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On July 24 "i* g mpaoy moved to the LOp of SC S iaRiL P_LDSE}J soubh o

mission of loeating and contaching a FIB 'D"EWGUH: suspos
"L" Goupeny om SCOUT RIDGRE, and to tale over "I Compay
of = line exbending dus cast of BOISIa

$s misSston 395}‘!‘33

79, The situation of the 3d Batbalion for the ensuing deys Bes as

follows:

The 8lmm morbars wore established near the n Hg OB the nm}l—
esstern e&ge of BOTSI from vhere they delivered sporadic harrassing 110
fire and Fired on Gargets of opportuniky in conjunction with tho artillery
e ne Pl"tGOB of TEGYs was attsched $0 "I" Company snd one sectiom d o

efense of the bsach under batbalion control. : e
YL" Company esteblished a perimeter d.ue cest of BOISI on SCOUT mg
(ne platoon was pushed out south towards 3. TAFBU. This platoon en-
countered s Japemese fighting patroel advahumg northwards on Ghe ScoUT
HILL TRAILe The platoon leader exhibited great sk3ll dn handllﬁg }-113
men, dlSPﬁrsed the Japanese patrol, and continued wtil ‘halbsed e
superior force of Japancss woll es-habllshed aewéss the trails.
The platoon sstablished a perimeter and thersafter cor d harra
ing metivities against the Jap posibion Bo suah 2 éer-ﬁrem ‘khas;& .‘i’
B5gressiveness aga_ms{; it scon oeased. o ST D
~ During one engagement a Japansse officer was Ell __
sor was found 8 mep -—).ml'ﬂ5 afl gmr gybllzsry P(}a‘ﬁ’ﬂ_‘i 5
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-of TAMAU BAYs A% 1500 howrs Copne Force directed

‘TAMBU BAY. 2

moved into TAMEY BAY snd set up defensive positionss
, and a battery of CA(SA)

‘but no casunltios were suffered.

 Gompany on the right and "L'

~ Gompany (Coans Ferco

ig July "I" and "I" dompenies moved oub cerr O GAYE racicis
::ofzhm} At of firca Infofr?uﬁion Prom the PIB that theso 1mi“-7=;d nguuil‘;d‘aa i iy
Mugred 1.011‘ initial objective by 170C hours proved erronsout, & Hagihen
s worroin and the fachk that there proved to be 1o sogret tre % s
u:’y‘? wWore reguired, By this time rations were almost gones Mony of the
Ii!‘\en 8 shoes were wnserviceable, and "I" Company wns still o doy*s ?-%rm
J;;m its objectives WM C ompeny moved forward the mmmg‘ﬂf;he o
th Yo it whon it became eviden®t that the other units gould nob Tem
eir desbinationa "K" Compeny was held in 2 forward nssembly a¥ee a0

ying &

" inity of 784906, .
: hrough use °f 8

Plans were completed and orders issued by phone ©
Prearranged sode and jump off time for Uy Company BE
July,

It is worth noting th of most diffioult berra
Battelion Ccmmica‘tign Sgtjinﬁif-;orieg the zixzeax'ly jmpossible task of
keoping 110 wirs up with all wnite then end through The entire compelens
76« On the morin et sohedule ond suecoSs=
fully lmocked out gﬂ;foggagglﬂacﬁmg?ﬁ? %gginznfoux Jopse They Shen
‘gonfinued with thoir missim snd reached the south odge of BOISI Villoge
about 1400 hourse The sdvanco combinued, snd when tho adyenco guet d had
noorly passod hrough the village and the remainder of the compaiy Wes
Jjust entering the Japs oponed up with hesvy mortars snd artillery from
ROOSEVELT RIDGE abowk 1500 yords distant. In spite of the heavy fire
splondid work on the pert of the Company Commander, though seriously
wounded himself, prevented excessive casualbties. Artillery fire from
COCHRAN Beaeh was immedintely employed and enemy gZuns silenceds "K'
Compony reorganized and dug in on the south edge of the village« The Bn
GO with forward CP persamel moved forward and set wp on the south sice

the Pn CO Lo move "I"

1y worn ouk from bwo
renched the swamp

+ gt 0700 hougs 20

in the

and "L Compsnies into TAMBU BAYs Though complete
days of forced marching, those wmits moved at once end
‘south of BOISI by 2100 hourse

wition, wenpons and the AT Co

Supplies, eonsisfing of rations,
were moved in by LCVfs the night of 20/21 July and landed south cf

