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The Portland Police Bureau last week made an eye-opening admission when presenting its 

most recent batch of data breaking down traffic and pedestrian stops by race and ethnicity.

The new numbers, for 2010, still show a persistent disparity between how often 

whites and blacks in Portland are stopped and then searched. And for the first time 

that anyone can remember, the bureau swallowed hard and admitted something it's often 

struggled to say:

Part of the problem might really be racism. Overt, institutional, and even "implicit" 

racism—which means someone might be a little racist without even realizing they are. The 

admission came during a police bureau presentation of the stats to the city's Community 

and Police Relations Committee, whose mission includes tackling racial tensions between 

cops and citizens. It was noticed immediately.

"It's great. It's amazing. It's a huge jump from where we were," says Dan Handelman of 

Portland Copwatch, who remembers when some cops didn't want the city's 2008 "racial 

profiling" committee to be named as such. "They wanted it to be called the bias-based 

policing committee, because they didn't think racial profiling existed."

What led to the breakthrough? Sergeant Greg Stewart, who works in the bureau's 3-year-

old stat-crunching unit and devised the bureau's presentation (pdf), explains it pretty 

simply: Not saying so would be intellectually dishonest.

"People can be saying the same things but saying them in such a way that folks end up 

talking at each other or past each other," he says, adding that it was such an obvious 

component, historically and even right now, that he "was surprised" everyone else was so 

surprised he offered it.

Stewart does add a caution: Acknowledging racism in the ranks, or in policies, still won't 

tell the whole story about why traffic stop numbers break so starkly along racial and ethnic 

lines. He also mentions the usual factors raised by cops: socioeconomics, crime rates, 

targeted actions like gang enforcement "hotspots," etc. Those things matter as context, he 

says—and, based on what the bureau decides are its public safety priorities, may not even 

change much.

But even context only goes so far. Hence the olive branch. Next up? Figuring out how to fix 

thngs.

"Context is important. But owning [potential racism] is important, too," Stewart says. "We 

don't to make excuses, either."
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Just wondering: Has there been any reduction in crime, and if so, does anyone 
think the reduction is related to stopping and searching people?

Posted by ROMROMROMROM on 06/25/2012 at 4:53 PM

report

There is a real and important difference between finding more crime and preventing 
crime. Hotspot policing is better at the former than the latter. 

That said, the admission by the PPD that racism, institutional and otherwise, may 
be contributing to disparities in who is stopped is meaningful. 

Posted by Süpër ChüñdySüpër ChüñdySüpër ChüñdySüpër Chüñdy on 06/25/2012 at 5:58 PM

report

Yes, I think it's safe to say that racism is part of it. But as a poor white person, I 
ask why nobody has yet (as far as I am aware) suggested that classism might also 
be a component?

It's often really hard to discern the color of a driver at night, especially from a
distance and without a direct view, but it's considerably easier to estimate the
driver's class position from simple observation of the car. For example, perhaps
those who drive clunkers are both disproportionately likely to both be of color and 
to be stopped.

Driving While Black exists, why not consider and address Driving While Poor? 
Because it's harder to quantify, or because there is no Poor constituency of 
consequence?

Terry Pratt, North Portland

Posted by Terry PrattTerry PrattTerry PrattTerry Pratt on 06/26/2012 at 1:11 PM

2 likes, 0 dislikes report

Terry has an interesting point...I have seen numerous traffic violations near a 
police officer that did not result in being stopped. The vehicles:upper end or luxury. 
The drivers:White or Asian....coincidence? The economic factor seems to be a 
component however

Posted by The ShowstopperThe ShowstopperThe ShowstopperThe Showstopper on 06/26/2012 at 2:27 PM

1 like, 0 dislikes report

Chundy: "Hotspot policing is better at the former than the latter." Oh, I thought I 
read a while ago that it was the other way around.. but maybe I'm not 
remembering correctly (I'm not being sarcastic).

Posted by ROMROMROMROM on 06/26/2012 at 3:22 PM

report

Subscribe to this thread: With RSS Showing 1-5 of 5By Email

Page 3 of 7What's Behind the Racial Disparity in Traffic Stops? Maybe Racism, Police Actually Ack...

3/11/2013http://blogtown.portlandmercury.com/BlogtownPDX/archives/2012/06/25/whats-behind-th...



Get the best of the Mercury each week in 

your inbox!

Sign up now! 

Trying to get back in the swing of the whole dating 
thing after being off...

Browse...

