Te’stimony. of Laoren_ee Tuttle !
“in Support of HB 2248_

: ' Before the .
House Commlttee on Agncuitural and Namral Resources

February 28 2013

"The purpoee of thls testlmony is to support HB 2248 HB2248 extends the framework of the
1991 Oregon Chemical Process Mmlng LaW to other mineral mmmg operdtrons

- Decrslons to mine are based on two fd.ctors 1) the qualrty of the ore body; and, 2) the price of the”
mineral commodity to be mined. Despite the best exploration techniques, much about an ore '
deposit remains an unknown until mining begins. Mineral prices - - generally estabhshed by -
mternatlonal commodlty markets -- are always hrgh]y volatile.

By contrast the process for evaluatmg and perrmttmg mine operatrons can be and should be.
-predictable. HB 2248 -- and the 1991 General Mining Law which serves as its framework - -
provides predictably through coordinated, consolidated multiagency permit evaluation;, '
processing, and issuance. Existing Oregon statutes for non-chemical- extraction mmeral mines
do not offer an underc;tandable comprehensrble and predrctable process

' Mmmg cornpames support the kmd of predrctabrhty set out by HB 2248 Cahco Resources -
(Calico), for example, has submitted notice to develop and to operate a gold mine in Malheur
County. The application is being processed under ‘the Oregon Chemical Process Mining statutes - -
similar to those proposed by HB 2248. A February 2013 Calico presentation posted to its '
website makes the following statements about the Oregon process: “Mining penmttmg
regulatmns orgamzed transparent timeline driven...” [See attached.] ‘

. HB 2248 aIso_ emphasmes 'comprehensrve bas_ehne site characterlzatrm. Understanding site . _
characteristics and the proposed operation reduces perils for public resources as diverse as water

quality and cultural sites, and reduces the risk for costly abandoned mine cleanups

For the_se reasons, I resp'ectf_ullly Urge' the Committee to recommend paSS_age"of HB 2248._- R

1 Larry Tutt]e was an active member of the workmg group Whreh crafted the 1991 Oregon
Chemical Process Mining Law and administrative rules. He is the director of the Center for
Enwronmental Equity (CEE) which he founded in 1994. CEE monitors and comments on new:
and e)ustmg mining operations and works to ctednup abandoned mineral mines.

: Laurence A. Tuttle  P.0.Box 2248 - _Bortland, OR 97240 _ (503) 539-6287-
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