Health Care

forMOregon

Oregon needs a health care study -
Now we have the chance to get one: HB 3260!

Keep health care reform in Oregon alive and well. Take action NOW.

The Oregon House Health Care Committee will consider a study of health care
financing options in Oregon. Fifteen other states and the federal government already
completed over 25 studies, but not Oregon. Oregon needs this study if it ever wants to
achieve effective health care reform.

HB 3260 is sponsored by state Representatives Michael Dembrow and Jennifer
Williamson and by Senators Chip Shields and Laurie Monnes Anderson. The House
hearing is April 5th; a Senate hearing is not yet scheduled.

If this bill passes, the Oregon Health Authority will supervise a study comparing at
least four options for health care financing:

1. Implementing the Affordable Care Act without modification,
2. Adding a public option in the state insurance exchange,

3. Statewide single payer health care, and...

4. “Other.”

The bill directs the OHA to “solicit gifts, grants and other funds from public and
private sources” to pay for the study.

Please read the bill and take action. Check as many boxes as you can:

[ X] We enthusiastically endorse HB 3260, Oregon’s health care financing study.

[ 1 We are unable to endorse specific bills, but we enthusiastically endorse a
study of Oregon’s health care financing alternatives.

[ 1 Wewant to testify at the HB 3260 hearing on April 5th, if possible.

Please send this form and your replies back to HCAO: info@hcao.org.

Don’t forget to visit, call, or write your state representative and senator. Tell them
you want HB 3260 passed and you want it NOW.

Signed: ___Joseph Santos-Lyons Position Executive Director

Organization: ___APANO Date:_March 18, 2013 _

Address: _240 N Broadway, Ste 215. Portland OR Zip 97227
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The Honorable Representative Dembrow
The Honorable Representative Greenlick
Oregon State Legislature

900 Court St. NE

H-278 State Capitol

Salem, OR 97301

Dear Representatives Dembrow and Greenlick:

I am writing in support of a study of Oregon’s health care financing options.
Sound health policy needs to be based on comprehensive and reliable
information. The knowledge gained from the studies outlined in HB 3260
will contribute greatly to the development of health policy here in Oregon.
The Oregon Health Authority stands ready to carry out this important work
should the legislation pass.

As you debate and work this bill, there is one minor administrative item I
would like to draw your attention to. As currently conceived, HB3260
appears to require the Oregon Health Authority to solicit sufficient funds to
do this work. If the legislature is unable to fund the study, I think it more
appropriate to allow us to solicit outside funders and to do the study if we
obtain the necessary funds, rather than require us to find sufficient outside
funds, as I cannot provide assurance that we will be successful in finding the
necessary funding.

Sincerely,

Bruce Goldbel
Director



The Future of Health Care in Oregon

A statement as part of the testimony on HB 3260 for Oregon State
House Health Care Committee

Prepared by: Chunhuei Chi, MPH, Sc.D., Associate Professor and
Coordinator of International Health Program, College of Public Health

and Human Sciences, Oregon State University
With assistance from Aurora VanGarde, Rebecca Schoon, and Carla Alvarado, all
are graduate students in Public Health at Oregon State University

April 5, 2013

A society’s health care system is an integral part of its social institution, rather than
merely a service system organized either by the government or free market. As such,
a society’s health care system reflects the nature and characteristics of its people. If
we treat our health care system as our social institution, we would want this system
to represent our values, compassion, and caring capacity for the sick and
unfortunate.

For centuries we have treated our health care system as a free market enterprise
where individuals access health care services according to one’s means. That leaves
out those who do not have adequate means with inadequate or no access to health
care services. In 2011, there were 22.1% uninsured among Oregonians age 18 to 64.
Besides causing inadequate access to health care, our current system also
contributes to both high costs and waste in health care service spending. Between
1999 and 2010, while average wage increased 42%, health insurance premium for
family coverage increased 138%. [Commonwealth Fund 2011] This continuing widening
gap between health care costs and wage increase is unsustainable, which is also
strong evidence that our current system is failing us. Further, despite being the most
expensive health care system in the World, U.S. ranked near or at the bottom among
Organization of Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) nations in most
indicators of health care access or outcome. For example, when sick or needing
medical attention, only 43% of U.S. adults were able to have same or next day
appointment, while 80% of Dutch, 71% of New Zealanders, 62% of French and 61% of
British have such access. All these nations have government funded universal health
care. [Commonwealth Fund 2011] In 2009 the U.S. spent $531.5 per capita on health
insurance administration, while Japan spent only $53.6. [Commonwealth Fund 2011] As
for health care outcome, in a comparison of mortality amenable to health care
among 16 OECD countries, U.S. ranked at the bottom with a statistic of 96 per
100,000 deaths amenable to health care in 2005-2006, compared with 55 for France
and 60 for Italy. [Commonwealth Fund 2011]

All of these indicators suggests that our current system is the most expensive and the
most inefficient and inequitable health care system among OECD nations. Not
something we can feel proud of, or to reflect the characters of our people and



society. There is little doubt that we are urgently in need of significantly reforming
our health care system. The question is to which system shall our health care system
transforms into.

As a health policy professor at Oregon State University, | urge the House Committee
on Health Care to consider and advance HB3260. While the Affordable Care Act (ACA)
attempts to mitigate some of those problems described above, it is widely
acknowledged to provide only a patchwork of solutions that leaves more
fundamental structural problems intact. These problems are complex, yet critical to
the well-being of our state and nation. National health expenditures consume 18% of
GDP and are only projected to rise. These financial pressures exist alongside
innumerable testimonies of individuals and families whose lives have been negatively
impacted by a system that has failed to provide the opportunity for affordable care.
The myriad burdens within our current system that will remain even after full
implementation of the ACA warrant a commitment to thoroughly exploring potential
solutions. HB3260 represents the type of tangible research that is needed to allow
policy-makers to weigh various approaches to these pressing challenges. This
information-gathering will critically illuminate strengths and weaknesses across a
spectrum of various courses, thereby enabling legislators to fulfill their mandate of
governing in the best interest of their constituents.

