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Testimony to the Oregon House Land Use Committee in support of HB 2202

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today. I am Bruce Chapin and live at 9965
Wheatland Rd. N Salem, Oregon 97303. I am the third generation to farm in the
Mission Bottom area north of Keizer and serve as Chairman of the Oregon Farm
Bureau Aggregate Committee. From 2004 to 2007 I represented OFB in the
aggregate/agriculture consensus process set up by the Governor. Although the
process did not resolve the conflict it provided a tremendous education on the
subject.

The problem that needs to be addressed is that in the Willamette Valley each year
aggregate strip mining is destroying on an estimated 200 to 400 acres of prime
farmland. For a visual comparison, we are annually loosing the equivalent of
about 45 to 90 city blocks of our best farmland. Recent DOGAMI data indicates
there are over 10,000 acres being mined in the Willamette Valley

The Picture on the next page is a Google Earth map and out lined in yellow is the
area N.W. of Keizer commonly known as Mission Bottom. There is no better
farmland in Marion County. The red represents mined areas, areas being mined
and areas dedicated for mining. The red areas represent a little over a 1000 acres in
size. As I put this small map together I realized that this issue could be referred to
as an invisible problem because more than a 1/3 of the red area currently shows no
visible sign of being mined but it is all destined to be mined

The field outlined in white is not permitted yet but a series of aggregate test holes
were drilled in it last year indicating that it is being very seriously considered for
aggregate mining. This field is about 90 acres in size.

The area in blue is the Willamette Mission Park and is about 1800 acres in size.
Privately owned farmland is quickly disappearing in Mission Bottom. As a third

generation farmer with two of my children farming with me this progressive loss of
farmland in our area is a major concern to me.




In 2010 Marion County produced 3,060,000 tons of aggregate. Much of Marion
County’s aggregate production came from Mission Bottom and was shipped to the
Portland area. Aggregate regularly travels to Portland by truck and by train.
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This 18 car unit train makes multiple trips per day hauling aggregate from Mission
Bottom to the Portland area. This demonstrates trains are tools that can
economically haul aggregate long distances. Like most tools, trains can be used to
assist with good or bad behavior. Although this train is being used to aid in the
destruction of some of our best farmland, it demonstrates that trains could be used
to economically haul aggregate long distances from sites that do not destroy high
quality farmland.



There is virtually an unlimited supply of hard quarry rock located away from our
best farm soils. Today about 50% of the Willamette Valley aggregate comes from
hard rock quarries and I know of no examples where a hard rock quarry is
destroying our best soils. Many opportunities exist to expand aggregate production
from hard rock quarries in the Willamette Valley.

This hard rock quarry is located west of Hillsboro. We were told they had
excavated down more than 500 feet. A quarry that excavates 500 feet deep will
harvest a large quantity of aggregate while disturbing a relatively small surface
area. In contrast many sand and gravel sites excavate less than 40 feet deep.
Shallow aggregate mining requires many times more acres than deep mining to
harvest the same quantity of aggregate.




Also there are very large deposits of round rock along the Columbia River
deposited by the ancient Missoula floods that are under very poor soils. These
round rock deposits along with hard rock quarry deposits are being economically
transported to Portland by barge. Rock is being barged into Portland from
Dallesport, Wishram, Boardman, St. Helens and British Columbia.

This picture shows a barge waiting to be loaded at Dallesport, Washington. In the
background across the river is The Dalles, Oregon

While the aggregate industry has many alternatives to mining good farm soils the
agricultural industry does not have reasonable alternatives to farming good soils as

can be seen in the picture on the next page.




The filbert trees on the right are about five feet tall and nonproductive while the
trees on the left are twenty five feet tall and very productive. All the trees are the
same age, same variety and have received the same inputs. The difference is the
quality of the soil between the right side of the picture and the left side.

While much is said about the potential alternatives the aggregate industry has
please recognize that HB 2202 is not dependant on there being reasonable
alternatives. The bill simply directs that alternatives be looked for. Looking for
reasonable alternatives is a very necessary step in rational problem solving but
currently the permitting process does not allow alternatives to be considered.
Please support HB 2202 as it provides the local governments with the authority
they need to appropriately balance the two industries’ interests.

Respectably,
e JC /%,,_
Bruce R Chapin




Oregon Farm Bureau Federation
Policy No. 3.700, Aggregate (2008)

We support requiring an "alterratives analysis and a
needs analysis” as part of the aggregate permitting
process when applying to mine high-value farmland
soils in EFU zones. We suppart requiring the use of a
permitting process with public hearings before allow-
ing new or expanded commercial aggregate mining
operations in EFU zones.

We support state and local governments using a higher
percentage of quarry rock and a lower percentage of
alluvial grave! mined from under high-value farmland
sails in the Willamette Vallzy.

We support prahibiting the mining of rack when it is under
high-value farmland soils or if the mining activities
meet or exceed the depth of surrounding irrigation or
domestic water wells within the boundaries of an
aquifer.

Whenever an application for an aggreqate removal opera-
tion is located on high-value farmland, before that
application is approved, the Department of Agriculture
and the Department of Water Resources must evamine
the application and bath sign off that the proposed
mining/removal operation will not negatively impact
agricultural operatinns and water rights on surround-
ing farms.

We belizve facilities and structures inchuding batch plants
should be prohibited when surrounded hy EFL land.

We support the removal of river rack from dry gravel
bars.

Productive farm soils in Lane County Oregon

Oregon agriculture is the second-
largest economic engine in the
state”. While there are multiple op-
tions for aggregate mining, the long
term success of Oregon agriculture
relies on a finite supply of farmland -
farmland that has diminished by over
Go0.000 acres in the past ten

years’.

Oregon Farm Bureau Federation

3415 Commercial Street SE Phone: 503-399-1701
Suite 17 Fax: 503-309-8082
Salem, Oreqon 97307 Fublished: June, 2008

Rock (Aggregate) Mining
in the Willamette Valley
Myths & Facts

Protect Oregon's Best Farmland
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