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GO T sevErTod hneld i ng:
sigming eases hased on whoere
the ertme ocenrred, The shift
might save courl administra-
tor Roy Blaine some heat from
local police, lawyers, victims
and defendarts,

Bls .&mﬁu_o_:e:ﬁma ablind
system Jan. 1 to assign

court judges. He
explained the idea was to
nmore ¢ f:@ distribute the
work load\ But that meant
judges in mﬂfw:.ﬁos could
preside over Milton-Freewa-
ter cases, or
Pendleton could
Umatilla case.
The change irked lodal law
enforcement leaders add the
Umatilla County Distriet At
torney’s Office, who
complained witnesse€ and vie-
tims could ha m\mo travel
further for couft. The clamor
seemed to hdve the desirved ef-
fect.
“Forndw, the judges want to
go back to\hearing the cases in
either éast or west side, de-
pending
originated, a5 much as possi-
ble,” Blaine sajd Thursday.
Umatilla Coulty District At-
torney Dan Primus said he
was pleased withjthe reversal,
“I think it was the right
move to go vw&v: he said, “1
don’t think-it was ever the
right move to change,” '
Primus said he understood
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Grant dollars allow medical

equipment closet to expand

By KATHY ANEY
East Oregonian

Deanna Messer had a conundrun,

She had been walking a trio of dogs
in ber neighborhood when she slipped
off a curb and broke her ankle, The in-
jury required surgery and 12 weeks of
downtime,

“T couldn’t wallk to the bathroom or
stand in the shower,” she said., :

The Pendleton woman needed a
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Darrin
Umbargor
turns off the
lights in a
storage unit
full of used

RPN e “

medical
equipment
that he loans
out for his
non-profit
Clearview v
Mediation and :__:
Disability (o
Resource Mw..,,_..n
Center in T
Pendieton. pog
Staff photo by ple
E.J. Harris Wil
and
lieh
I, N0 problem
2 , ol'd
wheelchair and a couple of other pieces m. \
of specialized medical equipment, but . .:.,.
soon realized buying the equipment vn._m_,
was M..Emzomm:%.b_.o::&S<m. Even rent- dros
ing was-expensive. N
Then she discovered the medical m:.___,ﬁ
equipment closet at Clearview Media- ,mf b
-tion and Disability Resource Center, d.g.zm_
Messer could check out a wheelchair, m_mm
shower chair and portable commode a ._%
just like one borrows a book from the with
library — and it was free. EH:M
Darrin Umbarger, who has multiple mwo..,.
sclerosis and operates the center, nav- m,wm
v
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Continued From1A- -« a year, ‘after which' they
. lgates life from his own .
wheelchair. At the moment,
Umbarger runs the medical
equipment -closet from: a
small storage shed behind: -
hisoffice. Inside is a fleet of
manual wheelchairs; walk::
- ers, - canes, . crutches
hospital ‘beds and even'a

care delivery system of.co-
-ordinated.. - care
organizations should -en-
courage. Campbell leads
the Eastern Oregon Coor

patienthoist, =
. Umbarger’s little project :
is "about to grow -‘wings, *
thanks to som unexpected
help. et s
A couple of months ‘ago, -
Umbarger caught the iniag- :
ination of Kevin Campbell,"
CEQ of GreaterOregon Be-
havioral Health,. - Ine, -
(GOBHI). During the meet- -
ing. of Clearview’s special
needs advisory panel of
people -with disabilities,
Umbarger’ mentioned the .
closet. : SR
Campbell offered $1,500
each month for: a year:to.
pay rent and utilities for:g -
warehouse with the ideg
that Umbarger would grow.
the project to serve the rest:
of Eastern Oregon, . . .
- Umbarger agreed readi..
. ly.  He ‘gets the - keys on
March 1 for-space at"607

Oregon. Health Plan pa-

Cascades. . .
Undet this model, 600,000
8 OHP enrollees ‘would get
. their health care from a
- team of providers, offering
coordinated physical, men--
tal and dental services, The
-.CCO pays providers from g
_“lump.sum.instead of a fee
- for service and. focuses on
prevention to cut costs and
“:improve health outcomes,
_-“This is really what the
CCO is all.about— finding

. tening to their good ideas,
‘-granting small amounts. of

Ing those ideas and giving
-them time to.bear frui )
.Campbell sdaid, = .
. *Umbarger is bracing for

a barrage .of gently used

closets for:medica ‘equip-:
ment thatis gathering dust .
and’ donate. items to the
loan closet; Sy S
-“Tenvision having satel-
lite offices all over Bastern

‘Oregon,” Umbarger said.

“We’re hoping this will be a
~pilot project to show all of

Oregon how this is done,”--

Campbell said the GOB-
HI ‘money willi allow .
‘Umbarger’s. project to op-.

“ erate.on a larger:scale.for

_,Ooia,aw,. Kathy Aney. at
. kaney@eastoregonian.com or
-541-966-0810," .

will re-evaluate. He .said
the project: is-exactly- the’
kindthe state’s new health | = in
, theé chang

dinated Care Organization,
which- provides care for -

tients on this side of the .

_non-tradition partners, lis- -

. ‘money toward implement- -

.Bo&amm ‘equipment start- -
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- Prosecutors wi

. .again file all erimi

es at the Umatilla
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them to judges. 1
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