Girls seeking Boys

Girls seeking Girls

Boys seeking Girls

Boys seeking Boys

Wander_Lust

Page 4 of 7What's Behind the Racial Disparity in Traffic Stops? Maybe Racism, Police Actually Ack...

3/11/2013http://blogtown.portlandmercury.com/BlogtownPDX/archives/2012/06/25/whats-behind-th...



Dating in Portland, OR

Meet Upscale Singles Ages 35 & Up. Pre-
Screened & Safe, Join Now!

www.PearlDistrictMatchMakers.com

Hannah's Massage Therapy

Valentines Specials For Everyone. Free 
Salt Glow w/ 60min Massage.

www.Spaorchid.org

Free Windows Update Tool

Deploy Windows Security Update with 
Retina CS. Use 256 IPs Free Now!

BeyondTrust.com/Windows_Update_Mgr

No Cost Mortgage at 2.3%

$150,000 Mortgage $577mo. 2.6% apr 
Easy No Fee Program. Free Quotes!

no-points-mortgage.lendgo.com

2.6% FIXED Rate Mortgage

No Costs & No Fee Loans. 2.7% APR 
Qualified Lenders. Get a Free Quote

no-points-mortgage.fetcharate.com

Bruno Mars Tickets

Cheap Bruno Mars Tickets. Compare 
Prices. Save 15% or More.

TicketLiquidator.com/BrunoMars

Employment Discrimination

Representing federal employees in 
federal sector EEO complaints.

www.jeffreylawgroup.com

Win a Palm Springs Trip

Win a 2 Night Vacation Including Dining & 
Entertainment. Enter Now!

VacationFun.com/Win

Page 5 of 7What's Behind the Racial Disparity in Traffic Stops? Maybe Racism, Police Actually Ack...

3/11/2013http://blogtown.portlandmercury.com/BlogtownPDX/archives/2012/06/25/whats-behind-th...



Install Google Chrome

A free browser where you type less & surf 

the web faster! Download now

www.google.com/chrome

Facing Suspended License?

Know Your Options 360 943 8999 Free Hr 

Experienced Lawyer Consult

www.olympialawyers.com

Hostile work environment

Find Work Harassment & Employment 

Expert Lawyers Free at FindLaw!

www.FindLaw.com/Employment

Start Your Claim Here

Free Disability claim information 

SSI/SSDI, see if you qualify free!

www.MylerDisability.com

Police Conference 2013

Top tier training on homicides, property 

crimes, and investigations

www.leadsonline.com

Cdl Traffic Tickets Fixed

TVC Pro Driver legal service Nationwide 

Cdl protection

TrafficTicketsClinic.com

Police Academy Interest?

Pursue a Career in Law Enforcement. 

Earn a Degree in Criminal Justice.

www.educationconnection.com

Walt Disney World Coupons

Walt Disney World Ticket Deals. Save in 

Park Tickets, Food & More!

www.ShopAtHome.com/DisneyWorld

Page 6 of 7What's Behind the Racial Disparity in Traffic Stops? Maybe Racism, Police Actually Ack...

3/11/2013http://blogtown.portlandmercury.com/BlogtownPDX/archives/2012/06/25/whats-behind-th...



"Fix Windows Update"

Fast & Easy Windows Update Fix. Takes 

Just 2 Minutes (Recommended)

PCHealthBoost.com/FreeDownload

SC Traffic Lawyers

Don't let tickets raise insurance! South 

Carolina traffic lawyers

www.jonathanedwardslaw.com

Extended Stay Apartment

Pearl & Lloyd Areas in Portland. Daily, 

Weekly, and Monthly Rates.

www.alfredsinc.com

Windows 7 Driver Download

Windows 7 Drivers Latest Download. 

Microsoft Certified. (Recommended)

www.Windows-7.DriverUpdate.net

Ask a Lawyer Online Now

A Lawyer Will Answer in Minutes! 

Questions Answered Every 9 Seconds.

Law.JustAnswer.com

Printable Sheet Music.

Find and Print Sheet Music Free! So Easy 

w/ The Free Music Toolbar.

sheetmusic.inboxtoolbar.com

Public Criminal Records

1) Enter Name - Search For Free. 2) Get 

Arrest Records Instantly!

InstantCheckMate.com

Free eBooks

Download 1000's of Free eBooks, Get 

Reviews & More! Get App

www.readingfanatic.com

Page 7 of 7What's Behind the Racial Disparity in Traffic Stops? Maybe Racism, Police Actually Ack...

3/11/2013http://blogtown.portlandmercury.com/BlogtownPDX/archives/2012/06/25/whats-behind-th...


