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‘~Re HB 2712

Greating -Policiés for a Hunger-Free Oregon

‘To: Memibers of the House Human Services and Housing Committee

Position: Support

Date February 27 2013

. The Oregon Hunger Task Force urges you to support HB 2712.
This blll will move the state closer to restoring a much-needed safety
net for adults in Oregon as they apply for federal disability benefits..

~ Oregonians with disabilities should have nutritious meals, safe |
‘ housmg, and adequate medical care, yet all too often, they struggle

just to-survive. It often takes between 1 and 3 years to receive federal
disability benefits. In the meantime, their health condltlons worsen

. and they often fall into poverty.

In the past, the General Assistance program pr0V1ded a brldge

“loan program for adults who were- waiting for federal assistance. This

program prov1ded miinimal support to help with housmg and other

needs It also prov1ded assistance with the federal application process,.f -

Finding a way to reinstate an assistance program makes sense.

' Oregomans with disabilities are able to stabilize and get help applylng

for federal benefits. This helps them and ‘the communities in which
they live. Oregon gets reimbursed for its costs. When Oregonrans with-
disabilities are approved for feder al SSI/ SSDI benefits, they are

" retroactive to the date of application and the state gets reimbursed for °
‘the cash assistance provided during that waiting time.

Cr eatmg a workgroup to recommend the best way to provide

“assistance.is a wise investment and a good deal. Individuals with

disabilities who fall into poverty or homelessness often end up in
emergency rooms, jails, or shelters, and the cost of rehabilitation can
be much higher. The Oregon Hunger f ask Force urges you to Vote
yes onHB 2712 . o o =