The ACA reforms are characterized by a piecemeal approach of subsidies and taxes
that fail to establish a comprehensive system of cost containment, while neglecting
more core issues of health system financing that profoundly impact overall system
costs. While the insurance mandate will expand the number of people in insurance
risk pools, the segmented nature of our health insurance system will continue to be
problematic. High costs associated with the fragmented system will remain,
including administrative demands, costs of negotiating rate setting, marketing, and
more. The cost-shifting that characterizes this fragmentation will continue to
obscure the financial burdens throughout the system and impede needed systemic
improvements. Of special concern, the ability of insurance companies to segment
members by risk through offering plans of different coverage will continue to lead to
those with the highest need for medical care paying significantly more for their care.
As long as there is differentiation in risk pools within and beyond the Exchanges,
affordability for those who are less healthy will be a persistent problem. The
Congressional Budget Office maintains that higher-risk groups will likely still incur
higher costs despite risk adjustment. Once the ACA is fully implemented, while
access will be improved, we will still be a long distance from achieving affordable,
quality health care for all. Further, under the ACA, despite the persistence of these
problems negatively impacting access to and financial burden of health care, no one
can be held accountable.

The proposed study will critically enable Oregon’s ability to assertively address the
remaining problems we currently face. Without reliable and rigorous research, these
decisions can only be based on speculation or ideology, coupled with endless debates.
It is vital that we conduct research so that we can ground our policy decisions on
sound data. This is a matter that merits, indeed demands, active investigation.
Without invoking a foundation of reliable research, the resulting inaction will



continue to become the default support for the status quo system. On the other
hand, the established cost projections are capable of incentivizing action.

The good news is that there is significant potential for improvement to be felt.
Analyzing options in our health system financing has the potential to reduce costs for
individuals, businesses and government, while increasing access, and reallocating
resources to improve quality. We will not know how to achieve these goals if we do
not engage in the investigations around various questions. The current system of
health financing not only poses severe budgetary challenges, but is also a question of
the well-being of our families, neighbors and communities. This is a story of fiscal
efficiency, but also of how sickness and health, life and death are distributed in our
society. Health care reform is among the most urgent priorities of our time. Our
current system is fiscally unsustainable and, it can be argued, ethically untenable.

As a health policy professor, | have to believe that the government is a conduit
through which we can engage in deliberative action to improve our society. Moreover,
that this process is characterized by a pursuit of reliable information and community
input that can enable dialogue and build a rational foundation for assessment.
HB3260 directly speaks to the health of our communities and of our fiscal stability -
valid concerns respectively and especially urgent collectively. Oregon is a model for
innovation in health policies, and for creating opportunities for an exceptionally high
quality of life for its residents, including healthy communities. Support for HB3260 is
entirely in keeping with our commitment to well-being and innovation at the state
level to engage evidence-based approaches to address the health care crises we
collectively face. It is also the first step towards promoting a health system that can
improve Oregonians' health in an efficient, equitable and sustainable way; and a
system that reflects the fine character of Oregonians.



RESOLUTION 2013 - 13

Minutes of the April 1, 2013, Corvallis City Council meeting, continued.

A resolution submitted by Councilor Joel Hirsch

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Corvallis believes that every citizen and family in our city,
county, the state of Oregon will benefit from affordable, quality health care, and the City Council believes
that disruptive health care costs to local economies and governments would be reduced thereby; and

WHEREAS, that even with the expected benefits of the federal Affordable Care Act and Oregon’s
Coordinated Care Organizations, healthcare costs are expected to continue to increase; and

WHEREAS, a well designed health care system could relieve businesses and city governments of their
current healthcare costs and result in better access to health care and health outcomes for all residents of our
cities and state; and

WHEREAS, as a major local employer, the City of Corvallis provides health insurance for over 400
employees and their families and has worked for many years to provide cost effective, responsive health care
insurance through an investment in health strategy and partnerships with other employers, and yet has still
experienced rapid increases in health care premiums and expenses; and

WHEREAS, such matters as health care affordability and access ultimately are community issues with local
importance and long-term impacts that strain local government budgets in diverse ways, such as public
safety and school health issues; and

WHEREAS, the Corvallis Vision 2020 Statement references such impacts and sets a community goal for
comprehensive health services that are easily accessible and available to all residents; and

WHEREAS, even those people who have health insurance experience high medical debt, and medical costs
are a frequent cause of filing personal bankruptcy for those that are insured as well as those who lack
insurance; and

WHEREAS, health care reform efforts are aimed at improving access and affordability of health care as well
as transparency of cost and performance information and provider and consumer incentives for wise use of
health care and engagement in wellness and prevention; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Corvallis has a history of supporting single payer health care,
as noted in its 2011 Resolution in support of House Bill 3510 or Senate Bill 888.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORVALLIS RESOLVES that the City
Council, in order to support access for the citizens of Corvallis to higher quality and effective health care,
urges the Oregon state legislature to enact House Bill 3260, which would direct the Oregon legislature to
conduct a study of relative costs and benefits among several health care plan proposals, including:

(a) a publicly financed, privately delivered single-payer system such as used successfully by
most other developed countries,

Page 1 of 2 Resolution — Health Care Reform



(b) the current system in Oregon and the US including P-PACA and Coordinated Care
Organizations created by Oregon’s Health Care Transformation legislation,

a system allowing choice of private versus public insurance, and

(©)

(d) other options to be suggested by the investigator performing the study.

Councilor

i/
iy
I

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the foregoing resolution was adopted, and the Mayor thereupon

declared said resolution to be adopted.

Page 2 of 2 Resolution — Health Care Reform



April 5, 2013

The Multnomah Elders in Action Commission is pleased to announce that it has unanimously
voted to endorse House Bill 3260, which would require the Oregon Health Authority to conduct
a study that would result in a recommendation of the best option for financing health care in the
state.

As Chair of the Commission, | have been authorized to make that endorsement known to the
public. I invite all those who are interested to visit the Commission’s web site at
www.eldersinaction.org. We hope to be sending out an email soon informing the public about all
of our legislative recommendations.

