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Waldo Lake Gem of Oregon’s Cascades
Waldo Lake is considered an ultra-oligotrophic body of water.

Oligotrophic: An oligotrophic lake is a lake with low primary productivity, the result of low
nutrient content. These lakes have low algal production, and consequently, often have very clear
waters, with high drinking-water quality. The bottom waters of such lakes typically have ample
oxygen; thus, such lakes often support many fish species, like lake trout, which require cold, well-
oxygenated waters. The oxygen content is likely to be higher in deep lakes, owing to their larger

hypolimnetic volume.

About Waldo Lake.

- Surrounded on three sides by the 39,000-acre Waldo Lake Wilderness, Waldo Lake is one of the
purest lakes in the world, and a true gem of the Cascades. Located north of highway 58, this 9.8
square mile lake sits in a glacial basin with a surface elevation of 5,414°. On a clear day one can
- see down to depths of up to 120” in the 427’ deep lake.

Named for Judge John Brekenridge (October 6, 1844 — September 2, 1907) an early American
politician, jurist, and environmentalist from the state of Oregon.) Waldo is one of the largest
natural lakes in Oregon, and the second deepest after Crater Lake, and is also the source of the
nationally-designated Wild and Scenic North Fork of the Middle Fork Willamette River.
Managed by the Willamette and Deschutes national forests, the surrounding wilderness was
designated by Congress in 1984 to protect the area's outstanding forests, scenic mountains, and
backcountry recreation values. '

Many visitors value Waldo Lake for the area's outstanding recreational opportunities, solitude,
and scenic beauty, and a recent decision by the Forest Service, while not without controversy,
will ensure the continued purity of the lake's waters, and the backcountry experience sought after
by so many.

Brief recent history:

Located near the crest of the Cascades, Waldo Lake was difficult to access until the 1970s, when
a paved road and several campgrounds were added to the area. Increased local population and
recreation use — including fishing, camping, motor boating, and snowmobile use — has led to a
decline in water quality, though the lake's water remains amazingly pure.



2 e sl |0 address negative impacts of increased use, the Waldo Lake
Basin Plan Subcommittee was convened in January of 1999 (representing 16 different recreation
user groups and organizations, and FS specialists) and studied the area for two years. In 2000,
the group recommended several changes in management on and around Waldo Lake including:
changing the lake's recreation status from "roaded natural” to "semi-primitive, non-motorized;"
limiting and containing impacts of dispersed camping around the lake; placing limits on
outfitter/guide permits in the area; phasing out internal combustion engines (including banning
float planes) on the lake; and limiting snowmobile use to existing roadways.

In December 2001, the Willamette National Forest took an important step towards maintaining
Waldo Lake's pristine qualities when it proposed to implement a phase-out of motors on and

around the lake, with additional recreation recommendations.

Motorized-use proponents appealed the 2001 decision and the agency backed out. A new
Environmental Assessment was begun in 2004 and a repeat of the 2001 agency decision was
announced in April 2007 after overwhelming support for a gas motor ban.

This new 2007 rule would have eliminated gas motors (but not electric) on the lake, banned
generators and motors in the semi-primitive areas outside the campgrounds around the lake,
banned float planes from the lake, and provided for emergency motor use.

Due to go into effect in the summer of 2009, a legal challenge brought by motor advocates
postponed implementation. The court then tasked the Forest Service and the Oregon State
Marine Board with agreeing on a new rule, and in January 2010 the Marine Board adopted an
entirely new motor ban on Waldo Lake.

Another lawsuit from pro-motor interests threatened the rule, and the Marine Board decided to
reconsider its 2010 motor ban rule in early 2012, when it at last banned motorized boat use on
the lake, but curiously did not put any restrictions on the use of float planes.

Values at Stake

» The opportunity for visitors to experience the pristine beauty and solitude of a large non-.
motorized lake does not exist elsewhere in the Pacific Northwest.

* Many visitors to Waldo Lake come specifically for a semi-primitive recreation setting. Public
support of banning motors on and around the lake has been overwhelming throughout current
and past planning processes.

* Gasoline engines have likely contributed to water quality degradation in the lake. Removal of
these motors will ensure continued high water quality. '

* Motorized boats, chainsaws, and generators produce noise pollution. Noise from motors can

-~ often be easily heard throughout the designated semi-primitive non-motorized area that
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surrounds most of the lake, and even into the Waldo Lake Wilderness. This noise disrupts the
solitude and serenity that would otherwise exist in the areas surrounding Waldo Lake, and
which most visitors come to enjoy.

* The vast majority of visitors to Waldo Lake do not use motorized boats. User surveys show that
most visitors enjoy non-motorized recreation activities ~ from relaxing to canoeing to horseback
riding.

Economic benefits of having a large lake that is managed as Semi-primitive and
non-motorized. '

Eco tourism is a growing industry. Oregon already is listed in the top 10 states that offer outstanding
opportunities for the exploration of wild and scenic areas. Adding Waldo to the list of semi-primitive
and non-motorized managed lakes would attract people who seek this kind of involvement with nature.
Oregon is fortunate to have the unique chance to take one of the largest pure lakes in the world and
create, in cooperation with the US Forest Service, a truly wild and scenic venue for all non-motorized
water craft. It is my belief that folks would be drawn to Waldo to experience the quiet solitude afforded
by such a designation. Waldo Lake offers many camping opportunities outside of its three established
campgrounds. Primitive dispersed lakeside camping spots dot the surrounding shoreline offering a
unique camping experience. If the lake’s semi-primitive and non-motorized management policy is
allowed to be fully implemented, it would further enhance this experience and add the lake to a small
club of large lakes in the US offering such an opportunity. This is an opportunity that Oregon and the US
Forest Service should not pass up! In August of 2011, the reported destination spending in East Lane
County was $446.6 million dollafs, with other travel spending set at ?155.8 million (source Dean Runyan
for Travel Oregon (http://www.deanrunyan.com/ORTravelImpacts/ORTravellmpacts.html#). The
creation of a motor free Waldo Lake would certainly further economically benefit Oregon, Lane County,
and a community like Oakridge. ’ ‘



