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SB 456 — Senior Farm Direct Nutrition Programs

Position: Support

The Oregon Hunger Task Force supports SB 456 to increase funds for the -
Senior Farm Direct Nutrition Program. This bill will provide more Oregon -
grown fruits, vegetable, and herbs to Oregon seniors with very low incomes,
as well as support Oregon’s small and medium farms.

Hunger'continues to be a serious problem in our state, particularly among our
seniors. The most recent data available on food security among seniors from
the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) estimates that about 7%
of Oregon seniors live in food insecure situations, and 11% live at or below

the poverty level.

The Oregon Hunger Task Force views hunger as an income issue. For the -
seniors who are living in poverty and struggling to pay their living expenses
and potentially increasing medical expenses, resources for food, particularly

for nutritious foods become scarce. The number of seniors accessing

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly food stamps) is

‘still too few, but the number is growing. SNAP allows seniors to purchase

more of the foods they need to support a healthy diet. However, we know that
for people with low-i -incomes, their SNAP benefit is often their entire food
budget.

The Senior Farm Direct Nutrition Program is a great way that we can support
seniors to purchase fruits and vegetables to support their partlcularly d1etary
needs.

SB 456 strongly supports goal two of our state’s five year plan to end hunger;

- Ending Hunger Before It Begins: Oregon’s Call to Action, which calls to

cultivating a strong regional food system in Oregon that will improve access
to healthy foods among food-insecure households. \

This is an opportune time to invest in the health of seniors with low-incomes
by providing them with fresh food, while supporting and increasing the market
share for Oregon farmers. HB 2649 is an investment in health of our seniors
and our state’s economy, and will help address senior hunger.



Senior Farm Direct Nutrition Program

Supporting

good nutrition and
health

for our seniors,

and financial
health for our
farmers.

The Senior Farm Direct Nutrition Program encourages the purchase of fresh
fruits and vegetables and promotes them as a part of the daily diet of low-
income seniors in Oregon. It also increases sales of Oregon grown fruits,
vegetables, and herbs at farmers markets.

SB 456 Farm Direct Helps Oregon
e Adds $400,000 to the Senior Farm « In 2012, the program, in every
Direct Nutrition Program. county in Oregon, served over

31,000 seniors.
e Will allow an additional 6,000

seniors per year to purchase « Supports local agriculture by

Oregon fruits and vegetables providing additional customers for
oETa RitherSate over 700 farmers across the state.

« State and federal contributions paid
nearly $1 million to Oregon farmers
through the Senior Farm Direct
Program.

* Expands the use of farmers
markets and farm stands.
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