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"STEWARDSHIP IN FORESTRY"

Senator Chris Edwards, Co-Chair 
Representative Ben Unger, Co-Chair 
Joint Ways and Means Subcommittee on Natural Resources 
Oregon State Capitol  
Salem, OR  97301 
 
RE:  Response to Questions from the Subcommittee 
 
Dear Co-Chairs Edwards and Unger, and Members of the Subcommittee: 
 
During the Oregon Department of Forestry’s April 22, 2013 budget hearing, the Natural Resources 
Subcommittee of Ways and Means asked several questions.  Below are the Department’s responses. 
 
Question 1:  Package 412 provides $348,801 Other Funds expenditure limitation to establish two 
Fire Investigator positions.  What is the revenue source of the Other Funds?  
 
We would like to modify our request from two positions to one position.  This reduces the total biennial 
cost, including Services and Supplies, to $174,400, which will be paid with $116,267 Other Funds and 
$58,133 Federal Funds.  The proposed revenue sources are as follows: 
 

 Other Funds – Oregon Forestland Protection Fund (one-third)  
 Other Funds – Cost collectable fire incidents (one-third) 
 Federal Funds – Federal dollars allocated to the Department from the U. S. Forest Service – 

specifically State Fire Assistance and Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) revenue. 
(one-third)  

 
This combination will fully fund one position for the 2013-15 biennium. Should additional Other Funds 
revenues exist, along with a demand for fire investigation work, the Department would respectfully 
request the opportunity to appear before an interim committee or during the February session to seek 
approval for the second position as a limited duration position.  
 
 
Question 2:  Provide a copy of the Fire Investigation and Cost Recovery Issue Paper. 
 
It is attached.  (Attachment 1) 
 
 
Question 3:  Package 481 provides funding to replace an aging, unsafe warehouse in Eastern Lane 
County.  What is the square footage of the proposed facility? 
 
It is 8,500 square feet. 
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Question 4:  Package 482 provides $364,678 General Fund allocation and $796,918 Other Funds 
expenditure limitation for four new Information Systems Specialist positions.  Provide a breakdown 
of the expenditures.  
 
The breakdown of the expenditures is as follows: 
 
Personal Services:           $676,876  

 3 Information Systems Specialist 6 at $4,551 per month 
 1 Information Systems Specialist 5 at $4,258 per month 
 Other Payroll Expenses 

 
Services and Supplies and Capital Outlay:      $120,042 

 Travel, Training, Office Expenses, Furniture, etc. 
 
Total Biennial Cost         $796,918 
 
Of the $796,918 Other Funds, $364,678 comes from General Fund, because the Fire Protection and 
Private Forests programs pay a portion of agency administration costs with the General Fund that they 
receive. The state budgeting process requires any General Fund that is part of the Other Funds to be 
identified separately. 
 
Please refer to Attachment 2, Fiscal Impact Form, for a detailed breakdown of this package. 
 
If you have follow-up questions, please contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Satish Upadhyay 
Administrative Services Division Chief 
(503) 945-7203 
 
 
Attachments: 

1. Fire Investigation and Cost Recovery Issue Paper 
2. Pkg. 482 – Fiscal Impact Form 

 
 
 
c: Linda Gilbert, Principal Legislative Analyst, LFO 
 Lisa Pearson, Policy and Budget Analyst, CFO 
 Doug Decker, State Forester 
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Attachment 1 
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