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JOINT WAYS AND MEANS SUBCOMMITTEE ON EDUCATION
Testimony on HB 3231 A and Clarifying Amendments — May 22, 2013
William Thomas, Washington County Department of Health and Human Services

Co-Chair Komp, Co-Chair Monroe and Members of the Committee:

For the record, my name is William Thomas and I live in House District 43. I am testifying on
behalf of the Washington County Department of Health and Human Services and Commission
on Children and Families related to HB 3231 A and clarifying amendments to HB 3231 A.

1. We urge the Subcommittee on Education to schedule a hearing and work session on HB
2392 A and to support its passage. HB 2392 A would establish needed legislative direction
and mandates for the Youth Development Division (YDD) established through HB 3231 A.
Without passage of HB 2392 A, there is insufficient direction to shape implementation of a
new statewide Youth Development System for school-age children and youth and inadequate
transition planning for funding community-based services until this new system is in place.

2. We believe there needs to a thoughtful design for, and public involvement in designing,
transformation of the current Youth Development System’s partnership among state,
county -and tribal governments for funding services to school-age children and youth.
For that reason, we urge the Subcommittee to adopt an amendment to HB 3231, in the event
HB 2392 is not passed, directing the Youth Development Council (YDC) and the YDD: a) to
develop a report and strategic plan for designing a unified Youth Development System that
supports academic success, reduces criminal involvement and is integrated, measurable and
accountable; and b) to submit this plan by February 2014 for approval by the Legislature and
implementation during the second year of the biennium. While there was testimony at the
February 13 hearing on HB 2392 that the YDC has been working on a Strategic Action Plan,
during the past year no strategic plan for transforming the Youth Development System been
distributed to counties, tribes and other stakeholders, nor posted on the YDC’s website, nor
publically debated, discussed or adopted at three public meetings the YDC held in FY 12-13,

3. We believe that, during the transition to this new Youth Development System, it is
essential to ensure that effective, community-based services, which meet the goals of
supporting academic success and reducing criminal involvement, continue to be funded |
and provided to school-age children through youth 20 years. For that reason, we also urge
the Subcommittee to adopt an amendment to HB 3231 A that directs the YDD to continue
funding for delivery of youth development services through intergovernmental agreements
with counties and tribes, commencing July 1, 2013 until implementation of the new Youth
Development System has been approved by the Legislature. This amendment would prevent
disruptions in effective, community-based local services, including for 14,472 7-18+ children
and youth in Washington County who have been served by blending and braiding Title XX
Youth Investment funds through performance-based contracts with demonstrated outcomes.
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