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To: Senate Committee on Health Care and Human Services

From: Kate Rough, Clackamas County Legislative Action Team Chair
Date: April 1, 2013

Re: Support for SB 490

Chair Monnes Anderson and Members of the Committee,

| appreciate the opportunity to speak before you today in support of SB 490. | have been a
volunteer for Planned Parenthood Advocates of Oregon for almost 5 years. | go to school full-
time at Portland State University and | also work full-time.

| am here today to speak as a participant in a research project that Planned Parenthood
Advocates of Oregon conducted starting in April of 2010. | volunteered to help research
information and services that Crisis Pregnancy Centers provide in Oregon.

In 2010, Planned Parenthood Advocates of Oregon identified 52 Crisis Pregnancy Centers
operating in our state. A total of 19 volunteers, including myself, participated in this project. We
researched 43 Crisis Pregnhancy Centers: 23 in person and 20 by phone.

| personally conducted in-person visits to 8 Crisis Pregnancy Centers, where | presented myself
as being concerned | might be facing an unintended pregnancy.

During my visits, | observed a variety of factors including what types of services were offered,
how the center described itself, and the hours of operation. | also took note of procedural
methods, paperwork, and materials | received during my visits. | did not use any audio or video
recording devices during my visits, but | did document my findings on a standard written form
immediately following each visit to allow for the most accurate recollection of details. From the
visits, we learned that Crisis Pregnancy Centers offer free urine-based pregnancy tests and that
some provide other services such as baby supplies, parenting classes, and maternity clothes.
Some Crisis Pregnancy Centers also advertise more extensive services such as testing for
sexually transmitted infections, although it is unclear whether these services are provided
routinely by licensed medical providers or whether referrals for these services are available if
the entity is unable to provide the advertised service.

What my fellow researchers and | observed raised serious concerns about patient safety and
consumer protection.

None of the Crisis Pregnancy Centers we contacted during the research offered medical exams,
birth control, prenatal care or childbirth services. But walking into one these centers, it would be
easy to mistake it for a doctor’s office where actual medical services are provided: The people
you meet often carry clipboards, act like medical staff, and sometimes even wear white lab
coats.
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