Steve Weiss
Chairperson
Multnomah Elders in Action Commission


http://www.eldersinaction.org/
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Oregon needs a health care study -
Now we have the chance to get one: HB 3260

Keep health care reform in Oregon alive and well. Take action NOW,

The Oregon House Health Care Committee will congider a study of health care
Jinancing options in Oregon. Fifteen other states and the federal government aiready
conducted over 25 studies, but not Oregon. Oregon needs this study if it ever wants to
achieve effective health care reform.

HB 3260 is sponsored by state Representatives Michael Dembrow and Jennifer Williamson
with two co-sponsors, Senators Chip Shields and Laurie Monnes Anderson. The House
‘hearing is April 5th; the Senate hearing is not yet scheduled.

If this bill passcs, the Oregon Health Authority will supervise a study comparing at least
four options for health care financing:

1. Implementing the Affordable Care Aet without modification,
2. Adding a publie option in the state insurance exchange,

3. Statewide single payer health care, and...

4, “Other.”

This study will be privately funded. There is no cost to taxpayers.

Oregon Small Business Endorsement

Oregon needs a health care cost study. We join the wide spectrum of individuals
and groups who support HB 3260. We call upon our legislators and Governor
Kitzhaber to suppr.:srt HB 3260.

3
Business name: Jéci’, KOUJJM 6@:—[6.{'::5 < Date 2-21-13
Signature: ’D.,e..-.r——-—-—-—*
Address: _ 205 Ecc:fx?"{ahr zip 11850
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Oregon Rural Action P.O. Box 1231 La Grande, Oregon 97850



A4/B81/2813 B9:401 2B6-784-66021 FEDEX OFFICE A34a PAGE B2

OREGONFUT el
ACTION

Oregon needs a health care study -
Now we have the chance to get one: HB 3260

Keep health care reform in Oregon alive and well. Take action NOW.

The Oregon House Health Care Committee will consider a study of health care
SJinancing options in Oregon. Fiftcen other states and the federal government already
conducted over 25 studies, but not Oregon. Oregon needs this study if it ever wants to
achieve effective health care reform.

HE 3260 is sponsored by state Representatives Michael Dembrow and Jennifer Williamson
with two co-sponsors, Senators Chip Shields and Laurie Monnes Anderson. The House
‘hearing is April 5th; the Senate hearing is not yet scheduled.

If this bill pagses, the Oregon Health Authority will supervise a study comparing at least
four options for health care financing:

1. Implementing the Affordable Care Act without modification,
2. Adding a public option in the state insurance exchange,

3. Btatewide single payer health care, and...

4. “Other.”

This study will be privately funded. There is no cost to taxpayers.

"}
Oregon Small Business Endorsement

Oregon needs a health care cost study. We join the wide spectrum of individuals

and groups who support HB 3260, We call upon our legisiators and Governor

Kitzhaber to support HB 3260,

Busitiess name: LOp/ 05 7@[{.4:—%%,_ Date :3 ;%7_“ 4 3
| v -

Signature; - -"5‘::2?

Ad em 2, ,«7¢dﬂﬁ;¢ ot (/&C””%z’lp T2

Phone: 4/ /~ 663~ 07 - Semail: “.:?jmwé S Vxﬂ/ s/ ha i ff/f—tép'f’ o (e

Qregon Rural Action P.O. Box 1231 La Grande, Oregon 97850



Ad4/A1/2813 A9:01 286-784-6A%Z1 FEDEX OFFICE B340 P&cGE A3

OREGONrusrel
ACTION

Oregon needs a health care study -
Now we have the chance to get one: HB 3260

Keep health care reform in Oregon alive and well. Take action NOW.

The Oregon House Health Care Committee will consider a study of health care

Sfinancing options in Oregon. Fifteen other states and the federal government already
conducted over 25 studies, but not Oregon. Oregon needs this study if it ever wants to
achieve effective health care reform.

HB 3260 is sponsored by state Representatives Michael Dembrow and Jennifer Williamson
with two co-sponsors, SBenators Chip Shields and Laurie Monnes Anderson. The House
‘hearing is April 5t the Senate hearing is not yet scheduled.

If this bill passes, the Oregon Health Authority will supervise a study comparing at least
four options for health care financing:

1. Implementing the Affordable Care Act without modification,
2. Adding a publie option in the state insurance exchange,

3. Statewide single payer health care, and...

4. “Other.”

This study will be privately funded, There is no cost to taxpayers.

Oregon Small Business Endorsement

Oregon needs a health care cost study. We join the wide spectrum of individuals
and groups who support HB 3260. We call upon our legislators and Governor
Kitzhaber to support HB 3260.

Business name; D“@EU‘L MUH{; jﬂuv"rj‘{f’ Date ;i[gZ//E

\',‘ = D

y A Al
Address: tl” o / O Zip 27?5@

Phon&%l )gr( 2-0307  email: MM%M&L@M

Oregon Rural Action P.O. Box 1231 La Grande, Dregon 97850



A4/A1/2813 A9:01 286-784-6A%Z1 FEDEX OFFICE B340 P&GE A4

OREGONFUFexk
ACTION

Oregon needs a health care study -
Now we have the chance to get one: HB 3260

Keep health care reform in Oregon alive and well. Take action NOW.

The Oregon House Health Care Committee will consider a study of health care
Jfinancing options in Oregon. Fifteen other states and the federal sovernment already
conducted over 25 studies, but not Oregon. Oregon needs this study if it ever wants to
achieve effective health care reform.

HB 3260 is sponsored by state Representatives Michael Dembrow and Jennifer Williamson
with two co-sponsors, Senators Chip Shields and Laurie Monnes Anderson. The House
‘hearing Is April 5th; the Senate hearing is not yet scheduled.

If this bill passes, the Oregon Health Authority will supervise a study comparing at least
four options for health care financing:

Implementing the Affordable Care Act without modification,
Adding a public option in the siate insurance exchange,
Statewide single payer health care, and...