77 The following day the Bettalion under cover of artillery fire
Cals50 MG's and
3%m AT gune were installed as beach defense
Bofors ond twin ¢50fs were set upe Shore parby of JAnphibiows Enginecers
ostablished beach landing positions, snd the night of 21 July supplies
were wnlonded at BOISI Villages S
Japanese machine guns and morbers fired on boats and beach parfics,

78. Wight of 21 July Pn CO prepared plans and issued orders fer attack
up ROOSEVELT RIDGEe “The attaok starbed 0700 hours 22 July with "k*
righ Company on the left, "I' Company im re=
serves Artillery fired gongentrations prior o jump off. Compeny b T
mortars emplaced north of BOISI prepared ta support the abtacke "FU
reserve) had been ordered to patrol artillery i
¢ Hq eb COANE and COCHRAN beachess =
SEVELT RI  The sides of the

he
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DLUARTERS
FORCES IN THE FAR BAST

SEFESAT. CHDERS
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Hoocnllo--lusz

) Section
DISTINGUISHED-SERVICE CROSS-=Award.cecconassssnsee I

* * *

oy

provisions of the act of Congre

1. DISTINGUISHED=SERVICZ CROSS. 3By girection of the President, under the
cs apnroved 9 July 1915 (Bulletin Ho. 43, WD, .
1218), the Distinguished-Service nrose is awarded by the Commanding General, TUnited

i

3
States Army Forces in the Far East, to the following named enlisted man:

Sergeant I&

extraordinary heroiss in action near Doise, Hew Guinea, on 25 July 1943
infantry company encountered a iarge enemy force in a well-organized pe

and took a estand on top of a ridge %o hold the ground gained until reinforcements

arrived, Sergeant Deitt voluntarily carried amrunition and grenades to

besieged force, despite the foct that the enemy, following an srtillery barrage,

hed launched a machine =un attacke e found two wounded men 1in a nosit

jacent %o the att-cred ares, snd affer aiding in evacuating them, returned to

prevent a possible enemy hreak-througi. Lnemy troops were nessed 1in a
Five yards from

s nosition, e directed avtomatic refle fire at the

hi
nosition until his smunition was exhausted, tuen seized a submachine gun and
se

stood fully exposed on the brirnk of the zully, firing with deadly accur
inflicting heszvy cas
&

i e
he threw his remaining grerades. 51

stalled an enemy break=throuzh and nrevented heavier casualties and pos

of the position.
Uome address: Ir, Leonard D. Deiltt (father), Box 267, Olympia, Hashin

* ; * *

FEXD 200.6

Py command of Genersl iTacARTUUR:
R, K. SUTHERLARD,
CGEICIAL: ) Lieutenant General, Tnited S
* Chief of Staff.
/s/ L. 5. Ostrander
L. 8. OST:iANDER,
Brigadier Generzl, B B droy,
Adiutant Gensral.

ERTIFISD TRUE EXTR0T gofis
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: . AP.O, 501
s BELTRALT - 12 June 1944

“ARD G. DelITT, (20933467), Infentry, United States Army, For

alties on the enemy, “hen this ammunition was also exhausted,
ip-ing over the edge of the gully and
collidins with an enemy scldier, he threw his helmet, injuring the soldier and
demoralizinz enemy itroops in the vieinity. 2y his daring, Sergeant Dexitt fore- = ]
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tr, 1624 Inf ,!,.file 210.5, subj: "Recomwendation for Award of Decoration® .
tad ' : o

BASIC: 1L
d

AG 201-DeTitt, Leonard C. 3d Ind, ' .8
(9 bar A4)45-PA :
GEIERAL HEADUUARTERS, UKITED STATES ARMY FORCES, PACIFIC, APO 500, 11 August 1945,
TC: The Adjutant General, Tashingten 25, D, C.

ttention ie invited to award of the Distingzuished Service Cross announced
in General Orders lo. 52, Headquarters, United States Army Forces in the Far Hast,

deted 12 June 1944, certified true extract copy attached, which was awarded on the
bzsis of this recommendation for awzrd of the iiedal of Homor,

For the Commander-in=-Chief:

<

L 3. RO, ]
Colonel, A4.G.D.,
5 Incls: , Asst, Adjutant General.
Incl 1 to 4 - n/e
ADDED =
Incl 5 = Certified True Extract

Copy of 50 52, Hg, USAFFE,

dté 12 Jun 44.
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RESTRIGIED
-'-'ﬁ-w”—?

