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Willamette Falls: A regional hallmark

Largest falls by volume in U.S.

29 |argest falls by volume in
North America

Center of fishing and trade for
Native Americans prior to
European-American
settlement

Power and water supplied by
falls spurred industrial growth
throughout the 1800s



Oregon City: Birthplace of industrial history in the west

1829: Dr. John McLoughlin establishes
lumber mill at Willamette Falls

1844: 1%t incorporated city west of the
Rockies

1860s: Imperial Flour Mills and Oregon
o City Woolen Mills established

1866: First paper mill established

A 1870s: Railroad and locks built; Oregon
— City’s role in western industry solidified







Opportunity for transformative redevelopment

Strengthen Oregon City’s
role in the Metro region

Revitalize Oregon City’s

downtown

Transform Willamette Falls
into a regional destination







Leveraging expertise of a public partnership

@

Stakeholders




A measured approach

Due diligence

investigations Redevelopment
Quantifying Realizing
liabilities opportunities

Visioning and planning
Building capacity and
formulating strategy

(2013-2014)

Critical next phase: Begin demolition and site stabilization. State bond
sale of S5 million would launch this effort.




Catalytic value

Increased tourist spending (based on estimate of
660,000 visitors/year) would create approximately
600 local jobs

560 to 1,110 construction jobs
550 to 1,090 office and retail jobs

1,120 to 2,220 indirect and induced jobs from the
multiplier effect of jobs on-site

Redevelopment will increase property values in
Oregon City, both on-site and by generating at least
$7.5 million in off-site property value.
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Thank you.

Martha Bennett

Chief Operating Officer
Metro
martha.bennett@oregonmetro.gov

David Frasher
City Manager

City of Oregon City
dfrasher@orcity.org




