NATURAL RESOURCES

2013-15 Budget Review
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

The Department of Agriculture has a threefold mission: 1) ensure food safety and provide consumer protection; 2) protect agricultural natural resources;

and 3) promote economic development in the agricultural industry.
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General Fund 12,998,069 12,158,804 17,468,615 18,685,836 0 43.7%
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MAJOR CHALLENGES AND DECISION POINTS

1. No requested fee increases.

2. As part of budget development $3.5M General Fund was restored to
reverse one-time fund shifts adopted in 2011-13 LAB, which included
using Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund (PCSRF) Federal Funds
from the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB).

3. $1.2M Lottery Funds reductions taken in the Weed Control, Pest
Prevention, and Plant Conservation programs due to insufficient M76
LF revenue (pkg. 070). The Plant Conservation cuts are restored with
a combination of Other Funds and Federal Funds, $600k and 3
positions (2.50 FTE) (pkg. 330). Cuts in Pest Prevention are partially
restored with General Fund, $350k & 1 position (1.00 FTE) (pkg.
335).

4. Adds $1M General Fund to continue 3 positions added last session to
perform water quality monitoring in conjunction with ODA’s
Agricultural Water Quality program and coordinate with other state
and federal agencies working on water quality issues. The positions
were funded using one-time PCSRF Federal Funds in 2011-13.

5. Add $750k General Fund (to be transferred to DEQ) and $630k Other
Funds from the existing pesticides program for development of a
statewide Pesticide Stewardship Partnership program to address
pesticide-related water quality issues across all land uses not just
agriculture uses (the Governor’s justification for the General Fund
transfer to DEQ), and seek more cost-efficient alternative regulatory
options.

6. Add $250k mix of General Fund and Other Funds to establish one
position to work on water quantity issues and assist in implementation
of the state Integrated Water Resources Strategy.

7. Establish positions to administer the federal Specialty Crops grant
program. Adds $600k Federal Funds for two positions to run the
grants programs which receives about $1M annually and has 75

grants active at any one time. Existing and temporary staff have
operated the program in past biennia.

Includes a half-time position to conduct the legally mandated
oversight of commodity commissions. Position would be funded
through reimbursement by the commodity commissions being
overseen.
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