HEADQUARTERS )
UNITED STATES ERFY FORCES IN THE FAR EAST
GENERAL ORDERS ) - - .~ T S T A.P.0Q. 501
T LT N R 12 June 1944
2 T . 3 U URRECT S S _
~ Section
DISTINGUISHED-SERVICE CROSS—-Award............. I
LEGION (F MERIT==AWAYdS....-.:rceseeseceessocss 1L
SILVER STAR--AWards...... araEa e B o & wreseevmiase wsg g Salbd

I. DISTINGUISHED-SERVICE CROSS. By direction of the President,
under the provisions of the act of Congress approved 9 July 1918
(Bulletin No. 43, WD, 1918), the Distinguished-Service Cross is awarded
by the Coamanding General, United States Army Forces in the Far East, to
the following named enli:ted mans

Y 7- (R B

——— N B .
-Sargeant LEGNARD C. DeWITT, (20933467), Infantry, Unlted Statas Army

For -extrasrdinary heroism-in: action:near Boise,- New: Guinea, on:28 July

1943. When an infantry company encountered a large enemy force.in a, well-
organized perimeter and.took a:stand en top of a ridge to hold:.the. ground
gained until reinforcements arrived, .Sergeant DeWith.voluntarily cerried-
ammunition and grenedes.to the besieged. force, despite the fact that the
enemy, following'an artillery barrage, had launched -a machine gun attack.

He found two wounded men in & position adjacent.to:the attacked area,

and after aiding in evacuatlng them, ~returned to prevent a possible ;
enemy break~through. " Enemy tiocops were massed in a gully only five yards
from his position. He directed automatic rifle fire at the enemy position
until his ammnitiom was exhausted, then seized a submachine gun and siood
fully exposed on the brink of the gully, firing with deadly accuracy and
inflicting heavy-casualties on the,enemy. When this ammunition was alse
exhausted, he threw his remaining grenades. Slipping over the edge of .
the gully and colliding with an enemy soldier,.he threw-his helmet, injuring
the soldier and demoralizing cnemy troops in the vicinity., By his daring,
Sergeant DeWitt ferestalled an enemy break-through and prevented heavier
cacualties and possible loss of the position.

Home address: Mr. Iconard D. DeWitt (fathor), Box 967, Olympia, Washington.

II. LEGION OF MERIT. By direction'of the President, under the pro-
visions of the act of Congress approved 20 July 1942 (Sec. III, Bull. 40,
WD, 1942), and Executivc Order No., 9260, 29 October 1942 (Seec. I, Bull. 54,
WD, .1942), the Legion of Morit is awarded by the Commanding General, United
States Army Forcoes. in. tho Far Eaat, to the following named officcrs and
enlisted man: - ooty 2 .

Major BARRON-0, HOUSEL; JR.; (0310190), Air Corps, United States Army.
For exceptlonally moritorious conductxln the performance of outstanding
services in tho Southwest: Pacific area from 29 April 1942 to 20 March 1944.
Home address: 1715 Huntington Avenue, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. N

Tochnical Sergeant ROBERT D, wa (39162821), Air Corps, United Stah
Army For exooptionnlly-meritorioua conduct in the performance of outstan.
. - 1 s 1 o -

i TRICTED.




201-DeWitt, Leonard C. (enl) 1st Ind. . HHF/o1
HQ A1ST INF DIV, APO 41, 14 March 194h.
To: The Commanding General, USAFFE, APO 501.

Thru: The Commanding General, Sixth army, APO 442.

1. approved.
_ S
2. 4&lthough supporting affidavits and certificates are somewhat
contradictory, 1 believe that Sergeant DeVitt did on this occasion obviously
exceed the call of duty in his extraordinary heroism and gallantry under fire.
Through his determined resistance to the enemy attack at great risk to his own
life he saved his company's position, and prevented many casualties. In an >
action in which the best was demanded of every man, Sergeant DeWitt stood out ("
above his comrades and clearly distinguished himself. AR
3, It is believed that lst Sergeant Robert U. Hudson; 20933483,
attending Officer Candidate School at APO 923, may be able to add additional
eyewitness testimony in support of this recommendation.

E. 7/7’%

H. H. Fuller,

Major General, U. S. army,
Commanding.

3 Incls: :