“Other.”

bl oS

This study will be privately funded. There is no cost to taxpayers.

Oregon Small Business Endorsement

Oregon needs a health care cost study. We join the wide spectrum of individuals
and groups who support HB 3260. We call upon our legislators and Governor
Kitzhaber to support HB 3260.

Business name: /’/}IIL :E’;[uf_,ﬂrr?’/& Gi/ }i"/V Date 246~ 12
ﬂ —_—

Signature: /M/’/U‘VJ / oL

Address: (124 Adoms Ave ; L Orende, B0 Zip ECOL,

Phonezfz// ?Gj 37 4 email: Aﬁbﬁ/’ﬁéﬁﬁ //C/j;; @2 jﬂﬂm‘/ - Corrn

Oregon Rural Action P.O. Box 1231 La Grande, Oregon 97850



A4/A1/2813 A9:01 286-784-6A%Z1 FEDEX OFFICE B340 P&GE A5

OREGONFUFe2k
ACTION

Oregon needs a health care study -
Now we have the chance to get one: HB 3260

Keep health care reform in Oregon alive and well. Take action NOW.

The Oregon House Health Care Committee will consider a study of health care
financing options in Oregon. Fifteen other states and the federal government already
conducted over 25 studies, but not Oregon. Oregon neceds this study if it ever wants to
achieve effective health care reform.

HB 3260 is sponsored by state Representatives Michael Dembrow and Jennifer Williamson
with two co-sponsors, Senators Chip Shields and Laurie Monnes Anderson, The House
‘hearing is April 5% the Senate hearing is not yet scheduled.

If this bill passes, the Oregon Health Authority will supervise a study comparing at least
four options for health care financing:

Implementing the Affordable Care Act without tnodification,
Adding a public option in the state insurance exchange,
Statewide single payer health care, and...

“Other.”

B0

This study will be privately funded. There is no cost to taxpayers.

___Fﬂmﬁw

Oregon Small Business Endorsement

Oregon needs a health care cost study. We join the wide spectrum of individuals
and groups who support HB 3260. We call upon our legislators and Governor
Kitzhaber to support HB 3260.

Business name: C MW\UY\;'\[’_{ W\Wtwd@ Date H26//12
Signature: ,y/ﬂf&:—m

Address: /(0 [9 Aqgmm) ;‘i\u& Zaéamlq @ zip 17850

Phone(S4DE6> 09D email Loxrvron mmn/l%@@mml-fw—

Oregon Rural Action P.O. Box 1231 La Grande, Oregon 97850



El4a"E’Ilf2E113 a3: 81 286-784-6A%Z1 FEDEX OFFICE

g

M aleh Care
Dregon

Dregon neede o hoatth euee stwdy -
Nermr v e the clinnoe o getome: BE 32601

WM‘{# ‘nmwmmm perftverm o Grrmp e Al v, Tk st dom, RO,

ﬁMﬁﬂW wum m MM
emrhpted iy o

W TL gt e, wirhe Mg i, Sl T s »faeif

W T T it o,

h ix iad Sl T Ta Bmﬂrwm TH- Wmme
ueoorbng, b ApeT Bt ":WHM*“ Fameiu in e mrn

Mo,

B indin S8 wvpmatn, sl Chrmepngr: Finmitely Anavioentioy wellE mintmrvier: m Au2IIG Amorepmeemns oo
Jemptt: thoeir qmm e Powin T Mmmm

fa imeolremtivie S o i Core et et wdfBentim,
3 Aretelieny.o. el aprthoe e, 25 wrsiie Testiay e,
It P et WG e, e

ey

Thnr 4L ribrtm t!w &.)H,r'l. Aun, vt it [Ernmte. el it g fromm ﬁn%ﬂ mard
Jertsr sy e i b -g\vw RU R

Mmmemm

 frtt werhed Sandoer oredderer ises Keogie KTy, B U

l;, f! Wit emnantinntionthy oot FRY OG0 D s Bt s ﬁﬂmmﬂ@mm}g{

T b We s anabi koot speedfe iy, & gl R R
Ty af S Rty s faan ol st

FF W oot tar mpntbie vt e FUE TR0 froeiciongg o Angl B, 6 proanitin.

Tl bl fyme Ty Mmj,_'qﬂw.‘r peptien track vy FROATHE ‘M’Wﬁﬁw!ﬁﬁm‘*

ey Fearpan er *ﬂ.ﬁil. i, o ety vy mnw- wwwml'm Arre! wpmemianr, Tl th
ik 1 pos

S L
iy |

At

'"ﬂ.a-ff!ﬁw :,Iﬁ‘ i

RS LA [J:U,I'J“i sk ﬁ‘ﬂ*\"’l L ‘}
LY .

B340

P&GE A&



Support for HB 3260 from Jeff Cogen, Chair of the Multnomah Board of County
Commissioners. He speaks as individual, not for the Board.

From: Jeff Cogen [jeff.cogen@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, March 11, 2013 2:24 PM

To: s@samuelmetz.com
Subject: Re: a study of health care alternatives in Oregon
Hi Sam,

Our Board has already adopted our legislative agenda and did not identify HB 3260 for
inclusion on it, so the full board won't weigh in. That said, I think this makes a lot of
sense, so I'm happy to weigh in in support. I have a conflict on my schedule on April
Sth which I will try to move, but in any event will send in a letter in support.

Thanks for highlighting this for me.

Jeff



ILE |[MAIN STREET

Alliance of Oregon

a big vision for small business

April 5, 2013

To: Oregon State Legislators
From: Main Street Alliance of Oregon
Re: Support of HB 3260

Main Street Alliance of Oregon, a network of over 1200 small business owners throughout
Oregon, supports HB 3260, which would allow the Oregon Health Authority to conduct a study
or contract with a third party to study options for efficient spending on healthcare in Oregon.

In a recent poll of rural Oregon small business owners we learned that 86% of those surveyed do
not supply health insurance for their employees. Many cite rising costs as why, even if they
formerly provided health insurance, they do not now.

