Testimony of Felisa Hagins
SEIU 49 - Political Director

SB 572 — Safe Patient Handling Programs

Chair Monnes-Anderson Members of the committee, for the record my name is Felisa Hagins | am the
political director of SEIU 49 and | am here to testify on behalf SEIU 49 in support of safe patient handling
policy and implementation at all of Oregon’s hospitals.

SB 572 as you have written needs to be changed to reflect the most recent evidence and the laws that
have been passed in other states.

Our hope in bringing this legislation forward is to create a concrete and clear process on how patient
care providers will be incorporated into the operation, instruction and safety of the hospitals patient
handling for their safety and the safety of the patients.

Each year health care workers are injured with Musculoskeletal Disorders (MDS) such as back strains,
damage to spinal discs at much higher rates than the rest of the workforce. These injuries are caused by
manual lifting of a patient population that is growing in physical size. It’s the number one cost driver for
health systems in their workers comp program, and also the number one reason that orderlies and
nurses’ aides miss days of work. According to the National Institute of Occupational Safety a safe lifting
limit for a man is 51 lbs and for a woman is 46 lbs, a onetime lift of 75 Ibs is a high risk for MSD hazard.
There have been many studies that the cost of lift equipment can be re-covered in a year through a
reduction in workers comp claims and lost days, and many of Oregon’s hospitals have invested in lift
equipment. But the time is now to move legislation forward to help imbed safe patient handling into
the fabric of our acute care system.

Our hope with SB 572 is to move the cultural of safe patient handling forward in all of our hospitals and

health systems by;

1. Creating a Safe Patient Handling team that is made up of direct patient care providers who
manually lift, transport and move patients when appropriate.

2. Ateam that can assist and help educate other workers on best practices

3. That each health care facility will have a written and formalized process for safe patient handling

4. An adequate number of lift equipment that is well maintained and trained staff to use the
equipment.

5. A program that will result in injury reduction and patient adverse events.

These laws are being passed throughout the country, Oregon’s hospitals are moving toward this

direction and our hope is that this law will move the ball faster and safe patient handling will become a
rooted part’of the culture in health systems.
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