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Chairs Burdick and Barnhart, Members of the Committee:

I am not sure most Oregonians are aware that, once they venture beyond the Willamette
Valley, they are dependent in great measure upon volunteers to respond if an
emergency should occur. The more rural the area, the more dependent upon volunteers
the local emergency response agency is. Most volunteer EMS personnel must pay out
of their pockets for their initial training, their continuing education, and other required
expenses. They must take time away from their jobs and families in order to maintain
an emergency response 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

The Oregon Office of Rural Health repeatedly hears from rural EMS organizations that
it is increasingly difficult to recruit and retain volunteers. The Oregon Volunteer Rural
EMS Provider Tax Credit was created in 2007 to help defray the out of pocket costs of
rural volunteer EMTs. Of the time a person provides emergency medical services, at
least 20% must be spent volunteering those services in a qualifying rural area. For the
purposes of this tax credit, a qualifying rural area is located at least 25 miles from a
community of 30,000 or more.

This is a very small incentive for those who sacrifice so much for our health and safety
in an emergency. In 2008 just over 600 volunteers received this credit. In 2011, 524 did.
I believe that, not only should it be continued, it should be increased in value and
extended to include volunteers in less remote areas of the state.

In 2011 the state adopted national licensure terminology for emergency medical
responders. As a result, what we once called First Responders are now referred to as
Emergency Medical Responders. The former were not considered-eligible for this tax
credit. When the Oregon Rural Health Association suggested that we revise the
program to include First Responders, now called EMRs, Legislative Counsel informed
us that EMRs are, in fact, now eligible for the credit.

The fiscal impact of this program is currently about $300,000 per biennjium. Itis
extremely difficult to determine how many EMRs are newly eligible for the credit.
According the EMS Office, there are 2329 licensed EMRs in Oregon. However, they are




only able to supply mailing addresses for the licensees. To determine qualification, we
need to know the station they respond to. We will not be able to acquire this
information until the EMRs apply for the credit. It should be noted that many EMRs
receive their license as part of other work requirements, for example state police and
industrial site workers. We believe that this will greatly impact the number of EMRs
that would qualify and limit the increase to the program to approximately
$66,000/biennium.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on such an important matter. I am happy to
answer any questions.



NUMBER AND LOCATIONS OF EMTS RECEIVING THE
OREGON RURAL VOLUNTEER EMT TAX CREDIT 2012

Warrenton o
1 -Astorfa -~ Westport
me.mHmn M
P af Qmﬂwﬁ:ﬁ Rainier
Seaside
. Birkenfeld
-20 LLATSOP Colurnbia G ; e R
Cannon Beach 1 nOE?La..:Su_m ity imigon a— " Milton-Freewater |
13 | Vernonia Saint Heiens 3. Amata. 4 -
— Boardman | 8 Athena T
3m:~m=_~m I Hood River T 2 i Stanfield 5 . o
€. - Arlingt ! i
monwms.m,z Beach Cascade Locks lOa “,_;cwmn wmu?m - _z% on | Pendleton - b
. - B o, v :
.—m,miocr - L M.c , i._m Dallés 7" ' [ 2 . Bgn
HLLAMOGK sSmEzadz Portland Y parkdle 9 ﬂ I 3 WALLOWA
Netartd 1 3:5.202.»: “HOOD Tm.omx‘. } + Pilet Rocke ) & | Imbler r .
4 . D Lexingtonw ! 2T T | Enterprise
: i i e 2
“ Hebo Weiches ] ! Tygh vall mﬂmmm VallgfN GILLIAM heppner | ol Hmmmq{u Q@_ _
et 15 i ) ¥an va m< o1 14 | i Cave ‘
Cloverdale | 5 | i La @.&am 1
bk — — Conden -— i - 2 Unien . K
Mau| 5 e | - I i
o .. CLACKAMAS Bw - i L c_was ! 7 R
: ::B_m_mmv\l i ; . WASCO S - North Powder i
, - i [ Py ] s
° ! v - e R
o_m:mnmmn Beach ~ Antelope 4, H m_M<<m<
. , [ 6 i .
. | MARION e Spray . Monument . Richi .
, m__mﬁ L Ml CtyGBTeS prepriy warm Springs — ¢ 50 1 Sumpter mmwmmnﬁ nﬁm nd -
ZmS.uo_.n Tolido 2z 4 D H 1 : WHEELER e T BAKER
7 6 Idanha Madras m R d
: 2 JEF21250N i
Seal Rock 21 ‘\‘_ Mitchell Prairie City i -
: - 7 Hw ’ eany
Waldport | Crooked River mm:n:J: I John Day 3 T L
10 A i —_— - 14 Huntingten
Yachats —— —— e P Terrebopne Prineville _ K eend
2 Blachly N i T 3 | 23 Lo gl
i 1 T ~MéKenzle m:n_mm ; i ;
" Maglet 10 [ CROOK Paulina i
apleton ]| .
m_oqm:nm u I 2 o : Ontario
iy = Vaie 8
: ‘\T\Jw. < S i i 21 N um
I - LANE Ea : i T
. | e i i
Gardinerg, [ 3 ! : i
Winchester By Ty SCRSbUTg _ Oskridge p DESCHUTES b m ; Adrian
5  Reedspeit Drain ' & : La Pine e ' ;
_umxmm de—-4, 22 | H !
, Black Butte Crescanttaks 3 — e . i
North mmnn_ - [ ,._,.mmnmmn Lake _ — ﬂ
A1 L d 1 Crescent m ; “
Charleston” o0s Bay ; om_mgﬁmﬁn_ Park T e 2 ﬁ i ,
Q2 27 | mﬁwmq__um__n_m. _/“ L f i
: ' - 18 A : i i
Coquilie Roseburg < Chemuit Christmas Valley | MALHEUR ,
15005 s ; 5 | 4 i
Myrtle Point o DOUGLAS . I Silver Lake , |
1 nmamm <m__m<_<_<&m Creek o , ) i i
[ -1 & .ﬂ__m_, o i i Jordan Valley
, . m_o_zmwm nm:<o:<___m % ays D.mmx s m HARNEY : 6|
N L7 5 o ; 3 “
Port Orford . ~F ; ’ .
1 . . e KLAMATH LAKE i i
’ T ] Paisley - T !
; g
.SMQM _ Chiloguin i
; [ | | 15 _
Gold wmmmn: K ; .. Sprague River , "
7 CURRY JOSEPHINE | JACKSON _ 2. Bly | i
: i | 6 ﬁ
, ! ,
; | Klamath Falls .
» I ! 26 onanza . Lakeview
Brookings ! | 3 i
5. _ : | _ N\H@\NDHw OFFICE OF RURAL HEALTH