Because of the increasing costs of healthcare to the state, we must look at all financing options
to provide the best care for Oregonians. A number of studies such as the one proposed in this
bill have been conducted nationally and in other states. None, however, address the specific
issue of their effects on Oregon patients, Oregon’s economy, or Oregon’s physicians and
providers. With Oregon spending $30 billion annually on health care, it is important that we use
the money in a financially prudent way, and get the best bang for our bucks.

Oregon, in initiatives like Cover Oregon and the Coordinated Care Organizations, has shown we
are willing to take pioneering steps to confront challenges other states continue to shirk. We
believe that this bill will not only give legislators smart options to deal with what is becoming a
huge portion of state’s budget, but also promote healthier communities for tomorrow.

This study will cost taxpayers little but can potentially save them millions of dollars in health
care spending in years to come. It may even save many of their lives and the lives of their family
members.

We urge you to vote yes on HB 3260.

Yours respectfully,

géw Mo — ok S folloakoct.

Jim Houser, co-chair Mark Kellenbeck, co-chair
Hawthorne Auto Clinic, Portland BrainJoy LLC, Medford

Main Street Alliance of Oregon, 126 NE Alberta St. Suite 202, Portland, OR 97211



28696 S. Cramer Rd.

NOR HWOODS Molalla, OR 97038

Ph:(503) 651-3737 FAX: (503) 651-3882

NURSERY sales@northwoodsnursery.com

April 5,2013

To: Oregon House Health Care Committee
From: Jim Gilbert, owner, Northwoods Nursery
Re: Support for HB 3260

Chair Greenlich and committee members,

My name is Jim Gilbert, owner of Northwoods Nursery in Molalla and member of the
Statewide Leadership Circle of Main Street Alliance of Oregon.

| would like to express my support, and the support of the Main Street Alliance of
Oregon, for House Bill 3260, which would allow the Oregon Health Authority to
conduct a study or contract with a third party to study options for efficiently providing
healthcare to all Oregonians.

My nursery business in south Clackamas County employs about 35 full-time
employees, whose health is very important to us. For many years we have paid for
health insurance for our employees, a cost to our business that increases significantly
every year. Because of the increasing costs of healthcare to Oregon businesses like
ours, it is important that we look at all options to provide the best care for our
employees and all Oregon residents.

A number of studies such as the one proposed have been conducted nationally and in
other states. None, however, address the specific issue of their effects on Oregon
patients, Oregon’s economy, or Oregon’s physicians and providers. With Oregon
spending $30 billion annually on health care, it is important that we use our money
efficiently and effectively.

Innovation is a hallmark of our state and we have shown that we are willing to
confront challenges that other states avoid. This legislation not only will give legislators
smart options to deal with what is becoming a huge portion of the state’s budget, but
will also promote healthier communities for our future. This study costs taxpayers little
but can potentially save Oregonians millions of dollars in future health care spending.

We urge you to vote yes on HB 3260.

Thank you.
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April 3, 2013

Dear Members of the House Health Care Committee:

| am writing to support HB 3260, legislation that authorizes the Oregon
Health Authority to study options for financing health care delivery in
Oregon, including a single-payer system.

As Oregon’s only comprehensive academic health center, we believe
there is significant opportunity to reduce costs and improve outcomes
through rigorous analysis of what works —and what doesn’t —in health
care policy and practice. Some of the potential benefits of single payer
are readily apparent — reducing overhead expense, eliminating
uninsurance — but there are challenges as well. A thorough study should
be conducted to bring all relevant issues to light. As a public institution
committed to health care reform, OHSU has the resources in evidence-
based policy and practice and health systems effectiveness to contribute
expertise to this process if requested.

At this moment, the eyes of the nation are on Oregon for our innovative
approach to health reform embodied in Health Care Transformation. We
should continue to provide health care policy leadership for the country
by closely studying a single-payer system for its applicability to Oregon. |
encourage your support for HB 3260.

Joseph E. Robertson, M.D., M.B.A.
President



OREGON MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

MEMORANDUM

To:  Rep. Mitch Greenlick, Chair, House Health Care Committee
Rep. Alissa Keny-Guyer, Vice-Chair, House Health Care Committee
Rep. Jim Thompson, Vice-Chair, House Health Care Committee
Members of the Committee

From: Bryan Boehringer, OMA Government Affairs
Courtni Dresser, OMA Government Affairs

Date: April 5,2013

Re:  Support for HB 3260

The OMA supports HB 3260 as a natural next step in Oregon’s health care transformation. This bill
requires that the OHA conduct a study to recommend the best option for financing health care in the
state through the examination of at least four financing options.

In light of the many concurrent reforms happening at both the Federal and state level, conducting a
comparative health care financing study of existing and new financing strategies makes sense. The
results of this study could serve to strengthen the existing CCO system and ongoing efforts of Cover
Oregon as well as identify other innovative strategies to provide cost-effective care to all Oregonians.
Oregon

The OMA believes that this study should be a robust and well-funded assessment. A comparative
analysis of the four options (or more) as included in the bill will make the survey robust The OMA is
concerned, however, that without unbiased funders the survey results will not give Oregon viable
financing options for cost-effective health care. The OMA would caution the committee and the OHA
to consider how grants, gifts and other funds are solicited and accepted for this study.

The OMA encourages the committee to support HB 3260 and ensure that the study is not only robust
but also and well and appropriately funded so that it achieves an unbiased analysis of health care
financing options that best serve all Oregonians.

The Oregon Medical Association is an organization of over 8,100 physicians, physician assistants, and medical
students organized to serve and support physicians in their efforts to improve the health of Oregonians. Additional
information can be found at www.theOMA.org.

11740 SW 68" Parkway, Suite 100
Portland, Oregon 97223-9038
phone 503.619.8000

fox 503.619.0609

theOMA.org SERVING AND SUPPORTING PHYSICIANS IN THEIR EFFORTS TO IMPROVE THE HEALTH OF OREGONIANS



Oregon
Nurses
Association

Testimony in Support of HB 3260
April 5, 2013
Carole Most RNc, MN, WHCNP

Chairs Greenlick and members of the committee:

Thank you for accepting my written testimony on ddébf the Oregon Nurses Association (ONA) in
support of HB 3260.

