiabi!itg qucstions are answered and originating site and distance site
l‘rospita!s all understand the ]iabi]itg limits for each; and

Pased upon our Participation in the discussions convened }35 Senator Steiner-
HagwarcL we do feel that those issues have been discussed and will be addressed in

amendments to the original bill.

Oregon has been slowly addressing the issues Facing the implemcntation of
telehealth. As issues have been brought to the Legislature in past years, TAO has
advocated for and Frcqucnt]g facilitiated a collaborative aPProaclﬂ to address those
issues that involves all stakeholders. Orcgon has a great oPPortunitg to increase
access and improve health care outcomes by using telehealth and all Plagers need to

be involved in the dcvclopmcnt of a state telehealth Po!icg.

We aPPrcciatc SCnator 5teincr~f“]agward’s interest in this bill and the continuing
interest and support of this Committee in ac!clrcssing telehealth issues in Orcgon. As
| stated in my oPening,TAO’s purpose is to advocate for the

T hank you Foryour time and | am happy to answer any qucstions.
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