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Honorable Representatives,

| am offering this testimony on behalf of the Independent Party of Oregon as a
supplement to the written testimony | provided to the committee during the truncated
hearing on this bill on 5/13/13.

Ellie Dumdi testified on 5/13 to the effect that this legislation is intended to provide
governing bodies with the ability to have discussions about governing decisions similar to
the caucusing that happens in the Oregon legislature.

That stated goal is a direct attack on the state’s Open Meetings law.

The editorial board of the News Register recently noted in its opposition to this bill (attached):

“A previous Legislature declared: "The Oregon form of government requires an informed public
aware of the deliberations and decisions of governing bodies and the information upon which
such decisions were made. It is the intent of ORS 192.610 to 192.690 that decisions of governing
bodies be arrived at openly. Those are wise words. Let’s heed them."

The reason why community newspapers like the News Register and larger newspapers such as the
Oregonian oppose this legislation is that local boards and commissions already have minimal
oversight from the press. Carving out exemptions in the law to allow for private meetings of
guorums on public matters with no notice or opportunity for oversight, which is the stated goal by
proponents of this bill, is a terrible idea.

From the standpoint of public oversight and involvement, the work of most government boards in
no way mirrors that of the legislature. At the legislature, there are multiple press bureaus,
hundreds of paid lobbyists, thousands of advocates attending hearings, live video feeds of all
meetings, etc.

Even what happens in private at the legislature is never really private.

By contrast, the only thing preventing a majority from cutting out other members of the board,
the press, and the public, as was attempted in Lane County, is the law. This legislature should not
encourage the kind of circumvention or daisy-chaining that was attempted in Lane County and it
should not erode the bedrock principle behind the open meetings law, which is that decisions of
governing bodies be arrived at openly.

Good people make mistakes. That’s what happened in Lane County. But you shouldn’t change
the law to accommodate it when they do.

Sincerely,

Sal Peralta
Secretary, Independent Party of Oregon
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NEWS-REGISTER EDITORIALS

Bill would trample on
public’s right to know

After a jodge fined Lane Coonty
Cormmisgioness Pete Sorenson and Rob
Handy S30,0000 cach for willful, egregions
violations of Oregon’s pablic mestings law
in 2011, Handy anncanced, “And T am
ready to consider what we may do in
responas o this mliling. W start that discus-
alon today™

That remark seemed to pop into cleaner
focus this weck when HE 3513, infmo-
doced b & member of the Tane County
delegation, came up for a hearing in the
Hoense Rules Committes. The bill would
do great damage to Oregon's 4l-year-old,
Watergate-ingpired public mectings law, in
thie process aeerming to legalizne shensanigans
alrmilar to what the jndze found offansive.

One of the defenses offered af trial
was lack of familiarity with the law, ot
Sorenson is an atvormey who rose to the rank
of assistant minonty leader in the Cregon
Senate in dhe 19908, Whats moee, he'd
boen wamed by an independent-minded
county counae] previoushy, te court noted.

Tt seema the comrniggioness, bodh still in
office, wanted to fund aszistants for them-
aclves and their throe collcagues, And they
wanted to do it throagh the back doorn, aavay
fromy public scnifing,

Tn the guise of a series of "Book Chb™
mectings, they went ao far &5 to acoeally
tally wotes on varons clements, determin-
ing which wonld gamer six votes on the
[ (-member budget committee. They fonnd
ways to condnet those deliberations toraard
a decision withont ever having an achaal
quoiwm present, apparcitly thinking that
woald keep ther safio,

Clircwic Judge Michael Gilleapic called

News-Register
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Mssie Bladine Gary Everingham
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the cxesciae a sham. He wvote in a 44-page
ruling, "Tt was orchestrated desam to the
tirning amd mannes of the vote o aaoid any
pubic discussion”

HE 3513 scoma to cnconrage this sont
of slulldugeery as well as ontold simi-
lar mischicf. And tw their shame, bhoth
the Association of Cwegon Counties and
League of Oregon Cities have signaled
SOOI,

Thie bl wronald require puhlic delibsration
anhy an matters of “badget, fiscal or polics,”
lemwing it to officials to define those terma
in their oem way, It's unchear which matters
thiz mew language secks o cxchide from
QT mectings.

Tt would cxemipt fact-gathering activities,
alao subject to broad and imaginative inter-
pretation, serving oo overmm Cregonian
Puhlighing Co. v Ciregon State Board of
Parcle, along the way., That saounds like an
imFitation to avoid the pesky picsa simply
by declaring yon are limiting yourself w a
face-finding cmercise. And with the press not
preszit, who would ever be able o miggest
otherwiae?

Mew language abowt quonuns, again with
s clarity of definition, could encowrage the
kind of "daisy-chaining”™ decizion-making
condernned in the Engene case,

A previcns Legislabue declared: "The
Oregon form of govemiment requircs an
infoemed poblic aware of the deliberations
and decigions of governing bodies and the
information upon which such decigions
were made. Tt is the intent of ORS 192610
to | F25H) that deciséons of goveming bod-
ics be arvved at openh

Those are wize words. Let's hoed tham,

Viewpointa ls published each Fri
dsy a3 an opsn marketplace for
ldess and opinlons about 3suas
of Importance to our readers.
Unalgned editorsals are s joint effort
of the newspapars editordal staff.
Other aplnions expreseed ars those
of the bylined writer or cartoonlst,
and do not necesssrly represent
the apinlon of Mews-Reglster own-
&rE of employess.
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