My name is Carole Most. | have been a nurse for 88eyears. Much of that time | have worked as a
Women'’s Health Care Nurse Practitioner. Most ofMi/career was spent at the Department of
Veterans Affairs Portland Medical Center, whereaswwhe Women Veterans Program Manager. | am
mostly retired now, but for the past three yedrave worked on call for the Marion County Health
Department. | have been an ONA member since 18d@8 am currently the ONA liaison to the
Health Care for All Oregon statewide coalition.

ONA represents over 13,000 registered nurses, addgoractice nurses, and nursing students in the
state of Oregon. Not only do nurses make up tlgedrsector of the health care workforce, year afte
year nurses are voted as the profession mostdrbgtéhe American public according to the Gallup
poll and their opinion is valued on providing affable healthcare to all.

ONA joins the American Nurses Association in supjdia comprehensive single payer health care
system. ONA recognizes the extraordinary progresshas occurred as a result of the Affordable Care
Act and Oregon’s health care delivery transfornradiad wants to continue to build upon the progress
we’ve made to ensure each and every Oregonianelaasiess access to quality health care services.
HB 3260 directs the Oregon Health Authority to cocica study comparing four types of financial
structures and report their findings back to tlggslature. This will ensure the legislature wilMeahe
information necessary to determine the best negpissior Oregon’s health care transformation efforts

The US spends an average of twice as much on hesakper person as other western countries and
we are the only industrialized country that doessprovide universal coverage. | believe that healt
care is a basic human right and key componentlofiding community. 1 also know that we must
have adequate financing in order to provide hezdtie for all.

Despite the commitment of every nurse and health geovider to provide the best possible care to
every Oregonian, it's simply not possible until gv®regonian has stable, continuous health care
coverage and access. Even after Oregon’s Medig@@nsion occurring as a result of the Affordable
Care Act, many Oregonians will not have adequagdtihnénsurance to access the services they need to
stay healthy. Nurses are on the frontlines of Onégbealth care system. As such we are in a unique
position in that we have first-hand knowledge & #ffects of the health care crisis and the stegygl
uninsured Oregonians face in seeking the carertaeg. I'm thrilled that Oregon on the forefront of
health care transformation, but | also believe limgumost Oregonians is simply not good enough.



The patients | see at the Health Department aen @idbming because they've lost their employment
and thus their health insurance. When they presighta health condition which is not a funded part
of the Health Department’s mission, they’re onlgaerse is the emergency room, urgent care, or a
few limited options in the communitAnd | know, in my nurses’ heart that many of therave and
do not attempt to access care for fear of theaodtother real and perceived barriers.

ONA supports HB 3260 because Oregon’s nurses warfbous to be on helping our patients get
well, not on what insurance plan they have oréf thre they need will be covered. HB 3260 wilphel
Oregon determine the most effective way to fina@oegon’s health care system.

Many of Oregon’s nurses became nurses becausevengyto touch lives, they want to make a
difference, and they want to help keep their fel@regonians healthy and happy. Today, you may
well make that kind of difference for a fellow Ooegan, a neighbor, or perhaps even your own family
member. By voting YES on HB 3640, you have theoopmity to help Oregon build on our
transformation efforts, provide affordable healéinecfor every Oregon resident, but most importantly
please recognize that by voting YES, you might welkaving a life.



Oregon Public Health Association

818 SW Third Avenue, #1201, Portland, OR 97204
www.OregonPublicHealth.org

Oregon Public
Health Association

April 4, 2013

The Oregon Public Health Association (OPHA) supports HB 3260, requiring
the Oregon Health Authority to conduct a study to recommend best
options for financing health care in state.

Fifteen other states and the federal government already completed over
25 studies to address this issue, but Oregon has yet to take a
comprehensive look at options to finance health care in the state. This
study has the possibility to provide information on how Oregon can
achieve an effective, sustainable, and affordable health care delivery
system available to all Oregonians.

Sincerely,

Josie Henderson
Executive Director
jhenderson.opha®gmail.com

OPHA was founded in 1944 by a coalition committed to the promotion of public health in Oregon and
was incorporated as a 501(c)3 charitable nonprofit association in 2000. We are an dffiliate of the
American Public Health Association, the largest association of public health professionals in the
nation. For 68 years, OPHA has been Oregon’s public health leader, bringing together professionals and
volunteers to speak and act for health in Oregon.

Oregon Public Health Association is a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation, tax ID #93 6097025
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OREGONKu ezl
ACTION

Oregon needs a health care study -
Now we have the chance to get one: HB 3260

Keep health care reform in Oregon alive and well. Take action NOW.

The Oregon House Health Care Committee will consider a study of health care
SJinancing options in Oregon. Fifteen other states and the federal government already
conducted over 25 studies, but not Oregon. Oregon needs this atudy if it ever wants {o
achieve effective health care reform.

HB 3260 is sponsored by state Representatives Michael Dembrow and Jennifer Williamson
with two co-sponsors, Senators Chip Shiclds and Laurie Monnes Anderson. The House
‘hearing is April 5t the Senate hearing is not yet scheduled.

If this bill passes, the Oregon Health Authority will supervise a sttidy comparing at least
four options for health care financing:

Implementing the 4ffordable Care Act without modification,
Adding a publlc option in the state insurance exchange,
Statewide single payer health care, and...

“Other.”

BB

This study will be privately funded. There is no cost to taxpayers.

Oregon Small Business Endorsement

Oregon needs a health care cost study. We join the wide spectrum of individuals
and groups who support HB 3260. We call upon our legislators and Governor
Kitzhaber to support HB 3260.

Business name: __{#®leiay (olests theomled Date 2.9 eyt 13
Signature: @ “

.
Address: i solass pha— Lo sl PP Zip 27750
Phone: _ 963 -$05 75 email; _————

Oregon Rural Action P.O. Box 1231 La Grande, Oregon 97850
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OREGONFrwawesl
ACTION

Oregon needs a health care study -
Now we have the chance to get one: HB 3260

Keep health care reform in Oregon alive and well. Take action NOW.

