The Distinguished Educators Council endorses
Senate Bill 755
'I‘he Minority Teacher Act

Senate Bill 755 aligns with the DEC’s fifth recommendatmn in its report Makmg Oregon a
Great Place to Teach.

The 1991 Legislature set a goal that Oregon’s number of minority educators would be
proportional to Oregon’s number of minority K-12 students by 2001. Oregon fell woefully
short of that goal. The Council supports SB 755, which aspires to raise the number of
minority educators and the number of minorities in teacher preparation programs ten
percent each by 2015, and to report progress each interim. The Council emphasizes,
though, that this simply keeps the issue in conversation, and that money to support-
recruitment, training and support for minority educators, cultural competency training for
ALl educators, and identification of best practlces in supporting minority educators, are.
equally 1mp0rtant : :

Who is the Dlstmgulshed Educators Council? - -

In March 2012 the Chalkboard Project invited teachers across Oregon to apply to serve on
a new Distinguished Educators Council. In May Chalkboard selected 13 Oregon teachers
recognized for their expertise and success to serve on the Council. Chalkboard asked the
council to develop recommendations to support and strengthen teachmg in Oregon sK-12
classrooms.

In September the council made public five recommendations, each accompanied by a series

of objectives and suggested actions. The five recommendations:

1. Emphasize classroom experience and effective mentors in teacher preparation.

2. Provide meaningful, ongoing evaluations of teachers that contrlbute to 1mproved
teaching practices and increased student achievement.

3. Ensure personalized professional learning opportunities tailored to teachers’ needs
and the students they teach.

4. Establish new leadership opportunities and career pathways for the most effectlve
teachers.

5. Ensure that Oregon’s teachers can address the needs of diverse studénts.

The Council’s Vision for Supporting and Strengthening Teaching in Oregon

In developing its recommendations, the Council considered all phases of teacher careers,
from recruitment and selection, to preparation, to hiring and induction, to professional
development, to retention and reward. While the Council landed on five distinct
recommendations, the Council recognizes that each recommendation is a piece of a larger
whole, and that true success in supporting and strengthening teaching in Oregon will
require coordination and alignment across the teaching continuum.



Council Endorsements of 2013 Legrslat:on R

After review of hundreds of education-related bills before the 2013 Oregon legislature,
the Council identified seven bills that ahgn with the Council’'s recommendations and the
Council wishes to endorse. Endorsement means unanimous support of all 13 Council
members. - :

The Council also believes thata coordioét:in'gjs"i:ruotu:re for investments in the professional
corps of educators would be a positive step forward and, should one be created, it should

include these blHS or fundlng requests
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