The Oregon House Health Care Committee will consider a study of health care
Jinancing options in Oregon. Fifteen other states and the federal government already
conducted over 25 studies, but not Oregon. Oregon needs this study if it ever wants to
achieve effective health care reform.

HB 3260 is sponsored by state Representatives Michael Dembrow and Jennifer Williamson
with two co-sponsors, Senators Chip Shields and Laurie Monnes Anderson. The House
‘hearing is April 5%; the Senate hearing is not yet scheduled.

If this bill passes, the Oregon Health Authority will supervise a study comparing at least
four options for health cure financing:

1. Implementing the Affordable Care Act without modification,
2. Adding a public option in the state ingurance exchange,

3. Statewide single payer health care, and...

4. “Other.”

This study will be privately funded. There i3 no cost to taxpayers.

s e —_ mr—

Oregon Small Business Endorsement
Oregon needs a health care cost study. We join the wide spectrum of individuals

and groups who support HB 3260. We call upon our legislators and Governor
Kitzhaber to support HB 3260.

Business name: "!Z\' iz ﬂ/ C K@/ Date 72 - A2~ 13
Signature: ré;—;\—?f’%wcé LA
Address: ) 1) g _@.’ é]cia Ho @/@ / /’J/ Y”WJ Zip m

Phone: )~ Glp A-bA 3 Zemail: _ "2Aus el ) [ ? el n v ks g

Oregon Rural Action P.O. Box 1231 La Grande, Oregon 97850
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Oregon needs a health care study -
Now we have the chance to get one: HB 3260!

Keep health care reform in Oregon alive and well. Take action NOW.

The Oregon House Health Care Committee will congider a study of health care
Jinancing options in Oregon. Fifteen other states and the federal government already
completed over 25 studies, but not Oregon. Oregon needs this study if it ever wants to
achieve effective health care reform.

HEB 3260 iz sponsored by state Representatives Michael Dembrow and Jennifer
Williamson and by Senators Chip Shields and Laurie Monnes Anderson. The House
hearing is April 5%; a Senate hearing is not yet scheduled.

If this bill passes, the Oregon Health Authority will supervise a study comparing at
least four options for health care financing:

1. Implementing the Affordable Care Act without modification,
2. Adding a public eption in the state insurance exchange,

3. Statewide single payer health care, and...

4, *Other.”

The bill directs the OHA to “solicit gifts, grants and other funds from public and
private sources” to pay for the shady.

Please read the hill and take action. Check as many boxes as you can:

M We enthusiastically endorse HB 3260, Oregon’s health care financing study.

[ 1 Weare unable to enclorse specific bills, but we enthusiastically endorse a
study of Oregon’s health care financing alternatives. :

[ 1 Wewant to testify at the HB 3260 hearing on April 5, if possible.

Please send this form and your replies back to HCAO: info@hean.ory,

Den't forget to visit, call, or write your state representative and senator. Tell them
yvou want HB 3260 passed and you want it NOW.

Signed: V ﬂ/‘ﬂwmf AJMW Position ﬁfwﬂﬁv
Qrganization: ﬁg 'ﬁ {/.HQJ_M};Q — Date gﬁ '7(/ /3
Address: _ [([ ? MH;L (j'?[[k\ Aye. MGW‘*’W&— @ﬁ- zip 7 775

a3
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OREGONFerrenl
ACTION

Oregon needs a health care study -
Now we have the chance to get one: HB 3260

Keep health care reform in Oregon alive and well. Take action NOW,

The Oregon House Health Care Committee will consider a study of health care
Jinancing options in Oregon. Fifteen other states and the federal government already
conducted over 25 studies, but not Qregon. Oregon needs this study if it ever wants to
achieve effective health care reform.

HB 3260 is sponsored by state Representatives Michael Dembrow and Jennifer Williamson
with two co-sponsors, Senators Chip Shields and Laurie Monnes Anderson. The House
‘hearing is April 5t the Senate hearing is not yet scheduled.

If this bill passes, the Oregon Health Authority will supervise a study comparing at least
four options for health care financing:

1. Implementing the Affordable Care Act without modification,
2. Adding a public option in the state insurance exchange,

3. Statewide single payer health care, and...

4. “Other.”

This study will be privately funded. There is no cost to taxpayers.

Oregon Small Business Endorsement
Oregon needs a health care cost study. We join the wide spectrum of individuals

and groups who support HB 3260. We call upon our legislators and Governor
Kitzhaber to support HB 3260.

Business name: By bbles Laundry Date _3/27[1.3
Signature: L,};f: s U

Address: 2001 Adaws Ave  Lebrunds 7ip 17850
Phone: 591-9b2- 7578 email: _mrbubbles b (J hot mail - com,

Oregon Rural Action P.O, Box 1231 La Grande, Oregon 97850
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OREGONFErel
ACTION

Oregon needs a health care study -
Now we have the chance to get one: HB 3260

Keep health care reform in Oregon alive and well. Take action NOW.

The Oregon House Health Care Committee will consider a study of health care
Jfinancing options in Oregon. Fifteen other states and the federal government already
conducted over 25 studies, but not Oregon. Oregon needs this study il it ever wants to
achieve effective health care reform.

HB 3260 is sponsored by state Representatives Michael Dembrow and Jennifer Williamson
with two co-gponsors, Senators Chip Shields and Laurie Monnes Anderson. The House
‘hearing is April 5t the Senate hearing is not yet scheduled.

If this bill passes, the Oregon Health Authority will supervise a study comparing at least
four options for health ecare financing:

1. Implementing the Affordable Care Act without modification,
2. Adding a public option in the state insurance exchange,

3. Statewide single payer health care, and...

4. “Other.”

This study will be privately funded. There is no cost to taxpayers.

Oregon Small Business Endorsement
Oregon needs a health care cost study, We join the wide spectrum of individuals
and groups who support HB 3260. We call upon our legislators and Governor
Kitzhaber to support HB 3260. /
— - ' -
Business name: __} V\¢ C ,%—W&ﬁa\sﬁl P\T~mk\nr)ﬁﬂ“%ate > {‘2-51 3
Signature: Wﬁ

Address: t;;%(l}-—_g(ﬂ@@-—ﬂ A LWC/)ME"@&_ zip K2 K80

Phone: £Y1. W Sl —email: TTIMC @ gDl Com

Oregon Rural Action P.O. Box 1231 La Grande, Oregon 97850
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April 5, 2013

The Board of Directors of the Oregon State Council for Retired Citizens is pleased to announce
that it has unanimously voted to endorse House Bill 3260, which would require the Oregon
Health Authority to conduct a study that would result in a recommendation of the best option for
financing health care in the state.

As President of the Board, | have been authorized to make that endorsement known to the public.
| invite all those who are interested to visit the OSCRC’s web site at www.thirdagepower.org.
We hope to be posting all of our legislative recommendations there in the near future.

Steve Weiss
Board President
Oregon State Council for Retired Citizens


http://www.thirdagepower.org/

From: Rep Bailey [rep.julesbailey@state.or.us]
Sent: Tuesday, March 12, 2013 9:01 AM

To: s@samuelmetz.com

Subject: Re: health care study for Oregon

Sam,

Thanks for the advocacy. You should always feel free to contact me with input on
bills!

This bill looks great, and I'll support it. I'll see whatI can do to help get it out of
committee.

Best,
Jules

Jules Bailey
State Representative, HD-42


mailto:rep.julesbailey@state.or.us
mailto:s@samuelmetz.com

March 19, 2013

Representative Michael Dembrow Representative Jennifer Williamson
Oregon State Legislature Oregon State Legislature

900 Court St. NE, H-487 900 Court St. NE, H-372

Salem, OR 97301 Salem, OR 97301

Dear Representatives Dembrow and Williamson:

| want to express my support for Senate Bill 3260, which would allow the Oregon Health Authority to
conduct a study or contract with a third party to study options for efficient spending on healthcare in
Oregon.

Because of the increasing costs of healthcare to the state, we must look at all financing options to
provide the best care for our constituents. A number of studies such as the one proposed have been
conducted nationally and in other states. None, however, address the specific issue of their effects on
Oregon patients, Oregon’s economy, or Oregon’s physicians and providers. With Oregon spending $30
billion annually on health care, it is important that we use the money in a financially prudent way, and
get the most for our money.

Oregon has shown we are willing to confront challenges other states continue to shirk. | believe that this
bill will not only give legislators smart options for what will be a huge portion of state funding, but also
promote healthier communities for tomorrow. This study costs taxpayers nothing but can potentially
save them millions of dollars in health care spending in years to come. It may even save their lives and
the lives of their family members.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Giney

Ginny Burdick



March 17, 2013

Rep. Michael Dembrow
900 Court Street NE
H-487

Salem, OR 97301

Re: Strong Support for House Bill 3260
Dear Rep. Dembrow:

| will not be able to travel to Salem for the scheduled hearing on HB 3260. Will you

s e 7 \

please submit this letter into the record for me.

| strongly support the passage of HB 3260, authorizing the Oregon Health Authority to
conduct a study and recommend the best option for financing health care in Oregon. | believe
the study should be funded with private money, not taxpayer money. There are enough of us
dedicated to having excellent heath care for all Oregonians, to pay for the study.

| cannot obtain group health insurance for my employees this year, because we are too
small, one employee is too old, and both employees have prior existing conditions. Even after
portions of Obamacare go into effect January 1, 2014, we are unlikely to be able to afford
adequate health care insurance.

Very truly yours,
DORA’S GARDEN LLC

Susan Isabel Boyd, Manager
POBox®6

Union, OR 97883

(541) 562-5465



Support for HB 3260 from Liz Baxter, executive director of We Can Do Better
From: "Liz WCDB" <liz@wecandobetter.org>

To: "Peter Shapiro" <petershapiro@comcast.net>

Sent: Wednesday, March 13, 2013 4:10:30 PM

Subject: HB 3260

Hi Pete,

Go ahead and add WCDB as supporting this bill.

Thanks -
Liz
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Oregon needs a health care study -
Now we have the chance to get one: HB 3260!

Keep health care reform in Oregon alive and well. Take action NOW.

The Oregon House Health Care Committee will consider a study of health care
Jinancing options in Oregon. Fifteen other states and the federal government already
completed over 25 studies, but not Oregon. Oregon needs this study if it ever wants to
achieve effective health care reform.

HB 3260 is sponsored by state Representatives Michael Dembrow and Jennifer
Williamson and by Senators Chip Shields and Laurie Monnes Anderson. The House
hearing is April §'; a Scnate hearing is not yet acheduled.

If this bill passes, the Oregon Health Authority will supervise a study comparing at
least four options for health care financing:

1. Implementing the Affordable Care Act without modification,

2. Adding a public option in the state insurance exchange,

3. Statewide single payer health care, and...
4. “Other.”

The bill directs the OHA to “solicit gifts, grants and other funds from public and
private sources” to pay for the study.

Please read the bill and take action. Check as many boxes as you can:

[;/1 We enthusiastically endorse HB 3260, Oregon’s health care financing study.

[ ] We are unable to endorse specific bills, but we enthusiastically endorse a
study of Oregon’s health care financing alternatives.

[ ] Wewant to testify at the HB 3260 hearing on April 5%, if possible.
Pleasc send this form and your replies back to HCAO: info@heao.org.

Don't forget to visit, call, or write your state representative and senator. Tcll them

you want HB 3260 d and you want it NOW,
Signed: m\ﬂf@wk‘ Position _LXS/ e el WW'L

Organization: Cj +rgu5 {ov feaoe ¥ Jus‘f"cd’ Dm_ﬁ(awA /4 20/7

Address: /022 SE Belle Aive Dy, RERERD . 97f86
' G Fass

W - Cf)J Meé'ga‘t{lr b‘:?
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